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THURSDAY  MORNING  SESSION. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  9tb,  1897. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  Sons 
of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  convened  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
State  House,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  with  Commander-in-Chief  James  Lewis 
Rake  in  command. 

ENCAMPMENT  CALLED  TO  ORDER. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  officers  and  members  of  the 
Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  will  now  come  to  order. 

The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll  of  the  officers  of  this  Encamp- 
ment. 

ROLL  CALL  OP  OFFICERS. 

The  Adjutant -General  called  the  roll  of  officers  and  the  following 
officers  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  answered  to  their  names  : 
Commander-in-Chief,  James  Lewis  Rake. 
Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief,  Leo  W.  Kennedy. 
Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief,  R.  M.  Buckley. 
Adjutant-General,  Horace  H.  Hammer. 
Quartermaster-General,  R.  Loebenstein. 
Inspector-General,  Arthur  B.  Spink. 
Judge  Advocate-General,  John  Redmond. 
Surgeon-General,  Dr.  J.  A.  Mabbs. 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  Fred  E.  Sanborn. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Commander,  the  roll  of  officers  has 
been  called.  All  the  officers  and  staff  are  present  with  the  exception  of 
Chaplain-in-Chief  Reverend  Somerville  Light. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  I  will  appoint  as  acting  Chaplain- 
in-Chief  Past  Commander  W.  J.  Patton,  of  the  Wisconsin  Division. 

Are  there  any  honorably  discharged  Union  soldiers,  sailors  or  marines 
of  the  War  of  1861-65  present  that  have  not  been  obligated?  If  so,  they 
will  rise  and  the  Inspector-General  will  conduct  them  to  the  altar. 

Comrade  W.  O.  Pierce  rose  and  was  conducted  to  the  altar  by  the 
Inspector-General  and  duly  obligated  by  Past  Commander-in-Chief  George 
B.  Abbott,  of  Illinois. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Inspector-General,  you  will  examine 
those  present  and  ascertain  if  all  present  are  in  possession  of  the  semi- 
annual password  and  countersign,  and  if  the  Camp  and  Picket  Guard  are 
at  their  respective  stations.    The  Surgeon  General  will  assist  on  the  left. 

THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL  :  Commander,  on  due  inspection  I  find 
all  the  brothers  present  entitled  to  remain. 

The  Encampment  was  then  opened  in  due  form. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  C.-IN-C. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  At  this  point  I  will  announce  the 
appointment  of  Officer  of  the  Day,  Major  Harry  White,  of  Maryland  ;  Officer 
of  the  Guard,  Lieutenant  George  E-  Coggeshall,  of  Michigan.  The  Officer 
of  the  Day  will  detail  his  Camp  and  Picket  Guard  for  each  session  of  this 
Commandery. 
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Now,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  vested,  I  hereby  declare  the  Six- 
teenth Annual  Encampment,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  duly  opened  for 
the  transaction  of  such  business  as  may  legally  and  properly  come  before 
it.    The  Camp  Guard  will  admit  all  brothers  qualified  to  enter. 

LOCAL  COMMITTEE  ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

CHARLES  A.  BOOKWALTER,  Chairman  :  Commander  and  brothers, 
on  behalf  of  the  Local  Committee,  I  wish  to  make  an  announcement,  and 
I  will  consume  but  little  of  your  time.  I  cannot  forbear  saying  that  I  have 
been  acquainted  with  this  State  House  since  the  time  that  the  State  took 
possession  of  it  from  the  contractors  ;  I  have  looked  into  the  faces  of  every 
General  Assembly  that  has  gathered  here,  and  without  trying  to  "jolly" 
you  in  the  least,  I  will  say  that  I  am  willing  to  compare  this  gathering  of 
men  with  any  gathering  of  the  Indiana  Legislature  that  has  met  in  this  hall 
during  the  past  twelve  years.  (Applause). 

I  say  that  without  fear  of  being  accused  of  introducing  anything  of  a 
partisan  character  on  this  occasion,  because  in  that  twelve  years  we  have 
had  three  Legislatures  that  were  of  the  Democratic  persuasion,  and  three 
that  were  of  the  Republican  persuasion,  and  consequently  I  am  non-par- 
tisan myself  in  making  that  remark. 

Now,  brothers,  it  is  the  expectation  of  the  Local  Committee  that  you 
shall  have  an  enjoyable  time  while  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis.  We  have 
the  assurance  of  the  Mayor  that  if  you  want  anything  and  do  not  see  it,  it 
will  be  given  you  for  the  asking  ;  and  if  you  see  anything  you  want  and 
cannot  get  it,  call  on  him  and  he  will  help  you  take  it ;  and  at  no  time  dur- 
ing the  day  or  night  will  the  town  require  the  use  of  a  "jimmy  "in  order  to 
open  it.  This  evening  we  expect  to  give  in  the  parlors  of  the  State  House 
and  corridors  a  reception  to  the  visiting  Sons  of  Veterans  by  the  Governor 
and  the  State  officers.  The  Governor,  of  Indiana  is  a  comrade  of  your 
fathers — was  a  comrade  of  your  fathers,  and  a  number  of  our  State  officers 
were  also  Union  soldiers.  They  will  extend  to  you  to-night,  on  behalf  of 
grand  old  Hoosierdom,  a  welcome  in  the  parlors  of  the  State  House.  We 
expect  to  provide  music  and  light  refreshments,  and  we  hope  that  those  of 
you  who  are  inclined  to  enjoy  yourselves  by  dancing,  will  feel  perfectly  at 
liberty  to  go  down  the  corridors  to  the  north,  and  to  the  south,  and  to  the 
west,  and  on  the  second  floor,  or  anywhere  that  the  music  may  urge  you, 
and  enjoy  yourselves  in  that  way. 

On  Friday  afternoon  there  will  be  a  parade,  the  line  of  march  for  which 
will  be  published  in  the  papers,  and  a  more  particular  announcement  as  to 
which  will  be  made  to-morrow  by  Mr.  McGrew,  the  marshal  of  the  parade. 

We  expect  on  Friday  evening  to  have  a  Camp- Fire  in  Tomlinson  Hall. 
I  am  pleased  to  say  that  at  that  time  we  will  be  addressed  by  that  illustrious 
son  and  citizen  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  Honorable  John  M.  Thurston 
(applause)  ;  by  that  citizen  of  Indiana  whom  you  all  know,  and  whom, 
doubtless,  you  have  learned  to  love  through  reading  that  immortal  book — 
Ben  Hur — General  Lew  Wallace  (applause)  ;  by  all  the  brothers  who  aspire 
to  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  organization  during  this  ensuing  year 
(applause) ;  by  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  Charles  F.  Griffin,  George  B. 
Abbott,  Walter  S.  Payne  and  William  E.  Bundy  ;  and  I  believe  when  that 
is  over  you  will  be  satisfied  that  we  have  here  in  Indianapolis  a  galaxy  of 
spell-binders  who  will  entertain  you  to  your  heart's  content. 

I  have  tried  to  outline  to  you  the  entertainment  we  have  provided.  In 
addition,  there  has  been  provided  for  Saturday  afternoon  and  Saturday 
evening  a  trolley  ride  through  this  beautiful  city,  a  trip  to  Broad  Ripple 
Park,  and  a  steamboat  excursion  on  White  River  ;  and  we  want  to  say  that 
any  member  of  this  Commandery  is  at  liberty  to  approach  any  member  of 
the  committee  and  inquire  for  anything  or  ask  for  anything  that  you  think 
would  add  to  the  pleasure  of  your  stay  with  us,  and  the  committee  will 
secure  it  for  you  if  they  have  to  knock  the  man  down  that  has  it.  (Ap- 
plause). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  I  am  perfectly  sure  that 
Brother  Bookwalter's  invitation  is  broad  enough  in  every  sense,  excepting 
one.  He  has  told  us  that  we  can  inquire  for  and  get  with  the  assistance  of 
his  committee  almost  anything.  He  has  told  us  that  we  can  ring  in  the 
Mayor,  who  will  help  us  take  anything  we  want ;  but  he  has  not  said  to  us 
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that  we  are  at  liberty  to  help  ourselves  and  take  anything  we  want,  regard- 
less of  the  committee  and  the  Mayor.  1  know  there  are  some  here,  if  they 
have  not  outlived  their  past  reputation,  who  will  come  pretty  near  taking 
some  of  the  marble  columns  of  the  State  House  unless  a  railing  is  put 
around  them. 

CHAIRMAN  BOOKW ALTER:  I  forgot,  Commander,  a  part  of  the 
announcement  which  I  was  to  make  at  the  request  of  the  illustrious  brother 
from  the  State  of  New  York.  New  York  is  always  in  evidence  in  conven- 
tions, especially  of  the  political  character,  or  character  of  this  kind,  and  the 
illustrious  brother  from  the  State  of  New  York  asked  me  to  say  that  this 
evening,  on  the  Circle,  immediately  facing  the  Morton  Monument,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  tribe  of  K.  O.  C.  will  gather,  and  they  are  going  to  have  victims 
galore.    (Applause  and  laughter). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the 
roll  of  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  and  Constitutional  Life  Members. 

The  Adjutant- General  called  the  roll  of  Past  Commanders  in-Chief  and 
Constitutional  Life  Members  and  the  following  brothers  answered  to  their 
names : 

Prank  P.  Merrill,  Boston,  Mass. 

A.  P.  Davis,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Walter  S.  Payne,  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

George  B.  Abbott,  San  Pedro  Sula,  Hond. 

Charles  F.  Griffin,  Hammond,  Indiana. 

William  E.  Bundy,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

W.  H.  Russell,  La  Crosse,  Kansas. 

THE  COMMAMDER-IN-CHIEF :  The  Chair  will  now  announce  the 
Committee  on  Credentials  as  follows  : 

H.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant  General,  ex  officio. 

H.  E.  Cowdin,  of  Michigan. 

F.  E.  Bolton,  of  Massachusetts. 

W.  W.  Bisby,  of  Iowa. 

William  DeSteese,  of  Wisconsin. 

The  Committee  will  meet  at  once  with  the  Adjutant-General  to  prepare 
their  report. 

I  desire  to  state  at  this  time  that  we  propose  to  present  to  you  at  this 
session  the  reports  of  the  officers  of  the  Commandery  printed  in  pamphlet 
form.  To-day  is  Thursday,  and  I  am  sure  there  is  not  present  a  single  mem- 
ber who  does  not  desire  to  get  to  his  home  or  leave  for  his  home  this  week. 
I  believe  the  printing  of  these  reports  will  greatly  facilitate  business.  I 
shall  endeavor  in  my  rulings — I  trust  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  make  any 
rulings — I  trust  that  this  Encampment  will  be  so  harmonious  that  its  pro- 
ceedings will  redound  to  the  credit  of  this  organization,  and  that  only  the 
ordinary  routine  duties  will  be  required  of  your  presiding  officer,  but  I 
promise  to  be  absolutely  fair,  and  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability  expedite  the 
business  that  may  come  before  us. 

I  would  suggest  that  brothers,  in  addressing  the  Chair,  announce  their 
names  and  the  Divisions  to  which  they  belong  in  order  that  the  stenogra- 
pher may  duly  accredit  them. 

COMRADE  JOHN  MCELROY  INTRODUCED. 

THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL  :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  have  the 
pleasure  at  this  time  of  introducing  Mr.  John  McElroy,  editor  of  the  Na- 
tional Tribune,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  (Applause). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers  of  the  Encampment,  I  am 
sure  that  every  one  of  you  will  agree  with  me  when  1  say  that  you  have  this 
year  made  an  ally  that  is  a  worthy  ally  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  Mr.  McEl- 
roy has  been  of  valuable  assistance  to  us,  and  we  trust  that  in  the  future  we 
may  have  the  continued  use  of  his  columns.  He  will  not  charge  you  any- 
thing for  the  ad.  either. 

MR.  JOHN  McELROY  :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  have  come  here  ex- 
pressly to  see  my  brothers.  I  desire  to  differ  in  one  respect,  sir,  from  what 
you  have  stated,  and  that  is,  that  the  Sons  of  Veterans  have  this  year  made 
me  an  ally.  We  have  always  been  an  ally  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  We 
were  simply  a  little  more  active  in  well  doing  last  year  than  in  previous 
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years.  Now,  having  started,  I  have  a  Arm  belief  that  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
can  be  built  up  to  a  membership  of  one  million  strong.  (Applause).  I  think 
it  is  very  necessary,  I  think  it  is  highly  desirable,  for  the  good  of  the  coun- 
try, that  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  should  be  built  up  to  that 
strength,  and  for  my  part,  and  on  the  part  of  the  National  Tribune,  of  which 
I  am  a  representative  here,  I  say  we  are  going  to  do  all  we  can  to  aid  you  in 
your  efforts  to  build  it  up  to  that  strength.    I  thank  you  for  your  attention. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  I  will  entertain  a  motion 
at  this  time  for  recess  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  order  that  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  may  meet  and  prepare  their  report;  or  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, I  will  simply  declare  a  recess  for  fifteen  minutes  for  that  purpose.  Is 
there  objection  ? 

There  appears  to  be  none  and  the  Commandery  will  be  at  ease  until 
called  to  order  by  the  Chair. 
(Eleven  o'clock. ) 

Eleven  o'clock  and  twenty  minutes.  / 
THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:    Brothers,  attention. 
THE  CAMP  GUARD  :    Commander-in-Chief,  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  State  of  Indiana  and  other  Grand  Army  Comrades  are 
waiting  in  the  ante-room. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF:  If  the  brothers  will  come  to  order 
we  will  use  part  of  our  recess  by  informally  receiving  the  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General and  other  members  of  the  Grand  Army  Posts.  The  Camp 
Guard  will  admit  them.  I  suggest  that  the  Inspector- General  escort 
them  in. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  other  comrades 
entered  escorted  by  the  Inspector-General. 

THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL:  Commander,  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
introducing  to  the  Encampment  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  and  other  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Comrades,  I  desire  to  say  to  you 
that  there  is  no  one  more  happy  to  meet  the  Veterans  of  War  than  the 
Sons  of  Veterans.  I  will  ask  you  to  be  seated  and  enjoy  our  sessions  with 
us.  We  have  just  been  enjoying  a  recess  and  the  Commandery  may  be 
at  ease. 

SOLDIERS'  AND  SAILORS'  MONUMENT  INVITATION. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Commander,  I  have  a  communication 
here  from  Captain  Armstrong  of  the  Local  Committee. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Captain  Armstrong  has  just  de- 
livered a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  State  Soldiers  and 
Sailors  Monument  which  I  take  pleasure  in  laying  before  the  Commandery. 

The  Adjutant  read  the  communication  from  the  Board  of  Regents  as 
follows  : 

Board  of  Regents 
State  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Monument. 

Room  93,  State  Capitol. 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  9,  1897. 
Sir  : — You  are  authorized  to  inform  the  National  Encampment  of  the 
i^ons  of  Veterans  and  Daughters  of  Veterans,  now  in  session  in  this  city, 
that  all  duly  accredited  visitors  and  delegates  of  both  organizations  will  be 
admitted  to  the  Indiana  State  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Monument  under  the 
same  conditions  and  regulations  provided  for  the  admission  of  Veteran  Sol- 
diers.   Very  respectfully,  FRED  KNEFLER, 

Pres't  and  Sup't  Board  of  Regents  S.  S.  and  S.  M. 
CAPT.  WM.  H.  ARMSTRONG. 
Addressed. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  I  understand  that,  ordinarily,  there 
is  a  fare  of  twenty-five  cents  for  the  use  of  the  elevator  to  the  top  of  the 
monument.  Under  the  State  law  the  veterans  are  charged  but  ten  cents. 
The  regents  of  the  monument  have  kindly  extended  the  same  rate  to  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  and  the  members  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  assembled.  I 
am  sure  we  are  obliged  to  them. 
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Captain  Armstrong  corrects  me  and  says  that  the  charge  is  fifteen  cents 
for  the  elevator  and  ten  cents  for  the  stairway. 

The  Chair  is  informed  that  the  Committee  on  Credentials  is  not  yet 
ready  to  report  and  the  Commandery  will  continue  at  recess. 

Twelve  o'clock  M. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Encampment  will  come  to  or- 
der. The  Committee  on  Credentials  is  now  prepared  to  report.  Give  at- 
tention to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Commander,  I  suppose  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  call  again  the  names  of  Staff  Officers,  Past  Commanders-in- 
Chief  and.  Constitutional  Life  Members. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  That  will  not  be  necessary.  I  would 
suggest  that  brothers  answer  as  their  names  are  read  off  by  the  Adjutant- 
5reneral. 

Temporary  Headquarters  Commandery- in- Chief, 
Sons  op  Veterans,  U.  S.  A. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  9,  1897. 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Officers  and  Brothers  of  the  Commandery -in- 
Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.  : 

Brothers  : — Tour  Committee  on  Credentials  herewith  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent to  your  honorable  body  a  list  or  report  showing  the  following  named 
brothers  entitled  to  voice  and  vote  in  this  the  Sixteenth  (16th)  Annual  En- 
campment of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  as  duly  reported  by  the  various 
Division  Commanders  and  Adjutants,  under  seal  of  their  respective  Divi- 
sions, on  Form  JNo.  50,  to  the  Adjutant-General,  as  required  by  the  Consti- 
tution, Rules  and  Regulations.    Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

H.  H.  HAMMER,  Adjutant-General  (Chairman), 

H.  E.  COWDIN,  Michigan, 

W.  W.  BISBY,  Iowa, 

FRED  BOLTON,  Massachusetts, 

W.  DeSTEESE, 

Committee  on  Credentials. 

Commander-in-Chief — James  Lewis  Rake,  Reading,  Pa. 

Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief — Leo  W.  Kennedy,  Denver,  Col. 

Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief— R.  M.  Buckley,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Adjutant- General — Horace  H.  Hammer,  Reading,  Pa. 

Quartermaster-General— R.  Loebenstein,  Chicago,  111. 

Inspector-General — Arthur  B.  Spink,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Judge  Advocate-General— John  Redmond,  Burlington,  Kan. 

Surgeon-General— Dr.  J.  A.  Mabbs,  Holland,  Mich. 

Chaplain-in-Chief — Rev.  Somerville  Light,  Bluffton,  Ind. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General — Charles  E.  Diefenderfer,  Reading,  Pa. 

Assistant  Quartermaster-General— Fred  E.  Sanborn,  Chicago,  111.  (no  vote). 

PAST  JCOMM  ANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 

Frank  P.  Merrill,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
A.  P.  Davis,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 
George  W.  Marks,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
Walter  S.  Payne,  Fostoria,  Ohio. 
Louis  M.  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
George  B.  Abbott,  San  Pedro  Sula,  Honduras. 
Charles  F.  Griffin,  Hammond,  Indiana. 
George  T.  Brown,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
Edwin  Earp,  Lynn,  Massachusetts. 
Bartow  S.  Weeks,  New  York,  New  York. 
Marvin  E.  Hall,  Hillsdale,  Michigan. 
Joseph  B.  Maccabe,  East  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
William  E.  Bundy,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
W.  H.  Russell,  La  Crosse,  Kansas. 
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PAST  GRAND  DIVISION  COMMANDERS. 

Frank  H.  Challis,  Manchester,  New  Hampshire. 

I.  S.  Bangs,  Waterville,  Maine. 

W.  E.  W.  Ross,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Raphael  Tobias,  New  York,  New  York. 

A.  P.  Davis,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Walter  S.  Payne,  Postoria,  Ohio. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  S.  Crysler,  Independence,  Missouri. 

E.  Howard  Gtlkey,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

W.  E.  W.  ROSS,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

I.  S.  BANGS,  Waterville,  Maine. 

J.  A.  Rodrigo,  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

William  H.  Pierpont,  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

John  A.  Thompson,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

A.  P.  Davis,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

W.  S.  Eldridge,  Portland,  Maine. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

R.  M.  Linton,  Somerset,  Pennsylvania. 

0.  B.  Brown,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

John  E.  Mills,  Bradford,  Massachusetts. 

William  Luther  Davis,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

ALABAMA  AND  TENNESSEE. 
Commander— L.  W.  Friedman,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Past  Commanders— M.  D.  Friedman,  Birmingham,  Ala.;  R.  W.  Biese, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  W.  R.  Cooper,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  W.  D.  Good, 
Greenville,  Tenn.;  H.  L.  Veazey,  Harriman,  Tenn.;  V.  Gilb,  Jr.,  Bir- 
mingham, Ala.;  J.  W.  V.  R.  Plummer,  Key  West,  Fla.;  J.  G.  Crum- 
bliss,  Kingston,  Tenn.;  E.  R.  Carter,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Delegate-at-Large — H.  T.  Cooper,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Alternate-at-Large — Frank  G.  Harrell,  Greeneville,  Tenn. 

Delegate— J.  J.  Straub,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Alternate — H.  L.  Hanna,  Sardis,  Tenn. 

CALIFORNIA. 
Commander — Chas.  L.  Pierce,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Pa6t  Commanders— L.  DeP.  Callahan,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  C.  J.  Callahan, 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  E.  C.  Robinson,  Oakland,  Cal.;  E.  W.  Conant,  San 
Jose,  Cal.;  Fred  W.  Wood,  Oakland,  Cal.;  S.  L.  Blodgett,  Bakersfield, 
Cal.;  F.  W.  Bunnell,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  F.  C.  Shipley,  Oakland,  Cal.; 
Chas.  C.  Houck,  Santa  Cruz,  Cal. 

Delegate  at-Large— A.  H.  Johnson,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Alternate-at-Large — Harry  E.  Pratt,  Lamanda,  Cal. 

Delegate — G.  S.  Walker,  Los  Gatos,  Cal. 

Alternate — H.  E.  Houck,  Santa  Cruz,  Cal. 

COLORADO. 

Commander — Harlan  Thomas,  Denver,  Col. 

Past  Commanders — F.  C.  McArthur,  Denver,  Col.;  H.  D.  Kendig,  Denver, 
Col.;  L.  W.  Kennedy,  Denver,  Col.;  C.  H.  Anderson,  Denver,  Col.;  Geo. 
H.  Frye,  New  Windsor,  Col.;  Adam  C.  Patton,  Greeley,  Col.;  Claude 
H.  Clark,  Greeley,  Col. 

Delegate-at-Large — George  L.  Hodges,  Denver,  Col. 

Alternate-at-Large — E.  R.  Haff,  Cripple  Creek,  Col. 

Delegate — Frank  L.  Hoadley,  Denvei",  Col. 

Alternate — Paul  H.  Limbach,  Denver,  Col. 
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CONNECTICUT. 
Commander — W.  W.  Wheeler,  Derby,  Conn. 

Past  Commanders — W.  H.  Pierpont,  New  Haven,  Conn.;  G.  B.  Smith, 
Hartford,  Conn.;  H.  W.  Wessels,  Litchfield,  Conn.;  A.  E.  Chandler, 
Norwich,  Conn.,  B.  R.  Singleton,  Waterbury,  Conn.;  F.  S.  Valentine, 
Derby,  Conn.,  W.  H.  Barber,  Meriden,  Conn.;  Geo.  E.  Cox,  Hartford, 
Conn. ;  W.  J.  Bissells,  Litchfield,  Conn. 

Delegate-at-Large — Fred  Gr.  Pool,  Mystic,  Conn. 

Alternate-at-Large— E.  C.  Booth,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Delegates — W.  G.  Braley,  New  Haven,  Conn.;  E.  J.  San  Souci,  Hartford, 
Conn. 

Alternates— F.  C.  Bunten,  Stanford,  Conn.;  C.  M.  Murphy,  Manchester, 
Conn. 

GULF. 

Commander — H.  W.  Robinson,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Past  Commanders — Josiah  Gross,  New  Orleans,  La.;  George  H.  Tinker, 

New  Orleans,  La. 
Delegate-at-Large — Henry  R.  Wilson,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Alternate-at-Large — Charles  L.  Ford,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Delegate — William  C.  Wright,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Alternate — Eugene  Vandegriff,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Indebted  for  supplies  and  not  entitled  to  representation  until  said  in- 
debtedness is  paid. 

ILLINOIS. 
Commander— C.  R.  Clark,  Rockford,  111. 

Past  Commanders— R.  V.  Mallory,  Decatur,  111.;  F.  McCrillis,  New  York,  N. 
Y. ;  Geo.  B.  Stadden,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Geo.  H.  Hurlbut,  Belvidere,  111.; 
C.  G.  Marsh,  Oak  Park,  111.;  Jno.  D.  Hall,  Peoria,  111.;  F.  L.  Shepard, 
Chicago,  111.;  Wm.  G.  Dustin,  Dwight,  111.;  E.  A.  Wells,  Murphysboro, 
111.;  John  R.  Neeley,  Wilmette,  111.;  C.  T.  Orner,  Bloomington,  111.;  S. 
E.  Thomasson,  Chicago,  111. 

Delegate-at-Large — George  B.  Holmes,  Fernwood,  111. 

Alternate- at  Large — 

Delegates— M.  N.  Baldwin,  Princeton,  III.;  W.  T.  Church,  Chicago,  111.;  C. 

T.  Spackman,  Belvidere,  111. 
Alternates — 

E.  T.  Roe,  reported  as  Past  Division  Commander,  is  not  found  to  be 
such. 

INDIANA. 

Commander — R.  S.  Thompson,  Rising  Sun,  Ind. 

Past  Commanders — J.  W.  Newton,  Winchester,  Ind.;  George  C  Harvey, 
Danville,  Ind.;  Newton  J.  McGuire,  Indianapolis.  Ind.;  Frank  Martin, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.;  R.  B.  Oglesbee,  Plymouth,  Ind.;  Jno.  E.  Edmonson, 
Bloomington,  Ind.;  Wm.  H.  Armstrong,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Delegate-at-Large— Horace  C.  Stillwell,  Anderson,  Ind. 

Alternate-at-Large— Lee  M.  Kendall,  Plymouth,  Ind. 

Delegates — J.  G.  Leffler,  Muncie,  Ind. ;  W.  H.  Case,  Marion,  Ind. ;  Ira  W. 

Christian,  Noblesville,  Ind, 
Substitutes — James  W.  Noel;   Chas.  A.  Bookwalter,  Indianapolis,  Ind.; 

Geo.  E.  Retter,  Farmland,  Ind.;  Frank  Graham,  Bloomington,  Ind. 
Alternates— R.  A.  Brown,  Kokomo,  Ind.;  H.  H.  Weaver,  Pittsboro,  Ind.; 

O.  J.  Chandler,  Warsaw,  Ind. 

IOWA. 

Commander— A.  T.  Wilson,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Past  Commanders— J.  D.  Rowen,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  L.  A.  Dilley,  Daven- 
port, Iowa  ;  A.  L.  Sorter,  Jr.,  Mason  City,  Iowa  ;  H.  M.  Hanson,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa  ;  E.  E.  Hawkes,  Keokuk,  Iowa  ;  John  H.  Pickett,  Oska- 
loosa,  Iowa. 

Delegate-at-Large — James  E.  Whipple,  Vinton,  Iowa. 
Alternate-at-Large— J.  E.  Craig,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Delegates — W.  W.  Bisby,  Des  Moines,  Iowa  ;  R.  Shaw  Van,  Denison,  Iowa; 
H.  C.  Ring,  Center  Point,  Iowa. 
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Substitutes — Henry  Speelman,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  ;  E.  C.  Weintgartner, 
Davenport,  Iowa,  substituted  for  Delegate-at-Large  Whipple, 

Alternates — A.  D.  Bunger,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  H.  H.  Canfield,  Boone.  Iowa; 
F.  M.  Sutton,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

KANSAS. 

Commander — W.  P.  Feder,  Great  Bend,  Kan. 

Past  Commanders— C.  D.  Jones,  Norton,  Kan.;  E.  H.  Madison,  Bodge  City, 
Kan.;  W.  Y.  Morgan,  Hutchinson,  Kan.;  H.  W.  Huffman,  Emporia, 
Kan.;  Grant  W.  Harrington,  Hiawatha,  Kan.;  C.  S.  Nation,  Chanute, 
Kan. 

Delegate-at-Large— Tracy  Larnard,  Lawrence,  Kan. 
Alternate- at- Large — W.  P.  Wilcox,  Emporia,  Kan. 

Delegates— -C.  S.  Denison,  Erie,  Kan.;   J.  L.  Papes,  Wichita,  Kan.;   N.  D. 

Sanders,  Pittsburg,  Kan. 
Alternates— L.  A.  Wiles,  Erie,  Kan.;  E.  E.  Beard,  Wichita,  Kan.;  M.  M. 

Jones,  Fort  Scott,  Kan. 

KENTUCKY. 
Commander — T.  Z.  Morrow,  Jr.,  Somerset,  Ken. 

Past  Commanders— George  H.  Capito,  Louisville,  Ken.;  W.  R.  Heflin, 
Maysville,  Ken.;  W.  IS.  Evans,  Augusta,  Ken.;  Will  A.  Field,  Augusta, 
Ken.;  B.  F.  McClelland,  Louisville,  Ken. 

Delegate-at  Large — Thomas  T.  Fogle,  New  Albany,  Ind. 

Alternate-at-Large — A.  T.  Brown,  Penicks  Station,  Ken. 

Delegate— J.  Sherman  Steeley,  Williamsburg,  Ken. 

Alternate— Joseph  F.  Biggs,  Louisville,  Ken. 

MAINE. 

Commander — Arthur  L.  Soule,  Portland,  Me. 

Past  Commanders— A.  S.  Libby,  Portland,  Me.;  Charles  H.  Rice,  Bangor, 
Me.;  E.  K.  Gould,  Rockland,  Me.;  T.  G.  Libby,  Vinalhaven,  Me.;  W.  H. 
Perry,  Portland,  Me.;  C.  F.  Hutchins,  Bangor,  Me.;  A.  C.  Cloudman, 
Cumberland  Mills,  Me.;  E.  C.  Moran,  Rockland,  Me.;  C.  E.  Merrill,  Au- 
burn, Me.;  R.  L.  Whitcomb,  Portland,  Me.;  H.  C.  Chatto,  Rockland, 
Me.;  L.  L.  Cooper,  Augusta,  Me. 

Delegate-at-Large — William  H.  Looney,  Portland,  Me. 

Alternate-at-Large — H.  M.  Nickerson,  Portland,  Me. 

Delegates— George  W.  Gragg,  Bath,  Me.;  R.  A.  Cony,  Augusta,  Me.;  J.  C. 

Colby,  Waterville,  Me. 
Alternates— J.  W.  Ph  inney,  W^estbrook,  Me.;  A.  R.  Newcomb,  Old  Town, 

Me.;  H.  M.  Green,  Yarmouth,  Me. 

MARYLAND. 
Commander— Ed  ward  K.  DePuy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Past  Commanders— Miles  W.  Ross,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Sherman  J.  Brown, 
Washington,  D.  C;  Robt.  W.  Wilson,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  E.  R.  Campbell, 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  Otto  L.  Suess,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Frank  A.  White, 
Easton,  Md.;  Frank  O.  Peterson,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Delegate-at-Large — W.  Harry  White,  Easton,  Md. 

Alternate-at-Large— Joseph  T.  White,  Easton,  Md. 

Delegate— Shelton  T.  Cameron,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Substitute — Chas.  S.  Davis,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Alternate — Howard  Wilbur  Ennis,  Washington,  D.  C. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Commander — Orange  H.  Cook,  Melrose,  Mass. 

Past  Commanders — F.  J.  Bradford,  Lawrence,  Mass.;  J.  B.  Maccabe,  East 
Boston,  Mass.;  C.  F.  Sargent,  Lawrence,  Mass.;  H.  S.  Crossman,  Spring- 
field, Mass.;  J.  H.  Hinkley,  Beverly,  Mass.;  N.  O  Upham,  Fitchburg, 
Mass.;  D.  B.  Purbeck,  Salem,  Mass.;  C.  K.  Darling,  Boston,  Mass.  ; 
Wm.  A  Stevens,  Arlington,  Mass.;  W.  H.  Delano,  Sharon,  Mass.;  A.  C. 
Blaisdell,  Lowell,  Mass.;  D.  F.  Goulding,  Boston,  Mass.;  F.  E.  Bolton, 
Boston,  Mass.;  G.  W.  Knowlton,  Arlington,  Mass.;  Harry  D.  Sisson, 
Pittfcfield,  Mass. 
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Delegate-at-Large — William  R.  Waterman,  Hanover,  Mass. 
Alternate-at- Large—  Geo.  B.  McDavitt,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Delegates— O.  S.  Pish,  Pittsfleld,  Mass.;  A.  A.  Tilden,  Arlington,  Mass.; 
Thomas  J.  Hannon,  Dedham,  Mass.;  C.  F.  O'Brein,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Wal- 
ter H.  Brown,  Holyoke,  Mass.;  Henry  E.  Waugh,  Whitman,  Mass.;  F. 
A.  Filson,  Waltham,  Mass.;  Edw.  J.  Green,  Peabody,  Mass. 

Alternates — C.  D.  Rooney,  Winchester,  Mass.;  W.  R.  Davis,  Cambridge, 
Mass.;  L.  C.  Couch,  Taunton,  Mass.;  H.  E.  Morse,  Maplewood,  Mass.; 
Benj.  A.  Harris,  Arlington,  Mass.;  Edwin  H.  Lounsbury,  Woburn,  Mass.; 
Emery  Coulter,  Needhain,  Mass.;  Howard  G.  Arnold,  Pittsfleld,  Mass. 

MICHIGAN. 

Commander — H.  E.  Cowdin,  Rockford,  Mich. 

Past  Commanders— Marvin  E.  Hall,  Hillsdale,  Mich. ;  F.  M.  Williams,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.;  F.  D.  Eddy,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  F.  C.  Stillson,  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.;  Frank  M.  Gier,  Hillsdale,  Mich.;  Fred  M.  Twiss,  Hills- 
dale, Mich.;  F.  J.  McMurtrie,  Three  Rivers,  Mich.;  E.  R.  Henderson, 
Hadley,  Mich. 

Delegate-at-Large — Geo.  E.  Cogshall,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Alternate  at-Large — 

Delegates— H.  O.  Herrick,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.;  Geo.  W.  Davis,  Tekonsha, 
Mich. 

Alternate— C.  J.  Post. 

MINNESOTA. 
Commander — Henry  Stodieck,  Jr.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Past  Commanders— E.  M.  VanCleve,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  E.  H.  Milhan,  St. 
Paul,  Minn.;  A.  S.  Morgan.  Casselton,  Minn.;  E.  D.  Morris,  Red  Wing. 
Minn.;  George  F.  Kelley,  Tracy,  Minn.;  George  H.  Sheire,  Evansville, 
Minn.;  Francis  G.  Drew,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  C.  E.  McColley,  Lisbon, 
Me.;  I.  C.  Patterson,  Princeton,  Minn.;  W.  A.  Mullen,  Madelia,  Minn. 

Delegate-at-Large— D.  W.  Bevers,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Alternate-at- Large — E.  O.  Merriman.  Howard  Lake,  Minn. 

Delegate — J.  E.  Haycraft,  Madelia,  Minn. 

Alternate— H.  L.  Mills,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

MISSOURI. 
Commander— E.  E.  Schoening,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Past  Commanders— J.  J.  Speaker,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  A.  H.  Vandivert, 
Bethany,  Mo.;  E.  R.  Durham,  Bethanv,  Mo.;  R.  Loebenstein,  Chicago, 
111.;  H.  J.  Kline,  Chicago,  111.;  B.  W.  Frauentbal,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  E.  W. 
Raymond,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  F.  E.  Ernst.  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  E.  L.  Gott- 
schalk,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  W.  J.  Zimmerschied,  Sedalia,  Mo.;  W.  K.  West, 
Chicago,  111.;  Manly  Wren,  Bethany,  Mo. 

Delegate-at-Large— Webster  Davis,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Alternate-at-Large— R.  J.  Ramer,  Bethany,  Mo. 

Substitute— Fred  W.  Miller,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Delegates— E.  J.  Eakin,  Cameron,  Mo.;  Samuel  Loebenstein,  Warrens- 
burg,  Mo. 

Alternates— M.  W.  Bauer,  Union,  Mo.;  George  Eller,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

NEBRASKA. 
Commander — W.  H.  Davis,  Wilber,  Neb. 

Past  Commanders— F.  J.  Coates,  Washington,  Neb.;  F.  P.  Corrick,  Cozad, 
Neb.;  P.  A.  Barrows,  St.  Edward,  Neb.;  J.  C.  Elliott,  West  Point,  Neb. ; 
W.  B.  McArthur;  F.  E.  Way,  M.  D.,  Wahoo,  Neb.;  Geo.  F.  Wolz, 
Fremont,  Neb. 

Delegate-at-Large — J.  M.  Thurston,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Alternate-at-Large— A.  H.  Rawitzer,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Delegate— J.  A.  Collins,  Fremont,  Neb. 

Alternate— 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
Commander — W.  S.  Willey,  Somersworth,  N.  H. 

Past  Commanders — F.  H.  Challis,  Manchester,  N.  H. ;  F.  E.  Libby,  Somers- 
worth, N.  H.;  Michael  Crowley,  Charleston,  Mass.;  F.  B.  Perkins,  Man- 
chester, N.  H.;  Ben  0.  Robey,  Nashua,  N.  H.;  James  H.  Joyce,  Somers- 
worth, N.  H.:  Burt  E.  Fisher,  Batavia,  N.  Y.;  Frank  C.  Smith,  Enfield, 
N.  H.;  C.  H.  Little,  Manchester,  N.  H. ;  John  H.  Twombly,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Delegate-at-Large— John  W.  Dufney,  Somersworth,  N.  H. 

Alternate-at-Large — W.  H.  Bellows,  Bennington,  N.  H. 

Delegate — Geo.  B.  Cook,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Alternate — D.  H.  McLinn,  Plymouth,  N.  H. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Commander — Jesse  R.  Dungan,  Somerville,  N.  J. 

Past  Commanders — Fred  B.  Morse,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.;  Andrew  Derrom,  New 
York,  N.  Y.;  Geo.  H.  Perkins,  Atlantic  Crty.  N.  J.;  T.  H.  Edmonds, 
Trenton,  N.  J.;  A.  L.  Sparks,  Camden,  N.  J.;  Geo.  W.  Pollitt,  Paterson, 
N.  J.;  Jas.  E.  Pierson,  Hopewell,  N.  J.;  James  B.  Adams,  Atlantic  City, 
N.  J.;  Lewis  L.  Drake,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Delegate-at-Large — James  M.  Mathews,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Alternate-at-Large — W.  L.  Vauderhoof,  Somerville,  N.  J. 

Delegates- — Howard  B.  Green,  Penn  Grove,  N.  J.;  W.  L.  Vanderhoof, 
Elizabeth,  N.  J.;  E.  W.  McCann,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

Alternates— Isaac  Magill,  Paterson,  N.  J.;  Halsey  R.  Brant,  Philipsburg, 
N.  J.  • 

NEW  YORK. 

Commander — John  M.  Diven,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

Past  Commanders — M.  J.  Downing,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y;  E.  W.  Hatch,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.;  J.  C.  Sawyer,  Matteawan,  N.  Y ;  J.  E.  Hedges,  New  York,  N.  Y; 
George  Addington,  Albany,  N.  Y. ;  W.  H.  Wyker,  Goshen,  N.  Y.;  A. 
Hofefling,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  C.  Holmes,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. ;  W.  S.  Ober- 
dorf,  Danville,  N.  Y. ;  L.  J.  Macy,  Pulaski,  N.  Y.;  A.  G.  Courtney,  Syr- 
acuse, N.  Y. 

Delegate-at-Large — J.  Frank  Durston,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Alternate-at-Large— W.  V.  N.  Stowell,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Delegates— J.  W.  Parkhurst,  Pulaski,  N.  Y. ;  W.  A.  Personias,  Waverly, 
N.  Y.;  W.  D.  Spear,  Yonkers,  N.  Y.;E.  C.  Parkinson,  Rochester,  N.  Y.; 
Charles  E.  Homan,  Brooklyn,  N  Y.;  J.  H.  Murphy,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 

Substitute — Russell  B.  Harrison,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Alternates — B.  G.  Seamans,  Pulaski,  N.  Y. ;  N.  P.  Fredericks,  Rochester, 
N.  Y.;  W.  T.  Severance,  Albany,  N.  Y.;  John  V.  B.  Clarkson,  New  York, 
N.  Y.;  T.  F.  Maxwell,  Troy,  N.  Y.;  H.  R.  Liddle,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

OHIO. 

Commander — A.  W.  Jones,  Youngstown,  O. 

Past  Commanders — E.  H.  Gilkey,  Columbus,  0.;  H.  R.  Bacon,  Toledo,  O.; 
E.  W.  Poe,  Columbus,  O. ;  W.  C.  Wyckoff,  Columbus,  O.;  F.  W.  Myers, 
Parkersburg,  W.  V.;  Henry  Frazee,  Cleveland,  O.;  William  E.  Bundy, 
Cincinnati,  O. ;  C.  J.  Deckman,  Malvern,  0. ;  J.  V.  Hilliard,  Newark,  O.; 
Fillmore  Musser,  Portsmouth,  O. ;  Dan  S.  Gardner,  Massillon,  O. ;  Don 
C  Cable,  Nelson ville,  O.;  L.  V.  Williams,  Ripley,  O.;  D.  Q.  Morrow,  Hills- 
boro,  O. ;  George  A.  Ensign,  Defiance,  O. ;  George  W.  Leonard,  Urbana,  O. 

Delegate-at-Large — Jacob  Wise,  Massillon,  O. 

Substitute — R.  J.  Williams,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Alternate-at-Large— F.  W.  Timmons,  East  Liverpool,  O. 

Delegates— H.  V.  Speelman,  Columbus,  O.;  O.  Esgate,  Akron,  O.;  A.  S. 
Bickham,  Dayton,  O. ;  W.  G.  Thompson,  Lebanon,  O.;  E.  H.  Archer, 
Columbus,  O. 

Alternates — Charles  T.  Scheid,  Fort  Recovery,  O. ;  W.  D.  Kittinger,  Akron, 
O.;  George  T.  Crawford,  Columbus,  O. ;  W.  W.  Pease,  Cincinnati,  O. ; 
A.  E.  B.  Stephens,  Cleves,  O. 

OREGON. 

No  returns  received. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 
Commander — Wildun  Scott,  Milton,  Pa. 

Past  Commanders — J.  H.  Closson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  R.  M.  J.  Reed,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.;  E.  W.  Alexander,  Reading,  Pa.;  W.  H.  Smith,  Allentown, 
Pa.;  H.  H.  Hammer,  Reading,  Pa.;  A.  K.  Howard,  Oil  City,  Pa.;  J.  H. 
Seiferth,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  H.  M.  Russell,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  C.  J.  Miller, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  G.  P.  Brockway,  Oil  City,  Pa.;  J.  L.  Rake,  Reading, 
Pa.;  W.  B.  McNulty,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Gr.  W.  Gerhard,  Hamburg,  Pa.; 
H.  M.  Rebele,  Allegheny,  Pa.;  L.  M.  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  A.  P. 
Davis,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Walter  E.  Smith,  Allentown,  Pa.;  H.  M.  Lowry, 
Indiana,  Pa.;  Chas.  L.  John,  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa.;  C.  E.  Diefenderfer, 
Reading,  Pa.;  James  H.  Tawney,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Delegate-at  Large— J.  Spaulding,  Towanda,  Pa. 

Alternate-at-Large— C.  H.  W.  Schmidt,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Delegates — O.  L.  Pancoast.  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  T.  C.  Harter,  Bloonisburg, 
Pa.;  J.  Culbertson,  Allentown,  Pa.;  J.  Q.  Davis,  Allegheny,  Pa.;  R.  E. 
DeGroff,  Athens,  Pa.;  Geo.  L.  Martin,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  R.  F. 
Schwartz,  Shamokin,  Pa.;  G.  M.  Bostwick,  Montrose,  Pa.;  Harry 
Louderbach,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Win.  E.  Sturges,  Phoenixville,  Pa.; 
Hugh  M.  Irvin,  Curwensville,  Pa.;  J.  R.  Stryker,  Williamsport,  Pa.; 
Walter  R.  Ross,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Alternates— W.  J.  Walton,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  W.  O.  Foster,  Harrisburs:. 
Pa.;  Chester  Lingle,  M.  Phillipsburg,  Pa.;  J.  L.  Salem,  Hazleton,  Pa., 
E.  P.  Wolf,  Berwick,  Pa.;  E.  F.  Allen,  Altoona,  Pa.;  A.  D.  Roth, 
Lebanon,  Pa.;  Charles  Hosmer,  Athens,  Pa.;  D.  P.  Dinker,  Pottstown, 
Pa.;  George  Forster,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  F.  A.  Godcharles,  Milton,  Pa.; 
Forrest  W.  Briggs,  Shickshinny,  Pa.;  Paul  Smyser,  "¥ork,  Pa. 

Substitutes — W.  U.  Hall,  Slatington,  Pa.;  Walter  E.  Duncan,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.;  Geo.  J.  Blum,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Emil  Poerstel,  Jr.;  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
Commander — Chas.  W.  Abbot,  Jr.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Past  Commanders— Chas.  S.  West,  Newport,  R.  I.;  T.  A.  Barton,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.;  T.  M.  Sweetland,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  Wm.  M.  P.  Bowen, 
Providence,  R.  I.;  R.  H.  Dexter,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  A.  B.  Spink,  Provi- 
dence, R.  L;  H.  S.  Thompson,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Delegate  at-Large — Frederick  B.  Cole,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Alternate-at-Large — Henry  D.  Gifford,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Delegate — Ernest  L.  Hackett,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Alternate — Alton  L.  Pierce,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 
Commander — R.  J.  Courtney,  Okobojo,  S.  D. 

Past  Commanders — L.  D.  Lyon,  Watertown,  S.  D.;  D.  L.  Printup,  Britton, 

S.  D.;  Z.  C.  Green,  White,  S.  D.;  C.  B.  Cooke,  Arlington,  S.  D. 
Delegate  at-Large — W.  D.  Nelson,  Pierre,  S.  D. 
Alternate-at-Large — S.  E.  Tubbs,  Henry,  S.  D. 
Delegate — Geo.  Reed,  Arlington,  S.  D. 
Alternate— C.  M.  Alexander,  Watertown,  S.  D. 

VERMONT. 
Commander — William  W.  Lapoint,  Barre,  Vt. 

Past  Commanders— C.  F.  R.  Jenne,  Brattleboro,  Vt. ;  G.  E.  Terrill,  Under- 
bill, Vt.;  John  E.  Fox,  Haverhill,  Vt. ;  E.  T.  Griswold,  Bennington,  Vt.; 
H.  O.  Bixby,  Chelsea,  Vt.;  George  O.  Webster,  St.  Albans,  Vt.;  William 
M.  Sargent,  South  Royalton,  Vt. ;  F.  L.  Green,  St.  Albans,  Vt.;  E.  T. 
Monahan,  Underbill,  Vt. ;  Arthur  I.  Howe,  Brattleboro,  Vt.;  H.  S.  Fos- 
ter, Fort  Leavenworth,  Kan. 

Delegate-at-Large — Glenn  A.  Wilkius,  Underhill,  Vt. 

Alternate-at-Large — 

Delegates— F.  M.  Crossby,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.;  F.  E.  Carlisle,  Chester,  Vt. 
Alternates — 
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WASHINGTON. 
Commander — Clark  V.  Savidge,  Olympia,  Wash. 

Past  Commanders— B.  W.  Coiner,  Tacoma,  Wash.;  E.  W.  Young,  Seattle, 
Wash.;  Harry  Rosenhaupt,  Spokane,  Wash.;  W.  H.  Fletcher,  Tacoma, 
Wash.;  W.  L.  Jones,  North  Yakima,  Wash.;  W.  W.  Sparks,  Vancouver, 
Wash.;  W.  F.  Locks,  New  Whatcom,  Wash. 

Delegate-at-Large — W.  E.  Weigle,  Vancouver,  Wash. 

Alternate-at-Large— 

Delegate — 

Alternate — 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 
Commander — Harry  W.  Thurber,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

Past  Commanders— H.  B.  Baguely,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ;  G.  Ed.  Sylvis, 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.;  W.  H.  Brand,  Canton,  W.  Va.;  R.  F.  Adams,  Hunt- 
ington, W.  Va. 

Delegate-at-Large— H.  S.  McCune,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. 

Alternate-at-Large— C.  F.  P.  Smith,  Wick,  W.  Va. 

Delegate— J.  R.  Morris,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

Alternate— Joseph  Smith,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. 

WISCONSIN. 
Commander — Charles  C.  Townsend,  Benton,  Wis. 

Past  Commanders— F.  J.  Walthers,  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  J.  P.  Sheridan,  East 
Saginaw,  Mich.;  C.  H.  Hudson,  Madison,  Wis.;  H.  S.  Fuller,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.;  George  W.  Wing,  Kewaunee,  Wis.;  R.  L.  McCormick.  Hayward, 
Wis.;  W.  O.  Winter,  LaCrosse,  Wis.;  B.  H.  Wood,  Hawthorne,  Wis.; 
Thomas  L.  Jacobs,  Neenah,  Wis.;  W.  J.  Patton,  Green  Bay,  Wis. 
Delegate-at-Large— William  DeSteese,  Fon  du  Lac,  Wis. 
Alternate-at-Large— J.  W.  T.  Ames,  New  Richmond,  Wis. 
Delegate— F.  H.  B.  McDowell,  Racine,  Wis. 
Substitute— A.  G.  Braband.  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Alternate— J.  M.  Gooding,  Fon  du  Lac,  Wis. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL :  Commander,  the  committee  submit 
this  as  a  preliminary  report.  We  have  several  matters  before  us  which 
we  will  present  in  a  supplemental  report.  In  case  any  of  the  Divisions  here 
reported  entitled  to  representation  should  subsequently  prove  to  be  delin- 
quent with  reports  due  in  the  several  departments,  which  we  have  reason  to 
expect  may  be  the  case  in  some  instances,  the  committee  will  come  in  and 
recall  certain  portions  of  this  report. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  as  submitted  be  adopted  as  the  roll  of  this  Encamp- 
ment, and  that  the  reading  of  the  roll  just  finished  be  the  first  roll  call  of 
this  Encampment. 

WALLACE  L.  VANDERHOOF,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  I  sec- 
ond the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brothers,  it  has  been  moved  and 
seconded  that  the  report  just  read  be  accepted,  and  that  the  roll  as  re- 
ported by  the  committee  be  the  first  roll  call  of  this  Encampment. 

With  your  permission,  brothers,  I  will  divide  the  motion  in  order  to 
give  opportunity  to  any  members  present  who  have  not  answered  to  their 
names  to  do  so  at  this  time.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  division  of  the 
motion  ?  There  appears  to  be  none.  You  will  then  first  take  action  upon 
this  as  the  preliminary  report  of  the  Credentials  Committee.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question  ? 

OBJECTION  TO  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  CREDENTIALS 

COMMITTEE. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
information.  I  want  to  know  how  the  members  of  this  committee  satisfied 
themselves  as  to  the  continued  membership  of  Past  Colonels  of  the  various 
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Divisions.  I  have  heard  perhaps  one  or  two  names  called  that,  according 
to  common  report,  have  been  dropped  members  of  their  Divisions.  Of 
course  I  understand  the  committee  accepts  the  credentials  as  they  are 
handed  in,  and  as  authenticated  by  the  Division  Commander  ;  but  here  is 
an  open  chance  for  Division  Commanders,  through  ignorance  of  what  may 
have  passed,  to  make  mistakes.  Commanders  are  elected  year  after  year  ; 
here  is  a  long  list  of  Past  Commanders  ;  they  have  been  certified  to  and 
certified  to  year  after  year  ;  and  the  present  Commander  does  not  know 
perhaps  that  in  the  years  gone  by  some  whose  names  are  on  this  list  of 
Past  Commanders  have  become  dropped  members  of  the  Order.  Subse- 
quently a  Past  Colonel,  after  having  ceased  for  several  years  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Order,  sees  fit  to  become  a  member  again,  and  naturally  desires 
his  past  perquisites  and  rights.  Now,  it  has  been  at  considerable  expense 
and  trouble  that  I  have  maintained  my  membership  in  this  organization, 
not  being  a  resident  of  the  United  States,  and  it  seems  to  me  a  proper 
thing  that  this  Encampment  should  inquire  most  particularly  as  to  its 
membership  ;  and  1  wish  to  inquire  by  what  process  the  members  of  this 
committee  informed  itself  as  to  the  standing  of  these  Past  Division  Com- 
manders. I  want  to  know  what  returns  the  committee  has  had,  and  how 
it  can  satisfy  itself  of  the  standing  of  a  Past  Colonel  beyond  the  credential 
that  may  have  been  presented,  authenticated  by  the  present  Division  Com- 
mander. I  regard  this  question  as  a  very  vital  one  with  this  Encampment. 
I  feel  we  are  the  proper  body  to  determine  who  shall  have  seats  in  this 
Encampment  and  who  shall  not,  and  that  we  should  not  delegate  it  to  a 
Division  Commander  who  may  not  be  informed  on  the  subject. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  I  understand,  if  I  am  correctly  in- 
formed, the  Committee  on  Credentials  have  based  their  report  upon  the 
certificate  of  election  that  is  forwarded  on  Form  50  by  the  Division  Com- 
mander, attested  by  the  Adjutant,  and  in  addition  thereto  a  comparison 
of  the  Encampment  roll  with  the  credentials  that  are  offered.  For  instance, 
the  question  raised  this  morning  as  to  the  status  of  a  Past  Commander 
whose  name  appears  upon  the  roll  of  the  last  Encampment  of  this  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief,  but  whose  name  is  omitted  from  the  roll  of  the  Four- 
teenth Encampment.  The  committee  did  not  at  that  time  feel  themselves 
at  liberty  to  report  such  name  as  a  member  of  this  body.  I  understand 
that  they  have,  in  making  this  report,  held  open  such  cases  for  further  in- 
vestigation. I  do  not  know  the  particular  case  to  which  Past  Commander- 
in-Chief  Abbott  may  refer,  but  it  is  certainly  the  duty  of  the  members  of 
this  Encampment,  if  they  know  anything  bearing  upon  such  cases,  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Credential  Committee  and  there  and  then  object  to  the 
reporting  of  such  brothers  as  members  of  this  Encampment. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  that  is  the  point  I 
wish  to  make.  There  is  at  this  time  a  name  on  that  roll  to  which  I  object. 
If  this  Encampment  seeks  to  give  this  Past  Colonel  a  seat  in  this  body, 
what  is  the  recourse  of  the  person  who  may  desire  to  be  satisfied,  or  who 
believes  conscientiously  that  such  past  officer  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  here  ? 
What  is  the  recourse  in  this  matter  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF :  The  Chair  would  say,  logically,  if 
this  committee  reports  him  entitled  to  a  seat  here,  and  this  Encampment 
accepts  that  report,  it  consequently  seats  him  ;  that  the  objection  should  be 
made  before  the  committee,  or  here  before  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Then,  Commander,  I  object  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  this  committee  so  far  as  some  Past  Colonels  are 
concerned. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  would  suggest  that 
if  there  are  any  specific  objections  they  be  made  now  specifically,  and  then 
the  rest  of  the  roll  can  be  adopted  and  the  names  that  are  objected  to  can 
be  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  reconsideration. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  That  is  the  force  of  my  last  sugges- 
tion. The  intention  is  that  we  may  have  the  preliminary  report  of  the  com- 
mittee accepted,  barring  those  names  to  which  objection  may  be  made  ;  and 
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that  the  committee  may  take  those  cases  up  and  thrash  them  out  and  make 
a  report  at  some  later  time  to  this  Encampment  concerning  them. 

CASE  OF  PAST  COL.  G.  P.  BROCKWAT,  OP  PENNSYLVANIA. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  while  I  do  not  care 
to  delay  the  convention — I  presume  the  Commander  knows  that  I  do  not — 
I  simply  wanted  to  know  if  I  could  go  quietly  to  this  committee  and  have  a 
hearing,  or  if  I  should  let  it  go  by.  I  have  no  objection  to  stating  specifi- 
cally the  name  I  object  to  in  this  report.  I  refer  to  Past  Colonel  Brock- 
way,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  been  informed  that  he  is  a  dropped  member 
of  the  Order.  That  is  the  rumor.  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  rumor. 
That  is  one  name,  and  there  was  a  name  in  another  Division,  I  was  in- 
formed, would  be  presented  here  that  I  am  told  is  the  name  of  a  dropped 
member.  I  was  spoken  to  at  the  time  just  as  that  was  being  read  and  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  was  read  or  not. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Do  you  desire  to  have  that  Division 
read  again  ? 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  I  will  call  for  a  re-reading  of  the 
report  as  to  the  Division  of  Iowa. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  covering  the  Division  of  Iowa  will  be  read  again. 

THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL  :  The  name  of  G.  P.  Brockway  appears 
upon  the  roll  as  a  Past  Colonel  of  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  certified  to 

on  the  26th  day  of  June  by  as  Adjutant  and  Scott  as  Division 

Commander  ;  received  at  headquarters  on  the  2d  day  of  July. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the 
roll  of  Iowa. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  this  Comrnandery-in- 
Chief  has  no  further  evidence  than  the  certificate  of  the  Division  Comman- 
der. Now,  who  knows  whether  he  has  been  a  dropped  member  from  the 
Order  or  not  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  I  think  we  understand  that  point. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott  calls  for  a  re-reading  of  the  names  of  Past 
Division  Commanders  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Credentials  as  entitled 
to  seats  in  this  body  from  the  Division  of  Iowa. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  names  of  the  Division  Commanders  re- 
ported from  the  Division  of  Iowa  as  follows  : 

Past  Commander  J.  D.  Rowen, 

Past  Commander  L.  A.  Dilly, 

Past  Commander  A.  T.  Wilson, 

Past  Commander  A.  L.  Sorter, 

Past  Commander  H.  M.  Hansen, 

Past  Commander  E.  E.  Hawks, 

Past  Commander  John  H.  Pickett. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  withdraw  any  ob- 
jection to  the  report  of  the  committee  as  to  the  Division  of  Iowa. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  objection  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  as  to  the  Division  of  Iowa  is  withdrawn.  The  objection  stands 
to  the  reporting  of  Colonel  Brockway,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  committee 
will  note  that  objection.  The  question  before  the  Encampment  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  this  preliminary  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  it 
being  understood  that  the  acceptance  of  the  report  is  not  to  apply  to  the 
name  of  Colonel  Brockway,  of  Pennsylvania. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion I  will  incorporate  that  in  my  motion,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  be  accepted  with  that  exception. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  original  motion  now  excepts 
Past  Colonel  Brockway's  name  in  the  Pennsylvania  Division.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  with  the  excep- 
tions noted.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 
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A.  T.  WILSON,  of  Iowa :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  privilege. 
I  wish  to  ask  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott  who  on  the  list  of  the  Iowa 
Division  reported  by  the  committee  he  objects  to. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  will  inform  Brother 
Wilson  that  the  objection  to  the  roll  of  Iowa  was  withdrawn.  Past  Com- 
mander Abbott  said  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  report,  so  far  as  the 
Iowa  Division  was  concerned.  All  in  favor  of  the  motion  as  stated  by  the 
Chair  will  give  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Contrary  the  same  sign. 
It  is  unanimously  carried. 

I  will  now  put  the  second  part  of  the  motion,  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials  as  the  first  roll  call  of  this  Encampment.  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question  ?  All  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  the  usual 
voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary  the  same  sign.  The 
motion  is  carried  unanimously. 

LEWIS  A.  DILLY,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  following 
members  of  the  Indiana  delegation  be  at  this  and  subsequent  roll  calls 
accredited  as  present,  they  being  members  of  the  Local  Committee,  and 
necessarily  absent  in  performance  of  their  duties  on  that  committee  :  Past 
Commanders  Martin,  McGuire  and  Armstrong.  As  I  said,  I  make  this 
motion  because  they  are  on  duty  as  members  of  the  Local  Committee,  and 
cannot  always  be  here,  and  I  think  it  is  only  just  that  they  should  be  accred- 
ited to  the  delegation  of  Indiana. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  a 
motion  is  not  required.  Their  presence  has  been  noted  already  at  this  roll 
call  and  without  objection.    They  will  be  accredited  present. 

LEWIS  A.  DILLY,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  will  they  be  accredited 
present  at  each  roll  call  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  understands  that  it  is 
customary  to  so  accredit  the  Local  Committee.  It  is  always  customary  to 
grant  them  that  courtesy,  and  if  there  is  no  objection  it  will  be  done  during 
this  Encampment.  There  appears  to  be  no  objection  and  the  members  of 
the  Local  Committee  will  be  accredited  present. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 


The  next  business  in  order  is  the  appointment  of  committees. 
The  Chair  will  appoint  the  Standing  Committees  as  follows  : 


ON  CONSTIT fTTION,  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 


John  Redmond,  of  Kansas. 


J.  E.  Haycraft,  of  Minnesota. 
Dan  S.  Gardner,  of  Ohio. 


E.  R.  Campbell,  of  Maryland. 
Geo.  E.  Cox,  of  Connecticut. 


ON  RITUALS  AND  CEREMONIES. 


Horace  Still  well,  of  Indiana. 


George  F.  Wolz,  of  Nebraska. 
W.  S.  Libby,  of  New  Hampshire. 


Harry  D.  Sisson,  of  Massachusetts. 
W.  R.  Heffron,  of  Kentucky. 


ON  RESOLUTIONS. 


R.  M.  J.  Reed,  of  Pennsylvania. 
M.  Crowley,  of  New  Hampshire.  H.  W.  Jones,  of  New  York. 

Wallace  L.  Vanderhoof,  of  New  Jersey.  F.  L.  Sherpard,  of  Illinois. 


ON  OFFICERS'  REPORTS  AND  DISTRIBUTION  OF  WORK. 


Frank  P.  Merrill,  of  Massachusetts. 
George  B.  Abbott,  of  Illinois.  William  E.  Bundy,  of  Ohio. 

W.  S.  Payne,  of  Ohio.  W.  H.  Russell,  of  Kansas. 
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If  there  is  no  objection  we  will  follow  the  precedent  of  other  Encamp- 
ments and  appoint  at  this  time  a  Press  Committee.  Do  I  hear  any  objec- 
tion ?  Assuming  that  there  is  none  I  will  name  as  the  members  of  such 
committee  for  this  Encampment  the  following  brothers  : 

PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

Frank  Martin,  Chairman;  of  Indiana. 
C.  D.  Roney,  of  Massachusetts.  J.  D.  Noel,  of  Indiana. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  DIVISIONS. 

Next  in  the  order  of  business  is  the  reception  and  reference  of  communi- 
cations from  Divisions  to  be  called  alphabetically.  The  Adjutant-General 
will  call  the  roll  and  Divisions  will  present  their  communications. 

W.  P.  FEDER,  of  Kansas:  Commander,  it  is  getting  along  towards 
one  o'clock  and  I  move  we  take  recess. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  I  suggest  that  Brother  Feder  be 
kind  enough  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present,  long  enough  to  per- 
mit the  reception  of  these  communications  and  the  reference  of  the  offi- 
cers' reports  to  the  proper  committees.  They  are  all  printed  and  can  be 
disposed  of  very  speedily.  Unless  we  get  them  in  the  hands  of  the  commit- 
tees we  cannot  get  started  with  our  work  ;  but  after  they  are  referred  we 
can  then  take  recess  until  to-morrow  morning,  thus  giving  the  committees 
time  to  consider  them  and  be  readv  to  report  when  we  meet  again. 

W.  P.  FEDER,  of  Kansas  :    Commander,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Adjutanfc-G-eneral  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

When  the  Division  of  California  was  called  : 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  There  is  a  communication  here  by 
mail  from  the  Division  of  California.  It  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work,  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
Merrill,  Chairman. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  with  the  calling  of  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

When  the  Division  of  New  Jersey  was  called  : 

WALLACE  L.  VANDERHOOF,  of  New  Jersey:  Commander,  New 
Jersey  has  a  communication  that  it  would  like  to  present,  but  it  is  not 
ready  yet. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Division  may  present  it  directly 
to  the  Committee  on  Distribution  of  Work  at  a  later  time. 

The  Adjutant-General  concluded  the  calling  of  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Are  there  any  Divisions  who  have 
failed  to  present  communications  under  Item  7  who  desire  to  do  so  ?  If  so, 
now  is  the  accepted  time. 

WILDUN  SCOTT,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commandev,  the  Pennsylvania 
Division  presents  a  communication. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  will  go  to  the  committee.  Any 
others  ? 

NEWTON  .1.  McGUIRE,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  Indiana  presents 
a  communication. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CAMPS  AND  INDIVIDUALS. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  It  will  go  to  the  committee.  Are 
thei  e  any  others  ?  There  appears  to  be  none.  Reception  and  reference  of 
communications  from  Camps  and  individuals  are  next  in  order.  I  have 
communications  here  from  individuals  in  Minnesota  and  Ohio  which  will 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Distribution  of  Work. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :    I  have  several  here  also. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  They  will  go  to  the  committee  under 
the  rule. 
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GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  wish  to  give  notice 
that  probably  the  Division  of  Illinois  will  ask  later  to  present  a  resolution 
on  a  subject  interesting  to  this  body. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  They  are  at  liberty  to  present  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work,  and  it  will 
go  through  the  regular  channels  without  coming  before  the  Encampment. 
Are  there  any  further  communications  ? 

CONGRATULATORY  LETTERS  AND  TELEGRAMS. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL:  Commander,  I  am  in  receipt  of  the 
following  letters  and  telegrams  : 

Barre,  Vt.,  Sept.  8,  1897. 
Gen.  Jas.  L.  Bake,  care  Sons  of  Veterans  Encampment,  Indianapolis,  Ind. : 

Impossible  to  leave  Vermont  this  week.  The  enemy  are  alarmed  at 
growth  of  Order.  Vermont  boys  coming.  .Best  wishes  to  the  brothers  in 
'98.    Our  tremendous  loss  will  be  regained  and  more  in  the  ranks. 

WILLIAM  W.  LAPOINT, 
Commander. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  Sept.  8,  1897. 
National  Encampment  Sons  of  Veterans,  Indianapolis,  2nd.: 

James  A.  Garfield  Camp,  No.  1,  extends  greetings.  Give  us  old  Ritual, 
pure  and  simple.    Our  punishment  is  complete. 

MILES  W.  ROSS,  ) 

ROBERT  W.  WILSON,  [■  Committee. 

PRANK  0.  PETERSON,) 


Providence,  R.  L,  Sept,  9,  1897. 
Gen.  Jas.  L.  Bake,  Commander  S.  V,  U.  S.  A.,  State  House,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.  : 

Past  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  Barton,  detained  by  ill  health, 
extends  greetings  and  distinguished  considerations. 

T.  A.  BARTON. 


Three  Rivers,  Mich.,  Sept.  8,  1897. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Commandery -in -Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
U.  S.  A.,  in  Encampment  assembled: 

Illness  in  my  family  makes  my  attendance  this  year  an  impossibility, 
a  circumstance  I  deeply  regret.  I  trust  the  Encampment  will  prove  a  most 
enthusiastic  and  enjoyable  one,  and  that  the  legislative  outcome  may  be 
especially  beneficial  to  our  Order  at  large.  Believe  me,  yours  in  heart  and 
soul,  FRED  J.  McMURTRIE, 

Past  Commander  Michigan  Div. 


NASHVILLE  CENTENNIAL  EXPOSITION. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Commander,  I  have  received  also  the 
following  communications  concerning  the  Tennessee  Centennial  Exposition. 

Chamber  op  Commerce, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  September  1,  1897. 
Sons  of  Veterans'  National  Encampment  : 

Gentlemen:— The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  to- 
gether with  other  official  bodies  of  this  city,  beg  very  respectfully  to  tender 
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herewith  a  most  cordial  and  pressing  invitation  for  your  association,  upon 
the  adjournment  of  its  convention,  to  visit  our  Centennial  Exposition  in  a 
body.    Our  Exposition  opens  May  1st  and  continues  for  six  months. 

We  can  assure  you  a  most  hearty  and  cordial  welcome,  and  will  use  all 
possible  means  to  make  your  stay  among  us  pleasant,  and  we  feel  sure  that 
the  recollections  of  your  visit  to  Tennessee  will  be  a  matter  of  pleasure  both 
to  yourselves  and  the  people  of  our  city. 

The  many  attractions  and  inducements  that  our  State  and  city  have  to 
offer  for  the  meeting  here  of  the  different  organizations  of  the  country  in 
this  our  Centennial  year  are  set  forth  in  part  in  the  accompanying  circular. 
Side  trips  to  any  and  all  points  of  interest,  the  many  battlefields,  Hermit- 
age, Lookout  Mountain,  celebrated  stock  farms,  etc.,  can  be  made  in  a  few 
hours'  ride  at  greatly  reduced  rates.  Many  of  the  principal  points  can  be 
reached  without  charge. 

The  lowest  possible  tariff  of  rates  will  be  established  by  the  railroads. 
Full  information  can  be  had  from  your  railroad  agents.  This  will  place  it 
within  the  province  of  all  to  visit  our  Exposition. 

Trusting  to  have  the  presence  of  your  association  and  its  many  friends 
in  our  city,  we  remain,  Yours  respectfully, 

Nashville  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
By  A.  J.  HARRIS,  Pres. 
A.  W.  WILLS,  Sec. 


Office  of  the  Mayor, 

Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Gentlemen  : — The  Mayor  of  Nashville  and  the  City  Council,  through 
its  president,  take  great  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  invitation  extended  by 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  others  to  your  honorable  body  to  visit  Nash- 
ville during  our  Centennial  year.  We  will  see  that  you  receive  a  most  cor- 
dial, hearty  greeting,  and  that  your  stay  shall  not  only  be  pleasant  but 
profitable  to  each  of  you.    We  will  receive  you  with  open  arms. 

Yours  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  M.  MCCARTHY,  Mayor. 
Nashville  City  Council, 

By  H.  S.  WILLIAMS,  President. 


The  American,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Dear  Sirs  :— As  representatives  of  the  daily  press  of  Nashville,  we  join 
most  cordially  in  inviting  your  association  to  visit  our  city.  We  will  gladly 
publish  all  proceedings  of  your  meetings,  and  will  extend  such  other  courte- 
sies as  are  usually  due  from  the  press  on  such  occasions. 

The  American, 
By  LELAND  RANKIN,  Pres. 

The  Banner, 
By  E.  M.  FOSTER,  Bus.  Mgr. 

The  Sun, 
By  S.  C.  CARMACK,  Mgr. 


State  of  Tennessee. 
Executive  Chamber,  Nashville. 


Dear  Sirs  : — It  affords  me  unbounded  pleasure  to  extend  to  your  asso- 
ciation and  to  the  members  of  your  convention  a  most  cordial  and  pressing 
invitation  to  visit  our  Tennessee  Centennial  Exposition. 
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We  feel  proud  of  our  beautiful  white  city — its  unique,  spacious  and  mag- 
nificent buildings,  the  beautiful  grounds,  its  industrial  features,  the  con- 
summation of  all  that  goes  to  make  up  a  progressive  city  and  State.  It  be- 
ing State  and  interstate,  national  and  international  in  its  character,  we  feel 
as  though  a  visit  is  not  only  due,  but  would  prove  of  great  interest  and  bene- 
fit to  the  members  of  your  association.  We  assume  that  the  United  States 
as  a  whole,  and  particularly  the  South,  will  derive  a  great  benefit  from  the 
wonderful  achievement  of  our  people,  and  we  earnestly  beg  your  presence 
and  your  co-operation.  We  invite  you  to  attend  and  promise  you  true 
Southern  hospitality. 

Trusting  you  will  accept  this  invitation,  which  comes  from  me  as  the 
representative  of  the  entire  people  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  I  remain,  very 
respectfully  yours,  ROBERT  L.  TAYLOR,  Governor. 


Tennessee  Centennial 
and  International  Exposition,  Nashville. 

Gentlemen  .-—The  Tennessee  Centennial  joins  most  heartily  in  the  ac- 
companying invitations  and  will  be  greatly  pleased  to  have  you  visit  our 
beautiful  city  in  this  our  Centennial  year. 

We  propose  to  hold,  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  into  the  Federal 
Union,  a  worthy  industrial  exposition. 

On  account  of  the  many  conventions  to  assemble  in  Nashville  this  year, 
we  have  been  enabled  to  secure  a  very  low  transportation  rate,  as  set  forth 
in  letter  from  Chamber  of  Commerce  herewith,  and  we  will  have  the  neces- 
sary convention  halls  in  which  to  hold  any  meetings  you  may  desire  furn- 
ished gratuitously. 

We  will  also  take  pleasure  in  arranging  excursions  at  greatly  reduced 
rates,  should  you  desire  to  visit  Lookout  Mountain,  the  many  battlefields, 
Hermitage,  Mammoth  Cave  and  other  noted  places  in  this  vicinity. 

We  deem  it  proper  to  state  to  you,  however,  that  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  associations  which  will  visit  us  in  the  current  year  we  cannot  ar- 
range for  the  entire  management  of  entertainments,  programs,  etc.,  pre- 
pared for  the  different  conventions,  but  will  aid  you  all  in  our  power,  and 
have  organized  a  special  department  for  the  purpose. 

Trusting  that  you  may  decide  to  come  to  see  us,  we  remain,  yours  very 
truly,  Tennessee  Centennial. 

By  E.  C.  LEWIS,  Director  General. 


THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  read- 
ing of  these  communications.    Are  there  any  others  ? 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  is  there  nothing  be- 
fore the  Encampment  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  There  is  not,  unless  the  Adjutant- 
General  has  something  further  to  present. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois:  After  that,  Commander,  I  would 
like  to  be  heard  a  moment. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  You  have  the  floor,  General  Abbott. 
The  Adjutant-General  has  nothing  further  to  offer.    You  may  proceed. 

RESTORATION  OF  PROPERTY. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois:  Commander,  this  is  a  little  per- 
sonal matter  between  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Adjutant-General  that 
I  wish  to  refer  to  now.  I  have  been  absent  from  the  United  States  for 
some  time,  but  while  I  was  Commander-in-Chief  there  occurred  a  great 
disturbance  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division.  A  certain 
article  belonging  to  headquarters  had  disappeared  and  unfortunately  it 
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disappeared  a  short  time  before  or  after  or  during  the  visit  of  the  Com- 
inander-in-Chief.  Very  properly,  in  looking  after  the  property  of  the  Di- 
vision of  Pennsylvania,  the  Colonel  and  Adjutant  were  exercised  over  the 
matter,  and  as  reflection  had  been  cast  upon  the  Commander-in-Chief,  he 
immediately  appointed  himself  a  committee  of  one  to  straighten  out  affairs 
and  obtain  for  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania  its  lost  property.  I  have  trav- 
eled a  great  many  thousands  of  miles  in  search  of  it  and  have  at  last  suc- 
ceeded, and  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  I  am  present  at  this  Encampment — to 
return  to  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania  its  lost  property.  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  delivering  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  the  long-lost  property  of 
the  Division  of  Pennsylvania. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  I  am  sure  I  am  voicing  the  senti- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  when  I  welcome  back  to  the  fold  this 
long-lost  article  ;  but  we  have  very  grave  doubts  about  the  distance  trav- 
eled by  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott  in  search  of  it.  We  do  not  claim 
any  particular  detective  skill,  but  he  has  always  had  a  guilty  look  since  he 
left  Pennsylvania  at  that  time,  and  we  knew  his  conscience  would  trouble 
him  and  that  he  would  make  restoration  at  some  day.  We  don't  want  to 
say  that  you  took  it,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott,  but  without  doing 
that  we  may  say  you  were  pretty  close  hy  when  it  was  taken.  We  are  much 
obliged  to  you,  and  this  return  at  least  indicates  good  intentions  on  your 
part. 

I  will  now  take  occasion  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  which  1  trust  they  will  accept  in  the  spirit  with  which  it  is  offered. 
We  have  at  very  slight  expense,  that  is,  when  we  take  into  consideration 
ttao  printing  of  the  journal  of  the  proceedings,  had  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Encampment  the  reports  of  the  officers,  and  it  is  entirely  unnecessary 
to  hold  the  Encampment  here  for  hours  to  hear  the  reading  of  the  reports 
which  the  members  of  the  Commandery  can  read  so  much  better  themselves 
at  leisure.  The  committees  have  been  appointed  and  are  ready  to  go  to 
work,  and  I  ask  permission  of  the  Encampment  to  read  the  reports  to  the 
Commandery  by  title  only,  and  then  let  them  go  direct  to  the  committee  in 
'  their  printed. form. 

UNDER  THE  HEAD  OP  MEMBERSHIP. 

In  regard  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  my  report  I  will  explain  that 
I  do  not  claim  them  as  original.  They  represent,  rather,  the  concensus  of 
opinion,  the  result  of  the  replies  to  over  three  thousand  letters  and  a  num- 
ber of  conversations  had  with  people  eligible  to  our  organization.  The  sug- 
gestions contained  are  offered  to  you  merely  as  suggestions.  I  do  not 
claim  that  they  are  going  to  solve  the  difficulty  with  this  Order,  but  I  place 
them  before  you  for  your  consideration.  This  is  the  only  place  where  we 
can  cure  any  ill  that  exists  in  this  organization,  and  I  believe  it  is  your  duty 
to  take  up  the  question  and  solve  it  for  yourselves.  I  have  not  attempted 
to  go  into  detail  in  the  question  at  all.  I  will  request  the  Adjutant-General 
to  read  the  several  reports  by  title,  in  order  that  they  may  be  properly  re- 
ferred. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  reports  by  title,  as  follows  : 
REPORT  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 
REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 
REPORT  OF  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL. 
REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 
REPORT  OF  JUDGE  ADVOCATE-GENERAL. 
REPORT  OF  SURGEON-GENERAL. 
REPORT  OF  CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF. 

The  several  reports  read  by  title  as  above  being  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit  : 
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Headquarters  Commandery  in-Chief, 
Sons  op  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Indtanapolis,  Ind.,  September  9,  1897. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.  S.  A.: 

Brothers  : — We  are  again  permitted  to  meet  to  review  the  events  of 
the  past  year  and  legislate  for  the  future.  Let  us  hope  that  our  delibera- 
tions may  bring  increased  prosperity  to  our  beloved  Order.  In  accounting 
to  you  for  the  administration  of  your  affairs  during  the  term  now  rapidly 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  mindful  of  the  fact  that  much  of  that  which  may 
have  been  desired  remains  undone,  it  is  with  a  sense  of  consciousness  of 
having  endeavored  with  fidelity  and  impartiality  to  fulfill  the  honorable 
position  to  which  you  elected  me  at  Louisville  last  year  that  I  now  return 
to  you  this  precious  charge. 

HEADQUARTERS  AND  RECORDS. 

Headquarters  were  established  in  Rooms  31-32,  Second  National  Bank 
Building.  Re-ading,  Pa.,  on  September  15,  1896,  although  the  furniture  and 
many  of  the  official  records  did  not  reach  us  until  nearly  a  month  there- 
after through  having  encountered  a  railroad  wreck  en  route. 

My  bond  was  duly  executed,  submitted  to  and  accepted  by  the  Council- 
in- Chief.  The  Adjutant  General's  bond  was  promptly  executed  and  ac- 
cepted by  me.  The  system  of  records  contemplated  by  the  C,  R.  and  R., 
and  so  ably  maintained  by  my  illustrious  predecessors,  has  been  continued. 
A  new  Commission  Record  has  been  provided,  as  well  as  a  standard  blank 
covering  the  financial  transactions  between  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
the  Quartermaster-General. 

DECISIONS. 

During  the  year  22  decisions  have  been  rendered,  the  full  text  of  which 
will  be  found  annexed.  A  number  of  replies  to  inquiries  for  official  inter- 
pretations of  portions  of  the  C,  R.  and  R.  are  not  here  recorded,  as  the 
questions  were  in  some  cases  fully  covered  in  plain  language  by  the  particu- 
lar sections  referred  to,  or  in  other  instances  were  readily  answered  by  ac- 
cepted decisions  of  Past  Commanders-in-Chief,  to  which  reference  only  was 
necessary..  Many  questions  submitted  to  these  headquarters  should  prop- 
erly have  been  referred  directly  to  Judge  Advocates,  who  ordinarily  are 
competent  to  pass  upon  the  major  portion  of  the  inquiries,  especially  those 
covered  by  decisions  already  contained  in  the  printed  proceedings. 

C,  R.  AND  R. 

The  Order  as  at  present  constituted  seems  to  be  amply  and  well  gov- 
erned by  the  existing  O,  R.  and  R.  without  making  any  changes,  thereby 
causing  that  confusion  and  dissatisfaction  which  constantly  harassed  Camp, 
Division  and  Commandery-in  Chief  officers  during  the  earlier  years  of  our 
organization. 

I  would  suggest,  however,  that  a  condensed  historical  sketch  of  the 
Order  be  prepared  and  added  to  the  next  edition  of  the  C,  R.  and  R.  It 
should  be  brief  and  cover  those  points  which  are  invariably  inquired  for 
and  of  necessity  require  explanation  by  circular  or  correspondence  when- 
ever a  new  Camp  is  forming. 

THE  BLUE  BOOK. 

It  is  not  only  desirable  but  imperative  that  we  should  have  a  well  in- 
dexed codification  of  the  decisions  which  have  been  rendered  and  accepted 
by  this  body,  but  in.  view  of  the  cost  connected  with  the  work  if  published 
in  the  form  of  the  now  obsolete  Blue  Book  this  publication  could  doubtless 
be  kept  within  our  financial  limits  and  serve  all  purposes  if  prepared  and 
issued  as  an  appendix  to  and  part  of  the  present  edition  of  the  O,  R.  and 
R.,  whereby  an  electrotyped  plate  or  plates  covering  any  subsequent 
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changes  or  additions  could  be  prepared  at  comparatively  small  cost.  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Fourteenth 
Annual  Encampment  to  codify  and  index  the  decisions  for  a  new  Blue  Book, 
and  it  is  possible  that  the  results  of  their  labors,  at  but  slight  additional  ex- 
pense, might  be  made  available  for  this  purpose. 

RITUAL. 

There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  desirability  and  effectiveness 
of  the  present  three-degree  ritual,  and  whilst  there  is  quite  a  decided  ex- 
pression in  favor  of  a  return  to  a  single  degree  work,  I  am  strongly  con- 
vinced that  we  will  never  satisfactorily  overcome  the  objections  to  our 
ritualistic  forms  until  we  adopt  the  suggestion,  so  strongly  advanced  at  our 
last  sessions,  to  entrust  the  task  of  preparing  our  ritual  to  some  competent 
author  specially  versed  and  gifted  in  the  production  of  work  of  this  charac- 
ter. We  must  recognize,  without  in  the  least  underrating  the  literary 
ability  of  the  author  of  the  present  work,  that  the  production  of  a  success- 
ful ritual,  embodying  at  once  dramatic  action  with  an  attractive  motive, 
effective,  yet  brief  and  easy  of  execution,  calls  for  peculiar  ability  which  we 
can  scarcely  expect  to  find  if  we  entrust  the  work  to  a  committee  selected 
at  random  from  the  members  of  this  body. 

COURTS-MARTIAL. 

Only  three  courts-martial  proceedings  were  submitted  to  me  for  review 
and  approval  during  the  past  year,  a  truly  remarkable  and  gratifying  rec- 
ord, clearly  demonstrating  that  serious  infractions  of  our  laws  are  the  ex- 
ception. The  proceedings  were  in  each  case  referred  to  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate-General, and  upon  his  recommendation  approved. 

BONDS  OF  DIVISION  COMMANDERS. 

The  form  for  bonds  of  Division  Commanders,  prepared  under  the  super- 
vision of  my  predecessor,  has  now  been  in  use  sufficiently  long  to  demon- 
strate its  value.  It  has,  up  to  this  time,  met  all  of  the  requirements,  but 
to  increase  its  efficiency,  and  acting  in  accord  with  Decision  28,  of  Past 
Commander-in-Chief  Russell,  I  have  had  prepared  by  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General  a  blank  form  for  the  release  of  such  bonds. 

The  bonds  of  the  recently-elected  Division  Commanders  have  been  ap- 
proved and  filed  with  the  Quartermaster-General  for  all  of  the  Divisions- 
Oregon  alone  excepted.  This  bond  was  returned  for  correction  and  will 
doubtless  be  properly  executed  and  filed  within  the  next  few  days. 

DIVISIONS. 

Our  Divisions  generally  are  in  satisfactory  condition,  well  officered  by 
enthusiastic  brothers  who  strive  for  excellence.  One  serious  fault,  however, 
is  common  to  most  all — slowness  in  making  quarterly  returns — to  which  the 
Adjutant-General  makes  more  extended  reference  in  his  report.  The  fault, 
of  course,  is  primarly  with  the  Camps,  and  the  delinquency  from  this  source 
simply  keeps  on  magnifying  itself  until  it  reaches  the  Commandery- in-Chief 
headquarters,  resulting  in  the  necessity  for  extended  correspondence,  con- 
suming time  and  attention  that  should  be  more  profitably  given  to  matters 
for  the  general  good  of  the  organization  at  large.  A  reference  to  General 
Orders  issued  during  the  year  will  show  plainly  to  what  extent  members  of 
the  Order  have  suffered  through  being  compelled  to  wait  for  months  for  the 
promulgation  of  reports  containing  information  which  they  rightly  may 
expect  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  close  of  the  quarter. 

The  Oregon  Division  has  not  been  in  a  healthy  or  prosperous  condition, 
due  to  the  indifference  and  neglect  of  the  recent  Commander,  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  allowing  the  routine  work  of  his  office  to  take  care  of  itself,  deliber- 
ately removed  from  the  Division  without  proper  leave.  The  Washington 
Division  suffered  similarly,  although  the  trouble  in  this  case  was  due  to  re- 
ported illness  in  the  family  of  the  then  Commander.  There  is  little  excuse, 
however,  to  be  offered  by  a  Division  officer  for  the  failure  to  at  least  ac- 
knowledge official  communications.  Both  of  these  Divisions,  I  am  pleased 
to  say,  have  elected  Commanders  who  seem  to  be  interested  in  their  work, 
and  to  possess  the  ability  and  energy  necessary  to  restore  confidence,  and 
bring  these  Divisions  to  a  prosperous  condition. 
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The  C,  R.  and  R.  provides  no  penalty  or  form  of  discipline  for  derelic- 
tions on  the  part  of  Division  Officers,  other  than  a  loss  of  representation  in 
the  Annual  Encampments  or  the  revocation  of  charter  after  failure  for  three 
quarters  to  make  returns,  penalties  which,  in  my  judgment,  are  inadequate, 
in  that  the  Division,  through  neglect  on  the  part  of  its  officers,  may  be 
hopelessly  wrecked  before  the  remedy  may  be  applied,  and  just  so  long  as 
we  fail  to  attach  a  penalty  for  neglect,  so  long  will  we  have  to  endure  the 
evils  complained  of. 

COMMITTEES. 

At  the  last  sessions  of  the  Cominandery  in-Chief  the  spirit  of  economy 
asserted  itself  to  such  a  marked  extent  that  one  would  be  led  to  suppose 
that  our  treasury  had  been  irredeemably  bankrupted,  or  that  this  body  was 
made  up  of  a  class  recruited  from  the  millionaires  of  our  land.  Either  of 
these  suggestions  might  be  conveyed  from  a  reading  of  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings, which  disclose  the  fact  that  every  special  committee  therein 
authorized  was  to  serve  "without  expense  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief." 
While  advocating  the  strictest  economy,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  will  not 
fall  into  similar  error  during  the  present  sessions.  If  the  proposed  labors 
of  a  committee  are  of  sufficient  importance  to  the  Order  to  warrant  its  ex- 
istence it  is  no  more  than  right  that  a  reasonable  sum  should  be  set  apart 
for  such  natural  expenses  as  may  be  incurred. 

The  several  committees  specially  authorized  by  the  last  Encampment 
were  duly  appointed  and  will  doubtless  be  ready  to  make  formal  reports 
during  the  present  session.  I  feel  particularly  grateful  to  the  brothers  who 
have  served  on  these  committees  and  have  given  their  time  and  money  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Order. 

BENEFICIAL  FEATURES. 

Every  year  we  find  the  question  of  incorporating  beneficial  features  cov- 
ering sickness  and  death  being  more  strongly  urged,  and  there  are  at  this 
time  quite  a  number  of  Camps  that  have  adopted  one  or  the  other  of  the 
many  plans  presented  to  them,  and  in  some  cases  Division  organizations  are 
moving  in  this  direction.  The  success  attending  the  introduction  of  these 
features  has  been  varied,  and  must  of  necessity  continue  to  be  so  until  we 
shall  either  adopt  some  feasible  plan  as  part  of  our  fundamental  laws,  or 
entirely  abandon  all  connection  with  the  same. 

RELATIONS  WITH  THE  G.  A.  R. 

Nothing  has  occurred  during  this  administration  to  mar  the  uniformly 
pleasant  relations  which  have  existed  between  ourselves  and  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson  and  his  associates 
have  been  ever  ready  to  render  us  valuable  aid,  and  through  their  direct 
efforts  many  of  our  weaker  Camps  have  been  strengthened  and  new  Camps 
organized.  The  several  Department  Commanders  and  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps  have  likewise  shown  great  interest  in  our  work,  and  to  these  veterans 
and  their  auxiliary  do  our  thanks  go  out. 

L.  A.  S. 

I  have  always  been  of  the  opinion  that  our  interest  in  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society  has  been  a  more  or  less  superficial  one  ;  not  that  we  do  not  appre- 
ciate their  work  and  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  organized,  but  there 
has  never  been  that  close  relationship  existing  which  would  tend  to  prove 
the  sincerity  of  our  oft  repeated  words  of  encouragement — words,  without 
active  co-operation— which,  properly  bestowed,  would  strengthen  their 
organization  and  in  turn  benefit  our  own  Camps. 

FINANCES. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  revenue  of  the  Commandery  in-Chief 
is  derived  mainly  from  per  capita  tax,  which  has  remained  stationary  for  a 
number  of  years  as  a  unit  against  a  steadily  decreasing  membership,  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  poor  policy  to  attempt  to  increase  the  same  at  this  time. 
The  comprehensive  report  of  the  Quartermaster-General  will  give  you  a 
very  clear  idea  of  our  financial  transactions  during  the  past  year. 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

The  most,  important  matter  that  comes  before  us  to-rlay  is  the  question 
of  our  membership.  "Year  after  year  your  Commanders-in-Chief  have 
brought  to  your  notice  this  highly  important  subject,  but  up  to  this  time 
little  or  no  attention  seems  to  have  been  paid  to  the  warning  notes  so  oft 
repeated.  We  cannot  afford  longer  to  temporize  with  this  question.  It  is  a 
duty  we  owe  to  ourselves  to  try  to  realize  the  condition  which  confronts  us, 
and  to  set  about  to  discover  and  apply  the  remedy. 

We  have  all  doubtless  realized  in  a  carelessly  general  way  that  our 
numerical  strength  is  by  no  means' proportionate  to  our  opportunities,  and 
possibly,  that  we  have  been  unable  apparently  to  check  the  annual  decrease 
in  our  numbers,  but  how  many  of  us  have  taken  the  trouble  to  analyze  the 
figures  to  see  what  they  actually  do  represent?  To  demonstrate  how  fear- 
fully we  have  lost  in  membership  it  is  only  necessary  to  review  the  statis- 
tics covering  a  comparatively  recent  period.  The  Adjutant-General's  con- 
solidated reports  show  that  in  the  June  quarter  of  1891  we  carried  upon  our 
rolls  54,728  members  in  good  standing.  During  the  remaining  quarters  of 
1891  we  mustered  9,376  recruits.  During  1892  we  added  17,913  recruits;  in  1893, 
10,730;  in  1894,  9,800;  in  1895,  11,069;  in  1896, 10,118,  and  in  the  March  quarter 
of  1897,  2,573  recruits,  a  total  of  71,679  new  members  mustered  exclusive  of 
gains  from  reinstatements,  and  which,  with  the  membership  accredited  in 
good  standing  in  the  June  quarter  1891  of  54,728  members,  should  enable 
us  to  show  at  this  date  something  like  125,000  members.  With  the  natural 
increase  added  for  gains  from  reinstatements  we  might  reasonably  expect 
to  have  reached  the  150,000  mark.  As  against  this  the  Adjutant-General's 
consolidated  report  for  the  quarter  ending  March  30,  1897,  shows  a  total 
membership  in  good  standing  of  just  32,075.  In  other  words,  we  have  dur- 
ing the  past  six  years  added  annually  an  average  of  nearly  12,000  new  re- 
cruits, and  notwithstanding  this  steady  and  quite  respectable  addition,  we 
have  been  unable  to  check  the  unusual  loss  in  our  aggregate  membership, 
for,  citing  again  from  the  records,  we  find  the  following  :  Starting  in  June, 
1891,  with  54,728  members,  we  have  accredited  as  enrolled  in  the  March 
quarter  of  each  of  the  succeeding  vears — 1892,  54,479  members  ;  1893,  47,216 
members;  1894,  39,625  members;  1895,  36,605  members;  1896,  34,964  mem- 
bers, and  1897,  32,075  members,  a  condition  that  is  to  say  the  least  appall- 
ing. 

I  have  endeavored  in  the  limited  time  allotted  to  me  to  discover  a  cause 
for  this  lamentable  condition,  and  with  this  in  view  I  have  embraced  every 
opportunity  to  consult  with  the  membership  of  our  Order  representing  the 
different  sections  of  our  country,  prominent  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and 
citizens  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  our  organization  on  account  of  its 
patriotic  aims,  and  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  chief  source  of 
the  trouble  is  an  inherent  weakness  due  to  our  present  form  of  constitution 
and  operation,  which  only  a  reconstruction  on  different  lines  can  remedy. 
I  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  place  before  you  in  detail  a  method  by 
which  we  may  strive  to  overcome  the  trouble,  but  I  do  hope  to  show  you 
the  imperative  necessity  for  a  careful  consideration  of  the  suggestions  I 
shall  present,  which  are  the  outcome  of  my  inquiries,  and  which,  if  system- 
atically undertaken  and  pursued,  will,  I  believe,  lead  us  to  the  desired 
result. 

The  numerous  interviews  and  communications  which  I  have  had  on 
this  subject  tend  to  show  conclusively  that  the  general  adoption  of  the 
military  feature  as  at  present  obtains  with  us  is  objectionable  to  the  average 
citizen  who  is  eligible  to  membership  in  our  organization.  There  are,  of 
course,  those  to  whom  the  military  feature  is  attractive,  but  I  am  firmly 
convinced  that  such  is  not  the  case  with  the  great  majority  of  those  whom 
we  desire  to  enroll  as  members  in  our  organization.  As  a  consequence  we 
limit  our  membership  to  the  few,  comparatively  speaking,  and  too  often 
thereby  lower  the  general  standing  of  our  Camp  membership.  There  are 
many  arguments  to  be  advanced  pro  and  con,  but  I  can  see  no  good  reason 
why  the  question  intelligently  and  fully  submitted  for  serious  consideration 
should  not  practically  solve  itself.  As  an  exception  to  the  statement  just 
made,  the  success  of  the  G-  A.  R.  has  been  quoted  to  illustrate  the  correct- 
ness of  our  position  on  the  military  feature,  but  as  has  been  so  aptly  re- 
marked by  a  prominent  member  of  that  organization,  to  whom  much  of 
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our  earlier  success  is  due,  they  occupy  a  totally  different  position,  their 
uniform  of  the  period  of  their  actual  service  fittingly  represents  deeds  of 
valor,  to  which  we  cannot,  with  but  few  exceptions,  lay  claim.  We  have 
continued  to  experiment  for  a  number  of  years  on  precisely  the  same  lines 
as  those  upon  which  the  Order  was  organized,  and  with  results  as  above 
shown.  There  is  nothing  theoretical  about  the  figures  presented  to  you  ; 
they  are  facts,  and  we  must  meet  them  with  intelligent  and  positive  action 
if  we  are  to  hope  to  survive  and  attain  the  numerical  strength  necessary  to 
place  us  in  a  position  to  be  of  actual  service  to  the  surviving  veterans  as 
enunciated  in  the  principles  and  objects  of  our  organization. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  in  bringing  this  matter  before  you  to  adduce  argu- 
ment for  the  adoption  of  hasty  legislation.  The  matter  is  too  serious  and 
involves  too  many  issues  to  be  quickly  determined.  My  investigations, 
however,  lead  me  to  the  sincere  belief  that  our  future  success  will  lie  in  a 
complete  revision  of  our  fundamental  laws  whereby  the  Order,  without  in 
any  way  affectingthe  essential  part  of  our  constitution  embracing  the  Title, 
Principles,  Objects,  Organization  and  Eligibility  Clause  as  they  at  present 
exiot,  will  become  a  great  patriotic,  civic  body  of  importance.  This  sugges- 
tion would  contemplate  the  abolition  of  the  military  and  uniform  features 
as  we  know  them  to-day,  depending  upon  the  adoption  of  a  single  standard 
button-hole  decoration  of  neat  and  attractive  design  for  general  use,  and 
the  badge  for  public  occasions,  certain  well  defined  patriotic  holidays,  and 
general  Camp  room  purposes.  For  that  minority  who  are  eligible  to  mem- 
bership in  our  organization,  who  take  deep  interest  in  military  matters, 
provision  could  be  made,  empowering  a  Division  Commander  to  issue  a  dis- 
pensation permitting  a  Camp  to  establish  an  armed  and  equipped  body  as 
soon  as  a  Camp  expressed  its  willingness  and  ability  to  so  arm,  equip  and 
maintain  a  minimum  company,  battery  or  troop  after  the  strict  standard  of 
the  present  U.  S.  Army  regulations  in  connection  with  and  directly  under 
the  control  of  the  Camp.  Such  a  body,  armed,  equipped  and  drilled  after 
a  recognized  and  uniform  standard  would  in  time  become  of  positive  value 
and  command  respect.  Moreover,  it  would  certainly  remove  the  just 
grounds  for  the  adverse  criticisms  to  which  the  utter  lack  of  uniformity  in- 
cident to  the  present  system  has  subjected  the  Order  on  occasions  of  all 
public  appearances. 

If  such  changes  as  are  herein  outlined  shall  be  found  to  be  desirable  it 
would  permit  of  the  revision  of  many  of  our  present  blank  forms  and  the 
omission  of  others,  with  the  result  that  we  could  readily  simplify  the  cler- 
ical work  of  the  Order  to  an  extent  that  would  enable  us  to  obtain  efficiency 
in  this  direction.  Much  of  the  present  system  entailing  upon  the  officers 
of  Camps  and  Divisions  the  preparation  of  useless  statistics  could  be 
avoided  ;  the  general  returns  could  be  less  frequently  made,  saving  to  these 
branches  of  our  organization  considerable  sums  of  money,  and  having  a 
general  tendency  to  secure  capable  officers  who  would  be  interested  in  their 
work.  Either  a  revision  of  the  work  to  a  reasonable  basis  or  an  increase  in 
the  terms  of  office  for  Division  and  Commandery-in-Chief  officers  must  fol- 
low if  we  are  to  expect  any  improvement  from  this  source,  since  with  our 
present  cumbersome  system  many  officers  are  but  fairly  started  in  their 
work  when  they  are  compelled  to  give  way  to  their  successors,  who,  in  turn, 
simply  encounter  similar  discouraging  experiences. 

The  prescribed  badges  of  the  Order,  of  artistic  and  appropriate  design, 
would  not  of  necessity  need  revision,  other  than  that  the  wearing  of  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  badges  is  never  desirable,  and  a  simple  law  could  be  enacted 
permitting  of  the  wearing  of  but  one  badge  on  all  public  occasions,  or  dur- 
ing the  meetings  of  either  of  our  bodies,  letting  it  optional  with  past  officers 
to  wear  a  single  badge  denoting  their  highest  rank,  or  any  intermediate 
rank  as  their  preference  might  be. 

In  view  of  the  vital  importance  of  this  question  I  have  omitted  to  make 
the  customary  recommendations  covering  other  minor  changes  that  have 
suggested  themselves,  in  the  hope  that  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  the 
brothers  here  assembled  may  be  confined  to  the  consideration  of  this  one 
grave  question  of  our  numerical  strength,  firmly  believing  that  responsive 
action  on  your  part  will  be  the  effective  means  of  bringing  the  Order,  in 
personnel  and  numbers,  to  that  proud  position  which  we  of  right  ought  to  oc- 
cupy, and  at  the  same  time  be  the  incentive  for  the  permanent  establish, 
ment  of  a  military  feature  that  will  be  creditable  to  the  organization. 
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OFFICERS  AND  STAFF. 

The  officers  and  staff  have  been  unremitting  in  their  attention  to  the 
duties  of  their  respective  stations.  The  cordial  relations  which  have  char- 
acterized our  official  intercourse,  and  their  uniform  willingness  to  perform 
every  duty  assigned  to  them,  cannot  but  leave  the  most  pleasant  memory  of 
my  official  tenure  of  office.  Truly  it  has  been  an  official  family  without 
even  the  semblance  of  a  "  family  jar,"  always  ready  and  anxious  to  counsel 
and  advise  with  one  another  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Order.  Through 
the  very  nature  of  the  position  I  was  brought  more  closely  into  contact 
with  the  Quartermaster  and  Adjutant-Generals,  and  my  unbounded  admir- 
ation for  these  two  worthy  brothers,  formed  through  friendship  of  many 
years'  standing,  has  in  no  degree  been  lessened.  Brother  Loebensteinr 
through  long  service  in  his  position,  has  acquired  that  experience  which  at 
once  makes  him  a  most  valuable  officer  and  a  safe  adviser.  Brother  Ham- 
mer brought  to  the  office  of  Adjutant-General  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
duties  of  the  station  through  service  in  his  Division  for  an  almost  uninter- 
rupted period  dating  back  to  the  formation  of  our  Order.  With  a  training 
embodying  promptness  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  perforin  no  detail  has  escaped  his  watchful  care.  A  loyal  friend 
and  ardent  worker  who  in  the  daily  routine  of  headquarters1  work  has 
made  labor  a  pleasure. 

And  now,  retiring  from  the  high  office  to  which  you  were  pleased  to 
elect  me  last  year,  and  returning  to  assume  my  share  of  labor  in  the  ranks 
once  more,  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  uniform  kindness 
with  which  the  loyal  brothers  throughout  the  Order  have  come.to  my  assist- 
ance in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties.  May  our  deliberations,  ripened 
with  the  experience  of  the  past,  lead  our  great  Order  in  the  patriotic  work 
in  which  we  are  engaged  to  teach  the  young  and  old  of  every  nationality, 
that,  under  the  guidance  of  a  Divine  Providence,  there  shall  be  but  one 
people  and  one  flag  in  this  land  of  liberty.  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISIONS. 
DECISION  I.    (J.  A.  Gen.  Op.  I.) 

Reading,  Pa.,  November  25,  1896. 
Col.  A.  O.  Courtney,  Commander  Neiv  York  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U. 
S.  A.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— The  question  which  you  submit  on  ap- 
peal taken  by  Camp  No.  26,  from  your  decision,  "Can  a  member  who  has 
been  dropped  by  a  Camp  which  afterwards  ceased  to  exist  be  elected  a 
member  of  the  Order  and  mustered  into  another  Camp  without  a  dispen- 
sation?" has  been  duly  considered. 

The  Judge  Advocate-General  is  of  the  opinion,  in  which  I  concur,  that 
a  dropped  member  of  a  Camp  which  has  ceased  to  exist  cannot  be  mustered 
into  another  Camp  until  he  has  paid  $2.00  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  or  to 
the  Division  Commander,  and  a  dispensation  has  been  granted.  Section  4 
of  Article  IX,  page  62,  of  the  O,  R.  and  R.  is  very  plain  on  this  point. 

Your  decision  is  sustained  and  the  appeal  is  dismissed. 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  L.  RAKE, 
Commander-in-Chief. 

DECISION  II. 

Reading,  Pa.,  December  19,  1896. 
Capt.  Charles  T.  Sedgwick,  Henry  S.  Cohn  Camp,  No.  5,  Louisville,  Ky.: 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother  .-—Replying  to  your  favor  of  the  18th  current, 
I  am  compelled  to  say  that  Article  V  of  the  O,  R.  and  R.  explicitly  defines 
the  eligibility  to  membership  in  our  organization,  and  the  axiomatic  princi- 
ple would  follow,  "  That  what  is  not  specifically  permitted  is  prohibited.'1'' 
The  question  of  honorary  membership  has  previously  been  raised  and  has 
always  been  disposed  of  negatively. 
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I  am  quite  sorry  that  I  cannot  hold  out  to  you  any  hope  in  tbe  direction 
you  cite,  but  inviting  your  serious  considei'ation  of  the  subject  I  believe  you 
will  agree  with  me  that  such  a  step  would  establish  a  precedent  that  would 
in  a  little  time  entirely  undo  just  what  we  strive  to  attain  in  our  eligibility 
clause.  Fraternally  yours, 

J.  L-  RAKE, 
Commander-in-Chief. 

DECISION  III. 

Reading,  Pa.,  January  16,  1897. 
Col.  L.  L.  Cooper,  Commander  Maine  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Augusta,  Me.: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :—  Replying  to  your  favor  of  the  14th  current, 
I  would  respectfully  direct  your  attention  to  the  C,  R.  and  R. ,  Camp  Con- 
stitution, Article  IV,  Sections  2,  3,  4,  pages  10,  11,  which  clearly  govern  the 
cqses  cited.  If  the  two  brothers  in  question  did  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  provisions  of  our  laws,  to  which  reference  is 
made,  there  is  no  way  in  which  they  can  regain  their  honors  as  Past  Cap- 
tains, except  through  service  in  the  Camps  to  which  they  are  now  attached. 
This  question  has  been  similarly  ruled  upon  by  nearly  every  Commander- 
in-Chief  during  the  past  five  years.    Fraternally  yours, 

J.  L.  RAKE, 
Commander-in-Chief. 

DECISION  IV. 

Reading,  Pa.,  January  21,  1897. 
Sherman  Harvey,  Captain-elect  John  Welton  Camp,  No.  96,  Indiana  Division, 
Monroe  City,  Ind.  : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— The  Judge  Advocate-General,  Brother  John 
Redmond,  has  referred  to  me  your  favor  of  15th  current,  with  request  for  an 
official  decision  on  the  question,  "  Can  an  honorably  discharged  Union 
soldier  hold  office  in  tbe  Sons  of  Veterans  when  there  are  not  enough  mem- 
bers in  the  Camp  to  fill  the  offices  ?  " 

I  can  find  no  authority  that  will  permit  of  an  office  in  a  Camp,  Division 
or  the  Commandery-in-Chief  being  held  by  any  other  than  a  member  of  the 
Order.  Any  modification  of  our  laws  that  would  permit  of  an  office  being 
held  by  one  not  a  member  of  the  Order  would  at  once  nullify  the  eligibility 
clause — the  very  rock  upon  which  we  are  founded,  and  I,  therefore,  hold  it 
would  be  unconstitutional  ;  further,  that  there  is  no  authority  by  which 
even  the  Commander-in-Chief  may  grant  a  dispensation  to  permit  of  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution.       Fraternally  yours, 

J.  L.  RAKE, 
Commander-in-  Chief. 

DECISION  V. 

Reading,  Pa.,  February  2,  1897. 
Col.  J.  B.  Adams,  Commander  Neiv  Jersey  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S. 
A.,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— Herewith  I  return  to  you  Form  16,  in 
the  matter  of  service  record  pf  Emile  Tietze,  enlisted  June  30th,  1863,  in 
Capt.  James  M.  Bell's  unattached  Cavalry,  Penna.,  and  discharged  there- 
from August  9,  1863.  From  the  return  attached  thereto  you  will  observe 
that  the  War  Department  records  do  not  show  that  this  organization  was 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  formal  discharge  re- 
turned to  you  with  correspondence  bearing  upon  this  case,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  would  seem  to  conclusively  confirm  the  above 
return  from  the  War  Department. 

Article  V,  Chapter  1,  C,  R.  and  R.,  in  defining  our  eligibility  clause,  is 
explicit  in  that  it  bases  proof  of  service  upon  a  United  States  discharge. 
This  particular  portion  of  our  law  has  never  yet,  to  my  knowledge,  been 
questioned.  On  the  contrary  it  is  sustained  by  numerous  decisions  and 
opinions.  See  General  Bundy's  Decisions,  VI,  VII  and  X,  proceedings 
Fourteenth  Encampment,  in  which  he  cites  prior  decisions  and  opinions. 


30 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


While  I  feel  the  deepest  regret  for  the  party  concerned,  until  he  can 
conclusively  show  that  his  father  holds  a  discharge  from  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  I  must  hold  that  he  has  been  illegally  mustered  into  our 
Order,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  the  muster  is  null  and  void. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Com  mander-in-Chief . 


DECISION  VI.    (J.  A.  Gen.  Op.  II.) 

Reading,  Pa.,  February  15,  1897. 

Col.  D.  Q.  Morrow,  Commander  Ohio  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.r 
Hillsboro,  O.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — The  proceedings  in  the  court-martial  of 
Brother  George  Crute,  of  J.  C.  Fremont  Camp,  No.  177,  are  hereby  returned. 

A  few  irregularities  appear.  1.  The  proper  charge  should  have  been 
"conduct  unbecoming  a  member  in  his  relation  to  the  Order."  2.  The 
accused  was  not  present,  but  was  arraigned  and  pleaded  guilty.  3.  The 
statement  of  Al.  Siler,  who  is  not  shown  to  be  a  member  of  the  Order,  is  not 
sworn  to.  However,  as  the  Judge  Advocate-General  tersely  puts  it,  the 
service  was  good  and  the  evidence  of  guilt  is  clear,  and  the  findings  and 
sentence  of  dishonorable  discharge  are  hereby  concurred  in  and  approved, 
and  you  are  directed  to  see  that  the  same  is  carried  into  effect. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  VII.    (J.  A.  Gen.  Op.  III.) 

Reading,  Pa.,  March  15,  1897. 

Col.  William  O.  Dustin,  Commander  Illinois  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U, 
S.  A.,  D wight,  III.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — I  return  herewith  proceedings  in  the 
court  martial  of  Brother  John  J.  McCue,  of  Camp  No.  87,  together  with  his 
appeal  from  your  decision. 

The  point  as  to  whether  he  was  legally  removed  from  office  does  not 
enter  into  the  charges,  and  the  sentence  being  other  than  dishonorable 
discharge,  the  proceedings  need  not  come  to  me  for  review.  It  would  seem, 
however,  that  the  proper  remedy  for  Captain  McCue  after  having  been  re- 
moved, would  have  been  by  an  appeal  from  your  order  of  removal,  and  not 
through  the  process  of  court-martial. 

The  evidence  shows  and  the  court  found  that  he  had  disobeyed  orders, 
and  I  am  not  inclined  to  disturb  your  order  of  removal. 

The  appeal  from  your  order,  irrespective  of  the  court-martial  proceed- 
ings, is  dismissed  and  your  decision  will  stand. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  VIII. 

Reading,  Pa.,  March  15,  1897. 

Col.  W.  F.  Locke,  Commander  Washington  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U. 
S.  A.,  New  Whatcom,  Wash.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— Acknowledging  your  favor  of  the  9th 
current  with  enclosure,  it  ha6  been  decided  that  the  holder  of  a  transfer  is 
not  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  visiting  Camps.  (See  Decision  of  General 
Bundy,  XI,  page  27,  Proceedings  Fourteenth  Encampment),  which  became 
a  law  by  the  acceptance  of  the  decision  by  that  body. 

The  ground  is  covered  so  fully  by  the  decision  just  cited  that  no  further 
comment  is  necessary.    Fraternally  yours, 

J.  L.  RAKE, 
Commander  in-Chief. 
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DECISION  IX. 

Reading,  Pa.,  March  17,  1897. 

Col.  R.  B.  Oglesbee,  Commander  Indiana  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S. 
A.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  : 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — To  the  general  question  which  you 
submit,  "A  Past  Captain  of  a  Camp  which  was  disbanded  in  June,  1894,  and 
never  reinstated,  is  given  a  transfer  card  by  the  Division  Commander  in 
February,  1897,  he  having  been  shown  to  be  in  good  standing  in  his  Camp 
at  the  time  of  its  disbandment,  and  he  immediately  deposits  his  card  in  and 
becomes  a  member  of  another  Camp.  Is  he  now  entitled  to  rank  as  a  Past 
Captain?"    I  answer,  no. 

The  life  of  a  transfer  card  is  clearly  indicated  by  the  C,  R.  and  R.,  and 
if  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  the  holder  has  not  availed  himself  of  its 
privileges,  and  is,  in  consequence,  considered  as  honorably  discharged,  it 
would  seem  to  be  only  equitable  that  the  power  to  grant  a  transfer  after 
one  year  from  the  date  of  disbandonment  of  a  Camp  should  not  be  exercised. 

It  is  true  that  Chapter  II,  Article  IV,  Section  4,  distinctly  says,  "  Mem- 
bers of  disbanded  Camps,  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  such 
dissolution,  shall  receive  from  their  Division  Commander,  etc.,  etc.,"  but 
certainly  the  intent  of  this  language  is  that  such  transfers  shall  be  issued  at 
or  about  the  time  of  the  disbandonment  of  the  Camp.  Should  the  Division 
Commander,  through  any  neglect,  fail  to  issue  such  transfers,  members  en- 
titled to  receive  them  would  have  their  remedy.  The  very  fact  that  a  past 
officer  had  been  content  to  rest  without  his  rightful  certificate  of  standing 
for  a  period  of  nearly  three  years  would  indicate  that  he  had  but  little  in- 
terest in  his  past  rank.    Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  X. 

Reading,  Pa.,  March  18,  1897. 
R.  J.  Bosworth,  Member  Division  Council,  Indiana  Division,  Sons  of  Veter- 
ans, U.  S.  A.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— Answering  your  favor  of  the  17th  instant, 
I  must  confess  that  the  language  of  the  C,  R.  and  R.,  Chapter  V,  Article 
XII,  Section  2,  is  somewhat  ambiguous.  There  is  an  evident  omission  in 
that  it  does  not  specifically  except  the  members  of  the  respective  Division 
Councils  from  the  list  of  those  to  whom  commissions  shall  be  issued,  and  this 
omission  has  been  recognized  by  the  preceding  administrations. 

The  C,  R.  and  R.  does  not  provide  for  any  insignia  of  rank  for  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Division  Council,  and  it  naturally  follows  that  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion that  these  officers  should  be  commissioned. 

I  do  think,  however,  that  some  form  of  certificate,  omitting  rank, 
should  be  provided  for  these  officers,  and  I  will  take  occasion  to  so  recom- 
mend to  the  next  Encampment.    Fraternally  yours, 

J.  L.  RAKE, 
Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  XI. 

Reading,  Pa.,  March  19,  1897. 

Col.  R.  B.  Oglesbee,  Commander  Indiana  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S. 
A.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. : 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— Replying  to  your  favor  of  the  15th  in- 
stant, in  which  you  ask  for  an  official  decision  as  to  (1)  the  effectiveness, 
and  (2)  the  legality  of  certain  resolutions  presented  and  favorably  passed 
upon  after  the  election  of  all  officers  and  delegates  by  the  Encampment  of 
the  Indiana  Division,  held  at  Frankfort  in  July,  1896,  it  is  not  necessary  at 
this  time  to  discuss  the  intent  of  such  resolution  as  covered  by  your  first 
question.  It  only  remains  for  us  to  consider  the  point  embodied  in  your 
second  question,  which  really  becomes  the  vital  one,  "Was  the  resolution 
legally  adopted  ?"  I  hold  that  it  was  not,  and  that  it  consequently  falls. 
Clause  15,  Order  of  Business,  Chapter  III,  page  34,  specifically  cites  the  only 
exception  to  any  transposition  in  the  Order  of  Business.    It  stands  as  the 
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clearly  expressed  intention  of  the  fraraers  of  this  clause  that  the  election 
and  installation  of  officers  shall  be  the  final  business  of  an  Encampment. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  XII. 

Reading,  Pa.,  March  31,  1897. 

Col.  Jesse  JR.  Dungan,  Commander  New  Jersey  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
U.  S.  A.,  Somerville,  N.  J: 

Mt  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— Replying  to  your  favor  of  the  30th  cur- 
rent, in  which  you  ask  if  a  member  can  hold  two  commissions,  1  have  to 
say  that  the  contemporaneous  holding  of  two  commissioned  offices  has  been 
repeatedly  passed  upon  adversely. 

See  Decision  XXXIX,  page  39,  Proceedings  Fourteenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment, by  General  Bundy.  Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  XIII.    (J.  A.  Gen.  Op.  IV.) 

Reading,  Pa.,  April  8,  1897. 

Colonel  James  H.  Tawney,  Commander  Pennsylvania  Division,  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, U.  S.  A.,  Philadelphia  : 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :—  In  the  court-martial  of  Abraham  L.  Erd- 
man,  of  Camp  No.  13,  convicted  of  conduct  unbecoming  a  member  in  his  re- 
lation to  the  Order,  and  sentenced  to  dishonorable  discharge,  the  record  in 
the  case  is  herewith  returned  to  you. 

The  finding  of  the  court  is  concurred  in  and  appi*oved,  and  you  will  at 
once  proceed  to  carry  the  same  into  effect.    Fraternally  yours, 

J.  L.  RAKE, 
Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  XIV. 

Reading,  Pa.,  May  18,  1897. 

O.  H.  Graves,  Quartermaster  Kansas  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Emporia,  Kan.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — Replying  to  your  favor  of  15th  instant, 
wherein  you  ask  the  question,  "Can  an  applicant  be  mustered  the  record 
of  whose  father's  service  is  not  to  be  obtained,  excepting  on  the  bare  affida- 
vit of  his  foster  father,  who  is  willing  to  certify  to  the  fact  that  the  appli- 
cant's father  was  in  the  army  and  was  honorably  discharged  ?  " 

I  am  compelled  to  answer  in  the  negative.  Chapter  II,  Article  II,  Sec- 
tion 1  of  the  C.,  R.  and  R.,  specifically  covers  the  requirements,  which  can- 
not be  dispensed. 

It  has  always  been  held  that  an  applicant  must  produce  satisfactory 
evidence  that  his  father  was  actually  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  and  was  honorably  discharged  therefrom.  (See  Decision  X,  by  Gen- 
eral Bundy,  proceedings  Fourteenth  Annual  Encampment). 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  L.  RAKE, 
Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  XV. 

Reading,  Pa.,  May  27,  1897. 

S.  S.  Mullen,  Adjutant  Indiana  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  In- 
dianapolis, Ind.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  the  24th 
current  for  opinions  on  certain  questions,  I  hold  : 

1.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  Picket  Guard  should  approach  the  altar 
to  make  the  salute  each  time  he  retires  or  re-enters  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
mitting late  comers  ;  the  salute  given  from  his  station  should  answer  every 
purpose. 

2.  When  the  Sergeant  of  the  Guard  retires  to  execute  an  order,  and  upon 
re-entering  the  Camp  room,  he  should  salute  at  the  altar. 
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3.  "While  it  is  true  that  certain  of  the  charges  to  the  recruit  plainly  in- 
form him  that  he  can  be  admitted  to  another  Camp  only  when  the  Captain 
or  Lieutenants  of  his  own  Camp  are  present  to  vouch  for  him,  it  must  be 
evident  that  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  this  language  was  other  than  it 
appears  to  us  in  type,  since  to  comply  with  the  same  would  practically  pre- 
vent those  visitations  to  other  Camps,  which  become  necessary  and  de- 
sirable. 

4.  I  can  find  nothing  in  our  C,  R.  and  R.  which  would  lead  me  to  be- 
lieve that  a  member  can  be  compelled  to  wear  a  uniform  in  Camp.  Nor 
can  I  understand  how  a  Division  Officer  could  be  compelled  to  wear  the 
uniform,  although  compulsion  should  not  be  necessary  in  the  latter  case. 
If  the  wearing  of  the  uniform  is  obnoxious,  the  officer  should  resign  if  he 
cannot  overcome  his  objections.  It  occurs  to  me,  however,  that  the  wear- 
ing of  the  uniform  should  have  received  consideration  prior  to  the  accep- 
tance of  office.  Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-ill-  Chief. 


DECISION  XVI.    (J.  A.  Gen.  Op.  V.) 

Reading,  Pa.,  May  31,  1897. 
Col.  Arthur  I.  Howe,  Commander  Vermont  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U. 
S.  A.,  Brattleboro,  Vt: 

Mi  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — In  response  to  your  favor  of  11th  cur- 
rent, in  which  you  raise  the  question,  "  Can  a  member  of  Division  Council 
while  off  duty  participate  in  the  business  of  the  Division  ?"  I  enclose  to 
you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General's  Opinion  V,  in  which 
he  holds  that  a  member  of  Division  Council  is  not  entitled  to  participate  in 
the  business  of  the  Division  while  off  duty  on  leave  of  absence,  in  which  I 
concur.  Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  XVII. 

Reading,  Pa.,  June  14th,  1897. 
Col.  Edward  E.  DePuy,  Commander  Maryland  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C: 

My  Dear  Sir  axd  Brother  :— In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  10th  inst., 
wherein  you  ask  for  official  opinions  on  certain  points,  I  have  to  say  : 

1.  The  dropped  member  is  required  to  pay  a  sum  equal  to  one  year's 
dues,  which  is  in  addition  to  such  fee  for  re-muster  as  the  Camp  which  he 
joins  by  its  By-Laws  stipulates. 

2.  If  a  former  member  of  a  disbanded  Camp  (as  contemplated  by  De- 
cision XIII,  by  General  Russell,  which  you  cite)  deposits  his  transfer  within 
the  period  of  its  life,  and  before  it  lapses  into  an  honorable  discharge,  he 
retains  all  past  honors.         Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  XVIII. 

Reading,  Pa.,  July  6th,  1897. 
Col.  S.  S.  Schoening,  Commander  Missouri  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S. 
A.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :—  Replying  to  your  favor  of  1st  current, 
covering  resolution  passed  by  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  your 
Division,  requesting  ruling  defining  the  proper  Salute  of  the  Flag  for 
Camps,  itis  clearthat  the  form  of  salute  prescribed  for  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  and  Division  Encampments  on  page  93  of  the  Ritual,  is  intentionally 
different  from  that  intended  for  Camps  as  contained  in  the  Ritual  on  last 
line,  page  8,  which  is  clearly  intended  to  cover  the  Cap  Salute  only,  and 
which  should  be  used  by  Camps.  There  is  nothing,  however,  to  prevent 
the  representatives  of  your  Division  from  formally  bringing  this  question 
before  the  Commandery-in-Chief  for  consideration,  through  the  proper 
committee,  at  its  next  Encampment. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 
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DECISION  XIX.    (J.  A.  Gen.  Op.  VI.) 

Reading,  Pa.,  August  3, 1897. 

John  Vogt,  Past  Captain  Hays  Camp,  No.  4,  Pennsylvania  Division,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

M.Y  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— I  am  in  receipt  of  your  appeal,  through 
Division  Commander  Scott,  from  the  decision  of  the  Division  Commander 
and  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division, 
held  at  Towanda,  June  8-9,  1897. 

Your  appeal  is  based  on  the  paragraph  in  the  articles  of  agreement 
entered  into  between  the  then  Eastern  and  Western  Divisions  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  ratified  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  at  Buffalo  in  1886  (proceed- 
ings Fifth  Annual  Encampment,  page  60),  reading  as  follows  :  "That  the 
Colonel  of  the  proposed  Pennsylvania  Division  be  not  elected  for  more  than 
two  consecutive  terms  from  the  same  section  east  or  west  of  the  meridian 
upon  which  Bellefonte  is  located,  and  that  this  resolution  be  in  effect  until 
repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  proposed  Pennsylvania  Division  En- 
campment." Your  appeal  also  petitions  that  I  shall  declare  the  election  of 
the  Division  Commander,  Wildun  Scott,  in  view  of  the  above  cited  agree- 
ment, as  void,  and  substitute  in  lieu  thereof  the  name  of  Brother  Emil 
Poerstel. 

After  having  received  the  Judge  Advocate-General's  opinion,  in  which 
I  concur,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  good  reason  for  sustaining  your  ap- 
peal.   On  the  contrary  : 

1.  The  O,  R.  and  R.  clearly  empowers  Divisions  to  elect  their  officers, 
and  I  can  find  no  exception  made  in  the  case  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division, 
whereby  the  selection  of  a  Division  Commander  shall  be  confined  to  any 
particular  locality,  and  were  the  agreement  upon  which  your  appeal  is 
based  found  to  be  of  force  and  effect  in  other  directions,  it  would  be  sub- 
ject to  grave  doubt  since  it  could  not  readily  be  held  to  supersede  the  pro- 
visions of  the  C,  R.  and  R. 

2.  In  1888,  or  nearly  two  years  after  the  ratification  by  the  Command- 
ery-in-Chief of  the  agreement  upon  which  you  base  your  appeal,  the  Penn- 
sylvania Division  assumed  a  provisional  condition  in  consequence  of  Special 
Order  No.  13  of  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott.  The  Division  was  reorgan- 
ized on  August  1,  1888,  by  the  Encampment  convened  at  Williamsport,  Pa., 
under  authority  given  by  Special  Order  No.  14  of  Commander  in-Chief 
Abbott,  and  has  since  had  existence  and  is  continuing  to  work  under 
charter  granted  August  3,  1888.  By  this  charter  it  is  doubtless  true  that 
all  agreements  made  prior  to  that  time  not  specially  excepted  by  the  C, 
R.  and  R.  were  abrogated,  and  are  no  longer  of  force  and  effect. 

3.  The  fact  that  the  last  four  Division  Commanders  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Division  were  selected  from  territory  originally  in  the  old  Eastern  Division 
of  Pennsylvania  clearly  indicates  that  the  Division  has  considered  the 
agreement  in  question  null. 

4.  In  case  we  should  have  found  that  Brother  Scott  was  not  the  legally 
elected  Division  Commander,  Brother  Poerstel,  not  having  received  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast,  would  still  have  no  claim  to  the  office,  and  a  new 
election  would  of  necessity  follow. 

The  appeal  is,  therefore,  dismissed.  Yours  fraternally, 

J.  L.  RAKE, 
Commander-in  Chief. 


DECISION  XX.    (J.  A.  Gen.  Op.  VII.) 

Reading,  Pa.,  August  5,  1897. 

Col.  A.  T.  Wilson,  Commander  Iowa  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Cedar  Rapids,  Ioiva.  : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — I  return  to  you  herewith  proceedings  in 
the  court-martial  of  Brother  George  E.  Marsh,  Camp  No.  211,  your  Division, 
convicted  of  conduct  unbecoming  a  member  in  his  relation  to  the  Order, 
and  sentenced  to  dishonorable  discharge. 

The  proceedings  appear  to  be  regular,  and  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  Judge  Advocate- General  I  have  approved  of  the  findings  and  sen- 
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tence,  and  you  are  hereby  directed  to  have  the  same  carried  into  effect  at 
once.  Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  XXI.    (J.  A.  Gen.  Op.  VIII.) 

Reading,  Pa.,  August  5,  1897. 
Fred.  E.  Ernst,  Past  Commander  Missouri  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S. 
A.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— Delay  in  replying  to  your  favor  of  the 
14th  ultimo  is  due  through  the  postal  department  in  consequence  of  the 
change  of  address  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  to  whom  the  question 
had  been  submitted  for  an  opinion. 

You  inquire  on  behalf  of  Camp  No.  17  :  "  When  does  a  recruit  become  a 
member,  and  when  shall  the  Camp  commence  charging  dues?" 

The  Judge  Advocate-General  is  of  the  opinion,  in  which  I  concur,  that 
a  recruit  becomes  a  member  of  the  Order  when  he  has  received  the  three 
degrees,  as  provided  in  the  Ritual.  Dues  cannot  be  charged  or  collected 
until  the  three  degrees  have  been  conferred. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISION  XXII. 

Reading-,  Pa.,  August  10,  1897. 
Capt.  E.  V.  Bonstein,  Camp  No.  233,  Pennsylvania  Division,  Sons  of  Veter- 
ans, U.  S.  A.,  Easton,  Pa.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — I  am  in  receipt,  through  Division  Com- 
mander Scott,  of  the  resolution  addressed  to  me  by  your  Camp,  under  date 
of  23d  ultimo,  appealing  from  Commander  Scott's  action  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  Adjutant,  owing  to  his  residence,  and  protesting  against  the  re- 
moval from  the  Quartermaster's  department  in  Philadelphia,  of  any  of  the 
furniture,  books,  papers,  blank  forms,  etc.,  basing  your  appeal  on  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Pennsylvania  Encampment,  at  Gettysburg,  June  3,  1896,  covered 
by  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Officers'  Reports  (page  35  printed  pro- 
ceedings), as  follows  :  "  We  suggest  to  the  Encampment  the  advisability  at 
this  time  of  taking  advantage  of  the  constitutional  privilege  of  electing  a 
Quartermaster  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  placing  Division  Headquar- 
ters at  a  point  agreeable  to  such  election.    *    *    *  Carried." 

1  must  confess  that  I  cannot  find  any  valid  ground  upon  which  you 
base  this  appeal,  inasmuch  as  Commander  Scott  has  not  in  any  way  vio- 
lated either  the  O,  R.  and  R.,  or  the  will  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  as 
expressed  in  the  above  cited  legislation.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  for- 
cible reasons  why  the  appeal  should  not  stand,  among  which  are  : 

1.  The  Division  in  enacting  the  afore  cited  legislation  simply  took  advan- 
tage of  the  constitutional  privilege  accorded  them  to  elect  a  Quartermaster 
for  a  term  of  years,  and  at  the  same  time  decided  to  locate  headquarters  at 
a  point  agreeable  to  said  selection,  which  has  been  done,  and  I  do  not  find 
that  Commander  Scott  has  in  any  way  attempted  to  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  the  elected  Quartermaster,  nor  has  he  attempted  to  remove  the 
headquarters  of  the  Quartermaster  from  Philadelphia,  where  they  have 
been  located. 

2.  Article  IV,  Section  5,  page  27,  of  the  C,  R.  and  R.,  clearly  empowers 
the  Division  Commander  to  appoint  certain  officers,  among  others  the  Ad- 
jutant, without  any  restriction  as  to  the  place  of  residence  of  that  officer, 
and  any  action  by  a  Division  Encampment  in  confliction  with  the  C,  R.  and 
R.  would  be  void  and  without  effect. 

3.  That  the  Division  Commander's  power  to  appoint  an  Adjutant  from 
any  locality  within  the  Division  is  unquestioned  goes  without  saying,  and 
if  added  strength  were  needed  to  this  argument,  I  might  cite  his  further, 
right  under  certain  circumstances  to  appoint  acting  Adjutants,  clearly  in- 
dicating the  scope  of  his  power  in  this  direction. 

4.  The  Division  Commander  has  no  right,  under  conditions  now  being 
considered,  to  remove  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Quartermaster  any  of 
the  books,  papers,  blanks,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  department  of  that  officer,, 
at  least  so  long  as  the  officer  in  question  is  not  under  discipline  ;  he  has, 
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however,  the  undoubted  right  to  establish  his  own  headquarters,  as  well  as 
those  of  his  Adjutant,  where  best  the  business  of  the  Division  can  be  looked 
after,  and  likewise  is  he  entitled  to  remove  to  such  headquarters  all  of  the 
books,  papers,  blanks  and  appurtenances  belonging  to  the  respective  de- 
partments of  the  Division  Commander  and  Adjutant. 

5.  The  present  condition  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  is  in  this  respect 
analogous  to  that  of  the  Cominandery-in-Chief  ;  the  latter  has  elected  a 
Quartermaster-General  for  a  term  of  years,  aud  looated  headquarters  at 
Chicago,  still  the  headquarters  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Adjutant- 
General,  with  the  books  and  blanks  belonging  to  the  same,  is  migratory. 

The  appeal  is  dismissed.    Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

REPORT  OF  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Headquarters  Commanders- in- Chief, 
Sons  op  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Department  op  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief, 

Denver,  Colo.,  August  9th,  1897. 
To  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Members  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment of the  Commandery-inQhief of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.: 
Brothers  :— Agreeable  to  a  custom  adopted  by  former  Encampments, 
1  desire  to  submit  a  report  as  Senior  Vice  Commander  in-Chief.  At  no  time 
during  the  past  year  has  it  been  necessary  for  me  to  assume  command  of 
this  grand  patriotic  Order.  Providence  has  blessed  our  Coinmander-in- 
Chief  with  health  and  strength  to  properly  and  efficiently  perform  the 
duties  of  his  office,  and  by  this  Divine  guidance  and  care,  we,  as  an  organ- 
ization, have  been  conducted  safely  through  these  troublous  times.  The 
national  presidential  election  of  last  year  and  the  exceeding  financial  and 
commercial  depression  have  been  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  advancement 
of  our  Order.  Nevertheless  out  of  it  all  we  have  been  blessed  with  some 
increase  to  our  membership  and  an  increased  zeal  among  our  membership. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I  desire  to  recommend  to  this  Encampment  : 

First.  That  a  resolution  be  adopted  by  this  Encampment  authorizing 
"the  Commander-in-Chief  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members  of  this 
Encampment  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting  to  the  Seven- 
teenth Annual  Encampment  for  rejection  or  adoption  by  that  body,  a  sys- 
tem of  life  insurance,  with,or  without  accident  and  sick  benefit.  Member- 
ship in  suoh  insurance  association  to  be  optional  with  members  of  the 
Order. 

Second.  Unless  otherwise  recommended  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
would  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  by  this  Encampment  ex- 
pressing sympathy  with  and  approval  of  the  efforts  of  our  brothers, 
fathers  and  others,  now  residents  of  Hawaii,  looking  to  the  annexation  of 
that  country  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

Third.  That  it  would  be,  in  my  judgment,  for  the  advancement  of  our 
Order,  if  we  would  adopt  a  system  by  which  we  would  have  two  branches 
or  degrees — a  civic  and  a  military — the  civic  to  include  all  members  of  the 
Order,  and  the  military  only  those  members  who  will  devote  the  time  and 
money  necessary  to  make  a  presentable  military  body. 

To  our  Commander-in-Chief  and  staff  we  owe  a  large  debt  of  gratitude 
and  thanks  for  their  zealous  and  earnest  work  in  behalf  of  our  beloved  in- 
stitution. To  guide  and  control  a  craft  floating  down  stream  when  all  is 
well  is  comparatively  an  easy  matter;  but  to  take  the  craft  up  stream, 
against  the  tide  and  other  obstructions,  is  quite  another  thing.  We  all 
appreciate  the  good  work  accomplished,  and  gratefully  acknowledge  it. 

As  to  the  work  in  the  western  part  of  our  jurisdiction,  I  would  say: 
That  the  Camp-fires  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  are  burning  brightly,  and  the 
sound  of  songs  of  friendship,  charity  and  loyalty,  with  words  of  remem- 
brance for  our  fathers  and  their  noble  deeds,  are  heard  on  every  hand.  So 
much  is  this  true  that  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  principles  advanced 
and  taught  by  our  Order  have  taken  such  a  firm  hold  upon  the  citizens  of 
this  nation  that  there  will  never  be  again,  in  the  history  of  our  beloved  land, 


REPORT  OF  THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 


37 


a  time  when  it  will  be  drenched  with  the  blood  of  our  own  citizenship,  but 
it  will  ever  remain  one  united  country,  under  one  flag,  and  ever  be  one 
people,  having  no  king  but  God,  and  ever  vigilant  for  personal  and 
national  liberty.  Fraternally  submitted, 

LEO  W.  KENNEDY, 
Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief. 

REPORT  OF  JUNIOR  VICE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief, 
Sons  op  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Department  Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief, 

Louisville,  Kv.,  August  12th,  1897. 
Gen.  J.  L.  Rake,  Commander-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  my 
report  as  Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief.  At  the  time  of  my  election  to 
this  honorable  position,  last  September,  I  had  promised  myself  to  do  great 
things  for  the  cause  of  our  grand  Order  ;  but,  unfortunately  for  myself,  on 
the  1st  of  November,  1896,  I  was  stricken  down  with  a  severe  sickness,  and 
have  not  recovered  as  yet.  This  must  be  my  excuse  for  doing  absolutely 
nothing  in  the  good  cause  this  year.  In  May,  1897,  I  attended  the  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Division  of  Kentucky,  held  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  beg  to 
say  that  it  was  most  prosperous  and  the  best  attended  Encampment  that 
the  Division  of  Kentucky  has  ever  had.  Arguing  from  this,  I  think  that 
the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  this  State  are  beginning  to  be  awake  and  alive  to 
the  interests  of  the  Order,  and  will  do  more  than  they  have  ever  done  be- 
fore for  it. 

At  the  invitation  of  Speed  S.  Fry  Camp,  No.  8,  Division  of  Kentucky, 
under  whose  auspices  the  decoration  ceremonies  were  held  at  the.  National 
Cemetery,  on  the  battlefield  of  Mills'  Spring,  I  traveled  from  my  home  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  Somerset,  Kentucky,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
and  on  the  3lst  day  of  May,  1897,  endeavored,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to 
deliver  an  address  upon  that  occasion.  That  is  all  that  I  have  been  enabled 
to  do  for  the  good  of  the  cause  this  year,  but  would  have  done  more  had  I 
been  physically  able  to  do  so.  Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  M.  BUCKLEY. 

REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 

Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief, 

Sons  op  Veterans,  U.  S.  A. 
Department  op  Adjutant-General. 

Reading,  Pa.,  Sept.  1,  1897. 
To  Gen.  James  Lewis  Rake,  Commander-in-Chief  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A..- 

Esteemed  Sir  and  Commander  : — 1  have  the  honor  to  herewith,  in 
compliance  with  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  present  my  report 
as  Adjutant-General  for  the  term  of  1896-1897. 

The  various  statements  or  tabulated  forms  will  show  in  detail  what  is 
unnecessary  to  consume  in  words  and  space  to  explain. 

Your  daily  supervision  of  affairs  at  headquarters,  and  having  been  in 
constant  touch  with  the  details  and  work  of  this  department,  make  you 
thoroughly  familiar  with  all  that  has  been  done  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  executed. 

RECORDS. 

All  the  records  of  the  office  as  required  by  the  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations  were  given  the  required  attention.  One  new  "  Commission 
Book,"  or  Volume  No.  2,  for  recording  commissions,  was  added  during  the 
past  year,  Volume  No.  1  having  been  filled.  In  all  other  details  the  records 
have  been  carefully  kept  and  all  returns  recorded  and  noted. 

QUARTERLY  REPORTS. 

The  returns  and  payment  of  per  capita  tax  quarterly  is  a  source  of 
much  trouble  in  this  office.  It  is  the  fault  of  Division  Commanders,  Adju- 
tants and  Quartermasters.    Some  are  too  careless  and  give  their  reports 
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■seemingly  little  if  any  attention.  Some  have  no  regard  (apparently)  for 
correctness,  or  little  if  any  manifest  interest  or  pride  in  their  work  or  of 
making  proper  records  for  their  Divisions,  so  that  their  reports  are  often 
-forwarded  in  such  a  state  as  to  make  an  officer  with  good  S.  V.  training, 
with  regard  for  correct  and  proper  returns,  blush  for  the  extent  of  the 
knowledge  such  who  present  reports  of  that  character  seem  to  possess. 

We  are  justified  in  expecting  more  from  the  officers  and  staff  in  Divi- 
sions than  any  other  branch  of  the  Order.  Yet  there  are  many  First  and 
Quartermaster-Sergeants  who  have  more  pride  in  having  their  reports  cor- 
rect and  better  than  a  number  of  Adjutants  and  Quartermasters. 

I  have  frequently  been  obliged  to  get  out  or  make  up  the  reports  of  Ad- 
jutants that  were  merely  submitted  to  headquarters  in  form.  It  is  ordi- 
nary and  quite  usual  for  Adjutants  to  pay  no  regard  whatever  to  the 
"  number  of  members  in  good  standing  at  date  of  last  report,"  and  instead 
of  starting  their  quarterly  reports  with  that  actual  number,  simply  start 
with  what  in  their  judgment  may  be  right,  depending  upon  the  acceptance 
of  such  reports  at  headquarters,  or  "to  be  corrected  there."  Naturally 
there  are  exceptions,  and  to  those  this  does  not  apply,  for  they  were  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  condition  of  affairs  as  left  by  their  predecessors  in  certain 
Divisions. 

The  delay  of  Division  Commanders  in  forwarding  their  reports  and  per 
capita  tax  is  most  exasperating,  and  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  prevent  the 
same  it  always  occurs.  Stringent  methods  seem  to  have  no  bearing  to 
bring  about  the  desired  promptness  in  this  respect. 

Our  advice  in  a  number  of  instances  to  overcome  delays  has  been  to 
have  Division  Commanders  detail  their  Division  and  Staff  officers  to  visit 
delinquent  and  other  Camps,  to  secure  reports  and  tax  and  forward  same  to 
headquarters.  This  is  an  admirable  plan  and  when  carried  out  has  been 
most  beneficial  and  successful  in  preventing  unnecessary  delays  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  tax  and  reports,  as  well  as  suspension  of  Camps  and  members. 

PAYMENT  OF  TAX  ON  REINSTATEMENTS. 

One  of  my  predecessors  in  his  report  states  that  he  did  not  note  the 
suspensions  of  Camps  as  reported  by  the  various  Divisions  in  their  quarterly 
consolidated  reports,  in  the  Record  or  Descriptive  Books  of  Camps. 

I  regularly  and  carefully  noted  every  Camp  reported  suspended  in 
every  Division  for  the  non-payment  of  per  capita  tax,  as  well  as  the  rein- 
statement, etc.,  of  each  Camp  reported.  I  carefully  noted  suspended 
Camps,  and  marked  the  dates  thereof  in  each  instance,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  the  record  correct  as  to  the  proper  amount  of  per  capita  tax  to 
secure  from  Divisions  when  they  reported  such  Camps  reinstated  from 
suspended. 

In  a  number  of  instances  there  was  objection  to  the  payment  of  per  cap- 
ita tax  for  all  the  quarters  due  on  Camps  reinstated.  The  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  is  clear  on  this  and  the  result  was  that  the  Com- 
mandery-in  Chief  secured  the  dues  or  per  capita  tax  it  was  justly  entitled 
to.  It  caused  considerable  trouble  during  the  year,  but  as  it  was  right  it 
paid  for  the  annoyance  and  labor  imposed.  If  the  period  or  date  of  sus- 
pension of  such  Camps  had  not  been  noted  or  recorded,  we  naturally  would 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  dues  or  per  capita  tax  on  reinstated  Camps 
that  had  been  suspended  for  more  than  one  quarter.  , 

FORM  No.  37. 

A  great  improvement  on  the  consolidated  returns  or  quarterly  report  of 
Ad  j  utants,  Form  37,  can  be  made,  and  one  that  will  produce  a  most  beneficial 
result  financially  as  well  as  otherwise  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  It  is 
in  the  matter  of  reporting  Camps  reinstated  from  suspension.  I  suggest 
that  under  the  "Recapitulation"  on  the  present  Form  37,  there  be  provided 
these  headings,  "Camps  and  number  of  members  reinstated  in  each  of  said 
Camps  "  for  one  quarter,  for  two  quarters,  for  three  quarters  and  for  four 
quarters  (respectively)  and  "on  which  per  capita  tax  is  due  for  the  quar- 
ters shown,"  in  addition  to  the  number  in  good  standing  and  on  which 
"tax  is  due  for  this  quarter."  There  should  be  four  columns  for  each  quar- 
ter, under  the  heading  of  which  the  number  of  Camp  and  its  reinstated 
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membership  should  be  shown,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  tax  due  the  Corn- 
mandery-in-Chief  on  said  Camps  and  their  membership  as  reinstated. 

CHANGE  IN  FORM  No.  49. 

I  urge  the  adoption  of  the  recommendation  of  several  of  my  predeces- 
sors relative  to  change  in  Form  49 — "Certificate  of  Election  of  Division 
Officers,"  wherein  they  recommended  that  the  form  in  question  be  bo  re- 
vised as  to  also  include  the  roster  or  appointment  of  the  Division  Staff  Offi- 
cers. At  present  there  is  no  form  provided  to  obtain  the  official  appoint- 
ments of  staff  officers  by  Division  Commanders.  There  should  be  such  a 
form. 

"OLD  GLORY"  AND  OUR  COLORS. 

From  the  day  that  we  took  possession  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  Head- 
quarters "  Old  Glory"  has  been  floating  in  the  breeze  day  and  night  from  a 
flag-staff  from  our  rooms.  It  has  caused  favorable  comment  on  the  part  of 
the  public  press  and  the  community  in  our  city  of  85,000  population,  and  to 
our  membership  and  the  Grand  Army  Posts  of  Reading  it  has  been  a 
source  of  pride  and  given  them  much  pleasure  as  a  lesson  in  patriotism. 
The  Order  reaped  the  benefit  of  this  feature. 

The  colors  of  the  Coiumandery-in  Chief  have  had  careful  attention  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  and  as  a  matter  of  protection  and  preservation  tarlatan 
coverings  were  prepared,  in  which  the  flags  or  colors  were  encased.  In  this 
manner  they  were  exposed  and  suspended  in  the  rooms  on  the  walls  as  a 
means  of  caring  for  them  against  the  ravages  of  moths  or  other  causes 
which  they  were  liable  to  be  damaged  by  in  being  rolled  up  or  kept  in  their 
coverings. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Our  actual  membership  no  one  will  dispute  is  larger  than  the  number 
in  good  standing  as  reported  in  my  quarterly  report  for  quarter  ending 
June.  The  great  number  recorded  as  suspended  is  due  to  the  promptness 
we  required  Divisions  to  forward  their  reports  for  said  quarter.  It  has 
been  customary  to  allow  Division  Commanders  more  time  to  get  in  their 
reports,  but  for  the  quarter  named  we  could  not  grant  them  greater  limit. 
Many  of  their  Camps  failed  to  report  in  required  time  and  were  naturally 
marked  suspended.  Consequently  our  membership  in  good  standing  is 
shown  (I  believe)  to  be  at  least  2,000  less  than  it  really  is.  Promptness,  if 
always  carried  out  in  future,  will  bring  better  results. 

APPLICATIONS,  CHARTERS,  ETC. 

There  have  been  approved  183  applications  for  charters  and  there  have 
been  mustered  174  new  Camps,  necessitating  the  issuing  of  that  number  of 
charters.  Applications  were  approved  on  the  date  of  receipt  and  at  once 
returned  to  Division  Commanders  and  charters  were  always  issued  upon 
the  day  of  receipt  of  Form  23. 

ORDERS  AND  CIRCULARS. 

There  have  been  issued  seven  General  Orders,  five  Special  Orders,  three 
Official  Circulars  and  a  Circular  and  Address  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  all  of  which 
are  included  in  this  report. 

Commissions  have  also  been  issued  as  required  by  the  C,  R.  and  R. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

There  were  23  dispensations  issued  during  the  past  year.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  sum  of  $1.00  at  least  should  be  charged  for  each  dispensa- 
tion and  respectfully  urge  that  the  Encampment  authorize  such  charge  to 
be  made  from  this  time  on  for  each  and  every  dispensation  issued. 
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CONCLUSION. 

"We  are  about  to  sever  our  official  relations,  but  as  a  matter  of  record  ifc 
is  my  pleasure  to  testify  to  your  personal  worth  and  executive  capabilities. 
As  your  Adjutant  two  terms  I  learned  to  know  your  eminent  qualifications. 
My  best  efforts  fail  to  frame  the  sentences  that  I  would  like  to  use  to 
acquaint  the  membership  with  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  ability 
of  their  Commander-in-Chief.  The  best  tribute  I  can  pay  you  is  the  wish 
that  every  member  could  know  you  as  I  do. 

In  taking  leave  officially  of  those  whom  I  have  learned  to  know  and 
worked  with  in  the  various  Divisions,  I  desire  to  take  this  means  of  thank"- 
ing  them  for  the  courtesies  and  kindness  they  have  always  shown  me.  Not 
one  unpleasant  experience  have  1  had.  On  the  contrary  the  most  pleasant 
and  really  cordial  relations  existed  with  all. 

Again  thanking  you  and  all,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  as 
Your  obedient  servant  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

H.  H.  HAMMER, 
Adjutant-General. 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

Camps.  Mems 

Number  in  good  standing  June  30,  1896  1,329  34,255 

By  Muster  in.       By  Transfer.       By  Reinstatement. 


Gain. 

Camps. 

Members. 

Members. 

Camps. 

Members. 

Sept.,  1896,  Quarter.. 

.  41 

1,755 

35 

49 

1,119 

Dec,  1896,  Quarter. . 

..  16 

1,469 

91 

111 

2,264 

Mar.,  1897,  Quarter.. 

..  48 

2,573 

121 

62 

1,434 

June,  1897,  Quarter.. 

••  72 

3,556 

98 

37 

1,050 

Aggregate  

.,  177 

9,353 

345 

259 

5,867 

Total  gain.   436  15,565 


Aggregate  1,765  49,820 

By       By  By 
By     Honoi--  Trans-  Dishonor- 
By  Disbanded.  Death,  able  Dis.  fer.    By  Suspension,  able  Dls. 
Loss.  Camps.  Mems.  Mems.  Mems.  Mems.  Camps.  Mems.  Mems. 

Sept.,  1896,  Quarter.. 
Lee,  1896,  Quarter.. 
Mar.,  1897,  Quarter. . 
Juitf,  1897,  Quarter.. 


10 

109 

34 

78 

30 

171 

4,867 

20 

241 

63 

101 

-65 

78 

3,437 

23 

396 

43 

113 

134 

99 

3,324 

15 

200 

37 

80 

72 

169 

4,365 

"l 

68 

946 

167 

372 

321 

617 

15,993 

2 

Aggregate  

Total  loss   585  17.801 


Number  in  good  standing  June  30,  1897  1,180  32,019 

Number  mustered  since  June  30,  1897   32  773 

Number  in  good  standing  September  1,  1897  1,212      32,  i92 

TABLE  No.  6. 
Roster  of  Division  Commanders,  I8S7-1898. 

Division.  Commander. 

Alabama  and  Tennessee  L.  W.  Friedman. 

California  and  H.  I  Charles  L.  Pierce. 

Colorado  Harlan  Thomas. 

Connecticut  W.  W.  Wheeler. 

Gulf  H.  W.  Robinson. 

Illinois  C.  R.  Clarke. 

Indiana  R.  8.  Thompson. 

Iowa  A.  T.  Wilson. 

Kansas  W.  P.  Feder. 

Kentucky.  .,  T.  Z.  Morrow,  jr. 

Maine  Arthur  M.  Soule. 

Maryland  Edward  K.  DePuy. 

Massachusetts  Orange  H.  Cook. 

Michigan  H.  E.  Cowdin. 

Minnesota  Henry  Stodieck,  jr. 

Missouri  E.  E.  Schoening. 

Nebraska  W.  H.  Davis. 

New  Hampshire  Walter  S.  Willey. 

New  Jersey  Jesse  R.  Dungan. 

New  York  John  M.  Diven. 

Ohio  A.  W.  Jones. 

Oregon  L.  W.  Oren. 

Pennsylvania  Wildun  Scott. 

Rhode  Island  Charles  W.  Abbot,  jr. 

South  Dakota  R.  J.  Courtney. 

Vermont  William  W.  Lapoint. 

Washington  C.  V.  Savidge. 

West  Virginia  H.  W.  Thurber. 

Wisconsin  Charles  C.  Townsend. 
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TABLE  No.  7. 


Charters  issued,  showing  number  of  new  Camps  and  mem- 
bers mustered  therein. 


DIVISION. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

California  and  H.  I  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Michigan  

Minnesota  

Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire  

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania  

South  Dakota  

Vermont  

Washington  

West  Virginia  

Wisconsin  


Total . 


00 

9  . 

O  53 
•»? 
o  a 

So 

-2  * 
a  o 


3 
1 
4 
1 
1 
17 
10 
18 
7 
5 
9 
3 
5 
13 
3 
7 
5 
3 
3 

15 
5 
1 

16 
2 
1 
2 
1 

13 

174 


•m  CD 

p  a 
S3 

s «  • 

O  ^  u 
u  P  ® 

Is43 

3  *■« 


93 
18 
85 
17 
15 
518 
211 
436 
135 
111 
216 
46 
109 
357 
81 
148 
131 
60 
67 
401 
102 
15 
365 
46 
24 
35 
46 
296 

4175 


Applicationsfor 
Charters  ap- 
proved. 


a 

O 


a 


1 
1 
4 
1 
1 

18 
10 
18 
9 
9 
9 
3 
5 

15 
3 
7 
5 
3 
3 

14 
6 
2 

13 
6 
1 
2 
1 
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GENERAL  ORDERS. 


HEADQUARTERS 


COMMANDERY=  IN=CHIEF, 


SONS  OF  VETERANS 


U.  S.  A. 


General  Orders   No.  5, 
Series  of  1896. 


Reading,  Pa.,  September  30,  1896. 


I.  Pursuant  to  action  of  the  Fifteenth  (15th)  Annual  Encampment 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  held  at  Louis- 
ville, Ken.,  Sept.  8-11,  command  is  hereby  assumed  and  headquarters 
have  been  established  in  the  Second  National  Bank  Block,  Penn  Square, 
Reading,  Pa. 

II.  Following  officers  were  elected  by  the  Commandery-in-Ohief  : 
Commander-in-Chief,  James  Lewis  Rake,  Reading,  Pa.  ;  Senior  Vice 

Commander-in-Chief,  Leo  W.  Kennedy,  Denver,  Col.  ;  Junior  Vice  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, R.  M.  Buckley,  Louisville,  Ken.  ;  Council-in-Chief,  C. 
Borin,  Oberlin,  Kan.  ;  F.  W.  Myers,  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.  (Ohio  Div.)  ; 
J.  H.  Heine,  Hooper,  Neb. 

III.  The  place  selected  for  the  next  Encampment  of  the  Comman- 
dery-in-Chief is  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  the  date  to  be  selected  later  by  the 
Council-in-Chief. 

IV.  The  following  appointments  are  hereby  promulgated  : 
Adjutant-General,  H.  H.  Hammer,  Reading,  Pa.  ;  Inspector-General, 

Arthur  B.  Spink,  Providence,  R.  I.  They  were  duly  installed  by  Past 
Grand  Division  Commander  and  Constitutional  Life  Member  of  Penna., 
R.  M.  J.  Reed,  assisted  by  Past  Surgeon-General  Dr.  Dan.  S.  Gardner, 
Ohio. 

The  following  appointments  are  hereby  announced  : 
Ass't  Adjutant-General,  Past  Division  Commander  C.  E.  Diefen- 
derfer,  Reading,  Pa.  ;   Ass't  Quartermaster-General,  Fred.  J.  Sanford, 
Chicago,  111.  ;  Personal  Aide  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Past  Division 
Commander  E.  W.  Alexander,  Reading,  Pa- 

V.  All  remittances  for  charter  fees  and  per  capita  tax  must  be  sent 
to  Adjutant-General  H.  H.  Hammer,  Reading,  Pa.,  and  be  made  payable 
to  his  order.    All  remittances  for  supplies  must  be  sent  to  Quartermaster- 
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General  Rudolph  Loebenstein,  Room  7,  No.  84  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111., 
and  be  made  payable  to  his  order.  All  remittances  to  either  officer  must 
be  made  in  the  shape  of  New  York  or  Chicago  Exchange,  or  Post  Office 
or  Express  Money  Orders.  Personal  checks,  or  drafts  on  other  than  New- 
York  or  Chicago  banks,  cannot  be  accepted. 

VI.  In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  En- 
campment, at  Louisville,  the  Quartermaster-General  and  all  Division 
Quartermasters  a,re  hereby  directed  to  destroy  all  forms  pertaining  to 
inspections  heretofore  existing.  The  Quartermaster  General  is  hereby 
directed  to  prepare  new  forms  for  inspection,  as  submitted  by  Arthur  B. 
Spink,  Inspector-General,  which  have  been  duly  approved. 

The  Inspector-General's  list  of  official  assignments  for  the  inspection 
of  Divisions  will  be  promulgated  shortly.  Meanwhile  Division  Comman- 
ders will  make  proper  requisition  on  the  Quartermaster-General  for  th£ 
requisite  number  of  the  new  forms  for  inspection.  The  cost  of  same  re- 
mains unchanged. 

VII.  Inasmuch  as  Division  Commanders  will  be  held  to  strict  ac- 
countability, reports  and  per  capita  tax  for  last  quarter  must  be  for- 
warded in  strict  accordance  with  C,  R.  and  R.,  as  by  adherence  to  our 
law  only  can  we  hope  to  succeed. 

VIII.  We  must  insist  that  correspondence  be  conducted  through 
proper  channels.  Camps  and  individual  members  desiring  information 
or  decisions  must  communicate  through  their  respective  Division  Head- 
quarters. The  business  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  will  be  transacted 
directly  with  the  several  Divisions. 

IX.  Division  Commander  R.  B.  Oglesbee,  of  Indiana,  has  called  at- 
tention to  a  flagrant  and  unwarranted  use  of  the  title  of  our  organiza- 
tion in  connection  with  the  present  political  campaign  in  his  Division, 
and  he  is  to  be  commended  for  the  prompt  action  he  has  taken  in  the 
premises.  It  appears  that  over-zealous  persons,  not  connected  with  the 
Order,  have  been  organizing  political  clubs  under  the  title  of  the  "Sons 
of  Veterans,"  and  enlisting  into  their  cause  persons  without  reference  to 
their  membership  in  our  Order.  The  attention  of  all  Division  and  Camp 
Commanders  is  specially  directed  to  Article  XXI,  Rules  and  Regulations, 
which  strictly  prohibits  our  members  from  using  the  Order  for  either 
sectarian  or  political  purposes. 

There  is  no  inclination  at  any  time  to  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
political  liberties  of  any  of  our  members  ;  they  are  entitled  to  the  fullest 
freedom  which  American  citizenship  allows  in  the  exercise  of  their  polit- 
ical preferences,  but  no  one  has  a  right  to  connect  the  name  of  "Sons  of 
Veterans  "  with  any  concerted  political  movement,  and  the  respective 
officers  of  Divisions  and  Camps  throughout  the  Order  should  carefully 
see  that  the  C,  R.  and  R.  is  not  violated,  under  penalty  to  the  offenders 
of  a  severance  of  their  relations  to  this  organization. 

X.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  effects  of  the  preceding  admin- 
istration were  promptly  forwarded  Sept.  14,  we  are  still  without  definite 
advices  of  the  same,  and  are,  therefore,  laboring  under  a  disadvantage. 
Any  apparent  delinquencies  may  be  attributed  to  this  cause,  which  we 
hope  to  have  speedrly  remedied.  We  ask.  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all 
members  of  our  organization  during  the  current  year. 
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XI.  Division  Commanders  are  directed  to  promulgate  this  order 
and  all  subsequent  orders  to  all  Past  Division  Commanders  in  good 
standing  in  their  respective  Divisions. 

By  command  of 

J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official  : 

A  djutant-  General. 


Quartermaster- General's  Department,  > 
84  La  Salle  St.,  Room  7,  Chicago,  III.,  Sept.  18,  1896.  f 
J.  L.  Rake,  Commander-in-Chief,  Reading,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port, supplemental  to  my  report  to  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
this  report  covering  the  business  of  this  department  up  to  the  beginning 
of  your  administration  : 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


DR. 

Cash  on  hand,  as  per  re- 
port  $1,427.32 

Received  for  furniture 
(stove  sold)  

Received  for  charter  fees.. 

Received  for  P.  C.  tax  

Received  balances  due 
from  Divisions  


10.00 
8.00 
173.91 


46.97 


CR. 

Paid  : 

For  general  expenses  $  19.87 

For  salaries    250. 00 

For  traveling  expenses   12.85 

For  expenses  of  15th  An- 
nual Encampment   696.36 

Cash  on  hand   687.12 


$1,666.20 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT,  SEPTEMBER  10,  1896. 


$1,666.20 


LIABILITIES. 

Due  to  Divisions. ....... 

Surplus  


ASSETS. 

Furniture  $  587.69 

Supplies   1,525.39 

Cash   687. 12 

Due  from  Divisions   8.47 


$2,808.67 

PROFIT  AND  LOSS,  TO  SEPTEMBER  10,  1896. 


.$  4.60 
.  2,804.07 


LOSSES. 

Salaries.  

Traveling  expenses  

General  expenses  

15th  Annual  Encampment. 


250.00 
12.85 
19.87 
696.36 

$  979.08 


GALNS. 


Charter  fees  

Per  capita  tax  

Balance  (net  loss), 


i,808.67 


8.00 
173.91 
797.17 


$  979.08 

R.  LOEBENSTEIN, 

Quartermaster-  General. 
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General  Orders  No.  6, 
Series  of  189G. 


Beading,  Pa.,  October  27,  189G. 


I.  The  following  Staff  officers  have  been  appointed  and  will  be  re- 
spected and  obeyed  accordingly  :  Judge  Advocate-General,  John  Red- 
mond, Burlington,  Kansas  ;  Surgeon-General,  J.  A.  Mabbs,  M.  D.,  Hol- 
land, Mich.  ;  Chaplain-in-Chief,  Rev.  Somerville  Light,  Wabash,  Iud. 

II.  The  official  minutes  of  the  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  recently  held  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  are  in  course  of  preparation  and 
will  be  promulgated  promptly  upon  receipt  from  the  printer.  It  may  be 
well  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  legislation  affecting 
the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  or  the  Ritual. 

III.  Division  Commanders  will  order  Division  Surgeons  on  duty  and 
direct  that  Surgeons'  reports  must  be  made  on  the  blanks  provided  for 
the  purpose  prior  to  January  1st,  1897.  The  Surgeon- General  will  note 
and  act  accordingly. 

IV.  Division  Commanders  are  reminded  of  the  urgency  to  forward 
promptly  the  quarterly  reports  of  their  Adjutants  and  Quartermasters, 
as  by  promptness  alone  can  trie  business  of  the  National  Headquarters 
be  satisfactorily  dispatched.    The  per  capita  tax  remains  unchanged. 

V.  Numerous  reports  received  at  these  Headquarters  are  next  to 
unintelligible.  Delays  only  result  therefrom,  as  unless  clear  in  every  re- 
spect the  same  will  be  invariably  returned  to  the  source  from  which 
they  emanate  for  correction.  It  should,  however,  be  unnecessary  to  call 
attention  to  carelessness  of  this  description. 

VI  Division  Commanders  are  reminded  that  the  date  set  apart  for 
Camp  elections  is  near  at  hand,  and  it  should  be  their  aim  to  impress 
upon  the  members  of  Camps  the  necessity  for  carefully  selecting  the 
officers  who  are  to  serve  in  these  all-important  positions,  for  by  raising 
the  personnel  of  the  same  the  Division  in  its  turn  is  benefitted. 

VII-  A  party  claiming  to  be  W.  A.  Crane,  formerly  of  Richard 
Winans  Camp,  No.  74,  Division  of  Michigan,  dropped  for  non-payment 
of  dues,  has  recently  been  soliciting  aid  from  members  of  the  Order  in 
Philadelphia,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  elsewhere.  He  is  not  entitled  to 
fratpvr  ai  recognition  or  assistance. 

VIII.  Upon  recommendation  of  Division  Commanders  the  charter 
of  H.  C.  Clark  Camp,  No.  2,  Spivey,  Kan.,  and  W.  E.  Cross  Camp,  No. 
154,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  are  hereby  revoked  and  declared  forfeited. 

IK.  By  the  time  this  order  reaches  the  Camps  the  political  excite- 
ment incident  to  the  presidential  election  will  have  been  passed.  Every 
member  in  the  Order  should  make  it  his  aim  to  add  at  least  one  recruit 
to  his  Camp  roll  during  the  next  quarter.  In  some  instances  a  canvass 
of  the  locality  in  which  a  Camp  is  situated  has  disclosed  the  fact  that 
there  were  more  eligible  recruits  not  members  of  the  Order  than  actually 
contained  on  the  Camp's  muster  roll.  This  is  certainly  wrong  and  the 
solution  of  the  difficulty  lies  with  the  individual  members,  even  more 
than  with  the  officers  of  Camps,  upon  whom  should  devolve  more  par- 
ticularly the  actual  work  within  the  Camp  room. 


By  command  of 


Official : 


J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


Adjutant-  General. 
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General  Orders  No.  7,  | 

Series  of  1896.       )  Reading,  Pa.,  December  10,  1896. 

I.  At  the  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  held  in  Louis- 
ville, the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  and  is  hereby  pro- 
mulgated : 

.  "  Resolved,  That  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  we  once  more  ex- 
tend our  sincere  love  and  respect.  That  we  deplore  the  sorrowful  fact  that 
their  ranks  are  becoming  thinned  by  death,  and  we  pledge  ourselves  with 
renewed  energy  to  perform  our  highest  duty  to  them,  and  make  ourselves 
worthy  to  gradually  take  up  the  grand  work  they  have  so  nobly  performed." 

It  is  with  unbounded  pleasure  that  we  can  announce  the  hearty  promise 
of  support  for  the  advancement  of  our  interests  by  Commander-in  Chief 
Thaddeus  S.  Clarkson. 

II.  Following  corrections  and  revisions  in  the  Ritual  were  adopted  upon 
recommendation  by  the  Committee  at  the  Encampment  of  the  Comman- 
dery-in-Chief, held  at  Louisville.  They  are  hereby  promulgated,  with  di- 
rections that  all  Rituals  be  so  corrected  : 

That  portion  of  instructions  for  the  movement  of  the  square  contained 
in  brackets  on  page  23,  to  read  as  follows  : 

"Sergeant  of  the  Guard  marches  to  front  of  Captain'6  station  ;  at  his 
command  the  Advance  Guard  'about  face,'  the  escort  and  recruit  'left 
face.'  " 

On  page  28,  next  to  last  line,  substitute  "  escort"  in  lieu  of  "  Sergeant 
of  Guard." 

On  page  30,  add  to  instruction  of  Sergeant  of  Guard  in  brackets  at  top 
of  page,  "and  gives  command  'Twos  left.'" 

III.  The  membership  is  congratulated  on  the  fact  that  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  enlisting  the  assistance  of  the  "National  Tribune,"  Washington, 
D.  O,  in  the  upbuilding  of  our  Order.  Since  the  Louisville  Encampment 
timely  and  excellent  references  to  our  Order  in  the  said  publication  have 
appeared  in  every  issue.  The  "Tribune"  is  making  strenuous  efforts  to 
build  up  the  Sons  of  Veterans  into  commanding  strength  and  influence.  It 
is  sanguine  that  this  can  be  done  and  is  devoting  much  time,  energy  and 
great  ability  to  the  work.  With  its  great  circulation  and  wide  reaching  in- 
fluence it  is  a  welcome  and  most  powerful  ally.  We  are  glad  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  membership  to  it,  and  to  urge  upon  them  to  give  it  the  heart- 
iest co-operation  and  assistance.  Let  each  and  every  brother  consider  The 
National  Tribune  his  paper.  Write  freely  to  the  editor  on  any  subject 
connected  with  the  good  of  our  Order.  Send  him  any  items  of  interest  con- 
cerning the  Camps  and  brethren  in  his  locality,  and  do  whatever  can  be 
done  to  call  the  attention  of  other  members,  and  those  who  should  become 
members,  to  the  paper.  This  will  greatly  help  to  bring  the  membership  in 
all  parts  of  the  country  into  closer  communication. 

Division  Commanders  are  requested  to  urge  upon  Camps  the  import- 
ance of  sending  complete  rosters  of  their  membership  to  the  address  of  this 
journal  immediately. 

IV.  The  attention  of  Division  Commanders  is  called  to  the  fact  that  it 
is  none  too  early  to  prepare  for  the  proper  observance  by  all  Camps  of 
Union  Defenders'  Day,  February  12,  1897.  Rev.  Somerville  Light,  Chap- 
lain-in- Chief,  Wabash,  Ind.,  will  prepare  a  suitable  form  of  service  for  the 
observance  of  the  event,  and  Chaplains  of  Divisions  should  immediately  be 
instructed  to  report  to  him  upon  promulgation  of  this  order. 
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V.  Surgeons  of  Divisions  should  be  instructed  by  their  respective  Com- 
manders to  have  reports  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Mobbs,  Surgeon-General, 
Holland,  Mich.,  without  delay. 

VI.  Assistant  Inspectors-General  should  forward  reports  without  fur- 
ther delay  to  Arthur  B.  Spink,  Inspector-  eneral,  Box  1310,  Providence, 
R.  I. 

VII.  The  last  quarterly  returns  from  the  Adjutants  and  Quartermas- 
ters of  the  several  Divisions  have  been  in  a  great  many  cases  unusually  de- 
layed, and  while  recognizing  the  causes  which  have  led  up  to  these  delin- 
quencies, and  having  made  due  allowances  therefor,  the  fact  must  not  be 
overlooked  that  Divisions  who  have  not  made  satisfactory  returns  prior  to 
January  1st,  will  not  be  in  possession  of  the  new  password  and  countersign, 
which  will  be  promulgated  on  that  date. 

VIII.  Division  Commanders  are  reminded  that  they  do  not  issue  "  Gen- 
eral "  orders.  General  orders  are  only  issued  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
Division  Commanders  issue  Division  orders. 

IX.  Division  orders  are  greatly  diversified.  It  is  hoped  all  will  in  future 
be  uniform,  particularly  as  to  size.  See  Art.  IX,  Section  H,  page  66,  Gen- 
eral Rules  and  Regulations.  Attention  is  also  called  to  the  requirement  of 
Article  XI  of  Chapter  VI,  with  relation  to  the  issuance  of  "  General"  and 
"Division"  orders.  Division  Commanders  will  hereafter  be  governed 
thereby. 

It  is  also  hereby  ordered  that  Division  orders  contain  the  electro  of  the 
Regulation  Ba,dge  in  lieu  of  the  Coat  of-Arms.  This  is  desirable  for  uni- 
formity and  appearance.  The  title  "  Division  Adjutant  "  and  similar  prefixes 
to  denote  rank  are  irregular  and  unnecessary.    "  Adjutant  "  is  sufficient. 

X.  Attention  is  called  to  violations  of  the  C,  R.  and  R.,  in  connection 
with  applications  for  Camp  charters.  Division  Commanders  will  observe 
that  no  applications  will  be  approved  unless  the  records  of  all  applicants 
are  complete.  In  the  event  that  same  cannot  be  obtained  before  for- 
warding application  use  Form  16  with  which  the  record  can  be  supplied. 
Neither  will  any  application  be  approved  unless  accompanied  by  the  char- 
ter fee— 12.00. 

In  many  instances  delays  occur  owing  to  applications  for  Camps  not 
containing  the  number  of  the  Camp  to  be  chartered.  Applications  always 
should  contain  the  number  assigned  to  the  Camp  for  which  charter  is  ap- 
plied for. 

In  a  number  of  Divisions  a  practice  prevails  of  detailing  officers  such  as 
"  Chief  of  Staff,"  for  which  there  is  no  constitutional  authority,  and  such 
appointments  cannot  receive  recognition. 

XI.  The  charter  of  Francis  C.  Green  Camp,  No.  1,  Division  of  Rhode 
Island,  has  been  revoked  and  declared  forfeited  upon  recommendation  of 
the  Division  Commander. 

XII.  Advantage  should  be  taken  to  have  the  installations  in  all  Camps 
be  the  means  of  assembling  every  member  with  a  view  of  arousing  a  new 
interest  for  the  ensuing  year  in  our  entire  membership. 

XIII.  The  officers  and  staff  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  extend  to  the 
membership  throughout  our  great  country  Christmas  greeting  and  best 
wishes  for  a  happy  and  prosperous  new  year. 

By  command  of 

J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander -in- Chie f. 

Official  : 

Adjutant- General. 
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General  Orders  No.  1,) 

Series  of  1897.      jT  Reading,  Pa.,  February  9,  1897. 

I.  Owing  to  the  delay  on  the  part  of  Division  Commanders  to  for- 
ward their  consolidated  reports  within  the  required  time  this  order,  em- 
bodying the  consolidated  returns,  has  been  reluctantly  delayed.  Some 
Division  Commanders  failed  to  forward  their  reports  for  quarter  ending 
September,  1896,  until  February  1st,  1897.  In  nearly  all  instances  it  was 
pardonable.  We  feel  that  in  presenting  the  returns  for  the  quarter 
named,  the  results,  although  not  as  good  as  they  should  be,  are  readily 
explainable.  The  various  Division  Commanders  have  had  most  trying 
and  difficult  experiences  to  contend  with.  The  election  and  political 
campaign  which  we  have  passed  through  has  been  entirely  responsible, 
and  to  this  we  attribute  directly  the  decreased  showing  in  the  number  of 
Camps  and  members  reported  in  good  standing.  By  supplementary  re- 
ports a  better  showing  could  have  been  made  but  the  delay  would  have 
been  too  great.  From  the  reports  now  being  received  from  Division 
Commanders  we  are  confidently  led  to  believe  that  the  future  will  be 
more  assuring;  there  is  more  interest,  renewed  energy  has  taken  the 
place  of  apathy,  and  under  all  the  circumstances  congratulations  are 
warrantable  from  the  fact  that  we  have,  as  an  Order,  passed  the  crisis 
and  surmounted  the  obstacles  with  but  a  trifling  loss  in  numerical 
strength.  Existing  conditions  have  permitted  the  leniency  we  have 
shown.  It  cannot,  however,  be  expected  to  again  be  extended.  Division 
Commanders  and  Camps  are  hereby  notified  that  unless  their  reports 
and  per  capita  tax  are  forwarded  promptly  within  the  specified  time, 
they  will  not  be  shielded.  All  must  in  future  be  prompt  in  transmitting 
the  prescribed  reports. 

II.  A  circular  letter  addressed  to  the  G.  A.  R.  in  behalf  of  our  Order 
—urging  the  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  to  organize 
Camps  and  requesting  them  to  aid  and  nourish  the  Camps  requiring  the 
same  and  now  in  existence,  has  been  promulgated  from  these  Headquar- 
ters to  all  Posts,  through  the  various  Department  Headquarters,  upon 
the  following  endorsement  and  approval  of  Commander-in-Chief  T.  S. 
Clarkson  and  Adjutant-General  Charles  E.  Burmester  : 
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"  General  Orders  No.-  4. 

Headquarters  Grand  Army  op  the  Republic, ]_ 
Omaha,  Neb.,  January  7,  1897.  > 

Recognizing  that  our  sons  must  take  up  the  work  we  soon  shall  lay 
aside — and  recognizing  also  the  great  importance  of  organization  in  their 
ranks  as  weJl  as  our  own,  the  Commander-in-Chief  most  heartily  com- 
mends to  all  Commanders  and  comrades  the  address  issued  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  directs  that  it  be  read  in  every 
Post,  and  asks  their  hearty  co-operation  in  sustaining  Camps  already 
organized,  and  in  the  organization  of  new  ones.1' 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  Comrades  Clarkson  and  Burmester  for 
their  favor  and  kindness,  and  for  the  assurances  of  co-operation  and 
moral  support  from  the  various  Department  Commanders  and  Assist- 
ant Adjutants-General  we  are  deeply  obligated. 

These  circulars,  giving  full  instructions  as  to  the  organization  of 
Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  have  been  (and  are  being)  promulgated  to 
all  of  the  8,000  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  the  country'. 
The  result  cannot  be  but  beneficial. 

Brothers  :  The  eyes  of  the  veterans  of  the  G.  A.  R.  are  upon  you. 
Be  true  to  your  trust.  Prove  yourself  worthy  by  your  conduct  and 
bearing  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  you  when  you  were  permitted  to 
become  a  Son  of  a  Veteran,  and  show  <l  how  excellent  it  is  for  veterans' 
sons  to  dwell  together." 

Division  Commanders  should  communicate  with  the  various  G.  A. 
R.  Posts  in  their  Divisions  on  the  subject  of  organization  and  assist- 
ance, and  supply  all  with  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  a 
blank  application  for  charter,  and  such  information  as  may  be  of  benefit 
and  necessary  for  the  organization  of  new  Camps.  Let  all  Division 
Commanders  comply  with  this  at  once. 

It  is  hoped  the  National  Tribune,  Washington,  D.  C,  in  its  efforts 
to  build  up  the  membership  of  our  Order  will  be  assisted  and  appre- 
ciated by  all. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  services  in  behalf  of  our  Order  of 
"The  Advocate,"  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  "The  Industrial  School  News," 
Scotland,  Pa.  ;  "  Camp  Messenger,"  2539  Prankford  Ave.,  Phi. la.,  Pa.  ; 
"The  Patriot,"  25  and  27  Third  Ave.,  New  York;  "The  Picket," 
Wicl  :ta,  Kansas;  "The  Sentry,"  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  "Grand  Army 
Journal,"  88  Nassau  Street,  New  York,  and  "The  Coffee  Cooler," 
Sturgis,  Mich. 

Surely  with  these  powerful  allies,  and  especially  the  project  of  the 
National  Tribune,  and  the  assistance  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  we  cannot  help  but 
flourish  and  become  "that  instrument  of  great  good"  we  are  striving 
for,  if  we  but  half  do  what  is  expected  of  us. 

III.  By  communication  from  Past  Inspector-General  Fred.  C.  Still- 
son,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ritual,  at  the  Encampment  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  of  1896,  held  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  "Sergeant 
of  the  Guard,'1''  was  intended  instead  of  "  First  Sergeant,"  under  caption 
"Balloting  on  Candidates,"  page  135,  proceedings  Fifteenth  Annual  En- 
campment. The  sentence  as  corrected  should  read:  "  That  at  the  elec  • 
tion  of  candidates  the  Sergeant  of  the  Guard  shall  present  the  ballot  box 
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to  the  2d  and  1st  Lieutenant  in  order  named,  etc."  This  correction 
should  be  noted  and  observed. 

IV.  Following  Camps  have  had  their  charters  revoked  on  proper 
recommendation  : 

Nebraska  Division  :  Camps  25,  68.  89,  90,  102,  118,  163. 

V.  Divisions  will  hold  their  Annual  Encampments  as  follows  : 
Missouri  :— Warrensburg,  May  13-14. 

Massachusetts  : — Worcester,  February  22. 
New  Jersey  : — Trenton,  February  18. 
Illinois  : — Calesburg,  May  4-6. 
Rhode  Island  :— Providence,  February  12. 

Adjutants  will  report  date  and  place  of  Encampments  not  herein 
announced  to  the  Adjutant-General  at  once. 

VI.  The  Commander-in-Chief  desires  to  commend  to  all  Camps  the 
excellence  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Societies  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  ear- 
nestly urges  that  societies  be  organized  in  connection  with  Camp. 

VII.  Division  Commanders  are  again  directed  to  see  that  the  reports 
of  their  respective  Inspectors  and  Surgeons  are  forwarded  without  fur- 
ther delay  to  the  proper  staff  officers  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  who 
report  delinquencies  in  a  number  of  Divisions.  Failure  to  comply  with 
these  constitutional  requirements  will  be  sufficient  to  deprive  Divisions 
from  representation  in  the  next  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief.    The  C,  R.  and  R.  will  be  strictly  enforced  in  this  respect. 

VIII.  The  observance  of  Union  Defenders'  Day,  following  the  instruc- 
tions promulgated  by  the  Chaplain-in-Chief,  it  is  hoped  will  be  general 
and  receive  that  attention,  reverence  and  honor  which  the  name  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  inspires. 

The  celebration  of  Washington's  Birthday  also,  in  such  suitable 
manner  and  form  as  may  be  agreeable,  is  recommended  to  all  Camps. 

IX.  The  semi-annual  password  and  countersign  was  duly  promul- 
gated to  all  Divisions  for  the  current  term. 

Information  has  been  received  at  these  Headquarters  that  in  several 
instances  Commandery-in-Chief  orders  are  not  promptly  promulgated 
to  Camps. 

Division  Commanders -are  hereby  directed  to  issue  at  once  all  orders 
emanating  from  these  Headquarters.  No  delay  in  this  respect  can  be 
tolerated. 

Past  Division  officers  must  also  be  supplied  with  Commandery-in- 
Chief  orders  from  Division  Headquarters. 

By  command  of 

J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official . 

Adjutant- General. 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT,  > 

84  La  Salle  St.,  Room  7,  Chicago,  III.,  January  11,  1897.  > 
J.  L.  Rake,  Commander-in-Chief,  S.  V.,  U.  S.  A.,  Reading,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for 
the  term  beginning  on  the  14th  day  of  September,  1896,  and  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1896  : 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


DR. 

Cash  on  hand,  as  per  last 

report  $  687  12 

Received  for  supplies   1122  02 

Received  for  P.  C.  tax   1167  87 

Received  for  charter  fees.. .  54  76 
Received  for  miscellaneous.       1  19 


$3032  96 


ASSETS. 


Various  Divisions  %  3102 

Furniture   594  99 

Supplies   1584  63 

Cash   265  84 


$2476  48 


LOSSES. 

Supplies  (obsolete  blanks 

destroyed)...  %  22  33 

General  orders   54  63 

Salaries   750  00 

Traveling  expenses   13  88 

Office  expenses   436  47 

General  expenses   177  67 

Fifteenth  National  En- 
campment  464  48 


$1919  46 


CR. 

Paid  for  : 
Supplies  (including  cost  of 


shipping)  $  851  88 

Office  expenses   4il6  47 

General  expenses   177  67 

General  orders   54  63 

Salaries   750  00 

Fifteenth  National  En- 
campment   464  48 

Furniture  (repairs)   7  30 

Traveling  expenses  ......  .  13  88 

Miscellaneous   10  81 

Cash  on  hand   265  84 


$3032  96 


LIABILITIES. 

Various  Divisions  %     2  42 

A.  P.  Davis   172  80 

Surplus   2301  26 


$2476  48 


GAINS. 

Charter  fees  %    55  00 

P.  C.  tax   1166  47 

Supplies  (profit)   195  18 

Balance  (net  loss)   502  81 


$1919  46 


December  31st,  1896.    Supplies  on  hand,  as  per  inventory..  $1584  63 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT,  DECEMBER  31,  1896. 


PROFIT  AND  LOSS,  DECEMBER  31,  1896. 


R.  LOEBENSTEIN, 

Quartermaster-  General. 
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Since  last  announcement  applications  for  charters  for  Camps  have 
been  approved  as  follows  : 


Date  Approval. 


Aug. 
i  i 

10,  1896  

50 

10,  1896  

80 

10,  1896  

100 

u 

14,  1896  

43 

11 

14,  1896.  . 

63 

It 

17,  1896  

223 

k  t 

24,  1896  

73 

1 1 

27,  1896  

78 

t  L 

31,  1896  

62 

1  1 

31,  1896  

11 

1  b 

31,  1896  

126 

Sept. 

17,  1896  

57 

21,  1896  

2 

Oct. 

2,  1896  

15 

it 

5,  1896. . . . 

85 

>i 

12,  1896. . . . 

12 

27,  1896. . . . 

52 

Nov. 

2,  1896. . . . 

83 

2,  1896. . . . 

157 

3,  1896  

4 

Lt 

3,  1896  

7 

It 

5,  1896. . . . 

16 

I  t 

13,  1896. . . . 

32 

17,  1896. . . . 

14 

23,  1896. . . . 

z 

30,  1896. . . . 

8 

Dec. 

7,  1896. ... 

54 

11 

8,  1896. . . . 

105 

1 1 

J,  lOJt)  .... 

oo 

l« 

17,  1896. . . . 

139 

1 1 

21,  1896. . . . 

19 

U 

26;  1H96. . . . 

112 

4  t 

28,  1896.... 

355 

a 

28,  1896. . . . 

3 

i« 

31,  1896. 

215 

31,  1896.... 

51 

Jan. 

6,  1897..  .. 

16 

12.  1897.  . . . 

183 

16,  1897. . . . 

17 

4  L 

21,  1897. . . . 

18 

21,  1897. . . . 

30 

I  I 

25,  1897.  ..  . 

20 

I I 

27,  1897. . . . 

43 

fc  I 

28,  ]897  ,  .  . 

1 1 

28,  1897.... 

1 

I  i 

tf9,  1897    . . 

Camp 
No. 


Location. 


Braymer  

Haverstraw  

Wooster  

Greenwood  

Grant.  

Pottsville  

Ellwood  City  

Sandy  Lake  

Tarn  aqua  

Sardia  

Mediapolis  

Herndon  ....   

Girard  

Princeville  

Buffalo  

Lebanon   

Stella  

Algona  

Winfleld  

Albany  

Gap  Creek  

Thibodeaux  (La. ) . . 

Orion  

Glastonbury  

Elizabeth  

Poughkeepsie  

Rutledge  

Belchertown  

Spring  Valley. ...  . 

Kirwin  

Brooklyn  

Oxford  

Burr  Oak  

Huntington  

Duncan's  Mills  

Biddeford  

Chebanse  

Castana  

Cisne  

Toulon  

Jersey  City  

Warrensburg  

Dallas  (Texas)  

Ballston  Spa  

Port  Monroe  (Va.). 
Cuba   


Division. 


Missouri  

New  York  

Ohio  (Dis.)  

Pennsylvania  

Iowa  (Dis.)  

Pennsylvania  

Pennsylvania  

Pennsylvania  

Pennsylvania  

Alabama  and  Tenn. 

Iowa  (Dis  

Pennsylvania  

Kansas  

Illinois  

New  York  (Dis.)  

Kentucky  (Dis.)  

Missouri  

Iowa  

Iowa  

Kentucky  

Kentucky  

Gulf  

Wisconsin  

Connecticut  

New  Jersey  (Dis.).. 
New  York  (Dis.). . . 

Missouri  

Massachusetts  

Wisconsin  

Kansas.  

New  York  (Dis. ).. .. 

Massachusetts  

Indiana  

Oregon  

Ohio  (Dis.)  

Maine  (Dis.)  

Illinois  

Iowa  (Dis.)  

Illinois  

Illinois..  

New  Jersey  

Missouri  (Dis 
Missouri  (Dis 

New  York  

Maryland.  - . 
New  York  


Total  number  Camps,  46. 
Total  number  applicants,  1,066. 
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Charters  have  been  issued  to  the  following  Camps  since  last  publica- 
tion of  same  : 


Date  of  Issue. 


10,  1896. 
10,  1896. 
10,  1896. 

10,  1896. 
14,  1896. 

14,  1896. 
17,  1896- 
21,  1896. 
28,  1886. 
28,  1896 
28,  1896. 
31,  1896. 
31,  1896. 

15,  1896. 
15,  1896. 
15,  1896. 
15,  1896. 
15,  1896. 
15,  1896. 
15,  1896. 

15,  1896. 
20,  1896. 
30,  1896. 

23,  1896. 

24,  1896 
2,  1896. 
2,  1896. 
2,  1896. 
6,  1896. 

16,  1896. 
23,  1896. 
30,  1896. 

30,  1896. 

11,  1896. 

14,  1896. 

26,  1896. 

28,  1896. 

31,  1896. 
31,  1896. 

2,  1897. 
8,  1897. 
8,  1897. 

12,  1897. 

15,  1897. 
23,  1897. 
23,  1897. 

25,  1897. 

27,  1897. 
27,  1897. 

29,  1897. 

30,  1897. 


Camp 
No. 


10 
11 
50 
100 
63 
197 
169 
11 

5 

6 
51 
126 

5 
43 
57 
62 
73 
223 
80 
85 
31 
12 

2 
70 
15 

6 
83 
157 
11 
103 

2 

8 
52 
14 
50 
16 

3 

215 
51 
105 
54 
32 
183 
112 
139 
33 
20 
43 
355 
19 
30 


Location. 


Blinneapolis  

St.  Francis  

Coneraaugh  

Wooster  

Grant  

Alta  Vista  

North  Platte  

Somerset  

Prairieton  

Georgetown  

Williamstown. . . . 

Mediapolis  

Louisville  

Greenwood  

Herndon  

Tamaqua  

Ellwood  City  

Pottsville  

Haverstraw  

Buffalo  

Racine  

Lebanon   

Girard  

Evans'  Mills  

Princeville  

Chanute  

Algona  

Winfield  

Sardis  

Big  Rapids   . 

Elizabeth  

Poughkeepsie. . . . 

Stella  

Glastonbury  

Braymer  

Thibodeaux  (La.) 

Huntington  

Duncan  Falls. 

Biddeford  

Belchertown  

Rutledge  

Orion  

Castana  

Oxford  

Kirwin  

Spring  Valley  

Warrensburg  

Dallas  (Texas)  — 

Burr  Oak  

Brooklyn  

Jersey  City  


Division. 


Minnesota  

Minnesota  

Pennsylvania  

Ohio  (Dis.)  

Iowa  (Dis.)  

Kansas  

Nebraska  

Kentucky  

Indiana  

Kentucky  

Pennsylvania  

Iowa  (Dis.)  

Kentucky  

Pennsylvania  

Pennsylvania  

Pennsylvania  

Pennsylvania  .... 
Pennsylvania  ..... 

New  "York  

New  York  (Dis. ).  . 

Wisconsin  

Knntucky   

Kansas  

New  York  

Illinois  

Kansas  

Iowa  

Iowa  

Alabama  and  Tenn 

Michigan  

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Missouri  

Connecticut  

Missouri  

Gulf  

Oregon  

Ohio  (Dis.)  

.Maine  

Massachusetts  

Missouri  

Wisconsin  

Iowa  (Dis.)   

Massachusetts  

Kansas  

Wisconsin  

Missouri  (Dis.)  

Missouri  (Dis.)  

Indiana  

New  York  (Dis.)... 
New  Jersey  


Total  number 
Total  number 


Camps  chartered,  51. 
mustered,  1,120. 
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■General  Orders  No.  2,) 

Series  of  1897.      )  Reading,  Pa.,  April  20,  1897. 

I.  The  announcement  is  made  that  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encamp, 
ment  of  the  Commandery-in- Chief  will  be  held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
September  9th,  10th  and  11th.  This  conclusion  was  reached  by  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  Council-in-Chief  upon  the  presentation  of  the  question, 
after  a  personal  conference  with  the  Commander  of  Indiana  Division 
and  other  interested  parties.  The  most  flattering  assurances  are  given 
that  the  citizens  of  Indianapolis  will  leave  nothing  undone  to  make  our 
stay  in  that  delightful  city  most  pleasant.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  pre- 
liminary negotiations  now  pending,  a  Transportation  Committee  for 
this  event  will  be  promptly  announced. 

II.  Division  Commanders  have  been  elected  as  follows: 
Connecticut  Division — W.  W.  Wheeler,  Derby. 
Massachusetts  Division— Orange  H.  Cook,  Melrose. 
Nebraska  Division — W.  H.  Davis,  Wilber. 

"New  Jersey  Division — Jesse  R.  Dungan,  Somerville. 

Rhode  Island  Division — Charles  W.  Abbot,  jr.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  foregoing  having  filed  their  bonds,  have  been  duly  commissioned. 

III.  In  addition  to  Division  Encampments  announced  in  last  Gen- 
eral Orders,  the  following  are  reported  : 

New  Hampshire — Plymouth,  April  23-24. 
West  Virginia — Wheeling,  May  5-G. 
Colorado — Colorado  Springs,  May  11-13. 
Maryland — Annapolis,  May  11-12. 

Kentucky — Lexington,  May  

Minnesota — Princeton,  June  8-10. 
South  Dakota — Redfield,  June  9-10. 
Pennsylvania— Towanda,  June  8-10. 
Michigan— Flint,  June  15-18. 
Oregon — Independence,  June  15-18. 
Washington — Vancouver,  June  17-19. 
Indiana— Marion,  July  7-9. 

IV.  In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment, held  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  the  following  Committees  are  appointed  : 

Committee  to  Attend  National  Encampment  of  the  O.  A.  R.  : 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  W.  H.  Russell,  LaCrosse,  Kan. 
Commander  William  G.  Dustin,  Dwight,  111. 
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William  DeSteese,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 

Past  Division  Commander  E.  W.  Hatch,  Buffalo.  IS.  Y. 

Past  Captain  Alfred  Darte,  Commander  Department  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, G.  A.  R.,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

The  Committee  to  act  with  a  similar  Committee  of  the  G.  A.  R.  on 
monument  to  the  women  of  the  war  of  1861-'65,  it  is  deemed  wise  shall  be 
appointed  by  mutual  selection  from  the  foregoing  Committee  of  rive, 
after  having  attended  the  coining  Encampment  of  Ihe  Gr.  A.  R.  This 
Committee  to  consist  of  three,  and  to  be  chosen  from  among  their 
number.  It  is  deemed  desirable  to  adopt  this  method  of  appointing  this 
Committee,  giving  it  the  opportunity  of  advising  with  the  similar  Com- 
mittee of  the  G.  A.  R.  during  the  Encampment  in  question. 

Committee  on  Testimonial  to  Oen.  I.  N.  Walker,  Indianapolis,  Past 
Commander-in-Chief,  O.  A.  P.  : 

Commander  R.  B.  Oglesbee,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Quartermaster- General  R.  Lobenstein,  Chicago,  111. 

Commander  William  G.  Dustin,  Dwight,  111. 

By  the  action  of  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Encampment,  a  memorial 
was  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  Past  Commander  in-Chief  Thomas  G. 
Lawler,  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Rockford,  111.,  which  has  thus  far  not  been 
provided.  The  above  Committee  will,  therefore,  also  assume  charge  of 
this  matter  at  this  time. 

Committee  on  National  Legislation  Affecting  the  Order  as  a  Reserve  of 
the  U.  S.  Army  : 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  W.  H.  Russell,  LaCrosse,  Kan. 
Past  Division  Commander  E.  R.  Campbell,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Charles  D.  Ronney,  Winchester,  Mass.  (Washington,  D.  C. ) 

Commander  W.  J.  Patton,  Green  Bay,  Wis. 

Past  Division  Commander  E.  H.  Milham,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

The  Committee  on  Peace  Monuments  appointed  by  action  of  the 
'  Encampment  at  Knoxville,  is  reminded  that  it  is  continued,  as  per  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Encampment,  page  126. 

The  attention  of  the  members  of  the  foregoing  Committees  is 
directed  to  the  conditions  prescribed  by  vote  of  the  Encampment  auth- 
orizing their  appointment,  by  which  service  is  to  be  without  expense  to 
the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

V.  George  Crute,  Camp  177,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio  Division,  was  court- 
martialed  on  the  charge  of  "conduct  unbecoming  a  member  in  his 
relation  to  the  Order."  Found  guilty  and  the  sentence  of  Dishonorable 
Discharge  approved.    Proper  note  will  be  made  in  Black  Books. 

Abraham  L.  Erdman,  Camp  13,  Phila.,  Penna.  Division,  was  court- 
martialed  on  the  charge  of  "conduct  unbecoming  a  member  in  hia 
relation  to  the  Order."  Found  guilty  and  the  sentence  of  Dishonor- 
able Discharge  approved.    Proper  record  will  be  made  in  Black  Books. 

VI.  Charters  of  Camps  have  been  revoked  upon  recommendation  of 
Division  Commanders  as  follows  : 

Kansas  Division:  Camp  No.  7,  Bluff  City;  Camp  No.  10,  Parkera- 
ville  ;  Camp  No.  8,  Independence  ;  Camp  No.  211,  Liberty. 

Marvland :  Camp  No.  11,  Eastville,  Va.  ;  Camp  No.  26,  Beaufort, 
S.  C 

Indiana  Division  :    Coffin  Camp,  No.  91,  Russiaville. 

South  Dakota  :  Camps  Nos.  1  (Howard),  3,  5  (Chamberlain),  12,  14, 
22,  25,  27,  33,  34,  36,  41,  42,  43,  45,  46,  47,  48,  49,  50,  52,  53,  55,  56,  57. 

A  number  of  these  Camps  have  been  in  arrears  for  several  years,  are 
no  loss,  having  been  previously  suspended,  and  are  now  Constitutionally 
dropped,  others  having  been  organized  with  corresponding  numbers. 
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VII.  Surgeon-General  Mabbs  and  Inspector-General  Spink  repon 
that  a  number  of  Divisions  are  still  delinquent  with  reports  to  those 
respective  Departments.  Unless  such  reports  are  received  within 
reasonable  lime  from  the  date  of  this  Order,  the  delinquents  will  be 
named  and  Commanders  will  be  asked  to  show  cause  why  they  should 
not  be  removed. 

VIII.  Major-General  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  Grand  Marshal  of  the 
Grant  Monument  Inaugural  Parade,  honored  this  organization  with  an 
invitation  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  incident  to  the  dedication 
ceremonies  on  April  27th,  in  New>York  City.  The  Division  of  New  York 
having  already  taken  official  cognizance  of  this  important  event,  Com- 
mander A.  G.  Courtney  perfected  all  arrangements  for  the  occasion.  It 
was  his  pleasure  to  place  Senior  Vice-Division  Commander  E.  W.  Estes 
in  command,  to  whom  the  membership  of  the  Divisions  adjacent  were 
directed  to  report. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  accepted  the  tender  of  Camp  No.  10,  of 
Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island  Division,  as  an  escort. 

IX.  Complaint  is  made  that  Past  Division  Commanders  in  a  number 
Of  instances  do  not  receive  General  Orders.  Division  Commanders  are 
again  reminded  that  it  is  their  duty  to  promulgate  the  same  to  all  Past 
Division  Commanders  in  good  standing. 

X.  Division  Commanders  and  Chaplains  will  note  that  Chaplain-in- 
Chief  Rev.  Somerville  Light  has  changed  his  residence  to  Bluffton,  Ind. 

XI.  It  will  be  seen  that  for  September  quarter  32,046  members  were 
reported  as  in  good  standing  in  the  various  Camps.  For  December 
quarter  there  were  reported  31,953  in  good  standing,  a  loss  of  only  93 
members.  This  we  consider  quite  encouraging,  for  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that,  the  last  report  is  for  the  period  during  which  the  greatest 
political  campaign  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  was  waged,  when  inter- 
est in  the  Order  was  hard  to  maintain,  and  the  organization  of  new 
Camps  and  mustering  of  recruits  in  the  Camps  in  existence  was  greatly 
interfered  with.  We  report  a  gain  of  39  Camps  for  the  last  quarter,  and 
we  are  firmly  of  the  belief  that  our  Order  has  reached  the  lowest  mark, 
and  from  now  on  we  will  recover  our  lost  ground  and  gain  substantially. 
We  earnestly  appeal  to  the  individual  membership  to  assist  us  in  the 
work  of  recruiting  and  placing  the  Order  in  the  best  possible  condition. 

XII.  Once  more  our  thoughts  go  out  from  the  living  to  the  noble 
dead  who  answered  that  call  to  arms  when  the  life  of  the  Nation  was 
nssailed.  From  the  sadness  of  our  recollections  there  is  room  for  joy 
that  to  us,  the  descendants  of  the  men  who  rallied  to  the  call  of  the 
martyred  Lincoln,  comes  the  pleasant  duty  of  aiding  the  surviving 
veterans  in  strewing  fragrant  blossoms  over  the  mounds  that  mark  the 
sacrifices  of  the  dreadful  days  of  1861-'65. 

While  in  the  performance  of  this  sacred  duty,  let  no  loyal  Son  be 
found  so  forgetful  as  to  profane  the  day  in  worldly  amusement.  Let  our 
ranks  be  represented  by  every  Son  now  enrolled,  and  in  the  assistance 
which  we  owe  to  the  Comrades  of  the  G.  A.  R.  let  us  not  give  grudgingly 
our  services,  but  with  a  loyalty  and  frankness  which  should  characterize 
the  eons  of  soldiers.  Let  every  Camp  volunteer  to  the  nearest  Post  to 
share  in  the  labors  incident  to  the  observance  of  Memorial  Day,  and 
thus  substantially  prove  our  devotion  to  the  principles  upon  which  we 
are  founded. 

By  command  of 

J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official  : 

A  dju  tant- General. 
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Applications  for  Carap  Charters  have  been  approved  since  January 
31,  as  follows  : 


Date. 


Camp 


Location. 


Division. 


as 

""3 


31 
20 
44 
26 
15 
21 
17 
17 
17 
23 
15 
50 
25 
24 
18 
27 
21 
18 
21 
18 
27 
20 
48 
28 
17 
26 
29 
26 
19 
87 
40 
30 
33 
52 
21 
58 
23 
21 
20 


Feb. 


Ma 


1. 

5. 

8. 
13. 
15, 
15. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
19. 
27. 
27. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

2. 

4. 

4. 

8. 
12. 
12. 
12. 
12. 
13. 
13. 
22. 
22. 
22. 
22. 
25. 
25. 
25. 
29. 
29. 
29. 
29. 
29. 
29. 
29. 


59 
17 
228 
72 
10 
7 

356 
8 

117 


39 
34 


19 

8 
20 
36 
38 


39 
2 
3 

135 
54 
10 
16 
54 
60 
85 
6 
55 
24 
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Grpenflekl  

Summit  Hill. . . 

Gravity  

South  Omaha. . 

Arlington  

Dunlap  

Indianapolis. . . 

Harvard  

North  Easton. . 

Bradford  

Patton  

Boscobel  

Hudson  

Harrisburg  

Contoocook. .  • . 

Pana  

Kanhanna  

Diamond  Bluff. 

Lexington  

Louisville  

New  Lisbon. . . . 

Hebron  

Fairmont  

Concord  

Fryeburg   

Keene  

Maple  Plain  

New  York  

Livermore  

Macomb  

Bangor  

Fairview.  

South  Chicago. 

Brooks  

Canton  

South  Haven  . . 

Friedens'  

Marietta  

New  London. . . 


Iowa,  (Dis).  

Pennsylvania . . . 
Iowa  (Dis). 
Nebraska  (Dis) . 
(Okla)  Kansas. . 

Kansas  

Indiana  

Michigan  

Massachusetts. . . 

Vermont  

Pennsylvania.  . . 

Wisconsin.  

Michigan  

Illinois  

New  Hampshire 

Illinois  

Wisconsin  

Wisconsin.  

Kentucky  

Kentucky  

Wisconsin  

Nebraska  

Nebraska  

Massachusetts. . . 

Maine  

New  Hampshire 
Minnesota  (Dis) 

Iowa  (Dis)  

Iowa  (Dis)  

Illinois  

Michigan  

Pennsylvania. . . 

Illinois  

Maine.  .-.  

South  Dakota.. . 

Michigan  

Pennsylvania. . . 

Ohio  

Ohio  


Total  number  Camps,  39. 
Total  number  applicants,  1093. 
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Date. 


Camp 
No 


Location. 


Division. 


Feb. 


Mar 


13. 
13. 
18. 
18. 
18. 
27. 

8. 
15. 
15. 
16. 
22. 
22. 
22. 
24. 
25. 
25. 
25. 
25. 
29. 
29. 
29. 


59 
17 
18 
28 
354 
228 
16 
72 
41 
17 
49 
61 
7 

356 
7 
8 

117 

16 
54 
60 
8 
34 
36 
2 
3 
54 
39 
20 


Greenfield  

Cisne  

Toulon  

Richmond   

Indianapolis  

Gravity  

Chebanse  

South  Omaha  

Coer  d'Alene,  Ida. 

Summit  Hill  

Ballston  Spa.  

Cuba  

Sequatchie,  Tenn. 

Indianapolis  

Dunlap  

Contoocook   

North  Easton  

Maple  Plain  

New  York  

Livermore  

Harvard  

Boscobel  

Kanhanna  

Hebron  

Fairmont  

Fryeburg  

New  Lisbon.  

Pana.  


Iowa  (Dis)  

Illinois  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Indiana  

Iowa  (Dis)  

Illinois  

Nebraska  

Washington  

Pennsylvania  

NeAV  York  

New  York  

Alabama  and  Tenn. 

Indiana  

Kansas ...   

New  Hampshire..., 

Massachusetts  

Minnesota  (Dis)  

Iowa  (Dis)  

Iowa  ( Dis)  

Michigan  

Wisconsin  

Wisconsin..  

Nebraska  

Nebraska  

Maine.  

Wisconsin  

Illinois  


Total  number  Camps  mustered,  28. 

Total  number  charter  members  mustered,  701. 
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General  Orders  No.  3,) 

Series  of  1897.       j  Reading,  Pa.,  July  17,  1897. 

I.  Since  the  promulgation  of  the  last  General  Orders,  Division  Cora 
manders  have  been  elected  as  follows  : 

Alabama  and  Tennessee.—  L.  W.  Freidman,  Birmingham,  Alabama. 
California  and  H.  I.— Charles  L.  Pierce,  13  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco, 
California. 

Colorado.— Harlin  Thomas,  MoPhee  Building,  Denver. 
Gulf.— H.  W.  Robinson,  316  Hennen  Building,  New  Orleans,  La. 
I     Illinois.— C.  R.  Clarke,  Rockford. 

Indiana. — R.  S.  Thompson,  Rising  Sun. 

Iowa.— A.  T.  Wilson,  Cedar  Rapids. 

Kansas. — W.  P.  Feder,  Great  Bend. 

Kentucky. — T.  Z.  Morrow,  Jr.,  Somerset. 

Maine. — Arthur  M.  Soule,  453^  Congress  Street,  Portland. 

Maryland.—  Ed w.  K.  DePuy,  626  13th  St.  N.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Michigan.—  H.  E.  Cowdin,  Rockford. 

Minnesota.— Henry  Stodieck,  Jr.,  312  First  Ave.,  S.  Minneapolis. 
Missouri.— E.  E.  Schoening,  2341  Clark  Ave.,  St.  Louis. 
New  Hampshire.— Walter  S.  Willey,  Somersworth. 
i     New  York.— John  M.  Diven,  Elmira. 
Ohio. — A.  W.  Jones,  Youngstown. 
Oregon. — L.  W.  Oren,  Corvallis. 
Pennsylvania. — Wildun  Scott,  Milton. 
South  Dakota.  — R.  A.  Courtney,  Okobojo. 
Vermont. — William  W.  Lapoint,  Barre. 

West  Virginia.— H.  W.  Thurber,  149  Market  Street,  Wheeling. 
Wisconsin. — Charles  C.  Townsend,  Benton. 

II.  The  attention  of  new  Division  Commanders  is  called  to  para- 
graph IX  of  General  Orders  No.  7,  series  of  1896,  relative  to  use  of  badge 
in  preference  to  the  Coat  of  Arms  on  Division  orders  and  circulars.  It  is 
hoped  reference  will  not  be  required  to  be  again  made  to  this  subject. 
Attention  is  also  directed  to  paragraph  V  of  General  Orders  No.  5,  same 
series,  which  contains  explicit  directions  regarding  the  manner  of  mak- 
ing remittances  and  which  must  be  adhered  to. 

III.  Division  Commanders  are  directed  to  see  that  certificates  of 
elections  are  promptly  forwarded  to  these  headquarters  on  Forms  49  and 
50.  The  bonds  of  Division  Commanders  must  be  on  the  regular  blank 
prepared  for  that  purpose,  Form  19  special. 
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IV.  The  Password  and  Countersign  for  the  term  beginning  with 
July  1st  have  been  promulgated  to  all  Divisions. 

V.  Division  Commanders  are  particularly  urged  to  have  consoli- 
dated Adjutant's  and  Quartermaster's  reports  for  the  quarter  ending 
June  30th  forwarded  promptly.  The  Adjutant-General  must  be  in  posi- 
tion to  consolidate  his  returns  not  later  than  August  1st. 

The  Inspector-General  reports  several  Divisions  as  still  delinquent 
although  they  have  been  repeatedly  urged  to  forward  reports. 

It  should  not  be  necessary  to  again  remind  Divisions  that  failure  to 
forward  these  reports  will  deprive  them  of  representation  in  the  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Comruandery-in- Chief. 

VI.  D.  W.  Dwire,  lately  serving  as  Commander  of  the  Oregon  Divi- 
sion, having  removed  from  that  Division  without  having  made  applica- 
tion for  or  receiving  leave  of  absence,  and  having  remained  absent,  can- 
not be  accredited  as  a  Past  Division  Commander. 

VII.  The  following  Committee  on  Transportation  for  the  Sixteenth 
Annual  Encampment,  at  Indianapolis,  September  9th  to  11th,  inclusive, 
is  announced  : 

Past  Grand  Division  Commander  R.  M.  J.  Reed,  Chairman,  Z%  North 
Fifth  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Quartermaster-General  R.  Loebenstein,  84  LaSalle  Street,  Chicago. 

Past  Division  Commander  George  R.  Cox,  48  State  Street,  Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

Past  Division  Commander  E.  R.  Carter,  956  Broad  Street,  Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 

Division  Commander  Harlan  Thomas,  McPhee  Building,  Denver, 
Colorado. 

This  committee  makes  the  preliminary  announcement  of  the  follow- 
ing rate  arrangements  :  The  Trunk  Line  Association  (covering  territory 
from  Buffalo,  Pittsburg  and  east  thereof,  not  including  New  England,) 
and  the  New  England  Passenger  Association,  have  made  rates  of  one  and 
one-third  fare  on  the  certific  ite  plan.  The  Central  Passenger  Associa- 
tion has  made  a  rate  of  one  fare  for  the  round  trip,  as  have  also  the  fol- 
lowing roads  in  the  territory  of  the  Western  Passenger  Association  : 

A.  ,  T.  &  S.  F.  Railway. — From  points  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  Missouri  and 
Kansas,  including  Superior,  Nebraska.  Sell  for  trains  arriving  in  Chi- 
cago Sept.  8th  and  9th  ;  return  limit  Sept.  17th. 

B.  ,  C.  R.  &  N.  Railway. — From  all  points.  Sell  for  trains  arriving 
Peoria  or  Chicago  Sept.  8th  and  9th  ;  return  limit  Sept.  16th. 

Chicago  &  Alton.— Illinois  and  Missouri  points.  Sell  Sept.  8th  and 
9th  ;  return  limit  Sept.  15th. 

C.  B.  &  N.  Railway.— All  points.  Sell  Sept,  7th,  8th  and  9th;  re- 
turn limit  Sept.  16th. 

C,  B.  &  Q.  Railway.— All  points.  Sell  Sept.  8th  and  9th  ;  return 
limit  Sept.  16th. 

C,  M.  &  St.  P.  Railway.— All  points.  Sell  Sept.  8th  and  9th  ;  return 
limit  Sept.  16th. 

C,  R.  I.  &  Pac. — Missouri  River  and  east  thereof  and  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska points.  Sell  Sept.  7th,  8th  and  9th  ;  return  limit  Sept.  15th  and 
16th. 
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C,  St.  P.,  M.  &  O.  Railway. — All  points.  Sell  for  trains  arriving  in 
Chicago  Sept.  8th  and  9th  ;  return  limit  Sept.  18th. 

"  Burlington  Lines  "  in  Missouri. — All  points.  Sell  for  trains  reach- 
ing St.  Louis,  Peoria  or  Chicago,  Sept.  8th  and  9th ;  return  limit  Sept. 
16th. 

Illinois  Central. — Points  in  Illinois  noi'th  of  Cairo  and  all  points  in 
Iowa.    Sell  Sept.  8th  and  9th ;  return  limit  Sept.  17th. 

Iowa  Central. — All  points.  Sell  Sept.  7th,  8th  and  9th  ;  return  limit 
Sept.  17th. 

Jacksonville  &  St.  Louis. — All  points.  Sell  Sept.  8th  and  9th  ;  return 
limit  Sept.  16th. 

Mo.  Pac.  Railway. — All  points  except  Colorado.  Sell  for  trains  ar- 
riving in  St.  Louis  Sept.  8th  and  9th  ;  return  limit  Sept.  17th. 

St.  L.  &  S.  F.  Railway. — All  points.  Sell  for  trains  arriving  in  St. 
Louis  Sept.  8th  and  9th  ;  return  limit  Sept.  17th. 

Sioux  City  &  Pac.  Railway. — Details  later. 

P.,  E.  &  M.  V.  R.  R. — Details  later. 

Wabash  R.  R.— All  points.  Sell  Sept.  8th  and  9th  ;  return  limit 
Sept.  16th. 

Wisconsin  Central. — All  points.  Sell  Sept.  8th  and  9th  ;  return  limit 
Sept.  16th. 

B.  &  Mo.  River  in  Nebraska. — Points  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  Sell 
Sept.  7th  and  8th  ;  return  limit  Sept.  17th. 

St.  J.  &  G.  I.  Railway. — Points  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska.-  Sell  Sept. 
7th  and  9th  ;  return  limit  Sept.  17th. 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R. — One  fare,  all  points.  Sell  Sept.  7th 
and  8th  ;  return  limit  Sept.  16th. 

Union  Pacific  System. — One  fare,  Kansas  and  Nebraska  points.  Sell 
Sept.  7th  and  8th. 

Additional  announcements  will  be  made  in  subsequent  General 
Orders. 

VIII.  Division  Commanders  are  requested  to  forward  at  once  to 
Hon.  L.  A.  Thurston,  care  Hawaiian  Legation,  Washington,  D.  O,  a 
copy  of  the  Roster  of  Camps  in  their  respective  Divisious. 

IX.  Upon  recommendation  of  Division  Commanders  the  following 
Camp  Charters  have  been  revoked  : 

New  York  Division  :  Nos.  27,  Dover  Plains  ;  44,  Canastota  ;  46,  Mara- 
thon ;  62,  LeRoy  ;  73,  New  Bremen  ;  76,  Oneida  ;  84,  Dickinson  Centre; 
92,  Hornelsville  ;  94,  Ellenville;  145,  Rockland;  165,  Watertown ;  181, 
Bolivar  ;  195,  Wayland  ;  213  Binghamton. 

Iowa  Division  :  Nos.  23,  Keswick  ;  24,  Britt ;  26,  Bedford  ;  27,  Sioux 
Rapids  ;  37,  Washington;  80,  Perry;  116,  Rockwell  City;  135,  Huinbolt ; 
200,  Pruitland  ;  213,  Shelby  ;  271,  Hesper  ;  274,  Moulton  ;  275,  Ladora;  286, 
Muscative  ;  289,  Milton. 

This  also  applies  to  a  number  of  dormant  Camps  in  the  Divisions  of 
Kansas  and  Indiana,  as  reported  March  31,  1897. 

X.  Division  Commanders  are  reminded  that  all  orders  must  be 
promulgated. 

XI.  Past  Division  Commanders  will  be  furnished  with  General  Or- 
ders from  Division  Headquarters. 

By  command  of 

J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official : 


A  dju  tant-  Genercrt. 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT,  \ 

84  La  Salle  St.,  Room  7,  > 
Chicago,  III.,  May  1st,  1897.  J 

J.  L.  Rake,  Commander-in-Chief,  S.  V.,  U.  S.  A.,  Reading,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for 
the  quarter  ending  March  31st,  1897  : 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


Dr. 

Cash  on  hand,  as  per  last 

report  $  265  84 

Received  for  supplies   1107  42 

Received  for  P.  C.  tax   1375  20 

Received  for  charter  fees..      99  00 


$2847  52 


ASSETS. 


Furniture  $  594  99 

Supplies   1432  66 

Cash   531  17 

Various  Divisions   35  29 


$2594  11 

LOSSES. 

General  orders  $  89  86 

Salaries   875  00 

Traveling  expenses   137  65 

Office  expenses   345  64 

General  expenses   9  75 

15th  National  Encampment  130  00 
Balance  (net  gain)   113  03 


$1700  93 


Cr. 

Paid  for : 
Supplies  (including  cost  of 


shipping)  $  724  28 

General  expenses   9  75 

Office  expenses   345  64 

General  orders   89  86 

15th  National  Encampment  130  00 

Salaries   875  00 

Traveling  expenses   137  65 

Miscellaneous   4  17 

Cash  on  hand   531  17 


$2847  52 
$1432  66 

LIABILITIES. 

A.  P.  Davis  $  152  70 

Cameron,  Amberg  &  Co.. .      25  50 

Various  Divisions   1  62 

Surplus   2414  29 


$2594  11 


GAINS. 

Charter  fees  $  99  00 

P.  C.  tax   1374  53 

Supplies   227  40 


$1700  93 


March  31st,  1897.    Supplies  on  hand,  as  per  inventory. 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT,  MARCH  31st,  1897. 


PROFIT  AND  LOSS,  MARCH  31st,  1897. 


R.  LOEBENSTEIN, 

Quartermaster-  General. 
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Since  last  publication  applications  for  charters  have  been  approved 
as  follows  : 


Date  Approval. 


Apr 


May 


3,  1897.. 
5,  1897. . 
8,  1897. . 
8,  1897. . 
10,  1897. . 
12,  1897. . 

12,  1897. . 

13,  1897. . 
15,  1897.  . 
17,  1897. . 
19,  1897. . 
19,  1897. . 
19,  1897. . 
22.  1897. . 
24,  1897. . 
24.  1897.  . 
26,  1897. 
26,  1897. 
28,  1897. 
28,  1897. 
30,  1897. 

4,  1897. 
4,  1897. 
"  4,  1897. 
"  6,1897. 
11  7,  1897. 
"  10,  1897. 
"  13,  1897. 
,l  14,  1897. 
"  14,  1897. 
"  14,  1897. 
"  14,  1897. 
"  17,  1897. 
"  19,  1897. 
"  20,  1897. 
"  20,  1897. 
11  22,  1897. 
"  22,  1897. 
41  24,  1897. 
"  24,  1897. 
"  24,  1897. 
"  26,  1897. 
•"  26.  1897. 
"  26,  1897. 
"  27,  1897. 
"  28,  1897. 
June  1,  1897. 
"  1,  1897. 
"  2,  1897. 
"  4,  1897. 
"  7,  1897. 
"  7,  1897. 
"  10,  1897. 
"  10,  1897. 
"  11,  1897. 
"    11,  1897. 


Camp 
No. 


17 
31 

2 
2 
59 


146 
141 


357 

124 

358 
15 

170 
18 
8 
62 
78 
14 
61 
69 
64 

359 
7 

16 


Location. 


12 
1 
4 
11 
56 
59 
173 
40 
41 
44 
88 
85 


4 
13 


18 

17 
9 
70 
191 


9 
27 


Hamilton  

Iowa  City  

Baptist  Church,  Va 
Elizabeth  City,  N.  C 

Fairfield  

East  Jordan  

Allegan  

Nantucket  

Terre  Haute  

Dunkirk  

Mier  

Elgin  

Polo  

Parragan  

Henderson  

Lebanon  

Newark  

Huntington  

Ireton  

Cresco   

Palco  

David  

Mitchell  

Big  Run  

Avon  

Pennville  

Elizabethtown  

Rochester  

Millington  

Green  Bay  

Pawnee  Rock  

Jennings  (Okla. )  

Centre  Sandwich. . .  . 

Yarmouth  

East  Wilton  

Patch  gue  

Berlin  

East  Troy  

Elizabethtown  

Palestine  

East  Smith  field  

Au  Sable  

Cripple  Creek  

Denver  

Pan-Pan  

Batavia  

Old  Town  

Salinas  City  

Tallapoosa  (6a. )  .. . 

Bloomfield  

Russell  

Isadora  

Kalispell  (Mon.)  

Cooperstown  

Wellsburg  

Kasota  


Division. 


Michigan  

Iowa  (Dia. )  

Maryland  

Maryland  

Pennsylvania  

Michigan  

Michigan  

Massachusetts  

Illinois  

New  York  

Indiana   

Illinois  

Illinois  (Dis.)  

Indiana  

Kentucky  

Nebraska  (Dis.)  

New  Jersey  

Indiana  

Iowa  (Dis. )  •  

Iowa  (Dis. )  

Kansas  

Iowa  (Dis.)  

Iowa  (Dis. )  

Pennsylvania  

Indiana  

Indiana  

Kentucky  (Dis. )  

Michigan  

Michigan  

Wisconsin  

Kansas  

Kansas  

New  Hampshire  

Maine  

Maine  

New  York  

Wisconsin  (Dis.)  

Wisconsin  (Dis. )  

New  York  

Illinois  

Pennsylvania  

Michigan  

Colorado  (Dis. )  

Colorado  (Dis.)  

Michigan  

New  York  

Maine  

California  (Dis. )  

Ala.  and  Tenn.  (Dis.) 

Iowa  (Dis.)  

Iowa  (Dis.)  

Missouri  

Washington  (Dis.)... 

New  York  (Dis.)  

West  Virginia  

Minnesota  (Dis.)  


O.J5 

O  U 


20 
15 
15 

ie 

35 

35 

31 

20 

20 

38 

19 

45 

26 

25 

19 

25 

16 

19 

18 

22 

16 

20 

19 

48 

21 

24 

15 

17 

15 

20 

21 

16 

24 

23 

22 

20 

28 

18 

26 

17 

29 

22 

17 

37 

40 

29 

32 

18 

16 

20 

25 

28 

15 

24 

40 

29 
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June  11, 
"  14, 
"  15, 
"  15, 
"  16, 
"  21, 
"  21, 
"  21, 
"  21, 
11  22, 
11  25, 
;'  25, 
"  28, 
"  28, 
11  30, 
"  30, 
July  3, 
3, 
6, 
(5, 
6, 
6, 
12, 
12, 
12, 


1897.. 
1897. . 
1897.. 
1897.. 
1897.  . 
1897 . . 
1897.. 
1897.. 
1897. . 
1897. . 
1897.. 
1897.. 
1897.. 
1897. . 
1897.. 
1897. . 
1897.. 
1897. . 
1897.. 
1897. . 
1897.. 
1897.. 
1897. • 
1897.. 
1897- • 


18 


124 
194 
27 

*46 
47 

510 
360 


32 
5 


51 


Fariboult  

Alexandria  

Onawa  

Pittston  

Hildalgo  

Cape  Girardeau  

Beimont  

Sloatsburg  

Gardiner  

Pierpont  

Windfall  

Valley  City,  N.  D..  . 
Wessington  Springs. 

Cornell  

Mehama  

Columbus  

Moresano  

West  Bend  

Bancroft  

Monroe  

Washburne  

Ashland  

Mchanicsville  

Howard  City  

Pueblo   


Minnesota  (Dis. )  

South  Dakota  

Iowa  (Dis.)  

Pennsylvania  

Illinois  

Missouri  , 

New  York  (Dis. )  

New  York  

Maine  

Ohio  

Indiana  

South  Dakota  (Dis. ). 

South  Dakota  

Illinois  

Oregon  

Indiana  

Washington  

Wisconsin  

Michigan  

Maine  

South  Dakota  

Pennsylvania  

New  York  

Michigan  

Colorado  


Total  number  applications  for  Camp  charters,  82. 
Total  number  applicants,  1,929. 
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The  following  Camps,  showing  number  of  members,  have  been  mus- 
tered and  chartered  since  last  announcement : 


Date  of  Issue. 

Camp 
No. 

April  3, 

1897.... 

6 

"  5, 

1897 .... 

10 

"  5, 

1897.... 

31 

4S  5, 

1897.... 

135 

"  8, 

1897.... 

1 

"  9, 

1897.... 

39 

"  9, 

1897.... 

19 

"  9, 

1897-... 

24 

"  19, 

1867. ... 

124 

"  20, 

1897  

55 

"  21, 

1897.... 

85 

"  22, 

1897.... 

508 

"  24, 

1897-... 

170 

"  26, 

1897.... 

38 

"  28, 

1897. ... 

17 

11  28, 

1897  

2 

"  28, 

1897.... 

62 

"  28, 

1897- 

78 

"  29, 

1897-... 

10 

"  29, 

1897-... 

30 

"  29, 

1897- ... 

31 

"  30, 

1897-.. • 

58 

30, 

1897-... 

59 

May  3, 

1897- 

3 

"  4, 

1897-... 

61 

"  4, 

1897-... 

69 

"  5, 

1897-... 

55 

"  5, 

1897-... 

509 

,l  5, 

1897.... 

141 

.i  ^ 

1897.... 

146 

'*  10, 

1897.... 

16 

**  11, 

1897- 

4 

"  11, 

1897.... 

14 

"  12, 

1897-.. • 

8 

"  13, 

1897.... 

357 

"  13, 

1897-... 

358 

"  14, 

1897-... 

12 

"  14, 

1897-... 

24 

'•  17, 

1897-... 

2 

"  17, 

1897. ... 

2 

"  22, 

1897- ... 

40 

"  22, 

1897.... 

41 

"  24, 

1897. ... 

64 

"  24, 

1897.... 

14 

"  24, 

1897  

18 

"  26, 

1897.... 

4 

"  26, 

1897.... 

13 

"  31, 

1897.... 

15 

June  1, 

1897. ... 

17 

"  2, 

1897.... 

56 

"  2, 

1897.... 

59 

"  2, 

1897.... 

9 

"  4, 

1897.... 

70 

"  11, 

1897  

1 

41  11. 

1897.... 

4 

Location. 


Bangor   

Keene  

Iowa  City  

Concord  

Phoebus  (Ft.  Monroe,  Va.) 

Patton  

Harrisburg.  

South  Chicago  

Polo  

Fairview  

Macomb  

New  London  

Lebanon   

Diamond  Bluff  

Hamilton  

South  Haven  

Ireton  

Cresco  

Arlington  (Okla.)  . . . . 

Torre  Haute  

Elgin  

Frieden's  

Fairfield  

Canton  

David  

Mitchell  

Brooks  

Marietta  

Nantucket  

Allegan  

Elizabethtown  

Lexington  

Louisville    

Huntington  

Mier  

Parragan  

Green  Bay  

Dunkirk  

Baptist  Rock  (Va.)... 
Elizabeth  City  (N.  C.) 

Berlin  

East  Troy  

Big  Run  

Palco  

Newark  

Cripple  Creek.  ....... 

Denver  

Henderson  

Salinas  City. ......... 

Yarmouth  

East  Wilton  

Talla.poosa  (Ga.). ..... 

Bloom  field  

Pawnee  Rock  

Jennings  (Okla. )..... 


Division. 


Michigan  

New  Hampshire  

Iowa  

Massachusetts  

Maryland  

Pennsylvania  

Illinois  

Illinois  

Illinois  (Dis. ).  

Pennsylvania.  

Illinois  .  

Ohio  

Nebraska  (Dis. )  

Wisconsin  

Michigan  

Michigan  

Iowa  (Dis. )  

Iowa  (Dis.)  ,  

Kansas  

Illinois  

Illinois  

Pennsylvania  

Pennsylvania  

South  Dakota  

Iowa  (Dis. )  

Iowa  (Dis. )  

Maine  

Ohio  

Massachusetts.  

Michigan  

Kentucky  (Dis. )  

Kentucky  

Kentucky  

Indiana.  

Indiana  

Indiana.  

Wisconsin  (Dis.)  

New  York  

Maryland  

Maryland  

Wisconsin  (Dis.)  

Wisconsin  (Dis.)  

Pennsylvania  

Kansas  

New  Jersey  

Colorado  ( Dis. )  

Colorado  (Dis. )  

Kentuekv  

Cal.  and'H.  1.  (Dis.)... 

Maine  

Maine  

Ala.  and  Tenn.  (Dis.).. 

Iowa  (Dis. )  

Kansas  

Kansas  


GENERAL  ORDERS.  67 
Camps  Mustkkbd — Continued.  ' 


June  11, 

1897  

191 

11, 

1897  

9 

44 

11 
1S-1 

1897  

27 

hi 

11 

1897  

5 

i  h 

11 

1897.... 

18 

4  * 

12, 

1897  

44 

it 

12* 

1897  

173 

44 

14* 

1897  

25 

44 

14! 

1897  

234 

44 

14' 

1897  

235 

46 

15 

1897  

124 

41 

16 

1897.... 

88 

4fc 

16, 

1897  

7 

44 

17, 

1897.... 

11 

18, 

1897.... 

18 

14 

21, 

1897.... 

46 

•  4 

21, 

1897.... 

359 

a  4 

25, 

1897  

194 

hi 

25, 

1897.... 

8 

i  4 

26, 

1897.... 

24 

28, 

1897.... 

55 

July 

1  4 

6, 

1897  

14 

6, 

1897.... 

109 

4  1 

12, 

1897. ... 

27 

). 


Russell  

Kalispell  ( Mmi. 

Cooperstown  

Kasata  

Fariboult  

Elizabethtown  . .  . 

Patchogue  

East  Jordan  

Rochester  

Millington  

Onawa  

Palestine  

Pennville  

Centre  Sandwich. 

Batavia  

Belmont  

Avon  

Pittston  

Valley  City  (N.  D. 

Bradford  

Isadora  

Cape  Girardeau.. . 

Au  Sable.   

Hidalgo  


Iowa  (Dis. )  

Washington  (Dis.). . . . 

New  York  (Bis.)  

Minnesota  (Dis.)  

Minnesota  (Dis.). 

New  York  

New  York  

Michigan  

Michigan  r.  

Michigan  

Iowa  (Dis.)  

Illinois  

Indiana  

New  Hampshire. 

New  York  

New  York  (Dis.)  

Indiana  

Pennsylvania  

South  Dakota  (Dis.). 

Vermont  

Missouri   

Missouri  

Michigan  

Illinois  


Total  number  Camps  chartered,  79. 

Total  number  of  members  mustered,  1,858. 
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General  Orders  No.  4,) 

Series  of  1897.       j  Readings,  Pa.,  August  9,  1897. 

I.  The  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  tho  Commandery-in-Chief 
is  hereby  ordered  to  convene  at  Indianapolis,  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  Sep- 
tember 9th,  1897.  Headquarters  will  be  established  at  the  Denison 
Hotel,  where  the  members  of  the  Council-in-Chief  are  directed  to  as- 
semble at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  September  8th,  1897. 

II.  The  Chairman  of  the  Transportation  Committee  submits  the 
following  information  : 

Railroad  rates,  for  round  trip,  as  follows  : 

New  England  Passenger  Association — Territory: New  England  States. 
Pare,  one  and  a  third  on  Certificate. 

Trunk  Line  Association — Territory  :  Niagara  Palls,  Buffalo,  Dunkirk 
and  Salamanca,  N.  Y. ;  Erie  and  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Bellaire,  Ohio;  Wheel- 
ing, Parkersburg  and  Huntingdon,  W.  Va.,  and  points  east  thereof,  ex- 
cept New  England.    Fare  and  a  third  on  Certificate. 

Central  Passenger  Association — Territory  :  Illinois,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Michigan  and  portions  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  One  first-class 
fare  for  round  trip. 

Western  Passenger  Association,  one  first-class  fare  for  round  trip. 

Southern  Passenger  Association — Territory  :  South  of  the  Ohio  and 
Potomac  Rivers  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  One  fare  and  a  third 
on  Certificate. 

The  official  train,  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Staff  and  the 
Past  Officers  and  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  will  leave  over  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  R.  R.  from  24th  and  Chestnut  Streets,  Philadelphia,  at  12.20 
P.  M.,  on  Tuesday,  September  7th,  1897.  The  Commander-in-Chief  cordi- 
ally invites  and  it  is  his  wish  to  have  the  officers  and  delegates  from  New 
England,  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Maryland  accompany  him  on  this 
train,  and  pleasant  and  comfortable  arrangements  will  be  provided  for 
all  who  will  notify  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  not  later  than  Sep- 
tember 1st. 

Delegates  from  New  England  and  New  York  will  leave  New  York 
City,  over  the  Jersey  Central  and  Reading  R.  R.,  at  10.00  A.  M.  on  morn- 
ing of  September  7th,  reaching  Philadelphia  in  time  for  the  official  train. 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Transportation  Committee  will  be  very  glad  to 
look  after  the  comfort  of  any  of  the  brothers  who  will  notify  him  of  their 
coming,  and  to  provide  accommodations  on  the  sleepers. 

Delegates  using  the  Certificate  plan  will  pay  full  fare  going  and  get 
a  Certificate  filled  in  on  one  side  by  the  agent  of  whom  the  ticket  is  pur- 
chased. If,  however,  the  ticket  agent  at  a  local  station  is  not  supplied 
with  Certificates  and  through  tickets  to  the  place  of  meeting,  he  can 
inform  the  delegate  of  the  nearest  important  station  where  they  can  be 
obtained.  In  such  case  the  delegate  should  purchase  a  local  ticket  to 
such  station  and  there  take  up  his  Certificate  and  through  ticket  to  In- 
dianapolis. Tickets  for  going  passage  will  be  sold  only  within  three  days 
(not  including  Sunday)  prior  to  the  date  of  the  meeting.  Have  your 
Certificate  signed  by  Quartermaster-Genera!  Loebenstein  as  soon  n.s  you 
reach  Indianapolis  so  that  they  can  be  vised  by  special  agent  of  the  R. 
It.  On  presentation  of  the  Certificate,  duly  filled  on  both  sides,  to  the 
ticker  agent  at  Indianapolis  within  three  days  after  adjournment  (Sun- 
day excepted)  the  holder  will  be  furnished  return  ticket  for  one-third 
regular  fare.  No  refund  fare  will  be  made  on  account  of  any  person 
failing  to  obtain  a  Certificate.  All  persons  intending  to  go  by  the  offi- 
cial train,  whether  from  Pennsy'vania,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  New 
England  or  Maryland,  are  requested  to  at  once  notify  Major  It.  M.  J. 
Reed,  No.  32  North  Fifth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  who  will  be  glad  to 
make  arrangements  for  their  accommodation  and  comfort. 

The  Chicago  Great  Western  Railway  makes  a  one  fare  rate  from  all 
points  on  its  lines,  selling  September  7th  and  8th  ;  return  limit,  Septem- 
ber 16th. 

The  Chicago  and  N.  W.  Railway  makes  a  one  fare  rate  from  all 
points  on  its  lines,  selling  September  7th,  8th  and  9th  ;  return  limit,  Sep- 
tember 16th. 

The  General  Passenger  Agent  of  the  Queen  and  Crescent  Route 
(Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  &  Texas  Pacific  Railway  Co.)  advises  Brother 
Carter  as  follows : 

"Your  letter  of  20th  instant  reached  me  this  morning.  I  am  advised 
that  for  £o  js  of  Veterans'  meeting  at  Indianapolis  the  lines  from  Cincin- 
nati have  made  rate  of  one  far  for  round  trip,  tickets  to  be  sold  Septem- 
ber 8th  and  9th,  good  returning  until  15th.  We  will  make  rate  from 
Chattanooga  for  this  occasion  on  same  basis  $12.80  for  round  trip.  From 
Harriman  Junction  we  will  make  rate  of  $10.40,  selling  tickets  Septem- 
ber 8th  and  9th,  good  returning  to  include  the  15th.  I  have  advised  Mr. 
Joseph  Richardson,  Chairman  Southern  Passenger  Association,  that  we 
will  take  this  action,  requesting  that  similar  rate  be  made  from  territory 
of  Southeastern  Passenger  Association.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to 
advise  me  from  what  points  in  the  South  there  will  be  a  movement  of 
Sons  of  Veterans  for  Indianapolis,  and  will  you  give  us  your  assistance 
in  controlling  business  for  our  line?  An  early  reply  will  be  appreciated." 

Information  not  covered  by  this  and  the  preceding  General  Orders, 
wan  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  members  of  the  Transportation  Com- 
mittee, as  announced  in  General  Orders  No.  3. 

III.  The  Local  Committee  for  the  entertainment  of  the  delegates 
and  members  of  the  Encampment,  we  are  advised,  are  actively  at  work 
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perfecting  their  arrangements  and  bespeak  for  their  guests  a  most  en- 
joyable reception. 

The  hotel  rates,  we  are  advised,  will  be  $1.00,  $1.50,  $2.00,  $2.50,  $3.00 
and  $3.50  per  day,  although  the  Committee  have  not  submitted  the  list 
of  names  of  the  respective  hotels. 

Through  the  Quartermaster-General  we  learn  that  the  rates  at  the 
Denison  Hotel  will  be  as  follows  :  Two  persons  occupying  room  jointly, 
$2.50  per  day  each  ;  one  person  to  room,  $3.00  per  day  ;  rooms  with  bath, 
$3.50  per  day  each.  Delegations  of  from  18  to  25  persons  can  get  entire 
suites,  two  beds  to  a  room,  with  three  baths  in  the  suite,  at  the  $2.50  rate. 

Communications  for  hotel  accommodations  should  be  addressed  to 
Brother  S.  S.  Mullen,  Adjutant  Indiana  Division,  Lombard  Building, 
Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

IV.  Since  the  promulgation  of  the  last  General  Orders  the  Wash- 
ington Division  (then  reported  delinquent)  has  made  report  for  the 
March  quarter,  with  636  members  in  good  standing,  as  against  678  mem- 
bers the  preceding  quarter. 

V.  After  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  had  been  organized, 
about  the  same  length  of  time  or  period  of  years  that  now  marks  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  a  project  was  inaugurated,  which  with, 
the  individual  efforts  and  labors  of  many  of  those  active  in  the  work  of 
that  Order,  largely  was  the  means  of  bringing  about  results  that  they 
now  show  for  that  splendid  organization,  especially  in  relation  to  its 
membership. 

We  have  the  same  source  and  vital  force  enlisted  in  our  behalf  and 
at  work  for  us  that  so  very  materially  aided  in  bringing  about  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  from  the  period  when  it  was  at 
a  standstill. 

THE  NATIONAL  TRIBUNE,  Washington,  D.  C,  whose  excellent 
work  in  our  behalf  for  some  time  past,  in  the  organization  of  new  Camps, 
as  many  Division  Commanders  can  testify,  has  again  come  to  our  assist- 
ance in  a  most  substantial  and  worthy  manner,  placing  us  under  greater 
obligations  for  its  excellent  aid. 

With  the  object  of  inciting  a  new  interest  in  our  Order,  and  arous- 
ing sentiment  and  opinion  in  our  favor  among  those  with  whom  its 
effect  cannot  but  be  most  beneficial,  we  hope  to  consummate  in  the 
very  near  future  an  arrangement  whereby  THE  NATIONAL  TRIBUNE 
will  receive  direct  at  their  office  applications  for  charters  for  Camps. 

IV.  In  the-court  martial  of  George  E.  Marsh,  Camp  211,  Nodaway, 
Iowa,  who  was  found  guilty  of  conduct  unbecoming  a  member  in  his  re- 
lation to  the  Order,  and  sentenced  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  the 
proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  have  been  approved  and  the  sentence 
ordered  carried  into  effect. 

VII.  Upon  recommendation  of  the  Division  Commander  the  char- 
ters of  Camp  No,  7,  at  Morristown,  and  Camp  No.  3,  at  Newark,  both  of 
the  New  Jersey  Division,  have  been  revoked  and  are  hereby  declared 
forfeited. 

VIII.  In  promulgating  to  the  Order  these  concluding  General 
"Orders,  the  Commander-in-Chief  embraces  the  opportunity  to  expresa 

his  sincere  thanks  to  all  the  loyal  members  of  the  Order  for  their  active 
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<co-operation  and  encouragement.  Not  a  single  discordant  incident  has 
arisen  during  the  year  to  mar  the  pleasant  official  intercourse  between 
the  several  Divisions  and  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The  officers  and 
staff  have  vied  with  each  other  in  their  endeavors  to  execute  the  work 
allotted  to  them. 

W.th  this  satisfactory  condition  existing  we  may  well  thank  Him 
above,  who  has  watched  over  the  destiny  of  our  great  country,  and  im- 
plore His  blessings  for  the  future. 


By  command  of 


J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


Official : 


Adjutant-General. 
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OFFICIAL  CIRCULARS. 


INSPE  TOR  GENERAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Circular  No.  1.  .  Providence,  R.  I.,  October 24,  1896. 

The  following  are  the  assignments  for  Assistant  Inspectors-General 
to  inspect  Headquarters  of  the  several  Divisions  : 


DIVISION. 


Ala.  aiidTenn. 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut... . 

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts. 

Michigan   

Minnesota  

Missouri  

Nebraska  

N.  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania.. 
Rhode  Island.. 
South  Dakota. . 

Vermont  

Washington  

West  Virginia.. 
Wisconsin  


ASST.  INSFECTOR-GENli. 


R.  M.  Buckley  

Frank  C.  Shipley  

C.  Borin  

Arthur  B.  Spink  

James  Lewis,  jr  

E.  C.  Stillson  

Dan  S.  Gardner,  M.  D. 

R.  Lobenstein  

J.  H.  Heine  

D.  Q.  Morrow  

Arthur  B.  Spink  

James  Lewis  Rake  

Arthur  B.  SpinK  

Rev.  Somervllle  Light, 

Leo  W.  Kennedy  

John  Redmond  

W.  H.  Russell  

Arthur  B.  Spink  

E.  W.  Alexander  

Wm.  B.  McNulty  

Maj.  R.  M.  J.  Reed.... 

E.  Weldon  Young  

Arthur  B  Spink.  

George  E.  Cox  

E.  A.  Burdick  

Arthur  B.  Spink  

D  M.  Dwire  

E.  W.  Myers  

Dr.  J.  A.  Mabbs  


Jr.  Vice  Com.-in-Chief. 
Past  Div.  Commander.. 

Council-In-Chief  , 

Inspector-General  

Past  Captain  

Past  Inspector-General. 
Past  Surgeon-General.., 
Qua  rtermaster-General 

Council-in-Chief  , 

Division  Commander... 

Inspector-General  

Commander-in-Chief. ., 

Inspector-General  

Chaplain-in-Chief . . 
Sr.  Vice  Com.-in-ChW., 
Judge  Advocate-Gen'l., 

Past  Com.-in-Chief  , 

Inspector-General  , 

Personal  Aide  

Past  Div.  Commander.., 
Past  Grand  Div.  Com.., 
Past  Surgeon-General.., 

Inspector-General  

Division  Commander..., 

Inspector  

Inspector-General  

Division  Commander.... 

Council-in-Chief  

Surgeon-General  


ADDRESS. 


641  Court  PI.,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Oakland,  Oaf. 

Oberlin,  Kan. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

Massillon,  O. 

Chicago,  111. 

Hooper,  Neb. 

Hillshoro,  Mich.  - 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Reading,  Pa. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Wabash,  Ind. 

City  Hall,  Denver,  Col. 

Burlington,  Kan. 

LaCrosse,  Kan. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Reading.  Pa. 

1025  Arch  St.,  Phila.,  Pa 

1111  Arch  St.,  Phila.,  Pa. 

Seattle.  Wash. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

White,  S.  D. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Salem,  Ore. 

Parkersburg. 

Holland,  Mich. 


Actual  expenses  incurred  by  Assistant  Inspectors-General  will  be 
borne  by  the  Divisions  inspected. 

Assistant-Inspectors  General  will  practice  rigid  economy  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  and  they  will  immediately  upon  receipt  of  this 
order  arrange  with  the  respective  Division  Commanders  satisfactory 
dates,  reporting  the  same  immediately  to  Arthur  B.  Spink,  Inspector- 
General,  Box  1310,  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  Inspector-General,  assisted  by  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Louis 
M.  Wagner,  will  inspect  Commandery-in-Chief  Headquarters,  comprising 
the  Departments  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  Adjutant-General. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief,  assisted  by  the  Adjutant- General,  will  in- 
spect the  Quartermaster-General's  Department. 

All  inspections  will  have  to  be  made  prior  to  December  1st,  as  pro- 
vided for  in  the  C,  R.  and  R. 

ARTHUR  B.  SPINK, 

Inspector-  General. 

Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,  ) 
Sons  op  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.  f 

Reading,  Pa.,  October  27,  1896. 
The  foregoing  is  hereby  approved  and  promulgated. 
Any  vacancies  occurring  will  be  supplied  by  the  Inspector-General, 
who  should  be  consulted  upon  all  matters  directly  affecting  inspections. 

By  command  of 

J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official : 


Adjutant-  General. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF. 

Circular  No.  2.  Wabash,  Ind.,  January  4,  1897. 

Brothers  of  our  Noble  Order  : 

The  Wheel  of  the  Year  has  nearly  completed  another  revolution  and 
we  are  within  finger  tips  of  one  of  the  charm  days  in  the  calendar  of  our 
Order,  viz.:  Lincoln,  or  Union  Defenders'  Day.  This  is  a  great  day,  be- 
cause it  is  the  anniversary  of  a  great  birth  ;  a  great  day,  because  of  what 
has  come  to  us  as  a  nation  and  people  through  that  birth  ;  a  great  day 
to  all  Young  Americans,  because  it  holds  up  before  them,  in  that  char- 
acter, a  striking  illustration  of  the  possibilities  of  American  Manhood  in 
this  land  of  freedom  and  equality.  Abraham  Lincoln  !  His  biography 
is  written  in  blood  and  tears  ;  uncounted  millions  arise  and  call  him 
blessed  ;  a  redeemed  and  re-united  republic  is  his  monument.  History 
embalms  the  name  of  Richard,  the  Lion-hearted  ;  here  too,  our  martyr 
finds  royal  sepulture,  as  Lincoln,  the  tender  hearted.  He  was  brave. 
While  assassins  swarmed  in  Washington,  he  went  everywhere,  without 
guard  or  arms.  He  was  magnanimous.  He  harbored  no  grudge,  nursed 
no  grievance,  was  quick  to  forgive  and  was  anxious  for  reconciliation. 
Hear  him  appealing  to  the  South  :  "We  are  not  enemies,  but  friends. 
Though  passion  may  have  strained  it  must  not  break  the  bond  of  our 
affection.  The  mystic  chord  of  memory,  stretching  from  every  patriot 
grave  to  every  heart  and  hearth-stone,  all  over  this  broad  land,  will  yet 
swell  the  chorus  of  the  Union,  when  touched  again,  as  it  surely  will  bet 
by  the  better  angels  of  our  nature." 

He  was  compassionate.  With  what  joy  he  brought  liberty  to  the  en- 
slaved. He  was  forgiving.  In  this  respect  he  was  strikingly  suggestive 
of  the  Saviour. 

He  was  great.  Time  will  but  augment  the  greatness  of  his  name  and 
fame.    Perhaps  a  greater  man  never  ruled  in  this  or  any  other  nation. 

He  was  good  and  pure  and  incorruptible.  He  was  a  patriot ;  he 
loved  his  country  ;  he  poured  out  his  soul  unto  death  for  it. 

He  was  human,  and  thus  touched  the  chord  that  makes  the  world 
akin, 

"No  Caesar  he  whom  we  lament, 
A  man  without  a  precedent. 
Sent,  It  would  seem,  to  do 
His  work,  and  perisn,  too." 
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But  the  day  is  even  nearer  and  dearer  to  us  as  Sons  of  Veterans,  when 
we  pause  and  think  of  the  sacrifices  of  our  worthy  sires,  living  and  dead, 
■who  were  associated,  in  the  dark  days  gone  by,  with  this  brave,  magnani- 
mous, compassionate,  immortal  man.  In  justice  to  these  brave  men,  we 
should  not  overlook  the  fact  that,  without  them,  this  man,  whose  history 
is  written,  whose  praises  are  everywhere  sung,  and  to  whom  monuments 
have  been  reared,  could  never  have  preserved  the  Union  and  maintained 
our  glorious  American  Liberty.  They  saved  to  us,  and  for  us,  this  lovely 
land,  these  benign  institutions;  they  are  ours  ;  ours  to  enjoy,  ours  to 
preserve,  ours  to  transmit.  This  gem  of  the  government  of  the  globe  is 
in  our  care  ;  the  heroes  placed  it  there.  Ought  we  not  perpetuate  their 
memory  ?  They  suffered  for  us  many  days  of  weariness  and  pain  ;  and 
shall  not  we  spend  at  least  one  or  two  of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  in  respect  to  their  memory  ?  Can  we  be  true  to  our  manhood  and 
withhold  such  service  ?  It  is  only  doing  unto  others  as  we  would  that 
they  should  do  unto  us  ;  for  there  is  an  inherent  desire  in  every  soul  to 
be  remembered.  What  more  cruel  than  to  be  forgotten  by  our  friends 
and  comrades  ;  our  names  and  deeds  to  find  no  mention  ? 

The  mariner  flings  the  farewell  kiss  with  a  "Remember  me."  The 
soldier  wrote  in  his  blood,  "  Remember  me."    And  we  all  say  : 

"  Death  shall  not  claim  the  immortal  miad  ; 
Let  earth  close  o'er  its  sacred  trust, 
Yet  goodness  dies  not  in  the  dust." 

Our  Divine  Lord  silenced  the  murmuring  throng  at  His  anointing 
-with  words  of  commendation  co-extensive  with  the  gospel  He  preached. 
Rising  higher,  we  find  Him  framing  a  memorial  service  to  perpetuate 
His  own  memory  throughout  all  time.  "  Thisdo  in  remembranceof  Me." 
In  view  of  this  law  of  desire,  history  has  been  and  is  being  written.  For 
this  the  halls  and  galleries  are  filled  with  familiar  faces  and  forms.  In 
obedience  to  this  claim,  and  deeply  sensible  of  the  fact  that  we  can  never 
pay  the  debt  which  is  upon  us  ;  let  us  assemble  on  Union  Defenders1  Day, 
and,  by  spirited,  patriotic  services,  pay  another  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  our  Nation's  Defenders,  who  were  and  are  so  noble  and  true. 
Chaplains  !  Captains  !  Division  Officers  !  Brothers  !  let  us  all  line  up  I 
Let  every  man  do  his  duty  on  February  12th,  1897.  I  trust  that  the  ac- 
companying order  of  exercises  may  be  suggestive  and  helpful  on  that 
day,  and  that  an  unusually  large  number  of  Camps  may  report  having 
observed  the  day. 

PROGRAM  FOR  UNION  DEFENDERS'  DAY. 

General  Topic. 
Our  Country  :  Her  Defenders  and  Saviours. 

Introductory. 

1.  Song,  "Blest  be  the  Tie  That  Binds." 

2.  Prayer. 

3.  A  short  address  on  "  Union  Defenders'  Day.1' 

Part  First—"  Our  Country." 

1.  Song,  "America." 

2.  "  Our  County's  Call." — Bryant.    A  Recitation. 
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3.  The  Response,  "  Three  Hundred  Thousand  More."  Recitation. 

4.  "  Our  Country's  Flag."   "  The  Stripes  and  the  Stars."  Recitation. 

5.  National  Hymn  of  the  S.  of  V.,  "The  Banner  of  Beauty  and 

Glory." 

Part  Second — "  Our  Country's  Defenders." 

1.  Her  Men. 

a.  The  Principal  Address  of  the  Evening. 

b.  Song,  "The  Flag  of  Lincoln  and  Washington." 

2.  Her  Women. 

a.  Mothers,  "The  Mothers  of  Our  Volunteers."  Recitation. 

b.  Wives,  "The  Brave  at  Home."  Recitation. 

c.  Maidens,  "  A  Woman  of  the  War."  Recitation. 

Concluding  Hymn — "The  Patriot's  Doxology." 

The  above  program  is  so  arranged  that  the  Sons  may  call  to  their 
assistance  the  G.  A.  R.,  W.  R.  C.  and  the  L.  A.  S.  in  carrying  it  out.  All 
the  literature  needed  is  1.  A  copy  of  the  Popular  Libretto  prepared  by 
Rev.  W.  O.  Pierce,  D.  D.,  Winchester,  Ind.  As  this  Libretto  contains 
the  National  Hymn  of  the  S.  of  V.,  every  Camp  should  have  several 
copies  on  hand.  Send  to  the  above  address  for  them.  2.  A  copy  of  the 
charming  little  book  of  poems  entitled,  "  Bugle  Echoes,"  by  The  Stokes 
Company,  New  York.    The  recitations  suggested  are  all  in  this  book. 

Trusting  that  the  program  may  be  helpful, 

I  remain  yours,  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

S.  Light,  Chaplain-in-Chief. 

Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,) 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.  > 
Reading,  Pa.,  January  7,  1897. 
The  foregoing  is  hereby  approved  and  promulgated. 

By  command  of 

J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official : 

Adjutant-General. 

Circular  No.  3.  Reading,  Pa.,  January  20th,  1897. 

To  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  : 

To  whom,  if  not  to  those  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  War,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  should  the  Sons  of  Veterans  turn 
for  co-operation  and  assistance  in  the  work  of  building  up  their  organiza- 
tion ?  The  same  blood  that  coursed  through  the  veins  of  the  "  boys  of  '61 
to  '65,"  and  prompted  them  to  the  support  of  the  cause  that  meant  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  flows  through  the  veins  of  their  sons,  who  are 
organized  that  those  deeds  of  valor  and  patriotism  shall  not  be  forgotten  ; 
that  the  priceless  lives,  the  empty  sleeves,  and  the  precious  blood  with 
which  treason  was  suppressed  shall  stand  as  a  constant  reminder  of  the  per- 
petuity of  our  country's  institutions  as  founded  by  Washington  and  so 
firmly  re-established  by  the  martyred  Lincoln. 
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The  Sons  of  Veterans  have  not  sought,  nor  do  they  aspire,  to  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  This,  in  the  very  nature 
of  things,  can  never  be.  "We  come  to  you  only  as  your  sons,  soliciting  your 
earnest  aid  and  support  in  the  establishment  of  new  Camps,  and  in  the 
strengthening  of  existing  ones,  that  our  membership  may  be  so  increased 
and  our  work  so  advanced  that  when  the  time  shall  come — as  come  it  must 
— that  we  may  be  called  upon  to  assist  in  promoting  the  purposes  for  which 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  founded,  we  may  be  found  numerically 
organized  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  this  labor  of  love  and  patriotism. 

We  invite  your  careful  perusal  of  the  principles  and  objects  of  our 
Order : 

PRINCIPLES. 

Section  1.  A  firm  belief  and  trust  in  Almighty  God,  and  a  realization 
that  under  His  beneficent  guidance  the  free  institutions  of  our  land,  conse- 
crated by  the  services  and  blood  of  our  fathers,  have  been  preserved,  and 
the  integrity  and  life  of  the  Nation  maintained. 

Sec.  2.  True  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  based  upon  a  respect  for,  and  devotion  and  fidelity  to,  its  Consti- 
tution and  Laws,  manifested  by  the  discountenancing  of  anything  that 
may  tend  to  weaken  Loyalty,  incite  to  Insurrection,  Treason  or  Rebellion,  or 
in  any  manner  impair  the  efficiency  and  permanency  of  our  National  Union. 

OBJECTS. 

Section  1.  To  keep  green  the  memories  of  our  fathers,  and  their 
sacrifices  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union. 

Sec.  2.  To  aid  the  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  all 
honorably  discharged  Union  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  in  caring  for  their 
helpless  and  disabled  veterans  ;  to  extend  aid  and  protection  to  their 
widows  and  orphans  ;  to  perpetuate  the  memory  and  history  of  their  heroic 
dead,  and  the  proper  observance  of  Memorial  Day  and  Union  Defenders' 
Day. 

Sec.  3.    To  aid  and  assist  worthy  and  needy  members  of  our  Order. 

Sec.  4.  To  inculcate  patriotism  and  love  of  country,  not  only  among 
our  membership,  but  among  all  the  people  of  our  land,  and  to  spread  and 
sustain  the  doctrine  of  equal  rights,  universal  liberty  and  justice  to  all. 

ELIGIBILITY  TO  MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  All  male  descendants  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age, 
of  deceased  or  honorably  discharged  soldiers,  sailors  or  marines,  who  served 
in  the  Union  army  or  navy  during  the  Civil  War  of  1861-1865,  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  membership,  provided  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  who  has  ever 
been  convicted  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  who  has,  or  whose  father  has, 
ever  borne  arms  against  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

We  make  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  end  that  a  Camp  of  Sons  of  Veterans 
may  be  found  to  flourish  under  the  fostering  care  of  every  Post  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Information  and  blanks  necessary  for  the 
formation  of  Camps  may  be  obtained  from  the  Division  Commander  in 
your  State,  or  will  be  cheerfully  forwarded  from  these  headquarters  upon 
request.  Faithfully  yours, 

Official:  J.  L.  RAKE, 

H.  H.  Hammer,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Office  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
Omaha,  Neb.,  Dec.  12th,  1896. 
Recognizing  that  our  sons  must  take  up  the  work  we  soon  shall  lay- 
aside;  and  recognizing  also  the  great  importance  of  organization  in  their 
ranks  as  well  as  our  own,  the  Commander-in-Chief  most  heartily  commends 
to  all  Commanders  and  comrades  the  address  herewith  issued  by  the  Com- 
mander in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  asks  their  hearty  co-opera- 
tion in  sustaining  Camps  already  organized,  and  in  the  organization  of  new 
ones. 

T.  S.  CLARKSON, 
To  J.  L.  RAKE,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 

Reading,  Pa. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEE. 

Circular  No.  4.  Bdufftojnt,  Ind.,  April  28,  1897. 

Brothers  :— The  day,  America's  glorious  Memorial  Day,  the  day 
when  this  nation  is  expected  to  be  at  the  graves  of  her  soldiers  in  com- 
memoration of  their  faithfulness  and  self-sacrifice,  even  unto  the  death, 
is  not  far  distant.  We  approach  the  day  with  feelings  of  mingled  pain 
and  pleasure.  Pain,  because  of  a  keen  sense  of  appreciation  of  the  severe 
struggles,  the  intense  sufferings  and  the  black  midnight  darkness  of  the 
Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death,  through  which  our  beloved  heroes  and 
saviours  passed  that  we  might  enjoy  such  glorious  liberty  and  be  the 
possessors  of  such  benign  institutions.  Pleasure,  because  the  day  affords 
all  true,  noble,  loyal  and  patriotic  American  citizens  the  heaven-born 
privilege  of  leaving  the  busy  walks  of  life  for  the  quiet  streets  of  the 
silent  city  of  the  heroic  dead,  and  with  appropriate  music,  eloquent  eulo- 
gies, choice  flowers  and  wreaths  of  beautiful  leaves^  lay  upon  Memory's 
Altar  another  token  of  love  and  reverence  for  those  who  were 
"The  pillar  of  a  people's  hope, 
The  centre  of  a  world's  desire" 
and  gratitude  for  the  patriotic  living  concerning  whom  one  has  beauti- 
fully sung  : 

"Honor  and  love  to  the  soldiers  give, 
Their  deeds  of  valor  will  ever  live  ; 
Cherished  in  memory  bright  and  fair, 
Our  national  pride  and  safety  they  are." 
While  this  day  is  recognized  as  Gr.  A.  R.  Day  let  it  not  be  forgotten 
that  it  is  also  Sons  of  Veteran's  Day.    On  this  day  every  heart  of  every 
son  of  a  veteran  in  all  this  broad  land  ought  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  the  Commanders  and  Chaplains  of  the  several 
Divisions,  the  Captains  and  Chaplains  and  enter  into  the  exercises  of  the 
day  with  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  that  characterized  the  days  of  enlist- 
ment and  the  organization  of  the  armies  out  of  which  our  brave  Ameri- 
can soldiers  have  fallen.    May  we,  as  sons  of  veterans,  feel  deeply  how 
much  of  what  we  are  and  what  we  possess,  we  owe  to  the  liberty  and 
institutions  purchased  for  us  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers.    Let  us  not 
forget  that  all  that  we  with  the  hosts  assembled  in  the  myriads  of  ceme- 
teries of  this  land  can  do  to  honor  the  heroes  who  gave  us  these  blessings 
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will  not  be  a  Attribute  to  their  memory  so  dear.  Could  we  causi.'  u  monu- 
ment to  ascend  not  only  till  it  reached  the  skies,  but  till  it  pierced  them, 
its  broad  surface  could  contain  but  part  of  that  which  shall  outlive  the 
duration  of  letters  and  knowledge  among  men.  Let  us,  therefore,  as 
members  of  thi-  noble  Order,  put  forth  our  best  effort  to  show  our  loy- 
alty to  and  love  for  the  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Let  us  at  all  times,  and 
especially  on  Memorial  Day,  assist  the  Grand  Army  in  such  manner  as 
may  seem  most  expedient  to  that  organization.  Every  brother  is  ex- 
pected to  use  his  influence  toward  making  May  30th  more  of  a  holy  day 
and  less  of  a  holiday. 

Let  every  Camp  religiously  observe  Memorial  Sunday  as  well  as  Me- 
morial Day.  By  so  doing  and  turning  out  in  a  body  to  the  service,  in 
due  form,  you  will  commend  our  Order  to  the  attention  of  the  thought- 
ful people  of  every  community  where  a  Camp  is  located. 

Brothers,  in  a  quiet,  unobtrusive,  but  none  the  less  effective  manner, 
let  us  make  ourselves  felt  and  appreciated  this  year  as  never  before.  Let 
every  Camp  be  on  the  alert  and  seize  every  opportunity  to  perform  such 
services  on  May  23d  and  30th  as  will  enable  it  to,  as  nearly  as  possible,  fill! 
every  blank  in  the  Chaplain's  report  with  that  which  will  appear  as  a 
record  of  good  work  done  for  the  Order.  Wherever  it  can  be  done  har- 
moniously let  Camps  secure  speakers  from  the  ranks  of  our  Order. 

Let  me  in  conclusion  urge  upon  Division  Chaplains  the  importance 
of  promptness  in  forwarding  reports.  The  reports  must  be  in  my  hands 
not  later  than  July  1st. 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

S.  LIGHT, 

Chaplain-in-Chief. 

Headquarters  Commandeby-in- Chief,  \ 
Sons  op  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.  ) 

Reading,  Pa.,  May  3,  1897. 

The  foregoing  is  hereby  approved  and  promulgated,  with  the  hope 
that  every  member  in  the  Order  will  be  found  in  line  in  regulation 
uniform. 

By  command  of 

J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-C  hief. 

Official  : 

Adjutant- General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS  No.  1. 

Reading,  Pa.,  November  2,  1896. 

C.  L.  Henley,  Commander  Camp  No.  17,  Division  Indiana,  Sons  of  Veterans 
U.  S.  A.,  Wabash,  Ind.: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— By  virtue  of  the  authority  in  us  vested, 
you  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  in  our  name  and  in  our  behalf,  to 
duly  install  Brother  Somerville  Light  as  Chaplain-in-Chief  of  the  Order  for 
this  administration.    This  you  will  arrange  for  at  the  earliest  possible  date 
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convenient  to  you  both.    You  will  return  this  order,  reporting  to  the  Com- 
mander-in  Chief  all  your  acts  performed  by  virtue  of  the  same. 
This  Special  Order  shall  be  your  authority. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official  :  H.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  No.  2. 

Reading,  Pa.,  November  2,  1896. 
W.  A.  Holley,  Senior  Vice-Commander  Michigan  Division,  Sons  of  Veter- 
ans, U.  S.  A.,  Holland,  Mich.: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— By  virtue  of  the  authority  in  us  vested,  you 
are  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  in  our  name  and  in  our  behalf,  to  duly 
install  Brother  J.  A.  Mabbs  as  Surgeon-General  of  the  Order  for  this  ad- 
ministration, and  this  Special  Order  shall  be  your  authority.  This  you 
will  arrange  for  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  mutually  convenient.  You 
will  return  this  order,  reporting  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  all  your  acts 
performed  by  virtue  of  the  same. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official  :  H.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant -General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  No.  3. 

Reading,  Pa.,  November  6,  1896. 
C.  D.  Wharton,  Commander  Camp  No.  229,  Burlington,  Kan.:  . 

[.  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — By  virtue  of  the  authority  in  us  vested,  you 
are  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  in  our  name  and  in  our  behalf,  to  duly 
install  Brother  John  Redmond  as  Judge  Advocate-General  of  the  Order 
for  this  administration,  and  this  Special  Order  shall  be  your  authority. 
This  you  will  arrange  for  at  the  earliest  possibly  moment  mutually  con- 
venient. You  will  return  this  order,  reporting  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
all  your  acts  performed  by  virtue  of  the  same. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official  :  H.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  No.  4. 

Reading,  Pa.,  April  19,  1897. 
General  C.  Borin,  Council-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  Chanute,  Kan.: 
My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— By  virtue  of  the  authority  in  us  vested, 
you  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  in  our  name  and  in  our  behalf,  to 
attend  the  sessions  of  the  Kansas  Division  as  the  direct  representative  of 
the  Commandery-in-Chief.  Immediately  upon  the  adjournment  of  the  ses- 
sions at  Chanute  you  will  return  this  order,  reporting  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  all  your  acts  performed  by  virtue  of  the  same. 
This  Special  Order  shall  be  your  authority. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official  :  H.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  No.  5. 

Reading,  Pa.,  August  23,  1897. 
To  the  Council-in-Chief,  Commandery-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.: 

Greeting  :— The  members  of  the  Council-in-Chief  are  hereby  directed 
to  convene  at  the  temporary  headquarters  of  the  Cornmandery-in  Chief, 
Denison  Hotel,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Sep- 
tember 8th,  1897,  for  the  purpose  of  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  Quarter- 
master and  Adjutant-Generals. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  members  will  be  prompt  in  their  attendance, 
whereby  they  may  be  able  to  complete  the  auditing  of  the  aocounts  to  en- 
able them  to  complete  their  report  for  presentation  to  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  at  the  opening  session.     Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official  :  H.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant-General. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  Q,UARTERM  ASTER-GENERAL. 


Headquartkrs  Commandery-in-Chief, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Department  op  Quartermaster-General, 
84  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  August  23,  1897. 

To  J.  L.  Rake,  Commander-in-Chief  : 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  ray  report  of  the  business  of  the 
Quartermaster-General's  Department  for  the  term  ending  August  23,  1897  : 

REPORT  SUPPLEMENTAL  TO  REPORT  TO  15th  ANNUAL 

ENCAMPMENT. 


Cash  on  hand,  as  shown  by  report  $1,427  32 

Received  from  Divisions  (balance  due)   46  97 

for  Per  Capita  Tax   173  91 

"  Charter  Fees   8  00 

"  Stove  sold   10  00 

  $1,666  20 

Paid  for  General  Expenses  $     19  87 

11     "   Salaries   250  00 

"     "  Traveling  Expenses     12  85 

"  Expenses  15th  Annual  Encampment   696  36        979  08 


Balance  cash  on  hand  at  beginning  administration  -  ...  $    687  12 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FROM  SEPT.  14th,  1896,  TO 

AUG.  23d,  1897. 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash  on  hand  $  687  12 

"    received  for  Supplies  $4,660  93 

"  Per  Capita  Tax   4,909  07 

"  Charter  Fees   ■      357  26 

"  Miscellaneous    5  62      9,932  88 

Total  Cash  Receipts   $10,620  00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  the  15th  Annual  Encampment,  in 
addition  to  those  paid  by  preceding  admin- 
istration : — 

W.  S.  Garber,  stenographer  $    29  50 

Proceedings   530  00 

Postage  on  proceedings   22  00  . 

Boxes  and  drayage  on  proceedings   7  38 

Reading  proof,  proceedings   1  00 

Express  on  transcript  of  proceedings   2  50 

Express  on  money   2  10 

  $  594  48 

Traveling  Expenses  :  — 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral '  $  191  03 

Quartermaster-General   9  00 

C.  Borin  (Council-in-Chief )   28  00 

■  1    $   228  03 

Supplies : — 

Badges  and  decorations  $  2,681  60 

Camp  and  Division  supplies-.   768  60 

Cost  of  shipping   134  59 

Wrapping  paper,  twine,  &c   13  41 

Insurance   23  80 

—  $  3,622"00 
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Office  Expenses  :  — 

Rent,  Commandery  Headquarters  $  330  00 

Rent,    Quartermaster-General's  Head- 
quarters   360  00 

Light  and  toilet  supplies,  Coinmandery. . .        3  60 

Light  and  toilet  supplies,  Quartermaster- 
General   22  78 

Telegrams  and  express,  Comniandery   19  01 

Telegrams  and   express,  Quartermaster- 
General   19  11 

Postage,  Commandery  Headquarters   211  59 

Postage,   Quartermaster-General's  Head- 
quarters   •-       64  00 

Stationery,  all  National  Officers   104  41 

Stationery,  Commandery  Headquarters..       69  96 

Stationery,  Quartermaste r-General's 

Headquarters   15  85 

Rubber  stamps,  Commandery  Headquar- 
ters  16  91 

Miscellaneous,   Commandery  Headquar- 
ters  23  16 

Miscellaneous,  Quartermaster-G e neral's 

Headquarters   4  35 

 $ 1,264  73 

General  Expenses  :— 

Moving  Commandery  Headquarters  $  114  11 

Gold  Star  for  Commander-in-Chief   150  00 

Testimonials  to  Past  Commanders-in-Chief 

Lawler  and  Walker   118  00 

Commandery  Ribbon   12  00 

Blanks  furnished  free  to  Divisions   24  35 

Password  and  countersign  and  secret  work 

blanks   9  50 

Rent  safety  deposit  box  (2  years)   6  00 

Record  books   21  43 

Inspection  circulars   10  50 

Inspection  of  Commandery  Headquarters.       11  50 

Binding  Proceedings   8  75 

Furnishings  for  Commandery  Headquar- 
ters   76  16 

Miscellaneous   8  50 

  $  570  80 

Salaries   2,875  00 

General  Orders   249  48 

16th  Annual  Encampment   25  45 

Furniture     7  30 

Tax  Refunded   1  88 

Miscellaneous   20  94 


Total  Expenditures   $9,460  09 


Balance  Cash  on  hand   $1,159  91 

Supplies  on  hand,  inventoried  at  cost   $1,329  50 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  on  September  14, 
1896,  was  as  follows  : 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT,  SEPT.  14th,  1896. 
Dr.  Assets.  Liabilities.  Cr. 

Furniture  $  587  69     Due  to  Divisions  %      4  60 

Supplies   1,52-5  39     Surplus   2,804  07 

Cash   687  12 

Due  from  Divisions   8  47 


$2,808  67 


J,  808  67 
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The  financial  condition  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  at  the  close  of 
business,  August  23,  1897,  is  as  follows  : 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT,  AUG.  23,  1897. 

Liabilities.  Cr. 

Alabama  and  Tennessee  $  01 

Connecticut   32 

Indiana   44 

Iowa   17 

Massachusetts   09 

New  Jersey   13 

New  York   25 

Ohio   01 

Rhode  Island    34 

South  Dakota   1  12 

Vermont   11 

West  Virginia   01 

Surplus   3,030  67 


California. . . 
Colorado. . . . 
Kentucky . . . 

Maine  

Missouri  

Nebraska. . . 
Oregon 
Washington. 
<Gulf  


Assets 

$  535 

50 

1 ,0/Zv 

ou 

1,159 

91 

10 

05 

05 

05 

2 

22 

20 

01 

1 

54 

4 

54 

$3,033  67 


5,033  67 


The  account  of  Profit  and  Loss  from  September  1,  1896,  to  August  23, 
1897,  is  as  follows  : 


PROFIT  AND  LOSS,  SEPT. 

Dr.  Losses. 
To  Supplies  (obsolete  forms 

destroyed)  .$     36  58 

41  Furniture  (10  per  cent. 

reduction)   59  49 

41  Office  Expenses   1,264  73 

*'  General  Expenses   586  24 

44  Salaries   3,125  00 

41  Traveling  Expenses   240  88 

"  15th  Nat'l  Encampment.  1,290  84 

44  General  Orders   249  48 

41  16th  Nat'l  Encampment.      25  45 


3,878  69- 


1st,  1896,  TO  AUG.  23d,  1897. 

Gains.  Cr. 

By  Charter  Fees  $  365  50 

41  Per  Capita  Tax   5,080  50 

44  Supplies   862  12 

14  Balance  (net  loss)   570  57 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  RECEIPTS 

1894-'95. 

Heceived  from  predecessor  $  1,494  66 

for  Supplies   6,645  52 

"         ' 4  Per  Capita  Tax   5,249  20 

"        44  Charter  Fees.   464  00 

41        44  Miscellaneous   405  80 


1895-'96. 
>     211  95 
5,509  45 
6,072  29 
475  00 
507  20 


$14,259  18        $12,775  89 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  EXPENDITURES. 

1894-'95.  1895-'96. 

Debts  of  preceding  administration.. .  $  (A)  1,072  86 
Expenses  of  preceding  annual  meet- 
ing in  addition  to  those  paid  by 

preceding  administration  $  783  43  660  43 

Traveling  expenses  of  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  staff   193  07  146  40 

Supplies  : — 

Badges  and  decorations   3,453  40  2,695  60 

Camp  and  Division  supplies   1,751  10  1,313  24 

Cost  of  shipment  (B)  

Wrapping  paper,  insurance,  &c...  47  58  39  94 


5,878  69 


1896-'97. 
$     687  12 
4,660  93 
4,909  07 
357  26 
5  62 

$10,620  00 


1896-'97. 

t    594  48 

228  03 

2,681  60 
768  60 

37  21 
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1894-'95.  189.V96.  1896-'97. 

Furniture  $  173  50  $     23  75  $      7  30> 

General  orders   291  93  281  90  249  48 

Salaries   3,000  00  2,750  00  2,875  00 

Office  Expenses  : — 

Rent   830  00  445  00  690  00 

Telegrams,  Postage  and  Station- 
ery (C)  

Miscellaneous   84  7.5  81  09  70  80 

General  Expenses  :  — 

Transfer  Commandery  Headquar- 
ters  \   34  40  185  34  114  11 

Records   20  85  21  43 

Miscellaneous   350  08  479  62  435  26 

Stationery   174  89  118  38  190  22 

Telegraphing  :   80  17  73  23  38  12 

Postage..   271  68  228  45  275  59 

Cost  of  shipping  supplies  and  other 

express  charges   303  72  199  59  134  59 

Other  items   398  32  532  90  48  27 


Totals  $12,222  02        $11,348  57        $  9,460  09- 


(A)  Includes  tlie  aniouut  puid  on  account  of  "Rowley  Claim." 
(li)   Included  in  Express  ii em. 

(O)   Included  in  Telegraph,  Postage  and  Stationery  items. 


The  amount  of  cash  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration was  $687.12.  The  surplus  account  had  a  credit  of  $2,804.07.  We 
had  on  hand  at  the  close  of  business  on  August  23,  1897,  $1,159.91  in  cash, 
and  a  surplus  of  $3,030.67. 

It  requires  but  a  casual  glance  at  the  following  figures  to  show  how 
carefully  the  officers  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  have  guarded  the  finan- 
cial affairs  of  the  Order.  Our  revenues  from  per  capita  tax  have  been  re- 
duced from  $6,072.29  last  year  to  $4,909.07  for  the  year  just  closed,  a  loss  of 
$1,163.22;  revenue  from  Charter  Fees  from  $475.00  to  $357.26,  a  loss  of 
$117.74  ;  our  profits  on  supplies  from  $S89.31  to  $862.12,  a  loss  of  $127.19  ;  a 
loss  from  these  three  items  of  $1,408.15.  Notwithstanding  this  decrease  in 
revenue  of  $1,408.15,  our  surplus  is  but  $570.57  less  than  it  was  at  the  close 
of  the  preceding  adminstration. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  to  your  attention  what  may  prove  a  serious 
menace  to  the  Order.  No  complaint  has  been  made,  or  can  be  justly  made, 
that  the  affairs  of  the  Order  have  been  otherwise  than  economically  admin- 
istered. But  our  revenues  are  being  constantly  reduced  and  our  surplus  is 
being  rapidly  extinguished.  At  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief  Weeks' 
administration  our  surplus  was  $'3,685.00.  This  surplus  was  reduced  to  $5,- 
138.50  at  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief  Hall's  term  of  office;  increased 
to  $5,176.41  at  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief  Maccabe's  term  ;  reduced 
to  $4,190.21  at  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief  Bundy's  term  ;  further  re- 
duced to  $3,601.24  at  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief  Russell's  term  ;  and 
again  reduced  to  $3,030.67  at  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief  Rake's  term. 
Emergencies  may  arise  that  will  necessitate  increasing  our  revenues,  and  if 
this  Encampment  shall  again  fix  the  quarterly  per  capita  tax  at  4  cents,  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Council  in-Chief  should  be  empowered  to  raise 
the  amount  of  such  quarterly  per  capita  tax,  should  necessity  require. 

Divisions  are  indebted  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  as  follows  :  Cali- 
fornia, 10  cents;  Colorado,  5  cents;  Kentucky,  5  cents  ;  Maine,  5  cents; 
Missouri,  $2.22;  Nebraska,  20  cents;  Oregon,  1  cent;  Washington,  $1.54; 
Gulf,  $4.54  ;  and  the  following  Divisions  have  balance  due  them  from  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  :  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  1  cent ;  Connecticut,  32 
cents  ;  Indiana,  44  cents  ;  Iowa,  17  cents  ;  Massachusetts,  9  cents  ;  New  Jer- 
sey, 13  cents  ;  New  York,  25  cents  ;  Ohio,  1  cent  ;  Rhode  Island,  34  cents 
South  Dakota,  $1.12  ;  Vermont,  11  cents  ;  West  Virginia,  1  cent. 

The  following  Divisions,  at  the  date  of  this  report,  are  in  arrears  for 
tax  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1897  :  Indiana,  Ohio,  Oregon  and  Penn- 
sylvania. 
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■  I  have  received  the  bonds,  duly  approved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
of  all  Division  Commanders,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  Commander 
of  the  Division  of  Oregon. 

Complaint  has  been  made  to  these  headquarters  during  the  year  that 
the  pins  on  the  membership  badge  have  been  of  poor  quality,  making  the 
fastening  of  the  badge  insecure.  Major  Davis,  who  furnishes  the  badges, 
was  promptly  notified  and  advised  that  more  care  must  be  exercised  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  pins,  and  I  have  his  assurance  that  there  will  be  no 
further  cause  for  complaint. 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Adjutant-General  I  am  most  grateful 
for  many  kindly  acts,  and  I  am  fully  appreciative  of  the  cordiality  and 
friendship  which  has  marked  all  of  their  relations  with  myself  during  the 
past  year.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  the  Order  under  such  genial  and 
able  brothers,  and  again  I  beg  to  offer  them  my  sincere  thanks. 

Fraternally  yours,  R.  LOEBENSTEIN, 

Quartermaster-General. 

REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 

Headquarters  Commandery-in-Crtef, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U  S.  A., 
Department  of  Inspector  General, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Sept,  6th,  1897. 

H.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant- General,  Commander-in-Chief  and  Brothers  of  the 
Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  C ommandery -in-Chief : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  report  as  Inspec- 
tor-General : 

The  report  as  submitted  shows  our  Order  to  be  in  excellent  condition, 
considering  the  times.  Each  of  the  several  headquarters  of  Divisions  have 
been  duly  inspected  with  the  following  results,  as  reported  to  this  office  by 
"the  Assistant  Inspector-General  : 

No.  1.  Every  Division  has  a  charter. 

No.  2.  All  Divisions  have  a  regularly  adopted  set  of  By-Laws,  except  the 
Gulf,  Iowa  and  New  York,  which  are  in  accord  with  the  C,  R.  and  R.,  ex- 
cept Maryland. 

No.  3  "A."  Records  of  the  Division  Councils  and  Division  Encamp- 
ments are  not  complete  in  Maine,  Vermont,  New  Jersey  and  West  Virginia. 

No.  3  "B."  The  Registers  of  Members  is  reported  as  complete  in  all 
Divisions,  excepting  Illinois. 

No.  3  "C."  Rosters  of  Officers  are  complete  in  all  Divisions,  except  West 
Virginia  and  Wisconsin. 

No.  3  "D.",  Records  of  Commissions  issued  are  correctly  kept  in  every 
Division. 

No.  3  "E."  Also  of  Dispensations  issued,  except  in  the  Division  of  Wis- 
consin. 

No.  3  "F."  The  Black  Book  is  not  receiving  the  necessary  attention  in 
Colorado,  New  Jersey,  Vermont.  , 

No.  3  "G."  The  Adjutant's  Cash  Book  is  properly  kept  in  all  Divisions. 

No.  3  "H."  The  Quartermaster's  Cash  Book  is  reported  as  not  properly 
kept  in  the  Divisions  of  Washington  and  Wisconsin. 

No.  3  "I."  Oregon  and  Wisconsin  do  not  keep  a  Ledger  account. 

No.  4.  The  Quartermaster  of  Wisconsin  does  not  keep  an  account  with 
each  Camp  as  provided  for. 

No.  5. 

No.  6.  Illinois  Division  keeps  no  general  account.  Maryland,  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island's  general  accounts  are  in  excellent  shape. 

No.  7.  The  Divisions  reporting  in  debt  are  California,  Gulf,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Ohio  and  West  Virginia.  The  Division  of  Indiana  owe  the 
largest  amount.  $448.96,  and  the  Division  of  West  Virginia  the  least.  $15.00. 
The  total  indebtedness  of  the  several  Divisions  is  $1,503.90— $260.85  more 
than  last  year. 
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No.  8.  Every  Division  reported  cash  on  hand  excepting  the  Gulf  and  In- 
diana, the  total  amount  being  $3,758.24.  Massachusetts  has  the  largest 
amount,  $1,063.68,  -while  Indiana  is  reported  as  overdrawn,  $83.96,  which 
amount  I  have  included  in  answering  question  No.  7.  Pennsylvania  has 
during  the  past  year  paid  several  hundred  dollars  indebtedness,  which  has 
caused  it  to  lose  its  standing  financially  and  rank  No.  2.  The  total  shows- 
that  the  Divisions  have  $217.96  over  last  year  on  hand. 

No.  9.  There  were  no  Divisions  without  supplies  on  hand,  the  total 
value  being  $1,644.16. 

No.  10.  The  supplies  were  of  current  issue  except  in  the  Divisions  of  the 
Gulf  and  West  Virginia  and  they  have  been  ordered  to  destroy  the  old  and 
order  new. 

No.  11.  Each  Division  Commander  has  filed  bond  as  prescribed  in  the 
C,  R.  and  R. 

No.  12.  The  Quartermaster  in  the  Divisions  of  the  Gulf,  Illinois,  Iowa 
and  West  Virginia  are  reported  as  not  having  given  bonds. 

No.  13.  Salaries  are  paid  to  the  Adjutants  and  Quartermasters  in  all 
Divisions  except  the  Gulf,  New  York,  Oregon  and  West  Virginia. 

Nos.  14  and  15.  There  were  reported  32,418  members  in  last  reports  in. 
1,272  Camps,  an  average  of  about  25  members  to  each  Camp  in  the  Order. 

Nos.  16  and  17.  The  total  number  of  Camps  organized  since  organiza- 
tion is  reported  as  4,564,  with  1,908  reported  as  disbanded  (Nos.  18  and  19} 
and  1,052  suspended  and  not  reinstated,  and  321  suspended  during  the  past 
year,  that  is  1895.  This  is  as  near  as  can  be  furnished,  owing  to  several 
Divisions'  books  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  and  also  misplaced. 

No.  20.  A  general  observance  of  Memorial  Day  and  Memorial  Sunday 
show  that  our  members  are  earnest  in  the  work  which  we  are  organized  for. 

No.  21.  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Nebraska,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania 
and  Rhode  Island  were  the  only  Divisions  which  held  a  field-day. 

No.  22.  In  answer  to  the  question  every  Division  reported  that  corres- 
pondence is  promptly  and  thoroughly  attended  to.  "  I  beg  to  differ,"  and 
think  that  some  of  the  officers  must  have  misunderstood  the  Assistant  In- 
spectors-General when  they  asked  this  question,  as  at  this  office  it  has  been 
almost  impossible  to  get  answers  to  letters  written  which  were  of  great  im- 
portance. 

No.  23.  All  orders  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  are  promptly  mailed. 
No.  24.  Camp  requisitions  are  filed  by  every  Quartermaster. 
No.  25  (A).  Every  Division  Commander  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
same  work. 

No.  25  (B).  All  but  one  Adjutant  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  same- 
work. 

No.  25  (C).  Every  Inspector  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  same  work. 
No.  25  (D).  All  but  one  Mustering  Officer  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  same  work. 

By  examining  some  of  the  reports  you  will  doubt  this  and  think  that 
some  of  them  had  never  been  mustered  into  our  Order. 

No.  26.  All  Division  Officers  have  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  officials  regarding  our  Order  as  to  the  formation  of  new 
Camps,  excepting  New  Jersey. 

No.  27.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  G.  A.  R.  are  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  our  Order  throughout  the  country. 

Nos.  28  and  29.  Twenty-one  Divisions  report  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  as 
established  in  their  Division  and  that  they  are  a  great  help  and  assistance- 
to  our  Order. 

No.  30.  Sixteen  Divisions  report  the  social  feature  predominating, 
while  the  military  feature  is  reported  as  receiving  more  attention  and  be- 
coming more  pronounced  each  year. 

Nos.  31  and  32.  The  cost  of  charters  range  from  $12.00  to  $20.00,  for 
which  amount  Camp  charters  and  the  Camp  packets  as  prescribed  in  the 
C,  R.  and  R.  is  furnished. 

No.  33.  The  total  cost  of  Division  Inspections  was  $278.97,  an  average  of 
$9.62  to  each  Division. 
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The  following  is  the  corrected  list  of  Assistant  Inspectors-General 
assigned  to  inspect  Division  Headquarters  : 

Division.  Asst.  Inspector- Genl.  Address. 

Alabama  and  Tennessee.  .W.  R.  Cooper  

California  Frank  C.  Shipley..  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Colorado  George  H.  Frye  Oakland,  Cal. 

Connecticut  Arthur  B.  Spink.  Providence,  R.  I. 

Gulf  James  Lewis,  Jr  New  Orleans,  La. 

Illinois  F.  C.  Stillson  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

Indiana  Dan  S.  Gardner.  Massilion,  Ohio. 

Iowa  R.  Loebenstein  Chicago,  111. 

Kansas  W.  Y.  Morgan  Hutchinson,  Kan. 

Kentucky  D.  Q.  Morrow  Hillsboro,  Ohio. 

Maine  Arthur  B.  Spink  Providence,  R.  I. 

Maryland  J.  Lewis  Rake  Reading,  Pa. 

Massachusetts  Arthur  B.  Spink  Providence,  R.  I. 

Michigan  Rev.  Somerville  Light,  Wabash,  Ind. 

Minnesota  E.  H.  Milham..  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Missouri  John  Redmond  Burlington,  Kan. 

Nebraska  Grant  W.  Harrington  Hiawatha,  Kan. 

New  Hampshire  Arthur  B.  Spink  Providence,  R.  I. 

New  Jersev  E.  W.  Alexander   Reading,  Pa. 

New  York."  W.  B.  McNulty  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Ohio  Dan  S.  Gardner  Massilion,  Ohio. 

Oregon  ..E.  Hofer  Oregon. 

Pennsylvania  Arthur  B.  Spink  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rhode  Island  George  E.  Cox  .Hartford,  Conn. 

South  Dakota  F.  A.  Burdick  White,  S.  Dakota. 

Vermont  Arthur  B.  Spink  Providence,  R.  I. 

Washington  D.  M.  Dwire  Salem,  Oregon. 

West  Virginia  F.  W.  Myers  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 

Wisconsin  R.  Loebenstein  Chicago,  111. 

REPORT  OF  OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  OF  COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF 
HEADQUARTERS  BY  ASSISTANT  INSPECTOR-GENERAL 
R.  M.  J.  REED,  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Arthur  B.  Spink,  Inspector-General,  Providence,  R.  I: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — In  accordance  with  your  orders  I  inspected 
the  headquarters  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  located  in  the  city  of  Read- 
ing, Penna.,  on  the  12th  day  of  November,  1896,  and  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 

The  headquarters  are  conveniently  and  pleasantly  located  in  Second 
National  Bank  Building,  Penn  Square,  and  consist  of  a  suite  of  two  large, 
well-lighted  and  ventilated  rooms,  with  all  desirable  modern  conveniences 
of  a  first-class  office  building.  Regular  office  hours  are  maintained.  The 
Commander-in-Chief  and  Adjutant-General  are  at  headquarters  morning, 
afternoon  and  evening  of  each  day  (Sunday  excepted),  when  not  out  of  the 
city  on  official  business. 

All  correspondence  is  disposed  of  on  day  of  its  receipt,  the  same  being 
carefully  filed  for  reference.  Division  Orders  and  circulars  are  promptly 
filed  in  separate  files  by  Divisions.  Methodical  business  prevails  in  the  con- 
duct of  headquarters,  all  records  being  accurately  kept  and  noted.  "  Old 
Glory"  floats  day  and  night  from  headquarters'  window,  attracting  atten- 
tion to  our  National  Headquarters  and  reminding  the  public  of  the  organi- 
zation. The  Commandery  silk  colors  are  neatly  disposed  of  in  the  rooms 
occupied  respectively  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Adjutant-General, 
adding  greatly  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  offices  and  giving  dignity  to  the 
surroundings.  The  officers  are  conversant  with  the  O,  R.  and  R.  and  thor- 
oughly alive  to  the  needs  and  requirements  of  the  whole  Order.  The  bond 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  properly  filed  and  approved  by  the  Council- 
in-Chief.  The  bond  of  the  Adjutant-General  was  also  approved  and  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The  furniture  equipment  con- 
sists of : 
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Two  roll-top  desks,  one  typewriter  cabinet  with  Yost  typewriter,  one 
document  filing  cabinet  with  base,  one  bookcase,  one  national  letter  filing 
cabinet  with  base,  one  letter  press  and  table. 

The  floors  are  neatly  covered  with  rugs,  while  upon  the  walls  are  dis- 
played the  portraits  of  seven  of  our  Past  Commanders-in-Chief,  and  a  frame 
containing  the  Commandery-in-Chief  and  Division  marks. 

The  records  are  found  to  comprise  all  enumerated  in  the  C,  R.  and  R., 
and  consist  of  charter  application  record,  roster  of  elective  and  appointed 
Commandery-in-Chief  and  Division  officers,  commission  record  (new  and 
after  a  revised  and  improved  form  prepared  by  present  headquarters), 
record  of  dispensations  issued,  record  of  courts-martial,  record  of  Camps, 
record  of  decisions,  document  index,  Division  charter  record,  cash  book, 
records  of  Adjutants'  consolidated  reports,  Encampment  roll  and  Adjutant- 
General's  receipt  book. 

Remittances  from  all  sources  are  receipted  for  promptly  and  in  turn 
transferred  daily  to  the  Commander-in  Chief,  who  receipts  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  for  the  same.  All  funds  are  deposited  daily  in  bank  and  monthly 
returns  are  made  of  the  same  to  the  Quartermaster-General  on  a  new  form, 
accounting  in  detail  for  all  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  showing  balance 
due,  which  are  paid  invariably  by  draft.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Fraternally  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

R.  M.  J.  REED, 
Assistant  Inspector-General. 
Philadelphia,  Penna.,  January  5th,  1897. 

"REPORT   OF   INSPECTION  OF  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S 

DEPARTMENT." 

H  H ADQTJ ARTERS  COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, 

Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Department  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
Reading,  Pa.,  March  5th,  1897. 

Arthur  B.  Spink,  Inspector- General  Commandery-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, U.  S.  A.,  Providence,  B.  I.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — It  is  my  pleasure  to  report  that  on  the 
22d  ultimo,  assisted  by  the  Adjutant-General,  I  embraced  the  opportunity 
to  make  an  official  inspection  of  the  department  of  the  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral. We  found  his  headquarters  located  in  a  convenient  and  pleasant 
suite  of  two  rooms  at  No.  84  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  and  thoroughly 
equipped  in  a  business-like  way  for  the  transaction  of  official  business.  It 
is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  assure  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief that  the  methods  which  prevail  in  this  department  are 
beyond  criticism.  The  supplies  are  well  arranged  for  expeditious  handling 
and  give  evidence  in  the  matter  of  the  quantity  on  hand  of  great  care  in 
the  important  matter  of  ordering  the  supplies.  The  records,  from  a  care- 
ful examination,  show  a  commendable  promptness  inthe  dispatch  of  official 
business,  and  the  dates  of  entry  show  that  the  work  of  the  department  is 
given  that  attention  which  a  careful  conduct  of  any  enterprise  would  de- 
mand. 

The  system  of  recording  the  work  of  the  department,  while  on  double 
entry  lines,  is  original  in  its  details,  in  that  complicated  methods  have  been 
avoided  and  a  simple  but  commendable  set  of  record  books  are  the  result. 

The  records  in  use  in  this  department  are  : 

Invoice  book,  in  which  is  entered  the  quantity  of  each  blank,  book, 
badge,  etc.,  purchased,  and  from  which  the  party  furnishing  the  supplies 
is  credited,  with  their  values  shown.  The  proper  form  account  is  charged 
with  the  quantity  in  the  stock  ledger,  and  the  general  stock  account 
charged  with  the  value  of  the  supplies  furnished. 

Stock  ledger,  containing  accounts  with  each  form  in  stock,  in  which  is 
charged  the  number  of  each  form  received,  and  in  which  credit  is  given  for 
the  quantity  of  each  form  sent  out  upon  requisition. 

Cash  book,  in  which  is  recorded  all  items  of  cash  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures. 

Journal,  in  which  are  journalized  all  cash  and  invoice  book  entries. 
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Ledger,  containing1  accounts  with  each  Division  in  the  Order,  parties 
furnishing  supplies  to  the  Order  and  the  various  accounts  representing  the 
expenditures  of  the  Order. 

Receipt  book,  covering  consecutively  numbered  receipts  for  all  monies 
received. 

Requisition  book,  from  which  is  issued  consecutively  numbered  author- 
izations for  all  expenditures  made. 

Requisition  file,  in  which  is  bound  all  requisitions  for  supplies  after  the 
same  have  been  filled  and  properly  charged. 

The  financial  transactions  between  the  departments  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  Quartermaster-General  are  a  matter  of  settlement  on  the  last 
day  of  each  month  in  detail,  on  a  special  form  recently  prepared  for  this 
purpose,  and  which  has  operated  with  entire  satisfaction. 

The  entire  system  employed  appears  to  be  perfect,  and  proves  the  wis- 
dom of  locating  this  important  department  instead  of  causing  constant  con- 
fusion by  too  frequent  changes. 

It  is  but  just  to  Quartermaster-General  Loebenstein  to  say  that  he  de- 
serves the  thanks  of  our  members  for  the  skill  which  he  has  displayed  in 
perfecting  the  simple  yet  effective  system  which  he  employs,  and  for  the  un- 
varying promtness  which  he  has  exhibited  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
his  office.  Fraternallv  and  respectfully  yours, 

J.  L.  RAKE, 
Commander-in-Chief. 

CONNECTICUT. 

I  desire  to  congratulate  Commander  Cox  for  the  excellent  work  which 
he  has  accomplished  throughout  the  Division  of  Connecticut  during  the 
past  year.  He  has  personally  visited  every  Camp  in  the  State  during  his 
term,  assisted  in  mustering  three  new  Camps,  and  attended  his  Camp  at 
Hartford  regularly.  The  military  feature  is  receiving  the  closest  attention 
from  him,  he  being  in  active  service  in  the  state  militia.  He  is  desirous  of 
pushing  it  ahead  in  our  Order. 

Ad  jutant  Warner  and  Quartermaster  Bogue  have  given  great  and  valu- 
able assistance  to  the  Division  Commander  in  making  the  year  a  successful 
one,  both  financially  and  socially.  The  books  of  these  brothers  are  in  ex- 
cellent condition  ;  they  are  A  No.  1,  and  I  commend  them  for  their  neat- 
ness and  accuracy. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Division  Commander  has  performed  most  of  the  office  work  per- 
sonally, so  as  to  avoid  payment  of  salaries.  Such  sums  so  saved  are  used 
most  effectively  in  recruiting.  The  Division  is  on  the  gain  and  in  splendid 
hands. 

IOWA. 

Agreeable  to  instructions  from  your  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  herewith  my  report  of  the  inspection  of  Iowa  Division  Headquar- 
ters, made  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  on  12th  inst. : 

The  headquarters  of  the  Division  are  conveniently  located  in  the  busi- 
ness portion  of  the  city,  and  are  admirably  adapted  for  the  dispatch  of 
Division  business. 

I  find  that  two  Camps  in  this  Division  are  working  under  unforfeited 
charters  of  the  same  number  C34),  viz.  :  Mt.  Pleasant  and  Decorah.  Mt. 
Pleasant  was  mustered  on  July  22d,  1895,  and  chartered  as  No.  34.  Decorah 
was  mustered  11  days  previous  and  assigned  No.  34  and  chartered  accord- 
ingly. Subsequently  Mt.  Pleasant  was  ordered  to  report  as  No.  19,  but 
their  charter  still  reads  "No.  34." 

I  also  find  that  the  records  of  Camps  bearing  numbers  that  were  for- 
merly borne  by  (now)  disbanded  Camps  are  incorporated  under  the  same 
heading  as  the  records  of  the  old  Camp. 

I  find  that  the  cash  book  of  the  Division  was  not  balanced  at  the  close 
of  the  last  Division  Commander's  term,  nor  is  it  now  balanced  for  the  per- 
iod of  Commander  Sortor's  incumbency.  The  balance  he  claimed  to  be 
correct  was  accepted  by  the  present  Division  Commander  and  receipted  for 
by  him.  The  cash  book  fails  to  show  approval  by  Division  Council,  though 
statement  is  made  that  cash  book  was  audited  by  Division  Council  and 
approved ;  •  •■ " 
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The  11th  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Iowa  Division  authorized  the 
issue  of  bonds  to  pay  Division  indebtedness.  The  amount  of  such  issue  is 
unknown  to  the  present  Division  officers — the  record  of  such  issue,  stubs  of 
bonds  issued  and  blank  bonds  being  yet  in  the  possession  of  Commander 
Hanson's  predecessor. 

A  copy  of  my  report,  including  this  sheet,  has  been  filed  with  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Iowa  Division. 

Fraternally  yours,  R.  LOEBENSTEIN, 

Assistant  Inspector-General. 

MAINE. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Maine  Division  are  conducted  in  a  thoroughly 
business  way.  The  Division  Commander  has  proved  himself  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place. 

Colonel  Cooper  has  worked  hard  during  the  past  year,  and  with  the 
able  assistance  rendered  him  by  his  Adjutant,  George  H.  Bangs,  and 
Quartermaster,  Thomas  A.  Cooper,  the  Division  will  be  turned  over  to  his 
successor  in  an  excellent  condition.  The  books  of  the  Adjutant  and  Quar- 
termaster call  forth  much  commendation,  as  they  are  correct  in  every 
detail.    Services  thus  rendered  should  be  fully  appreciated. 

I  can  but  speak  of  the  members  of  our  Order  in  the  "  Pine  Tree  State  " 
as  a  band  of  loyal  brothers. 

MARYLAND. 

I  found  the  Division  records  in  excellent  shape  and  showing  evidences 
of  care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster,  and 
a  business-like  supervision  on  the  part  of  the  Division  Council. ' 

Not  the  least  enjoyable  feature  of  this  most  pleasant  and  profitable 
visitation  was  the  great  pleasure  we  experienced  in  again  meeting  that 
sturdy  and  honored  veteran,  General  William  E.  Ross,  who  so  sacrificingly 
gave  his  time  and  means  to  the  permanent  establishment  of  our  Order. 
Alive,  as  ever,  to  the  needs  of  our  organization,  the  Maryland  Division  can 
always  with  reliance  turn  to  him  for  counsel  and  assistance. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

As  Inspector  of  the  Division  of  Massachusetts,  I  desire  to  commend  the 
Division  Commander  as  to  his  system  of  transacting  the  business  of  his  of- 
fice. The  Quartermaster  and  the  Adjutant  are  also  entitled  to  great  credit 
for  the  manner  in  which  their  books  are  kept. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Division  are  pleasantly  located  in  one  of  the 
finest  blooks  in  the  City  of  Pittsfield,  and  are  equipped  with  all  the  necessary 
and  modern  office  utensils. 

This  Division  has  done  excellent  charity  work  throughout  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  is  now  supporting  a  dormitory  at  the  Soldiers'  Home, 
Chelsea,  Mass.,  which  contains  thirty-four  beds.  It  is  paying  all  the  ex- 
penses of  same.  This  year  the  expenses  amounted  to  $808.  It  has  also  con- 
tributed $25  to  the  Andersonville  Flag  Fund,  and  has  expended  over  $600 
during  the  past  year  for  the  relief  of  worthy  veterans  and  their  families. 

I  wish  to  thank  Colonel  Sisson  and  all  members  of  this  Division  for  the 
many  courtesies  extended  to  me,  and  trust  that  success  will  ever  follow  the 
Division  of  Massachusetts. 

MINNESOTA. 

The  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  are  veterans  in  the  service.  Having 
served  as  Adjutant  five  years,  and  as  Colonel  of  the  Minnesota  Division  one 
year,  they  are  thoroughly  competent  and  I  congratulate  the  Minnesota 
Division  on  having  such  good  officials. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Commander  Willey  is  an  earnest  and  hard  worker  for  our  Order.  His 
experience  as  Division  Commander  last  year  has  assisted  him  very  much  in 
transacting  his  duties  this  year. 

The  Adjutant  and  the  Quartermaster  I  wish  to  congratulate  for  the 
neat  and  accurate  manner  in  which  their  books  are  kept.    The  assistance 
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which  such  brothers  render  to  a  Division  Commander  is  appreciated,  arfd  I 
trust  that  the  members  of  the  New  Hampshire  Division  will  promote  such 
workers  to  higher  positions. 

NEW  YORK. 

I  desire  to  commend  the  Commander,  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  for 
the  prompt  and  excellent  manner  in  which  they  conduct  the  business  of  the 
Division.  I  found  everything  in  excellent  condition  and  was  treated  with 
every  courtesy. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  were  inspected  by  the 
Inspector-General  and  they  were  found  in  excellent  condition  and  well 
adapted  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Division. 

This  Division  has  accomplished  much  good  work  during  the  past  year. 
It  is  the  largest  Division  in  our  Order,  having  149  Camps  with  5,481  mem- 
bers in  good  standing. 

The  Division  Commander  has  visited  personally  every  Camp  in  the  Di- 
vision during  his  term  of  office  and  has  traveled  over  5,000  miles  to  accom- 
plish it.    Col.  Tawney  has  endeared  himself  to  the  rank  and  file. 

The  Soldiers'  Home,  in  West  Philadelphia,  is  assisted  in  its  support  by 
the  Sons  of  Veterans. 

This  Division  has  expended  for  the  relief  of  the  veteran  $453.95  in  the 
past  year. 

There  is  also  connected  with  the  Division  a  Death  Benefit  Association 
that  has  paid  to  its  members  over  $3,000.  This  is  a  feature  which  should  be 
considered  by  every  Division.  The  system  adopted  and  the  neatness  of  all 
books  of  the  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  show  Adjutant  Orr  and  Quar- 
termaster McNnlty  to  be  the  right  men  in  the  right  places.  Free  from  debt, 
having  $274.34  in  cash  and  $200  in  supplies.  It  pays  to  the  Adjutant  and 
Quartermaster  $800  per  year  for  their  services. 

CAMP  INSPECTIONS. 

Every  Division  Inspector  except  the  Gulf  submitted  reports  of  inspec- 
tions of  their  respective  Divisions. 

The  reports  from  the  Divisions  of  Oregon  and  Washington  arrived  too 
late  to  be  included  in  the  consolidated  report  and  tables. 

The  first  Division  to  mail  its  report  was  the  Division  of  California, 
which  was  mailed  December  16,  1896.  I  desire  at  this  time  to  compliment 
Division  Inspectors  Edwin  F.  Tuttle,  of  Massachusetts  ;  Milton  S.  Mead,  of 
Minnesota,  and  Charles  A.  Hammond,  of  Rhode  Island,  for  the  accuracy 
and  complete  reports  received  from  them. 

Every  Camp  in  the  Divisions  of  Colorado,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky, 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  Missouri,  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island  were 
inspected.  I  am  pleased  to  mention  where  but  20  per  cent,  of  the  Camps  in 
Indiana  were  inspected  in  1895.  every  Camp  in  1896  was  inspected. 

Out  of  1,250  Camps  reported  in  good  standing,  1,065  have  been  inspected. 
Many  of  the  Inspectors  throughout  the  Order  have  but  little  idea  as  to  what 
amount  of  work  is  required  to  submit  the  Inspector-General's  report  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  At  least  it  seems  so  to  me,  as  it  has  required  many 
letters  and  the  use  of  telegraph  lines  to  bring  this  report  before  you.  Many 
Inspectors,  even  after  all  Camps  have  been  inspected,  have  held  it  in  their 
hands  for  four  or  five  months.  This  is  but  carelessness  on  their  part  and 
should  be  stopped.  I  hope  every  Division-Inspector  next  year  will  see  that 
his  report  is  forwarded  to  my  successor  promptly  and  with  dispatch. 

This  report  throughout  in  almost  every  instance  shows  our  Order  to  be 
gaining  in  strength,  financially  and  quality.  Let  us  see  that  it  continues  to 
grow  in  this  way,  and  our  watchword  in  the  future  be  quality  and  earnest 
workers  for  our  cause  of  Friendship,  Charity  and  Loyalty. 

No.  1.  There  are  but  479  Camp  Captains  that  are  deserving  of  the  mark 
excellent,  223  good,  180  fair  and  161  are  marked  poor.  Massachusetts  re- 
ports 61  per  cent,  excellent,  and  in  the  Division  of  West  Virginia  none  are 
marked  excellent,  while  33  per  cent,  are  marked  poor  in  the  Division  of 
California. 

No.  2.  The  Captain's  part  of  the  degree  work  is  much  neglected,  as  but 
237  have  committed  the  work  to  memory  and  are  marked  excellent,  216 
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good,  254  fair,  and  349  are  marked  poor.  Connecticut  is  marked  43  per 
cent,  excellent,  while  Colorado,  South  Dakota  and  West  Virginia  had  no 
mark  of  excellent.    Maryland  is  marked  56  per  cent.  poor. 

No.  3.  But  316  First  Lieutenants  have  committed  the  ritualistic  work  to 
memory  and  are  marked  excellent,  197  are  marked  good,  272  fair  and  260 
poor.  Massachusetts  leads  in  excellence,  receiving  45  per  cent.,  while  West 
Virginia  receives  but  5  per  cent,  excellent.  Maryland  is  marked  44  per 
cent.  poor. 

No.  4.  279  Second  Lieutenants  have  committed  their  work  to  memory, 
220  good,  257  fair  and  289  poor.  Connecticut  and  Kentucky  receives  the 
highest  mark  in  excellence,  37  per  cent.  The  poorest  showing  comes  from 
Maryland,  with  56  per  cent.  poor. 

No.  5.  277  Chaplains  have  committed  their  work  to  memory  and  are 
marked  excellent,  while  204  are  good,  278  fair  and  292  poor.  Massachusetts 
leads  in  excellence  with  53  per  cent. ,  while  South  Dakota  receives  only  4 
per  cent,  excellent.    Maryland  is  marked  48  per  cent.  poor. 

No.  6.  333  Sergeants  of  Guard  have  memorized  their  work  and  are 
marked  excellent,  249  good,  219  fair  and  237  poor.  Kentucky  receives  the 
highest  mark  in  excellence,  receiving  50  per  cent.,  while  Rhode  Island  re- 
port none  as  excellent.    Maryland  is  marked  48  per  cent.  poor. 

No.  7.  Out  of  3,300  officers  but  473  are  reported  as  being  regular  in  at- 
tendance and  are  marked  excellent,  while  283  are  marked  good,  208  fair  and 
77  poor.  The  officers  in  the  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  Divisions  are  the 
best  attendants,  as  60  per  cent,  of  them  are  marked  excellent,  while  West 
Virginia  is  marked  but  5  per  cent,  excellent.  Nebraska  are  the  poorest  in 
attendance  and  are  marked  25  per  cent.  poo7\ 

No.  8.  444  Camps  show  gain  in  membership  since  last  inspection.  Cali- 
fornia leads  with  77  per  cent,  excellent.  Maryland  shows  up  the  poorest  on 
this  question. 

No.  9.  812  Camp  records  are  correctly  and  well  kept  and  are  marked  ex- 
cellent, 148  are  fair,  60  good  and  33  are  poor.  Pennsylvania  received  89  per 
cent,  excellent.  Rhode  Island  records  are  the  poorest  kept,  as  14  per  cent, 
are  marked  poor. 

No.  10.  838  Quartermaster-Sergeants1  bonds  are  filed.  This  shows  that 
many  Captains  and  members  of  the  Camp  Council  are  not  attending  to 
their  duties,  and  Inspectors  should  at  once  report  such  Captains  to  their  Di- 
vision Commanders.  In  Nebraska  and  Pennsylvania  90  per  cent,  are 
marked  excellent,  while  in  Kentucky  but  25  per  cent,  are  marked  excellent. 
The  poorest  showing  is  in  New  Jersey,  as  17  per  cent,  are  given  the  marking 
of  poor.  '  . 

No.  11.  539  Camps1  officers  are  reported  as  uniformed,  while  526  are  uni- 
formed to  some  extent.  This  is  certainly  a  poor  showing.  Every  Camp 
officer  in  the  Rhode  Island  Division  is  reported  as  uniformed  and  she  is  the 
only  Division  marked  100  per  cent,  excellent.  In  Alabama  and  Tennessee 
Divisions  64  per  cent,  of  the  officers  are  poorly  uniformed,  and  by  the  re- 
ports Iowa  and  West  Virginia  should  give  some  attention  to  their  uniforms. 

No.  12.  488  officers  in  Camps  are  reported  as  wearing  rank  straps  and 
side  arms  in  accordance  with  R.  and  R.  and  received  the  mark  excellent,  180 
good,  155  fair  and  15  poor.  Massachusetts  received  86  per  cent,  excellent 
and  Alabama  and  Tennessee  prove  the  poorest  in  this  respect. 

No.  13.  803  Camp  rooms  are  properly  equipped  and  are  marked  excellent, 
149  good,  66  fair  and  58  poor.  '  Massachusetts  leads  in  per  cent,  of  excellent, 
receiving  94  per  cent.,  showing  129  Camp  rooms  out  of  137  properly  equipped. 
The  Division  of  South  Dakota  is  the  poorest  equipped  and  is  marked  41  per 
cent.  poor. 

No.  14.  1,014  staff  officers  are  reported  provided  with  proper  chevrons. 
In  Rhode  Island  every  staff  officer  is  properly  equipped  with  chevrons  and 
is  marked  100  per  cent.,  excellent,  while  in  Iowa  81  per  cent,  are  marked 
poor. 

No.  15.  According  to  reports  929  out  of  1,065  Camps  reporting  are  uni- 
formed. Every  member  of  the  Division  of  California  is  reported  as  uni- 
formed and  the  Division  is  marked  100  per  cent.,  excellent.  67  per  cent,  of 
"the  members  of  the  Iowa  Division  are  reported  as  poorly  uniformed. 

No.  16.  978  Camps  present  a  badge  to  the  recruit  when  mustered.  Every 
Camp  in  California,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  present  a  badge  when 
mustered. 
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No.  17.  General  Orders  are  read  and  filed  in  96  per  cent,  of  the  Camps 
of  our  Order.  Alabama  and  Tennessee  and  California  are  marked  100  in 
excellent  on  their  question,  while,  according  to  report,  South  Dakota  is 
disregarding  R.  and  R.,  as  62  per  cent,  is  marked  poor. 

No.  18.  1,050  Camps  are  reported  as  observing  Memorial  Day.  Every 
Camp  in  Massachusetts  observed  the  day  and  receive  the  highest  mark  in 
excellent,  100  per  cent.  The  least  attention  was  paid  to  the  great  day  of  all 
days  in  the  Division  of  South  Dakota. 

No.  19.  1,062  Camps  forwarded  their  reports  and  dues  promptly  to 
Division  Headquarters.  California,  Illinois,  Massachusetts,  Missouri,  New 
Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island  receive  100  per  cent.,  excellent. 

No.  20.  1,055  Camps  report  as  forwarding  their  Chaplains'  and  Sur- 
geons' reports  promptly.  California,  Illinois,  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Pennsylvania  and  Rhode  Island — 100  per  cent,  is  given  them  in  excel- 
lent—and South  Dakota  was  the  poorest  in  attending  to  this  duty. 

No.  21.  The  number  of  members  in  good  standing,  as  reported  to  this 
office,  was  31,953,  an  average  of  25  members  to  each  Camp.  The  Division  of 
Pennsylvania  is  the  largest,  having  5,448,  while  Colorado  has  but  209. 

No.  22.  There  have  been  dropped  during  the  year  3,891  members.  Penn- 
sylvania, has  suffered  the  most,  having  lost  698,  while  Massachusetts  has  lost 
391  and  Indiana  345. 

JNo.  23.  1,514  special  meetings  have  been  held  since  last  inspection. 

No.  24.  Property  valued  at  $220,788.25  is  owned  by  Camps,  an  average 
of  $207.00  to  each  Camp.  Pennsylvania  Camps  own  $47,356.58;  Massa- 
chusetts Camps  own  $31,833,  and  New  York  Camps  own  $24,847.95  of  prop- 
erty. 

No.  25.  Overall  indebtedness  funds  to  the  amount  of  $58,175.42  are  on 
hand  in  the  several  Camps.  Pennsylvania  Camps  have,  the  most  ready 
money,  $24,672.31,  while  Colorado  have  but  $67.20  on  hand,  i 

No.  26.  The  average  amount  of  annual  dues  is  $1.97. 

No.' 27.  The  average  amount  charged  for  muster  is  $1.60. 

No.  28.  723  members  have  been  relieved  in  the  several  Divisions  to  the 
amount  of  $9,270.88.  Pennsylvania  used  for  the  good  cause  $5,244.39,  re- 
lieving 237  members,    Nebraska  used  but  $5.00  for  this  object. 

No.  29.  $1,788.28  have  been  expended  for  the  relief  of  Veterans  and  their 
families  during  the  past  year.    Massachusetts  spent  $560.72  for  this  purpose. 

No.  30.  There  are  671  Camps  equipped.  Out  of  this  number  30  a,re 
equipped  as  cavalry,  18  are  equipped  as  artillery,  623  are  equipped  as  in- 
fantry. 

No.  31.  10,092  members  are  equipped  with  arms  and  accoutrements. 

No.  32,  But  355  Camps  engage  regularly  in  drill,  while  710  do  not. 
There  is  a  great  opening  for  improvement.  However,  I  am  pleased  to  note 
that  this  is  an  improvement  over  last  year. 

No.  33.  551  Camps  have  assisted  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
Women's  Relief  Corps  during  the  past  year.  490  report  they  have  not.  Do 
not  forget,  brothers,  that  this  is  a  part  of  what  we  are  organized  for.  Offer 
your  services  at  all  times.    Do  not  wait  to  be  asked  by  them. 

No.  34.  328  Camps  have  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  connected  with  their 
Camps,  while  734  report  they  have  none.  This  is  an  improvement  over  last 
report— a  gain  of  50 — and  shows  that  our  eyes  are  being  opened,  and  that 
we  will  in  time  have  a  L.  A.  S.  connected  with  every  Camp. 

No.  35.  679  Camps  report  that  the  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  attend  our 
meetings  and  encourage  us  in  our  work,  and  382  Camps  report  that  the 
members  of  G.  A.  R.  do  not  attend  meeting  or  encourage  us  in  our  work. 

No.  36.  703  Camps  hold  social  gatherings,  and  352  do  not  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  do  so. 

No.  37.  The  total  cost  of  Camp  inspections  was  $1,378.92.  The  general 
average  of  the  Divisions  range  from  37  cents  in  Michigan  to  85  cents  in  New 
Hampshire,  an  average  of  $1.29  to  each  Camp.  In  the  Division  of  New 
York  it  cost  for  inspection  $168.41,  while  in  Alabama  and  Tennessee  it  cost 
but  2  cents  to  inspect  eleven  Camps.  Of  the  1,065  Camps  reporting  675  are 
reported  as  first-class,  305  are  reported  as  second  class,  and  85  are  reported 
as  third-class. 

I  attach  the  remarks  of  several  Division-Inspectors,  giving  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Older  in  their  sections,  and  which,  I  think,  will  be  appreciated 
by  all. 
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DIVISION  OP  COLORADO. 

L.  S.  Day,  Division-Inspector. 

Remarks  : — This  report  has  been  long  delayed,  hoping  to  get  some  of 
the  suspended  Camps  reinstated.  Our  new  Camp,  know,n  as  "  A  Business 
Man's"  Camp,  was  mustered  in  in  Denver  last  month,  which  will  undoubt- 
edly be  a  hustling,  live  Camp.  The  Leadville  strike  seriously  interfered 
with  inspection.  A  number  of  our  brothers,  and  officers,  too,  were  taken  to 
the  "  Cloud  City  "  with  the  Colorado  National  Guard,  and  kept  there  three 
or  four  months. 

Our  Division  Colonel  is  a  prominent  attorney  and  doing  good  work  for 
the  Division. 

Other  Division  officers  are  hustlers  and  take  a  personal  interest  in  the 
Division's  welfare,  but  'tis  a  hard  fight  for  existence  out  here.  Politics 
have  killed  several  good  Camps,  but  this  has  taught  the  Division  a  valuable 
lesson. 

DIVISION  OF  KANSAS. 
"William  K.  Ward,  Division-Inspector. 

Remarks  : — The  Division  of  Kansas,  possibly  like  others  in  the  West, 
has  suffered  greatly  from  the  disastrous  financial  depression  existing 
throughout  the  nation.  Also  from  the  effects  of  the  recent  vigorous  state 
and  national  campaign.  But,  although  some  of  our  best  Camps  have  suc- 
cumbed, and  our  total  membership  has  greatly  decreased,  I  find  the  sur- 
vivors struggling  bravely  and  earnestly,  full  of  enthusiasm  and  loyalty  to 
the  grand  principles  of  our  Order.  Considering  the  existing  circumstances, 
I  believe  the  showing  made  by  the  Sunflower  State  this  year  is  much 
above  the  average,  and  we  can  note  with  pardonable  pride  the  general  high 
rating  of  the  officers  of  all  rank  of  this  Division. 

The  principles  of  our  our  noble  Order  are  still  very  much  alive  in  Kan- 
sas, and  with  the  return  of  the  promised  prosperity  the  membership  of  this 
Division  will  bound  upward  at  once. 

DIVISION  OP  KENTUCKY. 

George  S.  Weimbr,  Division-Inspector. 

Remarks  : — All  Camps  in  this  Division  are  comparatively  new,  except 
No.  9,  which  is  in  first-class  order. 

Camp  No.  1  is  the  largest  in  the  state  and  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  Order,  gaining  members  rapidly,  and  most  excellent  members,  who 
certainly  have  the  good  of  the  Order  at  heart.  Camps  No.  4  and  No.  5  are 
in  first-class  condition  and  gaining  steadily. 

Camps  Nos.  6,  10,  11  are  colored  Camps  and  are  thriving  as  best  they 
can  under  the  circumstances.  Camp  No.  10  certainly  deserves  much  credit. 
Their  order  of  business,  the  efficiency  of  the  officers  is  surprising.  It  is  the 
only  Camp  that  has  retired  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  Veterans,  and  the 
members  are  fairly  educated  and  very  enthusiastic. 

The  Kentucky  Division  is  now  in  infancy,  only  a  few  years  here,  and  we 
will  be  second  to  none.  The  membership  is  steadily  increasing  and  there 
are  no  truer-hearted,  no  nobler  set  of  young  men,  'neath  the  grand  old  stars 
and  stripes. 

DIVISION  OP  MAINE. 

Wesley  L.  Gribbin,  Division-Inspector. 

Remarks  : — The  Camps  of  the  Maine  Division,  as  a  whole,  I  am  sure 
will  rank  equally  as  high  as  the  best  Camp  of  the  Order.  During  the  past 
year  the  Division  rank  on  inspection  has  been  lowered  about  two  per  cent, 
from  that  of  the  previous  year,  so  that  we  are  now  on  what  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  rock  bottom  foundation  ;  and  that  instead  of  decreasing  in  the  coming 
year,  we  are  in  a  position  to  at  least  maintain  our  present  standing.  But  our 
efforts  will  be  turned  in  the  direction  of  increasing  our  efficiency.  At  the 
time  of  the  Camps'  inspection  they  are  usually  in  their  weakest  condition, 
as  so  many  of  them  are  country  Camps,  and  th«y  can  do  better  work  in  the 
Winter  and  Spring,  which,  of  course,  if  inspected  then,  our  Division  rank 
would  be  much  higher.    The  interest  throughout  the  Division  is  good,  and. 
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with  the  return  of  commercial  prosperity,  our  several  Camps  will  take  new 
courage,  and  during  the  coming  year  will  strive  to  attain  the  mark  which 
they  are  capable  of  attaining. 

DIVISION  OF  IOWA. 

Edwin  F.  Tuttle,  Division-Inspector. 

Remarks  : — Division,  as  a  whole,  in  excellent  condition.  All  of  the  137 
Camps  inspected,  but  as  reports  were  lost  by  fire  it  was  impossible  to  obtain 
duplicate  reports  for  Camps  Nos.  4,  118  and  132. 

Ritual  stimulates  interest  in  many  Camps,  but  is  a  hindrance  to  some 
of  the  smaller  ones. 

Ritualistic  work  well  performed  in  majority  of  Camps,  but  in  some 
cases  non-committed  and  poorly  executed.  Slight  loss  in  membership,  but 
no  backward  step  in  any  other  way.  Efficient  officers  and  appearance  of 
entire  Division  first-class. 

DIVISION  OF  MICHIGAN. 
George  W.  Davis,  Division-Inspector. 
Remarks  :— In  justice  to  the  Division  of  Michigan  it  must  be  said  that 
while  my  reports  show  22  Camps  not  inspected,  our  last  quarterly  report 
shows  only  33  Camps  in  good  standing;  thus  14  of  these  22  Camps  were 
dead  at  the  time  of  inspection.  Our  low  general  average  is  due  to  this  fact. 
The  excellent  work  of  Camp  H.  0.  Herrick,  No.  55,  Battle  Creek,  deserves 
special  mention. 

DIVISION  OF  MINNESOTA. 
M.  S.  Mead,  Division-Inspector. 

Remarks  :— The  Minnesota  Division  is  in  a  critical  condition.  On  July 
1st,  1897,  there  were  but  39  Camps  in  good  standing.  Very  few  of  these  are 
strong,  either  numerically  or  financially.  Heroic  measures  must  be  insti- 
tuted or  it  will  be  only  a  matter  of  a  short  time  before  the  Division  will  be 
compelled  to  surrender  its  charter. 

The  causes  leading  up  to  this  state  of  affairs  are  numerous.  The  storm 
of  business  depression  and  prevailing  distress  that  has  overshadowed  the 
country  for  the  past  few  years,  the  lack  of  sufficient  funds  in  the  Division 
treasury  to  properly  carry  on  the  work,  and  the  lack  of  enthusiasm  in  the 
Order  are  some  of  the  "  numerous  causes." 

DIVISION  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

Howard  B.  Green,  Division-Inspector. 

Remarks  :— -This  inspection  has  demonstrated  beyond  doubt  the  follow- 
ing facts : 

First.  That  the  Death  Benefit  Association  has  been  a  great  help  to  many 
weak  Camps. 

Second.  That  when  a  Camp  has  efficient  First  and  Quartermaster-Ser- 
geants the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  Camp  is  almost  assured. 

Third.  The  three-degree  ritual  is  a  little  too  difficult  for  our  younger 
and  weaker  Camps  to  handle.  The  amount  to  be  committed  to  memory  is 
beyond  the  average  S.  of  V. 

DIVISION  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 
Charles  A.  Hammond,  Inspector. 

Remarks  : — The  Division  as  a  whole  is  in  good  condition,  but,  as  in 
many  cases,  there  is  room  for  improvement. 

I  regret  to  say  there  is  a  loss  from  last  year's  average,  but  which  I  think 
is  due  more  to  the  fact  that  Camps  received  a  higher  marking  in  some 
things  than  was  really  deserved,  and  as  the  inspections  this  year  have  been 
rather  close  it  shows  more  correctly  the  actual  standing.  The  three-degree 
ritual  does  not  meet  with  favor,  as  a  general  rule,  although  it  is  studied 
some. 

DIVISION  OF  SOUTH  DAKOTA. 
F.  A.  Burdick,  Division-Inspector. 
Remarks  :— I  regret  that  it  is  not  possible  to  have  complete  Inspector's 
report  in  this  Division,  but  the  business  circumstances  of  political  excite- 
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ment,  early  closing  in  of  the  winter,  snow  blockades,  delay  of  U.  S.  mail 
service,  sparse  population  and  impossibility  of  reaching  some  Camps,  com- 
bined with  the  financial  needs  of  this  frontier  settlement,  have  made  the 
matter  of  inspections  so  difficult  Ave  have  submitted  our  report  as  best  we 
could. 

DIVISION  OF  VERMONT. 

W.  O.  Baldwin,  Division-Inspector. 

Remarks  : — This  Division  is  in  about  the  same  condition  it  has  been  for 
several  years. 

The  officers  are  painstaking,  alert  and  faithful  to  their  duties,  and  their 
administration,  I  believe,  will  compare  favorably  from  the  standpoint  of 
efficiency  with  any  previous  one,  though  results  may  not  be  so  good  owing 
to  changed  conditions.  It  is  evident  to  me  that  general  interest  in  Camp 
matters  is  waning.  However,  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  spirit 
of  patriotism  among  our  sons  is  as  deep  rooted  as  ever,  and  only  needs  to 
be  quickened.  How  this  result  is  to  be  accomplished  is  a  matter  for 
thoughtful  consideration. 

DIVISION  OP  WISCONSIN. 
Chas.  C.  Townsbnd,  Division-Inspector. 

Remarks  :— In  almost  all  the  Camps  in  Wisconsin  the  chief  stumbling 
block  is  the  matter  of  finances.  Failure  to  collect  dues  invariably  results  in 
the  lose  of  members,  whose  dues  are  allowed  to  accumulate  until  they  allow 
themselves  to  become  suspended  rather  than  pay  up.  Strict  regulations 
must  be  made  to  govern  this  fault  if  the  Camps  expect  to  prosper. 

Discipline  also  seems  to  be  slack  in  many  Camps,  resulting  in  lack  of  in- 
terest. 

The  ritual  work  I  find  to  be  fairly  well  committed,  but  not  as  well  as  it 
ought  to  be.  Strict  rules  should  be  laid  down  governing  this  matter,  as  in 
other  societies. 

In  submitting  my  report  I  wish  to  call  your  attention,  brothers,  to  the 
military  part  of  our  Order.  This  certainly  should  receive  very  much  more 
attention  from  us.  We  have  improved  during  the  past  year,  but  we  should 
do  still  better.  Let  us  have  more  drill  meetings  from  squads.  If  you  can- 
not get  a  company  join  your  state  militia,  and  be  prepared  in  case  we 
should  ever  be  called  upon  to  defend  "Old  Glory." 

I  am  proud  to  mention  in  "Little  Rhody"  we  have  a  Camp,  Company  A. 
of  the  R.  I.  S.  of  V.  Guards,  of  Woonsocket,  who  are  thoroughly  equipped 
and  would  be  welcomed  in  the  state  militia  would  they  accept  a  place. 
Escort  has  been  accepted  by  several  Governors  from  them,  and  during  the 
past  year  in  New  York  City,  at  the  Grant  parade,  this  company,  48  men 
and  3  officers,  accompanied  by  the  Division  officers,  tendered  escort  to 
Commander-in-Chief  Rake  and  staff  and  received  much  praise  for  their 
soldiery  appearance.  I  regret  that  more  of  the  members  of  the  Order  were 
not  permitted  to  be  present  on  this  occasion,  for  if  ever  there  was  a  place 
for  us  to  be  present  it  was  there.  But  900  of  our  members  took  part  in  the 
day's  ceremonies. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  thanking  the  Division-Inspectors  for 
the  assistance  which  they  have  rendered  me.  I  especially  convey  my  thanks 
for  their  cheerful  response  to  all  calls  made  upon  them  and  their  faithful 
performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them. 

In  conclusion  I  desire,  Commander-in-Chief  Rake,  to  thank  you  for  the 
unexpected  honor  of  appointment  to  the  position  of  Inspector-General  on 
your  staff.  I  have  tried  to  discharge  the  duties  assigned  to  me  faithfully. 
The  assistance  which  has  been  so  cheerfully  given  when  asked  for  by  Adju- 
tant-General Hammer  and  Quartermaster-General  Loebenstein  has  light- 
ened my  labors  and  made  my  official  year  one  to  be  remembered. 

Again  thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  one  year  ago  in 
making  me  one  of  your  official  family, 

I  am  respectfully  yours,  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

ARTHUR  B.  SPINK, 
Inspector-General. 
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REPORT  OF  JUDGE  ADVOCATE-GENERAL. 

Headquarters  Commandery-in- Chief, 
Sons  op  Veterans.  U.  S.  A., 
Department  op  Judge  Advocate-General, 
Wichita,  Kan.,  August  7,  1897. 
JH.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant-General,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  Reading,  Pa.: 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — Since  receiving  the  appointment  as  Judge 
Advocate-General  I  have  given  eight  official  opinions  and  have  written 
numerous  letters  of  advice  to  members  of  the  Order.    There  have  been 
three  courts-martial,  and  in  each  case  the  findings  and  sentence  were  ap- 
proved.   The  remaining  five  opinions  were  on  questions  of  general  interest 
to  the  Order.    Copies  of  all  opinions  are  hereto  attached  and  made  a  part 
•of  this  report. 

Thanking  you,  Commander-in-Chief,  for  the  honor  conferred  and  for  the 
-courteous  treatment  extended  by  yourself  and  the  members  of  your  staff,  I 
remain,    Fraternally  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L.,  JOHN  REDMOND, 

Judge  Advocate- General. 


OPINION  I.  Burlington,  Kan.,  November  21,  1896. 

The  following  question  has  been  submitted  by  the  Commander  of  the 
New  York  Division  and  referred  to  me  for  my  opinion  : 

"Can  a  member  who  has  been  dropped  by  a  Camp  which  afterwards 
ceased  to  exist  be  elected  a  member  of  the  Order  and  mustered  into  an- 
other Camp  without  a  dispensation  ?  " 

A  dropped  member  of  a  Camp  which  has  ceased  to  exist  cannot  be  mus- 
tered into  another  Camp  until  he  has  paid  $2.00  to  the  Commander-in- 
•Chief,  or  to  the  Division  Commander,  and  a  dispensation  has  been  granted. 
Section  4,  of  Article  9,  on  page  62,  of  the  C,  R.  and  R.,  is  very  plain  on  this 
point.  JOHN  REDMOND, 

Judge  Advocate-General. 

OPINION  II.  Burlington,  Kan,  February  11,  1897. 

Court-martial  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Brother  George  Crute,  of  J.  C. 
Fremont  Camp,  No.  177,  Division  of  Ohio,  are  respectfully  returned. 
The  following  irregularities  appear  : 

1.  Improper  charge,  being  "misappropriating  funds,"  and  should  be 
*'  conduct  unbecoming  a  member  in  his  relation  to  the  Order." 

2.  The  accused  was  not  present,  but  was  arraigned  and  pleaded  not 
guilty. 

3.  The  statement  of  Al.  Siler,  who  is  not  shown  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Order,  is  not  sworn  to. 

However,  as  the  service  was  good  and  the  evidence  clear,  I  would  rec- 
ommend that  the  finding  and  sentence  be  approved. 

Fraternally  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L.,        JOHN  REDMOND, 

Judge  Advocate-General. 


OPINION  III.  Burlington,  Kan,  March  11,  1897. 

Court-martial  proceedings  in  the  case  of  John  J.  McCue,  of  Col.  Ells- 
worth Camp,  No.  87,  Division  of  Illinois,  are  respectfully  returned,  with  the 
recommendation  that  the  action  of  the  Division  Commander  be  sustained. 

Fraternally  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L.,        JOHN  REDMOND, 

Judge  Advocate-General. 


OPINION  IV.  Burlington.  Kan.,  Aprils,  1897. 

Court-martial  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Brother  A.  L.  Erdman,  of  Camp 
No.  13,  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  are  respectfully  returned  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  the  finding  and  sentence  be  approved. 

Fraternally  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

JOHN  REDMOND, 
Judge  Advocate-General. 


OPINION  V.  Burlington,  Kan.,  May  25,  1897. 

In  this  case  the  Division  Commander  had  a  question  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Division  Council  for  its  decision.    One  member  of  the  Council  was 
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away  on  leave  of  absence.  The  Commander,  therefore,  did  not  submit  the 
question  to  him,  taking  the  ground  that  the  brother  cannot  perform  his 
duties  while  taking  advantage  of  the  leave  of  absence. 

The  question  is,  has  the  brother  a  right  to  vote  on  a  question  submitted, 
and  at  the  same  time  enjoy  the  privileges  of  a  leave  of  absence  ? 

This  is  a  new  point  and  has,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  no  precedent  in  our 
Order  or  in  the  G.  A.  R.  It  is  my  opinion,  however,  that  a  member  of  the 
Division  Council  is  not  entitled  to  participate  in  the  business  of  his  Division 
while  off  duty  on  leave  of  absence.      Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  REDMOND, 
Judge  Advocate-General. 


OPINION  VI.  Wichita,  Kan.,  July  30,  1897. 

In  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  Past  Captain  John  Vogt  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Commander  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  and  the  Seventeenth 
Annual  Encampment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division,  which  you  have  sub- 
mitted for  my  opinion,  I  would  say  : 

The  appeal  is  not  well  taken.  When  a  new  charter  was  granted  the 
Pennsylvania  Division  in  1888  all  the  agreements  made  prior  to  that  time, 
not  mentioned  in  the  O,  R.  and  R.  or  Division  By-Laws,  were  done  away 
with  and  are  of  no  force  and  effect.  The  fact  that  the  last  four  Division 
Commanders  elected  have  been  from  the  Eastern  Division  indicates  that 
the  Division  considered  null  the  agreement  that  the  Division-Commander 
should  be  elected  from  the  Eastern  and  Western  Divisions  alternately. 

In  case  it  should  be  found  that  Brother  Scott  was  not  legally  elected, 
Brother  Poerstel,  not  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  would 
still  have  no  claim  to  the  office  and  a  new  election  would  be  necessary. 

Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  REDMOND, 
Judge  Advocate-General. 


OPINION  VII.  Wichita,  Kan.,  August  2,  1897. 

Proceedings  in  the  court-martial  of  Brother  George  E.  Marsh,  of  Camp 
No.  211,  Division  of  Iowa,  are  herewith  returned  with  the  recommendation 
that  the  finding  and  sentence  be  approved.       Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  REDMOND, 
Judge  Advocate-General. 


OPINION  VIII.  Wichita,  Kan.,  August  2,  1897. 

You  ask  my  opinion  on  the  following  question  : 

When  does  a  recruit  become  a  member  of  the  Order  and  when  shall  the 
Camp  commence  charging  dues  ? 

A  recruit  becomes  a  member  of  the  Order  when  he  has  received  the 
three  degrees  as  provided  in  the  ritual.  Dues  cannot  be  charged  or  col- 
lected umtil  the  three  degrees  have  been  given. 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

JOHN  REDMOND, 
Judge  Advocate-GeneraL 

REPORT  OF  SURGEON-GENERAL. 

Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief, 
c«ons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Department  of  Surgeon-General, 

Holland,  Mich. 

H.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant-General,  Heading,  Pa.: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— It  has  been  said  that  "  there  is  nothing  so- 
dry  as  saw-dust,  statistics  or  political  speech."  I  do  not  propose  to  give 
you  much  of  the  former,  and  none  of  the  latter.  What's  the  use  of  all  this- 
trouble  of  compiling  this  record  ?  is  a  question  I  have  asked  myself,  and 
ask  you  now  to  answer  for  me,  unless  you  use  it  along  the  line  I  shall  sug- 
gest later. 

The  Order  has  to  soon  look  for  some  more  live  and  up-to-date  reasons  for 
an  existence,  for  working  in  the  graveyard  will  be  our  principal  employment 
soon,  and  while  commendable,  it  will  not  be  attractive  to  our  boys.  Yorx 
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ask  what  to  do  ?  I  should  say,  first,  push  the  military  feature  of  our  Order, 
and  striet  discipline  in  Gamp  drill  of  all  members,  so  we  can  be  of  some  use 
in  case  of  our  country's  needing  us ;  in  fact,  if  possible,  secure  some  recog- 
nition from  Congress  in  securing  equipments.  Secondly,  I  should  say,  or- 
ganize an  Insurance  of  Death  Benefit  for  the  Order.  As  to  the  how,  when 
and  where  of  this  matter,  it  can  all  be  determined  later  when  you  have 
said  that  you  want  it.  Remember,  brethren,  our  Order,  we  must  do  some- 
thing or  die  of  inanimation. 

I  could  repeat  all  that  my  predecessor,  General  Daniel  S.  Gardner,  M. 
D.,  has  said  respecting  the  Benefit  Department  and  its  value  to  the  Order, 
and  also  the  unnecessary  amount  of  labor  entailed  upon  us  to  secure  our 
reports,  all  because  of  the  neglecting  to  do  their  duty,  and  no  amount  of 
threatening  does  any  good,  for  it  is  too  well  known  the  laws  probably  will 
not  be  enforced. 

Below  you  will  find  a  compiled  record  of  all  the  Divisions. 


Number  of  members  mustered   61,231 

Number  of  members  in  good  standing   29,352 

Number  of  members  mustered  since  last  report   5,078 

Number  in  State  Militia   1,041 

Number  in  TJ.  S.  Army   51 

Number  in  U.  S.  Navy.     39 

Number  of  G.  A.  R.  members  •   1,001 

Total  number  of  drilled  men   10,562 

Number  of  members  able  to  bear  amis*   27,653 

Number  of  members  over  45  years  of  age   1,011 

Age  of  oldest  member  (Mass.),  years.   82 

Average  age  of  all  members,  years   23 

Number  of  widowers     432 

Number  of  married  members.   12,299 

Number  of  unmarried  members   14,489 

Number  of  deaths  within  one  year   149 

Number  of  cases  of  sickness  during  the  year   1,376 

Number  of  injuries  during  year     329 

Total  number  weeks  disability  (sickness)   5,159 

Total  number  weeks  disability  (injury)   1,034 

Number  of  Camps  paying  funeral  benefits,  average  benefit,  $41. 30,  179 
Number  of  Camps  paying  sick  benefits,  average  weekly  benefit, 

$3.35   179 

Number  of  Camps  engaged  in  regular  drill   332 

Number  of  members  foreign  born   180 

Number  of  clergymen    124 

Number  of  physicians  '.   219 

]S  umber  of  dentists   87 

Number  of  attorneys   443 

Number  of  teachers   571 

Number  of  students   847 

Number  of  artists  and  draughtsmen   189 

Number  of  musicians   589 

Number  of  merchants   1,796 

Number  of  salesmen   2,400 

Number  of  clerks  and  bookkeepers   2,857 

Number  of  electricians   447 

Number  of  telegraph  operators   424 

Num  ber  of  mechanics   3,846 

Number  of  engineers   402 

Number  of  railroad  conductors   144 

Number  of  printers   695 

Number  of  sailors   78 

Number  of  farmers   5,813 

Number  of  miners   334 

Number  of  skilled  laborers   2,279 

Number  of  laborers   5,393 

Miscellaneous   1,737 

Number  of  Camps  in  Divisions   1,146 

Number  of  Camps  reporting  :   1,111 

Number  of  Divisions .. .   29 

Number  of  Divisions  reporting   29 
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The  totals  of  Nos.  12,  13  and  14  should  agree  with  No.  1,  but  in  this  they 
are  2,137  less,  and  I  infer,  they  being  neither  widowers,  married  or  single, 
that  they  seriously  contemplate  matrimony,  and  would  suggest  a  revision 
of  the  forms  to  give  them  a  place. 

Michigan  Division  has  secured  the  use  of  the  cast-off  uniforms  of  the  state 
militia,  and  is  looking  very  neat,  all  through  our  hustling  Col.  H.  E.  Cowdin. 

The  sick  and  death  benefits  are  now  participated  in  by  a  limited  num- 
ber of  Divisions,  through  the  Death  Benefit  Association,  of  Philadelphia, 
but  its  usefulness  could  be  enlarged  by  a  national  association. 

We  notice  from  this  report  that  Ohio  has  one  member  in  the  Cuban 
army.  Massachusetts  still  holds  the  oldest  member,  82.  Who  is  he  ?  Ver- 
mont, according  to  report  received,  has  been  paying  death  benefits  on  the 
installment  plan,  $3.00  per  week.    I  wonder  if  that's  the  way  they  die  there  ? 

Department  of  the  Gulf  is  reported  by  Col.  G.  H.  Tinker.  Their  mem- 
bership is  composed  of  seven  colored  to  one  white,  and  inability  to  get  re- 
ports from  them  was  the  cause  of  not  making  a  better  report  from  that  Di- 
vision. We  assure  Brother  Tinker  that  we  think  he  has  done  well.  The 
average  age  is  below  that  of  1896.  I  cannot  account  for  it.  1896  it  was  27£ 
years  and  now  22  9-10  years. 

Nebraska,  Iowa  and  Michigan,  and  I  think  Wisconsin,  have  adopted  a 
form  similar  to  the  Philadelphia  Association,  known  as  the  "Nebraska 
Plan."  Michigan  is  voting  by  Camps  to  determine  whether  we  shall  or- 
ganize or  not,  with  favorable  returns  thus  far. 

I  am  not  going  to  give  particular  mention  of  Surgeons  or  Divisions,  for 
they  all  have  done  their  best,  and  some  under  adverse  circumstances,  and 
are  deserving  of  praise.       Respectfully  submitted  in  P.,  C.  and  L., 

J.  A.  MABBS, 
Surgeon-General. 

REPORT  OF  OHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF. 

Hbadquartkrs  Commandery-in-Chief, 

Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Department  of  Chaplain-in  Chief, 
Bluffton,  Ind.,  September  1,  1897. 
H.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant- General,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  Reading,  Pa.: 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :— I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration the  report,  up  to  date,  from  the  Department  of  Chaplain-in- 
Chief.    I  assure  you  it  has  been  very  annoyiDg  to  me  to  be  conscious  of  the 
fact  for  days  that  I  was  tardy  with  this  report.    No  doubt  you  have  been 
inconvenienced  not  a  little.    However,  I  trust  that  you  with  me  may  feel 
somewhat  compensated  for  this  annoyance,  but  the  fact  that  the  delay  in 
waiting  for  reports  from  Division  Chaplains  has  greatly  ad.ded  to  the  com- 
pleteness and  strength  of  the  report  herewith  forwarded  to  your  office. 
Hoping  that  this  may  meet  your  approval,  and  I  may  soon  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  meeting  vou  at  Indianapolis,  I  remain. 

Loyally  yours,  S.  LIGHT, 

Chaplain-in-Chief. 

TABLE  No.  1. 

Showing  percentage  of  Gumps  reporting  from  each  Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Michigan.  

Minnesota  


Per 
Cent. 


80 
91« 


100 


64  23  100 
65 


83 

85  5-7 
98 
89 
98 

78  7-10 


Division. 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon.  

Pennsylvania . . . 
Rhode  Island. . . 
South  Dakota. .  • 

Vermont  

Washington. 
West  Virginia. . . 
Wisconsin  


Per 
cent. 


70 

70 
100 
100 

80  10-11 


76 
100 


50 
75 
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TABLE  No.  2. 
Showing  Camp  with  largest  Membership  in  eacli  Division. 


Division. 


Camp 
No. 


Mem- 
bers. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee.       3  49 

•California.                              5  48 

Colorado  . 

Connecticut                          6  |  78 

■Gulf 

Illinois                       ....['  26  100 

Indiana  j   169  81 

Iowa  I  '  

Kansas  i      9  I  79 

Kentucky                             1  40 

Maine                                   4  89 

"Maryland.                             1  53 

Massachusetts                        9  80 

Michigan                 .                 2  60 

Minnesota  1  ■  


Division. 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey. . . . 

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania. . . 
Rhode  Island. . . 
South  Dakota. . 

Vermont  

Washington  .... 
West  Virginia  .  . 
Wisconsin  


Camp 
No. 

Mem- 
bers. 

51 

73 

5 

54 

14 

71 

8 

133 

28 

144 

16 
10 
13 
o 
4 


43 


229 
64 
33 
45 
56 


65 


TABLE  No.  3. 

Showing  Camp  with  Greatest  Number  of  Brothers  in  Line  Memorial  Day  in  each 

Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

■California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine  

Maryland..   .... 

Massachusetts  

Michigan  

Minnesota  


Camp 
No. 


11 

5 


Mem- 
bers. 


30 
30 


6  42 


26 
169 


71 

76 


57  61 
10  30 


4 

land  2 

2 


50 

23  ea. 
55 


Division. 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania. .  . 
Rhode  Island.  . . 
South  Dakota. . . 

Vermont  

Washington 
West  Virginia  . . 
Wisconsin  


Camp 
No. 

Mem- 
bers. 

65 

30 

3 

40 

14 

50 

8 

53 

60 

60 

16 

195 

10 

35 

13 

25 

77 

27 

4 

47 

43 

43 

TABLE  No.  4. 

Showing  Camp  with  Greatest  Number  of  Brothers  in  Line  and  Armed  on  Memorial 

Day  in  eacli  Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky.  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Michigan  

Minnesota  


Camp 
No. 


33 


26 
336 


16 
10 

4 
2 
5 

227 


Mem- 
bers. 


13 


42 


53 
25 


80 
26 
50 
20 
41 
20 


Division. 


Missouri  

Nebrnska  

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania. . . 
Rhode  Island. . . 
South  Dakota .  - 

Vermont  

Washington 
West  Virginia. .  . 
Wisconsin  


Camp 
No. 


15 

47 
9 
8 

26 


2 
10 


77 
4 


96 


Mem- 
bers. 


12 
18 
22 
45 
44 


65 
35 


20 
28 


16 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

Showing  Camp  with  Greatest  Number  of  Brothers  in  Uniform  and  in  Line  on 
Memorial  Day  in  each  Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf   

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Michigan  

Minnesota  


Camp 
No. 


20 
3:J6 


57 
10 
4 

1  and  2 
2 
2 


Mem- 
bers. 


10 
11 


42 


60 
25 


58 
28 
50 

20  ea. 

55 

58 


Division. 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

JNew  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania.  .  . . 
Rhode  Island 
South  Dakota . . . 

Vermont  

Washington  

West  Virginia  • . . 
Wisconsin  


Camp 
No. 


65 
72 
74 


16 

195 

10 

35 

13 

24 

60 

23 

4  and  42 

28  ea. 

43 

23 

Showing  Camp  having 


TABLE  No.  6. 

Greatest  Attendance  at  Memorial  Sunday  Services  in  each 
Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine   .  . 

Maryland  

Massachusetts   

Michigan  

Minnesota  


Camp 
Mo. 


1 

19 


Mem- 
bers. 


23 
31 


26 
169 


57 
10 
4 
2 
25 


39 


69 
70 


42 
28 
45 
25 
60 
52 


Division. 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania. . . . 
Rhode  Island.  . . . 
South  Dakota. . . 

Vermont  

Washington  

West  Virginia . . . 
Wisconsin  ....... 


Camp 
No. 


65 
28 
18 

5  and  8 
50 


16 
10 
13 
17 
4 


43 


Mem- 
bers. 


30 
37 
51 
32 
80 


175 
31 
25 
31 
40 


38 


TABLE  No.  7. 

Showins  number  of  Camps  furnishing  Firing  Squads  in  each  Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf  

Illinois   

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky.  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Michigan  

Minnesota  


No. 


14 
14 


30 
1 
8 
5 

17 
18 


Division. 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania.. .  . 
Rhode  Island.  . . 
South  Dakota. . . 

Vermont  

Washington  

West  Virginia. . . 
Wisconsin  


NO. 


4 
11 

3 
15 
31 


70 
4 
2 
2 

10 


10 
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TABLE  No.  8. 


Showing  number  of  Addresses  delivered  by  Members  of  the  Order  on  Memorial  Day  in 

each  Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf  

Illnois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Michigan  

Minnesota  


No. 


11 

9 


11 


39 
20 


38 
9 
17 
11 
30 
7 


Division. 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio   . 

Oregon  

Pennsylvania. . . 
Rhode  Island.. . .' 
South  Dakota. . . 

Vermont  

Washington  

West  Virginia. . . 
Wisconsin  


No. 


21 
9 
5 
9 

41 


54 
4 
6 


12 


TABLE  No.  9. 

Showing  number  of  Camps  Observing  Union  Defenders'  Day  in  ench  Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut.  

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine  

Maryland.  

Massachusetts.  

Michigan  

Minnesota  


No. 

7 
2 


14 
.20 

16 
2 
8 
11 
63 
19 


Division. 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania . . . 
Rhode  Island. . . . 
South  Dakota  . . 

Vermont  

Washington 
West  Virginia  . . 
Wisconsin  


No. 


17 
5 
7 

18 
40 


56 
4 
2 
5 

10 


TABLE  No.  10. 
Showing  number  of  Deaths  during  year  past  in  each  Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky   

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Michigan    

Minnesota  


No. 


Division. 


Missouri.  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey. 

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania. . . 
Rhode  Island. . . . 
South  Dakota. . 

Vermont   

Washington  

West  Virginia. . . 
Wisconsin  


No. 


6 
5 
5 
6 

13 


36 
3 
1 
5 
3 
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TABLE  No.  11. 

Show-inn  number  of  Funerals  attended  by  Camps  in  a  Body  in  each  Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine  


G.  A.  K. 


S.  V. 


Michigan . . 
Minnesota. 


3 

1 

3 

1 

43 

8 

20 

7 

36 

3 

5 

3 

5 

2 

12 

3 

43 

16 

5 

Division. 


G.  A.  K. 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania.  , . 
Rhode  Island . . . 
("outh  Dakota. . 

Verm  or  t  

Washington 
West  Virginia  •  • 
Wisconsin  


44 
34 


145 
2 


S.  V. 


6 
5 
4 
6 
13 


34 
3 


TABLE  No.  12. 

Showing  number  of  Burial  Services  Conducted  by  Cmiips  in  each  Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut    

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana    

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Michigan  

Minnesota  


G.  A.R. 


S.  V. 


1 

3 
12 


Division. 


G.  A.  R 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania.  . . . 
Rhode  Island 
South  Dakota  .  . . 

Vermont  

Washington  

West  Virginia  . . . 
Wisconsin  


24 


S.  V. 


24 
2 


TABLE  No.  13. 

Showing  number  of  Camps  using  memorial  Services,  and  which,  in  each  Division. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Michigan  

Minnesota  


11 

2 
5 
3 
9 
5 


B. 


14 
3 
8 
3 
17 
11 


Division. 


Missouri  

Nebraska  

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania. .  • 
Rhode  Island. . . 
South  Dakota  . 

Vermont  

Washington  

West  Virginia. .  - 
Wisconsin  


32 


B. 


7 
4 
1 

5 
22 


14 

3 


55 
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Comparative  Statement. 
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1  Number  of  Divisions  reporting  

2  Number  of  Divisions  not  reporting  

3  Number  of  Camps  reporting  

4  Number  of  Camps  not  reporting  

5  Percentage  of  Camps  reporting  

6  No.  of  Brothers  belonging  to  Camps — 

7  No.  of  Brothers  in  line  Memorial  Day. . 

8  No.  of  Brothers  armed  and  in  line 

Memorial  Day  

9  No.  of  Brothers  uniformed  and  in  line 

Memorial  Day  

10  No.  of  Firing  Squads  furnished  

11  No.  of  Addresses  made  by  Sons  of  Vet- 

erans  

12  No.  of  Brothers  attending  Memorial 

Sunday  Services  

13  No.  of  Camps  observing  Union  Defend- 

ers' Day  

14  No.  of  Deaths  in  Division  during  last 

twelve  months  ... 

15  No.  of  Funerals  attended  by  Camps  In 

a  body   .. 

16  No.  of  Burial  Services  conducted  by 

Camps  

17  Number  of  Camps  using  Memorial 

Services  


1888 


17 
10 
751 


15589 
3648 
9244 


11370 


89 


1889 


19 
11 
1030 


16437 
3683 
9328 


12564 


119 


1890 

22 
11 
976 


1891 

22 
9 

1056 


29841  32285 
19957  20432 

4863 


5673 


11619  11(259 
193  212 

182  163 

13839  14115 


123 


1892  1893 


21 
11 
1028 
780 


32559 
20281 


1344' 
264 

212 

15935 

370 

180 


29 
1 

1011 
515 


32012 
18619 


13014 
277 

221 

14166 

311 

185 


1894 


29 

1043 
288 
78 
31795 
19918 


14182 
333 

256 

15903 

35f 

20 


1895 


28 


1142 
386 
75 
31556 
20621 

5662 

13675 
347 

432 

16954 

350 

163 

(G.A.R.419 
tS.V.  128 
IG.A.R.  63 
\S.V.  79 
J  A.  99 
IB.  1 


1897 


22 
7 

890 
193 
82 
24279 
16197 

5381 

10666 
278 


12791 
339' 

153 

(432 
(125 
J  54 
t  88 
(104 
(142 


THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  :  The  several  reports  will  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Officers1  Reports  under  the  rule,  if  the  Encampment  is  will- 
ing that  they  shall  be  referred  in  this  way.    Is  there  objection  ? 

The  Chair  hears  none  and  the  reports  will  be  so  referred.  The  Chair  is 
now  prepared  to  entertain  a  motion  to  take  recess,  in  order  to  permit  the 
committees  to  go  ahead  with  their  work. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  we  now  take 
recess  until  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

FRANK  J.  COATES,  of  Nebraska  :  Commander,  I  move  that  this  En- 
campment do  now  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  and  retire  to 
the  Nebraska  Headquarters  at  the  Denison  Hotel  for  the  purpose  of  sam- 
pling some  cigars  furnished  by  the  Commercial  Club  of  Omaha. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  no  mo- 
tion is  necessary  on  that  subject.  The  Chair  has  no  doubt  that  the  Ne- 
braska delegation  will  be  able  to  dispose  of  those  cigars  without  one. 

A.  L.  SORTER,  Jr.,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  no  second  to  General  Abbott's  motion,  I  move  that  the  Com- 
mandery  do  now  take  recess  until  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Will  the  brother  from  Iowa  permit  the 
Chair  to  ask  the  intention  of  the  motion  to  take  recess  until  two  o'clock  ? 

A.  L.  SORTER,  Jr.,  of  Iowa:  Commander,  the  intention  is  to  proceed 
with  our  work.  We  place  our  time  for  convening  so  far  ahead  that  we  do 
not  succeed  in  doing  the  business  which  we  have  come  here  from  great  dis- 
tance to  attend  to.  We  neglect  matters  of  great  importance  by  taking 
these  long  recesses  now,  and  then  crowd  the  business  all  into  the  later  ses- 
sions of  the  Commandery.  There  is  certainly  a  great  many  matters  that 
can  legally  come  before  this  Cornuiandery-in-Chief  this  afternoon  and  be 
disposed  of  after  due  consideration. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.    I  believe  my  motion  was  seconded.    I  insist  upon  it. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  is  under  the  impression 
that  Past  Commander  Abbott's  motion  was  seconded. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  there  is  no  business 
that  can  be  attended  to  this  afternoon.  There  is  nothing  that  the  Com- 
mandery can  do  until  we  have  the  reports  of  the  various  committees. 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  is  no  business  that  can  come 
before  this  convention  in  precedence  of  the  report  of  the  committees.  I 
understand  the  purpose  of  the  motion  of  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott 
is  that  the  business  of  the  Encampment  may  be  expedited  by  giving  the 
committees  time  to  consider  the  matters  that  are  to  come  before  them  and 
to  prepare  reports  to  be  submitted  to  us  to-morrow.  I  can  say  on  behalf  of 
the  Council-in-Chief  that  they  will  be  ready  to  report  with  the  other  com- 
mittees just  appointed,  and  that  we  will  be  enabled  to  have  a  continuous 
business  session  to-morrow  and  will  be  able  to  dispose  of  all  matters  that 
are  to  come  before  us.  I  believe  that  is  the  reason  for  your  motion,  Gen- 
eral Abbott? 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Chicago  :    It  is,  Commander. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
adjournment  until  nine  o'clock  to  morrow  morning  does  not  give  the  com- 
mittees too  much  time,  if  we  are  to  accept  the  hospitality  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis to-night. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  if  we  adjouim  until  four  o'clock  this  afternoon  some  of  the  committees 
will  be  prepared  to  report  at  that  time.  I  am  certain  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  can  have  at  least  a  partial  report  ready  by  that  time  and  we 
can  get  to  work  and  do  something.  I  think  it  is  better  not  to  leave  every- 
thing until  to-morrow.  I  think  the  adjournment  had  better  be  until  four 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

RECESS  UNTIL  FOUR  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Commander,  I 
move  to  amend  General  Abbott's  motion,  that  the  Commandery  take  recess 
until  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  by  substituting  four  o'clock  p.  in.  of 
to-day. 

A.  L.  SORTER,  Jr.,  of  Iowa  :    Commander,  I  second  that  motion. 
THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    Is  the  amendment  accepted  by  the 
original  mover  ? 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  do  not  wish  to  delay 
this  Encampment,  but  as  a  member  of  a  committee  that  has  a  great  deal  to 
do  I  desire  a,nd  hope  that  we  will  be  ready  to  present  a  report  to-morrow 
morning  at  nine  o'clock,  but  I  have  just  as  great  desire  to  participate  in  the 
consideration  of  matters  that  may  come  up  at  four  o'clock  as  any  other 
brother  here.  I  feel  that  in  justice  to  my  Division  I  should  be  here  repre- 
senting my  Division  at  four  o'clock,  but  if  I  must  come  here  at  four  o'clock 
1  cannot  do  my  share  of  the  committee  work.  I  feel  that  we  can  come  here 
just  as  well  to-morrow  morning  and  do  our  work  well  and  push  it  through, 
and  we  should  have  this  afternoon  to  attend  to  the  work  in  committee. 
The  brothers  want  to  see  this  beautiful  city.  To-morrow  afternoon  there 
will  be  a  pai'ade  and  there  will  be  plenty  to  do,  and  the  recess  this  afternoon 
will  furnish  the  only  opportunity  brothers  will  have  for  seeing  the  beautiful 
sights  of  this  city.  The  rest  of  the  time  is  all  mortgaged.  I  do  not  see  what 
the  Encampment  could  do  this  afternoon  if  we  were  to  meet. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  is  a  motion  to  substitute  four 
o'clock  this  afternoon  for  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  in  the  motion 
submitted  by  General  Abbott.  The  original  mover  does  not  accept  the 
amendment.    The  question  is  on  the  amendment.    Any  remarks  ? 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN:  Commander,  I  de- 
sire to  state  just  a  few  words.  My  object  in  moving  to  amend  the  motion  of 
General  Abbott  to  adjourn  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  is  this  :  It  is 
barely  possible  that  some  one  of  these  committees  may  be  ready  to  report 
at  four  o'clock.  I  think  there  is  very  little  doubt  but  that  the  report  of  the 
Council-in-Chief  can  be  ready  by  four  o'clock  ;  but  even  in  the  event  that 
none  of  these  reports  are  ready  I  believe  this  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  will  be  ready  for  consideration  at  that  time.  It  is  barely  possi- 
ble that  this  supplemental  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  will  cre- 
ate some  discussion.  We  will  have  more  time  to  consider  it  this  afternoon 
than  to-morrow.    We  can  dispose  of  that  to-day,  and  to-morrow  morning 
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we  will  be  ready  to  take  up  the  reports  of  the  standing  committees  and 
have  ample  time  to  give  them  full  consideration.  In  the  event  we  meet 
here  at  four  o'clock  and  there  is  no  business  ready  to  come  before  us  it  is  a 
simple  matter  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow.  It  seems  to  be  wise  to  take  that 
precaution.  At  least  come  here,  and  if  there  be  no'  business  then  adjourn 
until  nine  o'clock.  I  believe  that  is  to  the  best  interest  of  the  Encampment. 
I  believe  it  will  tend  to  serve  the  convenience  of  the  majority  here.  As  to 
the  presence  of  the  members  of  the  committees  they  cannot  be  present  at 
all  sessions  of  the  Encampment.  It  never  has  been  so  at  any  of  the  past 
sessions  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  Members  of  the  committees  always 
have  to  do  a  considerable  part  of  their  work  while  the  Commandery  is  in 
session,  and  members  of  the  important  committees  cannot  be  present  both 
at  the  committee  meetings  and  the  Commandery  meetings.  They  would 
not  be  able  to  do  so  to-morrow  any  more  than  to-day! 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  The  question  is  on  the  amendment 
to  take  recess  until  four  o'clock  this  afternoon.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment  will  so  signify  by  the  usual 
voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary,  the  same  sign.  The 
ayes  appear  to  have  it.  The  ayes  have  it  and  the  amendment  is  carried. 
Before  I  put  the  question  on  the  motion  as  amended  I  desire  to  say  on  be- 
half of  Brother  Bookwalter,  chairman  of  the  Local  Committee,  that  they 
have  badges  for  the  members  of  the  Encampment,  which  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General will  distribute.  The  brothers  will  present  themselves  at  the 
Quartermaster-General's  desk  as  their  names  are  called  by  the  Adjutant- 
General  and  receive  their  delegate  badges.  Brother  Bookwalter  informs 
me  that  if  there  is  not  sufficient  now  there  is  more  coming  on  the  noon 
train.  Every  delegate,  every  member  of  the  Encampment,  is  to  be  supplied 
with  a  souvenir  badge. 

The  question  now  recurs  on  the  motion  as  amended  to  take  recess  until 
four  o'clock  this  afternoon.  All  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  the  usual 
voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary,  the  same  sign.  The 
ayes  seem  to  have  it.  The  ayes  have  it  and  the  Encampment  takes  recess 
until  four  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION. 


Four  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Encampment  will  come  to 
order.  Inspector-General,  are  you  satisfied  that  all  present  are  entitled  to 
remain  ? 

THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL  :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  find  on  in- 
spection that  all  present  are  entitled  to  remain. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  If  the  delegates  entitled  to  vote  in 
this  Encampment  will  be  good  enough  to  move  forward  and  allow  those 
that  are  not  entitled  to  vote  to  remain  in  the  rear  seats  it  will  greatly  facili- 
tate the  business  of  the  Encampment;  the  stenographer  can  then  more 
readily  recognize  the  makers  of  the  motions  and  there  will  be  less  probabil- 
ity of  question  arising  as  to  the  validity  of  a  vote.  The  Adjutant-General 
will  proceed  with  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll.    (Roll  call  No.  2). 

T.  Z.  MORROW,  of  Kentucky  :  Commander,  the  Division  of  Kentucky 
was  omitted  in  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Commander,  the  Division  of  Kentucky 
was  omitted  because  the  Committee  on  Credentials  has  not  yet  taken  up  the 
credentials  of  that  Division.    They  are  in,  however,  and  will  be  acted  upon. 

LEWIS  A.  DILLY,  of  Iowa:  Commander,  my  name  was  not  called. 
I  was  present. 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF  :  If  there  are  any  whose  names  have 
been  omitted  in  the  calling  of  the  roll  they  will  just  report  to  the  Adjutant- 
General's  desk  and  be  marked  present.  The  Committee  on  Credentials  will 
meet  in  the  ante-room  to  the  right  of  the  Chair  immediately.  If  any  of  the 
delegates  have  not  received  their  delegate  badges  they  can  have  them  by 
calling  on  the  Quartermaster-General.  The  Chair  is  informed  that  the 
Council-in-Chief  is  ready  to  report. 

REPORT  OP  COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF. 

C.  A.  Borin,  secretary  of  the  Council-in-Chief,  submitted  the  following 
report : 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  9,  1897. 
To  the  Commanders-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  in  Sixteenth  An- 
nual Encampment : 

Commander  and  Brothers  :— The  Council-in-Chief  met  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  September  10,  1896,  and  organized  by  the  election  of  F.  W.  Myers  chair- 
man and  C.  Borin  secretary. 

During  the  year  no  matter  of  importance  was  presented  to  the  Council- 
in-Chief  for  their  action. 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  the  Council-in-Chief 
met  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  8,  1897,  and  examined  all  books  and 
accounts  of  the  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster-General,  recording 
receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  term  ending  August  23, 1897.  The  books 
and  accounts  of  these  officers  were  found  to  be  accurate  and  complete  and 
most  creditable  to  the  especial  fitness  shown  by  the  brothers  holding  these 
most  responsible  positions.  The  cash  on  hand  August  23,  1897,  as  shown  by 
the  cash  balance  and  cash  counted,  was  $1,159.91. 

We  recommend  : 

1.  That  the  Quartermaster-General  contract  for  3,000  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Encampment,  to  be  ready  for  distribution  within  ninety 
days,  and  to  be  edited  under  the  direction  of  the  outgoing  administration. 

2.  The  per  capita  tax  be  fixed  at  20  cents  for  the  current  Commandery 
year. 

The  Council-in-Chief  desires  to  warmly  commend  the  Adjutant-General 
and  the  Quartermaster-General  for  the  neatness,  accuracy  and  systematic 
methods  shown  in  their  records  and  accounts  and  for  the  efficient  and  eco- 
nomic administration  of  the  business  of  the  Commandery  as  transacted  by 
the  Quartermaster-General. 

F.  W.  MYERS, 
R.  M.  BUCKLEY, 
J.  HOWARD  HEINE, 
•  LEO  W.  KENNEDY, 
C.  BORIN, 

Council-in-Chief. 

MICHAEL  CROWLEY,  of  New  Hampshire  :  Commander,  I  move  that 
we  accept  the  report  of  the  Council  in-Chief. 

,  WALTER  E.  DUNCAN,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN :  Commander,  I 
would  like  to  inquire  of  the  mover  of  that  motion  whether  his  motion  con- 
templates the  adoption  of  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Council-in-Chief. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  The  motion  would  certainly  have 
that  effect.  Without  any  qualification  the  acceptance  of  this  report  would 
accept  the  recommendations  contained  therein. 

W.  J.  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin  :  Then,  Commander,  I  move  to  amend 
the  motion  that  the  report  of  the  Council-in-Chief  be  received. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  as  a  substitute  motion 
that  the  reception  of  the  report  of  the  Council-in-Chief  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

C.  T.  SPACKMAN,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,'  I  will  second  Brother 
Orner's  substitute  motion. 
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MICHAEL  CROWLEY,  of  New  Hampshire  :  Commander,  it  was  my 
intention  in  moving  to  accept  the  report  that  we  should  accept  the  report 
and, act  on  the  recommendations  later. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  If  you  accept  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee you  must  necessarily  accept  their  recommendations. 

MICHAEL  CROWLEY,  of  New  Hampshire  :  Commander,  I  did  not 
intend  my  motion  to  conclude  action  on  the  recommendations. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Then  I  understand  your  motion 
means  exactly  the  same  as  Brother  Orner's,  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  received  and  the  recommendations  therein  contained  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports.  Brother  Crowley  then  accepts 
Brother  Orner's  substitute  motion? 

MICHAEL  CROWLEY,  of  New  Hampshire  :  Yes,  Commander. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  mo- 
tion, that  the  report  of  the  Council-in-Chief  be  accepted,  and  the  recom- 
mendations therein  contained  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Reports. 

A.  W.  JONES,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  that 
motion  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  effect  of  the  motion  will  be  that 
the  matter  will  simply  come  before  this  body  again  through  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

A.  W.  JONES,  of  Ohio  :  Then  the  effect  of  it  would  be  simply  to  lay  it 
upon  the  table. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  effect  of  it  is  to  send  it  to  that 
committee. 

QUARTERMASTER-GKENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Commander,  it 
has  been  the  custom  in  the  past  for  the  Council-in-Chief  to  make  its  report 
direct  to  the  Encampment.  The  matters  contained  therein,  so  far  as  the 
recommendations  are  concerned,  must  necessarily  be  acted  upon  by  this 
Encampment.  We  are  in  just  as  good  position  now  to  act  upon  these  rec- 
ommendations and  can  act  upon  them  just  as  intelligently  now  as  we  will 
be  when  they  have  gone  through  the  hands  of  another  committee.  The 
Council-in-Chief  is  better  qualified,  in  view  of  the  close  examination  which 
they  have  made  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Order,  to  make  recommenda- 
tions to  this  Encampment  than  any  other  committee.  No  other  committee 
has  had  its  opportunity  to  know  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Order,  and 
it  occurs  to  me  that  we  are  simply  consuming  time  if  we  place  these  matters 
in  the  hands  of  another  committee.  They  can  be  just  as  well  acted  upon  at 
the  present  time  as  hereafter.  I,  therefore,  move  as  a  substitute  for  the  mo- 
tion pending,  that  the  report  of  the  Oouncil-in-Chief  be  received  and  the  rec- 
ommendations therein  contained  be  adopted. 

J.  V.  B.  CLARKSON,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  second  the  mo- 
tion. Having  myself  been  Quartermaster-General,  and  knowiDg  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  Council  in-Chief,  knowing  the  capabilities  of  the  indi- 
vidual members,  knowing  the  opportunities  they  have  of  examining  the 
books  and  acquainting  themselves  thoroughly  with  the  needs  of  the  Order, 
I  feel  that  their  recommendations  should  be  concurred  in.  I,  therefore, 
heartily  second  the  substitute  of  Brother  Loebenstein. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  substitute  motion,  then,  if  it  prevails, 
will  not  only  receive  the  report,  but  will  adopt  the  recommendations  con- 
tained therein.  You  so  understand,  brothers.  Do  you  care  to  discuss  the 
question  ? 

JESSE  R.  DUNCAN,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  if  this  motion  pre- 
vails it  changes  our  Constitution.  The  present  per  capita  tax  is  sixteen 
cents  and  this  recommends  a  change  to  twenty  cents.  That  is  a  change  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  Order. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Is  the  brother  sure  it  is ?  Will  the 
brother  kindly  point  out  the  section  of  the  Constitution  wherein  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  per  capita  tax  shall  be  sixteen  cents  ?  (Cries  of  "  question," 
41  question.") 
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THE  CAMP  GUARD  :  Commander,  Colonel  Hogland,  (?)  of  Louis- 
ville, the  Kentucky  newsboys'  friend,  is  without  and  would  like  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Inspector-General  will  receive 
Colonel  Hogland.  Tne  brother  is  in  error  in  regard  to  the  Constitution 
specifying  a  per  capita  tax  of  sixteen  cents,  and  as  the  Encampment  is 
likely  to  be  misled  by  his  remarks,  the  Chair  will  read  Section  I  of  Article  3, 
page  52,  of  the  C,  R.  and  R.,  which  says  : 

"The  Commandery-in-Chief  shall,  at  its  stated  yearly  meeting,  assess  a 
per  capita  tax  on  each  Division  of  not  exceeding  twenty  cents  on  each  and 
every  member  in  good  standing." 

That  is  the  only  provision  in  the  Constitution  in  reference  to  the  per 
capita  tax.  Is  there  any  further  discussion  on  the  motion?  (Cries  of 
"question,"  "question.") 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  ask  for  a  re-reading 
of  those  recommendations. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  read  the 
recommendations  of  the  Council-in-Chief. 

The  Adjutant- General  read  the  recommendations  as  follows  : 
"We  recommend  : 

1.  That  the  Quartermaster-General  contract  for  three  thousand  copies 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  Encampment,  to  be  ready  for  distribution  witbin 
ninety  days,  and  to  be  edited  under  the  direction  of  the  outgoing  adminis- 
tration. 

2.  The  per  capita  tax  be  fixed  at  twenty  cents  for  the  current  Com- 
mandery  year." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Now,  brothers,  the  question  is  on 
the  adoption  of  the  report  and  concurrence  in  the  recommendations  therein 
contained.  You  understand  the  question?  All  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
give  assent  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary, 
if  any,  the  same  sign.  The  motion  appears  to  be  carried.  (Calls  for  a  divi- 
sion). Who  calls  for  a  division?  (No  response).  The  motion  is  carried. 
Are  there  any  further  committees  ready  to  report  ? 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  I  would  like  to  say 
for  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  that  we  would  be  very  glad  if  the  brothers 
having  any  resolutions  to  be  submitted  to  us  would  get  them  in  our  hands 
just  as  quickly  as  possible.  We  do  not  want  to  have  all  the  work  to  do  just 
in  the  last  hours  of  the  convention. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Committee  on  Resolutions  re- 
quests any  individuals,  Camps  and  Divisions  having  resolutions  to  submit 
to  pass  them  over  to  the  committee  as  quickly  as  possible.  Is  the  Committee 
on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  ready  to  report?  Is  the  Committee 
on  Rituals  and  Ceremonies  ready  to  report?  Is  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions ready  to  report? 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  is  not  ready  to  report. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Is  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Re- 
ports and  Distribution  of  Work  ready  to  report? 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  it  seems  to  me  a  very 
important  matter  that  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution 
of  Work  make  a  report  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  dispatch  of  the  business 
of  this  Encampment  depends  largely  upon  that  committee.  The  other 
committees  can  do  nothing  until  the  work  is  distributed,  and  that  should 
be  done  at  the  earliest  practical  moment.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the 
most  urgent  matter  just  at  the  present  time. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brother  Reed  is  unquestionably 
right.  Is  there  any  member  of  that  committee  present  ?  There  seems  to  be 
none  and  we  are  unable  to  proceed  further  until  we  have  the  supplemental 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials.  If  there  is  no  objection  the  En- 
campment will  be  at  rest  until  the  Credential  Committee  is  ready  to  report. 

The  Chair  will  declare  a  recess.    (4.40  P.  M. ) 
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5.25  P.  M. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Encampment  will  come  to 
order.  We  will  now  hear  the  supplemental  report  of  the  Committee  on 
^Credentials. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL:  Commander,  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials beg  leave  to  report  the  following  brothers  entitled  to  a  seat  and 
"vote  in  the  Encampment  from  the  Indiana  Division  in  addition  to  those 
already  reported  : 

Past  Division  Commander  William  H.  Armstrong. 

Past  Division  Commander  John  E.  Edmunson. 

Substitute  Delegate  James  W.  Noel. 

I  would  like  that  the  brothers  would  kindly  answer  to  their  names  as 
called,  if  they  are  present. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF :  The  brothers  apparently  did  not 
understand  ;  this  is  a  supplemental  report  of  the  Credentials  Committee. 
As  the  names  are  called  the  brothers  will  answer  and  be  accredited  upon 
the  roll. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL:  Commander,  I  will  call  the  names 
again. 

Past  Division  Commander  William  H.  Armstrong. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Commander,  do  I 
-understand  that  these  brothers  are  going  to  be  seated  without  any  action 
of  the  Encampment  accepting  this  report  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Committee  on  Credentials  are 
just  presenting  their  report. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  These  brothers  will  not  be  accredited 
unless  the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  is  approved  by  the  En- 
campment. I  will  now  call  the  names  of  the  brothers  recommended  as 
entitled  to  seats  by  the  committee  : 

IN  THE  INDIANA  DIVISION. 

Past  Division  Commander  William  H.  Armstrong. 
Past  Division  Commander  John  E.  Edmunson. 
Substitute  Delegate  James  W.  Noel. 

IN  THE  NEW  YORK  DIVISION. 

John  V.  B.  Clarkson. 

IN  THE  ILLINOIS  DIVISION. 

Past  Division  Commander  S.  E.  Thomasson. 

IN  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  DIVISION. 

Substitute  Delegate  W.  N.  Hall. 
Substitute  Delegate  Walter  E.  Duncan. 

IN  THE  MARYLAND  DIVISION. 

Substitute  Delegate  Charles  Davis. 

DIVISION  OF  ALABAMA  AND  TENNESSEE. 

Past  Division  Commander  H.  L.  Veazey. 
Delegate-at-Large  H.  T.  Cooper. 
Delegate  J.  J.  Straub. 

DIVISION  OF  IOWA. 

Past  Division  Commander  John  H.  Pickett. 

DIVISION  OF  OHIO. 

E.  H.  Archer,  Delegate. 

Charles  T.  Scheid,  (?)  Substitute.  . 
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DIVISION  OF  KENTUCKY. 

Division  Commander  T.  Z.  Morrow,  Jr. 
Past  Commander  George  H.  Capito. 
Past  Commander  W.  R.  Heflin. 
Past  Commander  W.  N.  Evans. 
Past  Commander  Will  A.  Field. 
Past  Commander  B.  F.  McClellan. 
Delegate-at-Large  Thomas  T.  Fogle. 
Delegate  J.  Sherman  Steeley. 
That  is  the  entire  report. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  sup- 
plemental report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials.    What  is  your  pleasure  ?' 

LEWIS  A.  DILLEY,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  I  would  like  to  ask  if  the 
name  of  F.  C.  Raymond  (?)  has  not  been  presented. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Yes,  sir  ;  he  is  on  the  roll.  We  ac- 
credited him  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  substitute. 

JESSE  R.  DUNGAN,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  was  Brother  Mat- 
thews' name  entered  as  delegate-at-large  ? 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  It  is,  because  the  substitute  has  been 
withdrawn. 

T.  Z.  MORROW,  Jr.,  of  Kentucky  :  Commander,  the  alternate  of  the 
delegate-at-large  of  Kentucky  that  is  present,  Joseph  F.  Baggs,  was  not 
called. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :    His  name  is  on  the  roll  all  right. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  what  is  your  pleasure  as 
to  the  supplemental  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  ? 

FRANK  MARTIN,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  supple- 
mental report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  be  adopted  and  the  com- 
mittee continued. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana:    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  supplemental  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  be  received 
and  the  committee  continued.    Any  remarks  ? 

BROTHER  J.  E.  EDMUNSON'S  CASE. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTE1N  :  Commander,  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  they  recommend  the  seating  of  Brother 
Edmunson  as  a  Past  Commander  from  the  Division  of  Indiana.  Upon  an 
examination  of  the  roll-calls  of  the  Eighth,  Ninth,  Tenth,  Eleventh,  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  National  Encampments  we  find  that  Brother  Edmunson 
was  never  reported  and  never  accredited  as  a  Past  Commander  of  the 
Indiana  Division.  It  is  claimed— and  I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary— 
that  Brother  Edmunson  did  serve  as  a  provisional  Commander  of  the 
Indiana  Division  in  the  early  days  of  the  Division.  Subsequent  to  that 
time,  or  prior  to  the  Eighth  National  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  Brother  Edmunson  dropped  out  of  the  Order,  his  Camp  was  dis- 
banded, or  he  was  dropped  by  his  Camp.  Subsequent  to  the  Anderson 
Encampment  of  the  Indiana  Division,  a  little  more  than  two  years,  the 
Camp  at  Bloomington,  Indiana,  sought  to  re-muster  Brother  Edmunson 
and  at  the  same  time  restore  his  past  rank.  It  was  found  that  his  past 
rank  could  not  be  restored  by  a  re-muster,  but  it  was  thought  that  by  the 
issuance  of  a  Transfer  Card  from  Division  Headquarters,  after  the  lapse  of 
five  or  six  years  in  which  the  gentleman  had  been  out  of  the  Order,  that  he 
could  be  again  received  into  this  Camp  and  regain  his  past  rank.  That  was 
the  course  that  was  pursued.  Mr.  Edmunson  was  received  into  the  Camp 
at  Bloomington,  Indiana,  and  reported  by  the  then  Commander  of  the 
Indiana  Division.  That  action  was  simply  the  conclusion  of  the  Division 
officers  of  Indiana  as  to  Mr.  Edmunson's  standing  in  the  Order,  and  has  no 
effect  and  no  force  upon  this  Encampment  as  to  whether  or  not  Mr.  Edmun- 
son is  a  Past  Commander  of  the  Order  and  entitled  as  such  to  a  seat  in  this 
Encampment.    In  this  connection  I  desire  to  read  a  decision  of  the  Com- 
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mander-in-Chief,  which  is  exactly  in  line,  as  he  would  undoubtedly  rule  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Edinunson  as  he  has  in  the  case  of  this  brother.  I  do  not 
know  whether  this  was  a  case  sent  up  for  a  decision  upon  the  case  here 
shown,  or  whether  it  was  a  hypothetical  case  sent  to  the  Com  mander-in- 
Chief  for  a  decision  in  Mr.  Edmunson's  case.  The  decision  is  No.  9,  by 
Commander  in-Chief  Rake,  dated  the  17th  day  of  March,  1897: 

DECISION  IX. 

Reading,  Pa.,  March  17,  1897. 
Vol.  R.  B.  Oglesbee,  Commander  Indiana  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S. 
A.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother:— To  the  general  question  which  you 
submit,  "A  Past  Captain  of  a  Camp  which  was  disbanded  in  June,  1894,  and 
never  reinstated,  is  given  a  transfer  card  by  the  Division  Commander  in 
February,  1897,  he  having  been  shown  to  be  in  good  standing  in  his  Camp 
at  the  time  of  its  disbandment,  and  he  immediately  deposits  his  card  in  and 
becomes  a  member  of  another  Camp.  Is  he  now  entitled  to  rank  as  a  Past 
Captain  ?"    I  answer,  no. 

The  life  of  a  transfer  card  is  clearly  indicated  by  the  C,  R.  and  R.,  and 
if  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  the  holder  has  not  availed  himself  of  its 
privileges,  and  is,  in  consequence,  considered  as  honorably  discharged,  it 
would  seem  to  be  only  equitable  that  the  power  to  grant  a  transfer  after 
one  year  from  the  date  of  disbandonment  of  a  Camp  should  not  be  exer- 
cised. 

It  is  true  that  Chapter  II,  Article  IV",  Section  4,  distinctly  says,  "Mem- 
bers of  disbanded  Camps,  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  such 
dissolution,  shall  receive  from  their  Division  Commander,  etc.,  etc.,"  but 
certainly  the  intent  of  this  language  is  that  such  transfers  shall  be  issued  at 
or  about  the  time  of  the  disbandonment  of  the  Camp.  Should  the  Division 
Commander,  through  any  neglect,  fail  to  issue  such  transfers,  members  en- 
titled to  receive  them  would  have  their  remedy.  The  very  fact  that  a  past 
officer  had  been  content  to  rest  without  his  rightful  certificate  of  standing 
for  a  period  of  nearly  three  years  would  indicate  that  he  had  but  little  in- 
terest in  his  past  rank.      Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

With  this  decision  before  you,  and  the  explanation,  which  I  believe 
cannot  be  questioned,  I  leave  the  matter  for  your  decision.  It  is  not  my 
purpose  to  try  to  reduce  the  representation  of  the  Indiana  Division.  If  I 
felt  that  Mr.  Edmunson  was  entitled  to  his  past  rank,  there  is  no  man  in 
this  Encampment  that  would  be  more  glad  to  see  him  receive  it ;  but  I  am 
opposed  to  the  creation  of  Past  Division  Officers  by  such  methods,  which 
are  simply  the  conclusion  of  Division  Officers  as  to  the  standing  of  a  Divis- 
ion Officer  in  the  Order. 

WILLIAM  DeSTEESE,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  in  exoneration  of 
the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  which  held  this  Indiana  matter 
open  on  two  brothers,  Colonel  William  H.  Armstrong  and  John  E.  Edmun- 
son, I  will  state  that  when  the  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  that 
they  were  entitled  to  a  seat  it  was  upon  this  certificate  : 

41  To  H.  H.  Hammer,  Adjutant  General,  and  the  Credential  Committee  of 
the  Sixteenth  National  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.  : 
Brothers:   This  is  to  certify  that  Colonel  William  H.  Armstrong 
and  John  E.  Edmunson  are  Past  Colonels  of  the  Indiana  Division  in  good 
standing  and  have  not  been  dropped  nor  suspended  from  the  Order. 

(Signed)  R.  S.  THOMPSON, 
Horace  S.  Stillwell,  Division  Commander. 

Assistant  Adjutant  Indiana  Division." 
THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    I  do  not  understand  that  anyone  is 
criticizing  the  Committee  on  Credentials  who  have  given  their  source  of 
authority  ;  but  objection  is  made  to  the  case  of  Brother  Edmunson.  Are 
there  any  further  remarks  ? 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana:  Commander-in-Chief,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  question  the  statement  of  facts  that  Quartermaster-General  Loeb- 
onstein  has  given.    I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  given  the  facts  as  facts 
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from  tbe  record,  of  which  he  has  personal  knowledge,  or  whether  he  is 
giving  us  his  inferences.  Neither  do  I  know  myself  of  the  facts  before  the 
Knoxville  Encampment.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  them.  I  da 
know  this,  that  the  Indiana  Division  for  sometime,  perhaps  from  the  time 
of  its  organization  and  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  to  my  personal 
knowledge,  has  regarded  Brother  Edmunson  as  a  Past  Colonel  of  the  Indiana 
Division.  I  do  know  this,  that  the  record  shows  that  the  Fourteenth 
Annual  Encampment,  held  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  ratified  the  conclusion, 
of  the  Indiana  Division.  The  question  was  then  passed  upon  by  the  Cre- 
dential Committee  of  that  Encampment.  That  committee  reported  in  favor 
of  Brother  Edmunson,  and  the  report  of  that  committee  was  accepted  and 
adopted  by  the  National  Encampment,  and  we  now  cannot  get  behind  the 
action  of  that  Encampment.  The  certificate  of  R.  S.  Thompson,  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Indiana  Division,  shows  that  Brother  Edmunson  is  a  Past 
Colonel,  that  he  has  not  been  suspended  or  dropped,  and  I  know  of  my  own 
personal  knowledge  that  he  has  not  been  suspended  or  dropped  since  the 
Knoxville  Encampment,  where  the  conclusion,  if  it  was  no  more  than  the 
conclusion  of  the  Commander  of  the  Indiana  Division,  was  ratified  by  the 
National  body.    I  hold  that  the  matter  since  that  time  is  settled. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Will  Brother  Noel 
permit  me  to  interrupt  him  ?  I  would  like  to  inquire  whether  Brother  Noel 
is  willing  to  state  that  Mr.  Edmunson  has  never  been  suspended  or  dropped? 
since  the  date  of  his  certificate  as  Commander  of  the  Indiana  Division. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana :  Commander,  in  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion permit  me  to  say  that,  as  I  said  in  the  beginning,  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  of  the  history  of  Colonel  Edmunson  from  the  time  he  was  Com- 
mander up  to  the  time  of  the  Knoxville  Encampment ;  but  I  say,  from  a- 
legal  standpoint,  whatever  the  conclusion  was  at  that  time,  it  was  ratified 
by  that  Encampment  and  this  Encampment  cannot  go  behind  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Colonel  of  the  Indiana  Division  that  he  is  a  Past  Colonel  and1 
that  he  has  not  been  dropped  or  suspended.  I  think  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General  will  bear  me  out  in  that  statement. 

FRANK  MARTIN,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  was  Commander  of  the 
Indiana  Division  at  the  time  this  question  came  up,  and  was  the  Comman- 
der who  issued  the  transfer  card  to  Brother  Edmunson.  The  question  was 
presented  to  me  by  the  Bloomington  Camp,  which  Brother  Edmunson  after- 
wards joined,  or  transferred  to,  and  was  fully  investigated  at  that  time. 
The  fact  was  laid  before  Commander-in-Chief  William  F.  Bundy,  of  Ohio* 
and  he  passed  upon  it.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  at 
the  Encampment  at  Knoxville  and  the  question  was  there  fully  discussed. 
Adjutant-General  Speelman,  who  had  investigated  the  matter  with  General 
Bundy,  was  there  at  the  time  and  made  his  statement  of  facts  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials;  and  the  report  was  made  that  Brother  Edmunson 
was  entitled  to  admission  into  the  Encampment  as  a  Past  Commander  of 
the  Indiana  Division,  and  that  report  was  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  En- 
campment. I  maintain  that,  having  investigated  the  facts  fully  and  com- 
pletely, the  Division  Commander  acted  honestly  and  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  that  upon  the  mere  statement  of  a  brother  upon  this  floor 
that  the  Commander-in-Chief  did  not  do  his  duty,  we  cannot  go  behind  the 
returns  of  that  Encampment  and  the  return  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  at 
that  time.  I  know  that  Brother  Loebenstein  has  made  this  statement.  He 
has  made  the  statement  upon  the  authority  of  information  that  he  received 
from  the  Bloomington  Camp  prior  to  the  muster  of  Brother  Edmunson  into 
the  Camp.  The  facts  that  he  states  are  disputed,  at  least  inferentially,  by 
the  fact  that  the  Commander  of  the  Division  at  the  time  issued  a  transfer 
card  to  Brother  Edmunson.  It  ought  to  be  supposed  that  the  Division 
Commander  acted  according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Order  when  his  ac- 
tion was  ratified  by  the  Commandery-in  Chief  at  its  subsequent  session.  I 
do  not  believe  that  after  Brother  Edmunson  has  been  allowed  to  vote  in  this 
Encampment — and  he  would  have  been  had  he  been  present — after  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials  has  adopted  the  conclusions  of  the  Division  Comman- 
der and  the  Commander-in-Chief,  that  upon  the  mere  statement  of  one 
brother  upon  the  authority  of  a  letter  received  trom  another  brother,  this 
Encampment  should  say  that  Brother  Edmunson  is  not  entitled  to  member- 
ship in  the  Indiana  Division. 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  May  I  ask  the 
brother  a  question  ? 

FRANK  MARTIN,  of  Indiana  :  Certainly. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Commander,  I  de- 
sire to  ask  Brother  Martin,  who  was  Division  Commander  at  that  time,  if  it 
is  not  a  fact  that  Mr.  Edmunson  had  been  out  of  the  Order  for  a  number  of 
years  ;  if  it  was  not  sought  first  to  re-muster  him  into  the  Bloomington 
Camp,  and  when  they  found  that  would  not  restore  his  past  rank,  if  a  trans- 
fer card  was  not  then  issued  ;  if  he  was  not  out  of  the  Order  four  or  five 
years  ? 

PRANK  MARTIN,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  the  question  was  never 
presented  to  me  whether  they  should  re-muster  him  as  a  new  member  or 
not.  The  committee  wrote  to  me  and  asked  me  for  a  transfer  card  for 
Brother  Edmunson.  I  investigated  the  record  and  found  he  was  in  good 
standing  at  the  time  of  the  disbandment  of  the  Camp,  and  a  transfer  card 
was  issued  to  him  in  accordance  therewith. 

P.  L.  SHEPARD,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
brother  has  not  answered  the  Quartermaster-General's  question,  and  for 
my  own  information  I  should  like  to  have  that  question  answered.  Brother 
Loebenstein  has  stated  that  the  brother  was  out  of  the  Order  for  a  number 
of  years  and  the  Indiana  brothers  have  not  specifically  answered  that.  I 
would  like  to  know  if  they  know  whether  or  not  Brother  Edmunson  was 
out  of  the  Order  for  a  number  of  years  ? 

FRANK  MARTIN,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  I  will  say  that  I  do  not 
think  he  was. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN :  The  record  shows 
that  he  was. 

F.  L.  SHEPARD,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  it  seems  to  me  then  that  it 
is  not  quite  fair  for  them  to  challenge  the  statement  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General  when  he  states  positively  that  he  was  out  of  the  Order  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  for  five  or  six  years,  and  that  he  was  not  accredited  as  a 
delegate  to  the  National  Encampments. 

WILLIAM  DeSTEESE,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  what  is  the  mo- 
tion ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  motion  is  to  accept  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  and  continue  the  committee. 

NEWTON  J.  McGUIRE,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  just  want  to  say 
a  word  in  verification  of  what  has  been  said  on  the  part  of  the  In  liana  del- 
egation, that  Past  Commander  J.  E.  Edmunson  was  accredited  as  a  Past 
Commander  at  the  Knoxville  Encampment.  I  have  the  proceedings  here — 
I  guess  it  is  not  denied,  however— which  shows  that  the  Indiana  delegation 
consisted  of  Past  Commanders  William  H.  Armstrong,  J.  E.  Edmunson, 
George  C.  Harvey,  John  W.  Newton,  Newton  J.  McGuire  and  Frank  Martin. 
Now,  of  course,  we  have  all  understood  the  statement  made  by  Quartermas- 
ter-General Loebenstein.  The  facts  in  this  case  seem  to  be  in  dispute,  but  1 
think  from  my  past  investigation  of  the  matter  that  J.  E.  Edmunson  is  en- 
titled to  his  past  rank.  Now,  if  it  is  true  that  the  Credentials  Committee 
have  acted  upon  the  certificate  of  the  Division  Commander,  certified  by  his 
Adjutant  under  seal,  we  know  that  J.  E.  Edmunson  is  entitled  to  a  vote. 
We  know  also  that  it  has  been  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials that  he  be  seated.  I  believe  that  the  delegates  to  this  Encampment 
will  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  you  cannot  go  back  on  those  returns 
and  base  your  opinion  upon  a  statement  of  any  member  of  the  Encamp- 
ment. We  all  have  great  respect  for  General  Loebenstein,  but  he  speaks 
without  an  investigation,  without  the  facts  being  presented.  We  must  have 
the  evidence  as  to  those  facts.  I  do  not  think  that  General  Loebenstein 
will  state  to  the  Encampment  that  he  knows  of  his  personal  knowledge  that 
J.  E.  Edmunson  was  dropped  from  the  Order  for  any  length  of  time.  1  do 
not  believe  that  the  Encampment  has  any  evidence  of  that  fact.  I  believe 
that  the  evidence  points  otherwise,  but  certainly  if  the  Encampment  has  no 
evidence  to  that  effect  it  cannot  go  back  of  the  regular  returns.  (Cries  of 
"question,"  "question.") 
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THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  The  question  is  called  for  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  supplemental  report  of  the  Credential  Committee  and  the 
continuance  of  the  same.  All  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  assent  by  the 
usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary,  if  any,  the  same 
sign.  The  ayes  appear  to  have  it.  The  ayes  have  it.  The  motion  is  carried. 
Are  there  any  other  committees  ready  to  report?  Is  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work  ready  to  report?  The  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions?  The  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions?  We  appear  to  be  in  the  same  condition  that  we  were. before. 

RECONSIDERATION  OF  THE  PER  CAPITA  TAX- 
ED. K.  DEPUY,  of  Maryland  :  Mr.  President,  I  move  you,  sir,  that  the 
Encampment  reconsider  its  action  in  reference  to  increasing  the  per  capita 
tax  from  sixteen  to  twenty  cents.  In  this  connection  I  want  to  say  that  the 
Maryland  Division  would  feel  this  extra  expense  greatly.  We  are  struggling 
along  with  a  membership  barely  sufficient  to  pay  the  actual  expenses  of  the 
Division,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Encampment  will  reconsider  its  ac- 
tion with  the  view  of  placing  the  per  capita  tax  at  sixteen  cents  as  before. 
That  is  all  I  want  to  say  on  the  subject. 

R.  J.  BOSWORTH,  of  Indiana  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded  that 
the  action  of  this  Encampment  adopting  the  second  recommendation  of  the 
Council-in-Chief  increasing  the  per  capita  tax  from  sixteen  to  twenty  cents 
be  reconsidered.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  All  in  favor  will  give  as- 
sent by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary,  if  any, 
the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  carried.  The  original  motion  to  adopt  the 
report  and  the  recommendations  of  the  Council-in-Chief  is  now  before  you. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  I  felt  when  we  had 
voted  for  that  recommendation  that  we  did  it  relying  on  the  wisdom  of  the 
Council-in-Chief  and  their  knowledge  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Or- 
der. I  did  it  in  good  faith,  believing  that  the  Council-in-Chief  had  looked 
over  the  ground  and  were  familiar  with  the  wants  and  the  requirements  of 
the  Order  ;  and  before  we  vote  again  I  would  like  the  Council  in  Chief  to 
tell  us  what  information  they  have  and  why  they  believe  it  is  necessary  to 
increase  the  per  capita  tax.  I  believe  they  will  be  sustained,  as  they  were 
in  the  first  place;  that  if  it  is  necessary  to  make  the  per  capita  tax  twenty 
cents  the  Commandery-in-Chief  will  do  it ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  well  for 
the  Council-in-Chief  to  state  the  facts  on  which  they  based  their  recommen- 
dation. 

R.  M.  BUCKLEY,  of  Kentucky:  Commander,  as  a  member  of  the 
Council -;n-Chief,  that  question  was  before  us  this  morning.  First  yester- 
day, by  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  Quartermaster-General— a  report 
that  will  be  later  read  before  this  body — that  report  shows,  my  brothers, 
that  in  the  last  three  or  four  years  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  our  surplus 
has  grown  smaller  and  smaller  each  year.  After  the  expenses  of  this  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief are  paid,  the  printing  of  the  proceedings,  etc.,  we  will  not 
have  a  dollar  left  here  for  the  incoming  administration  to  take  charge  of. 
While  some  of  us  thought  twenty  cents  might  be  a  little  large  we  could 
think  of  no  other  way  that  we  could  get  for  the  Commandery-in-Chief  reve- 
nue sufficient  to  run  the  organization.  The  recommendation  of  the  Coun- 
cil in-Chief  was  not  one  that  we  liked  to  make,  but  we  made  it  in  good  faith, 
and  we  want  every  brother  in  this  house  to  express  his  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject and  say  how  it  will  affect  his  division  or  his  Camp.  Now,  if  you  will 
hear  an  explanation  from  General  Loebenstein  I  think  the  members  of  this 
body  will  vote  for  that  recommendation.  It  may  seem  a  little  high  in  these 
hard  times,  but,  my  brothers,  we  felt  compelled  to  do  it. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF:  Has  Brother  Loebenstein  any  expla- 
nation to  make  ? 

QUARTERMASTER-  GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN:  Commander-in- 
Chief,  the  best  explanation  that  I  can  make  is  to  read  that  section  of  my  re- 
port to  this  body,  which  was  considered  by  the  Council-in-Chief,  and  then 
submit  some  figures.    In  my  report  I  say  : 
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I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  to  your  attention  what  may  prove  a  serious 
menace  to  the  Order.  No. complaint  has  been  made,  or  can  be  justly  made, 
that  the  affairs  of  the  Order  have  been  otherwise  than  economically  ad- 
ministered. But  our  revenues  are  being  constantly  reduced  and  our  sur- 
plus is  being  rapidly  extinguished.  At  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief 
Weeks1  administration  our  surplus  was  $5,685.00.  This  surplus  was  reduced 
to  $5,138.50  at  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief  Hall's  term  of  office  ;  in- 
creased to  $5,176.41  at  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief  Maccabe's  term; 
reduced  to  $4,190.21  at  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief  Bundy's  term; 
further  reduced  to  $3,601.24  at  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief  Russell's 
term;  and  again  reduced  to  $3,030.67  at  the  close  of  Commander-in-Chief 
Rake's  term.  Emergencies  may  arise  that  will  necessitate  increasing  our 
revenues,  and  if  this  Encampment  shall  again  fix  the  quarterly  per  capita 
fax  at  4  cents,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Council-in-Chief  should  be  em- 
powered to  raise  the  amount  of  such  quarterly  per  capita  tax,  should  neces- 
sity require. 

At  the  date  of  the  closing  of  my  report  on  the  23d  of  August  last,  the 
cash  balance  was  $1,160.  There  has  since  been  added  to  that  amount 
moneys  received  by  the  Adjutant-General  from  per  capita  tax  and  charter 
fees  amounting  to  $340,  making  a  total  in  round  numbers  of  $1,500.  Subse- 
quent to  the  date  of  that  report  there  has  been  paid  out  at  my  headquar- 
ters amounts  aggregating  $100.  There  was  due  the  Adjutant-General  for 
salary  up  to  the  close  of  this  Encampment  $125  ;  due  for  printing  the 
reports  of  the  officers,  $225.  The  expenses  of  this  National  Encampment 
will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  $650.  The  printing  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  Encampment  will  become  a  liability  virtually  as  soon  as  this  Encamp- 
ment closes,  making  in  addition  to  the  money  we  have  already  paid  for  the 
printing  of  these  reports,  $325,  making  a  total  of  $1,424  ;  which  will  leave  a 
cash  balance  at  the  disposal  of  the  next  administration  of  about  $75  or  $100. 
No  revenue  is  now  due  the  Commandery-in-Chief  until  the  end  of  the  cur- 
rent term,  the  September  term.  Divisions  have,  under  the  law,  thirty 
days  from  that  date  in  which  to  make  reports.  In  addition  to  this  thirty 
days  they  usually  take  from  thirty  to  sixty  days  grace,  which  will  bring  the 
matter  up  to  about  the  first  of  the  year.  In  the  meantime,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  contract  for  certain  supplies,  the  stock  of  supplies  at  the  close  of  an 
administration  is  usually  and  necessarily  low.  It  will  be  necessary  to  meet 
the  expenditure  for  rent,  for  salaries  and  other  incidental  expenses,  and 
the  revenues  of  the  Commandery  in-Chief  will  not  be  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude to  meet  these  expenditures.  Now,  my  brothers,  it  is  simply  a  question 
of  choice.  Certain  revenues  must  be  provided  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
Commandery-in  Chief.  We  can  anticipate  this  matter  now  by  raising  the 
per  capita  tax  and  providing  sufficieut  means,  or  we  can  wait  until  the  next 
Encampment  and  have  your  Quartermaster-General  and  your  Adjutant- 
General  report  a  large  amount  of  liabilities  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to 
be  paid.  I  believe  it  is  to  the  best  interest  of  the  organization  to  anticipate 
this  matter  and  raise  means  and  have  a  sufficient  amount  on  hand  to  meet 
our  bills  promptly  in  the  future  as  in  the  past.  The  expenses  of  the  current 
term  have  been  kept  down  ;  had  they  not  been,  instead  of  having  a  small 
surplus  in  cash,  we  would  have  had  nothing  on  hand  but  a  number  of  bills 
remaining  unpaid.  Our  revenues  during  the  current  term  have  been  de- 
creased in  round  figures  $1,400,  and  yet  the  surplus  has  been  reduced  less 
than  $600.  We  have  been  trying  to  run  the  Order  with  a  membership  of 
about  two-thirds  of  what  it  was,  with  the  revenues  curtailed  in  the  same 
proportion.  We  have  been  running  the  Order  with  a  per  capita  tax  of  four 
cents  a  quarter  on  a  membership  of  thirty-two  thousand  as  against  a 
membership  of  fifty-four  or  fifty-five  thousand.  Now,  with  a  membership 
of  a  little  over  thirty  thousand  we  are  trying  to  run  the  Order  on  a  per 
capita  tax  of  four  cents  a  quarter,  or  sixteen  cents  a  year.  This  increase 
in  the  per  capita  tax  is  in  my  opinion  absolutely  necessary.  It  is  bound  to 
come  sooner  or  later.  We  can  meet  it  now,  or  pay  our  bills  at  the  next 
Encampment.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  choice.  I  think  the  Encampment 
will  coincide  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Council-in-Chief,  and  fix  the 
per  capita  tax  for  the  ensuing  year  at  twenty  cents. 

LEWIS  A.  DILLEY,  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  would  ask  if  Past 
Adjutant-General  Borin  is  in  the  room.    If  he  is  we  would  like  to  hear 
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from  him  his  opinion  regarding  the  administration  of  the  finances  of  the 
Order. 

C.  A.  BORIN,  of  Kansas :  Commander  and  brothers,  I  endorsed  this 
recommendation  as  a  member  of  the  Council-in-Chief.  In  the  meeting  of 
the  Council-in-Chief  I  opposed  it.  I  opposed  it  in  order  to  get  the  views 
and  the  figures  and  the  statements  of  those  who  were  in  favor  of  it ;  in  order 
to  get  down  to  the  absolute  facts  in  the  matter.  I  opposed  it  just  as  this 
Commandery  is  opposing  it  now,  until  I  found  out  what  I  believed  to  be 
the  truth  in  the  matter.  I  opposed  it  in  order  to  get  the  truth,  in  order  to 
get  the  facts,  and  as  the  facts  are  presented  to  me  I  can  see  no  other  way, 
with  the  present  authorized  expenses,  of  doing  the  business  of  the  Com- 
mandery. I  know  of  no  other  way  of  raising  the  amount  necessary  to  be 
raised  as  revenue.  In  addition  to  what  General  Loebenstein  has  told  you 
you  must  remember  that  there  is  another  expenditure  that  in  all  probability 
will  be  necessarily  incurred  in  the  near  future,  and  that  is  the  expense  in- 
volved in  the  removal ,of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  headquarters.  Of  course 
that  is  a  contingency  that  must  be  considered.  If  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
headquarters  is  removed  the  expenses  will  be  quite  considerable.  When 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  headquarters  was  removed  to  its  present  loca- 
tion the  expense  was  something  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  freight 
charges.  The  Blue  Book  was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  General  Bundy's  ad- 
ministration. As  a  matter  of  fact  there  has  never  b  en  enough  funds  on 
hand  to  pay  for  the  publication  of  the  Blue  Book,  as  the  Quartermaster- 
General  will  bear  me  out  in  saying.  Time  after  time  we  considered  the 
propriety  of  going  in  debt  for  the  publication  of  the  Blue  Book,  but  we 
could  not  see  our  way  out ;  and  as  cautious  business  men  do  not  contract 
debts  unless  they  see  some  way  of  paying  them,  we  did  not  follow  out  the 
orders  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  and  have  the  Blue  Book  published,  be- 
cause we  did  not  have  the  money  to  pay  for  it.  So  you  see,  brothers,  it 
seems  to  be  a  painful  necessity  that  is  upon  us.  There  is  no  desire  to  be  ex- 
travagant upon  the  part  of  this  Council-in-Chief.  There  is  not  anything 
personal  in  it.  It  is  not  anything  that  we  want.  It  is  a  thing  that  we,  as  your 
servants,  feel  to  be  a  necessity,  and  for  that  reason  we  made  the  recommen- 
dation. 

E.  C.  PARKINSON,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  this  is  the  first  Sons 
of  Veterans'  Encampment  I  have  attended  for  some  years.  I  admire  very 
much  the  close  scrutiny  of  my  brothers  upon  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  have  business  of  another 
character  with  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  it  was  while  the  Council 
was  going  over  his  accounts.  I  am  somewhat  familiar  with  Grand  Army 
matters,  far  more  so  than  I  am  with  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  but  I  have  never 
seen  such  system,  such  order  and  correctness  as  I  witnessed  in  the  accounts 
of  the  Quartermaster-General  of  this  grand  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  (applause).  And  then  I  hear  him  say,  and  the  Council-in-Chief 
endorsing  his  statement,  that  the  financial  resources  of  the  Commandery 
are  too  small,  that  the  receipts  are  not  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses, 
though  he  has  been,  by  the  exercise  of  good  judgment  and  economy,  able  to 
reduce  and  curtail  them.  I  for  one  have  confidence  enough  in  him,  and 
confidence  enough  in  the  Council  in-Chief  to  vote  for  this  recommendation. 
1  trust  that  this  Encampment  will  vote  it  because  they  would  not  ask  for  it 
if  it  was  not  necessary.  We  do  not  want  our  officers,  in  my  judgment,  to  look 
forward  to  a  deficiency  for  some  other  set  of  officers  to  provide  for.  We  want 
to  provide  for  the  necessary  and  current  expenses  as  they  shall  come  in,  and 
I  trust  that  this  Encampment  will  adopt  the  recommendation  that  has  been 
made  by  the  Council-in-Chief.  (Applause  and  cries  of  "question,"  "ques- 
tion.") 

GEORGE  C.  HARVEY,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  know  one  thing 
in  connection  with  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  I  think  I  know  that  well,  and 
I  think  it  applies  to  every  Division  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  the 
Division  of  Indiana;  and  1  want  to  say  a  word  now  in  behalf  of  every  Di- 
vision in  the  United  States.  They  have  already  fixed  their  rates  of  taxation. 
I  call  it  taxation,  my  brothers,  because  that  is  what  it  is,  nothing  more  nor 
less  ;  and  I  am  a  man  that  is  in  favor  of  taxation.  It  is  the  fundamental 
principle  upon  which  this  government  rests  ;  but,  gentlemen,  I  am  opposed 


RECONSIDERATION  OF  THE  PER  CAPITA  TAX.  123 


to  taxation  to  the  death.  I  know  this  much,  Commander,  that  never  in  the 
history  of  the  four  or  five  National  Encampments  that  I  have  attended  have 
I  known  a  depleted  treasury  in  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  And  I  know  an- 
other thing,  my  brothers,  that  I  have  been  face  to  face  in  this  Division  and 
in  other  Divisions  in  the  United  States  with  a  great  many  depleted  Division 
treasuries.  In  Indiana  we  have  a  twelve  and  a-half  per  cent,  tax  upon  the 
brothers  with  which  to  pay  for  the  Division  headquarters  and  Division  ex- 
penses, and  upon  that  theory— 

W.  W.  WHEELER,  of  Connecticut  :  Commander,  1  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

W.  W.  WHEELER,  of  Connecticut:  Commander,  I  rise  to  inquire 
whether  the  brother  who  is  speaking  has  on  the  proper  regalia  of  the  Order,, 
the  badge  of  the  Order? 

(Colonel  Harvey  threw  back  his  coat  exhibiting  the  badge  of  the  Order 
worn  on  his  vest). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF :  The  badge  should  be  worn  on  the 
coat,  but  the  brother  will  proceed.  ; 

GEORGE  C.  HARVEY,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  know  that  the 
rate  of  taxation  in  the  Indiana  Division  was  fixed  upon  the  basis  that  the 
Division  would  have  to  pay  four  cents  per  quarter  .per  capita  tax  to  the 
Commandery-in-Chief.  It  was  put  at  a  sum  that  would  enable  us  to  do  thatr 
and,  we  hoped,  get  out  of  debt.  Now  several  Divisions  that  I  could  name- 
have  had  depleted  treasuries  for  years.  I  am  not  making  any  apology  for 
the  Indiana  Division.  I  am  proud  of  it.  I  commanded  it  myself  for  thir- 
teen months.  I  know  it  is  a  good  Division,  an  average  Division,  but  1  know 
that  every  Commander  from  the  time  of  good  old  Colonel  Walker  up  to  the 
present  time  has  had  to  fight  to  the  death  to  keep  its  head  above  water 
with  the  tax  that  is  already  levied.  Members  have  spoken  here  of  what 
maybe  done,  what  expenditures  may  be  voted  by  this  Encampment;  but 
let  us  levy  this  at  four  cents  per  quarter  and  order  our  expenditures  upon 
the  basis  of  the  income  that  will  be  thus  derived.  At  least  defeat  this  re- 
commendation this  time,  my  brothers.  If  this  thing  must  come,  if  these 
Divisions  must  go  down  in  their  pockets  for  this  additional  per  capita  tax,, 
let  them  prepare  for  it  in  their  Division  Encampments.  Do  not  put  the 
burden  upon  them  after  the  Division  Encampments  have  been  held  and  all 
their  financial  arrangements  made  upon  the  basis  that  the  per  capita  tax 
to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  was  to  be  four  cents  per  quarter.  Do  not  put 
the  burden  of  raising  this  tax  upon  the  Division  Commanders,  one  cent  a 
quarter  on  each  member  more  than  any  of  them  anticipated,  more  than 
the  Division  anticipated.  I  say  to  you  that  it  looks  like  ruin  to  more  than 
one  Division.  Let  us  vote  and  talk  in  this  Commandery  upon  the  theory 
that  if  the  treasury  is  in  danger  of  being  exhausted  it  must  economize  the 
same  as  individuals  have  to  do,  the  same  as  the  Divisions  have  to  do 
(applause).  Do  not  make  appropriations  here  that  we  cannot  meet.  We 
have  to  meet  this  thing  in  our  Divisions.  We  did  it  at  one  time  in  the 
Indiana  Division  by  adopting  a  resolution  that  each  delegate  to  the 
National  Encampment  should  pay  his  own  expenses.  That  action  was 
taken,  my  friends,  because  the  Division  could  not  afford  to  pay  them.  Put 
some  tax  of  that  kind  upon  some  of  these  C°Iimiandery-in-Chief  officers, 
and  let  them  get  their  reward  in  the  honors  that  they  have  been  l  eaping 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  let  them  not  be  drawing  upon  the 
treasury  day  after  day,  and  dollar  after  dollar  (applause)  ;  I  am  not  making 
any  personal  attack  upon  any  brother,  but  I  say  that  there  is  room  for 
economy  in  our  National  treasury.  Economy  has  been  forced  upon  our 
Division  and  upon  other  Divisions,  both  at  National  Encampments  and  at 
home  ;  let  the  Commandery-in-Chief  officers  exercise  more  economy  and  I 
pledge  my  word  that  it  will  be  found  at  the  next  National  Encampment  at 
Cincinnati  (laughter)  that  four  cents  is  sufficient. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  :  Do  I  understand  the  brother  to 
say  that  we  have  already  selected  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  next  En- 
campment ? 
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GEORGE  C.  HARVEY,  of  Indiana:  Wherever  the  Encampment 
meets,  four  cents  will  be  found  sufficient. 

W.  R.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  Brother  Harvey  has 
well  said  that  it  looks  like  death  to  some  of  these  Divisions  to  increase  this 
tax  at  this  time.  I  am  with  him  when  he  says  that.  I  say  that  it  is  highly 
proper  that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  should  cut  corners  in  some  places  as 
well  as  the  Divisions.  I  know  that  in  my  own  Division  we  have  been 
unable  to  pay  expenses  that  aught  to  have  been  paid.  We  have  been 
unable  to  send  our  representatives  to  the  National  Encampment  unless 
they  could  afford  to  pay  their  own  way.  Now  it  is  not  the  right  thing  to 
further  decrease  the  revenues  of  our  Divisions.  To  do  so  would  make  it 
impossible  almost  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Division  within 
itself.  We  do  not  plead  any  special  poverty.  We  are,  as  Brother  Harvey  has 
said,  a  fair  average  Division,  and  the  men  in  it  are  fair  average  men;  we 
do  not  want  to  plead  poverty,  but  we  do  not  want  to  be  taxed  out  of  exist- 
ence, and  we  do  not  feel  that  at  this  time  it  is  proper  to  put  an  additional 
tax  of  this  kind  upon  us.  We  hope  that  the  sense  of  this  Encampment  will 
not  be  to  increase  the  per  capita  tax  at  this  time. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Commander,  the 
remarks  of  Past  Commander  Harvey  were  not  statements  of  facts  in  all 
particulars.  The  appropriations  which  Brother  Harvey  referred  to  are 
not  appropriations  which  it  is  optional  with  this  Commandery-in-Chief  to 
make  or  not  to  make.  These  liabilities  that  now  stand  against  us  are 
liabilities  which  have  been  incurred  and  must  be  paid  whether  it  pleases 
this  Commandery-in  Chief  to  pay  them  or  not. 

GEORGE  C.  HARVEY,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  one  question  ?  1  suppose  that  the  incoming  Quartermaster- 
General  will  expect  a  few  dollars  in  on  the  basis  of  the  four  per  cent,  per 
capita  tax. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN:  I  tried  to  explain 
that,  Commander,  that  the  revenue  would  not  be  available  until  after  the 
first  of  the  year. 

GEORGE  C.  HARVEY,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  my  point  was  that 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  should  economize  on  what  you  get  in  from 
now  on. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Commander,  these 
amounts  must  be  paid.  There  are  bills  in  now,  and  there  are  bills  for  ex- 
penses that  will  occur  between  now  and  the  first  of  the  year.  We  will  have 
current  expenses  during  this  time.  Our  per  capita  tax  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing September  30th  will  not  be  due  until  October  30th,  and  before  those 
funds  are  available  it  will  be  the  first  of  December.  We  will  have  received 
part  before,  but  not  much  before.  These  other  expenses  must  be  met.  The 
Council-in-Chief  at  all  times  in  the  past  in  their  reports  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Commandery-in  Chief  have  differed  widely  with  the 
conclusions  of  Brother  Harvey.  Brother  Harvey  comes  to  the  National 
Encampment  and  forms  his  own  conclusions  hastily  and  without  investiga- 
tion. The  members  of  the  Council-in  Chief  audit  the  books  of  the  organi- 
zation and  examine  its  affairs  closely.  There  is  not  the  expenditure  of  one 
cent  by  any  officer  of  the  Cornmandery  in-Chief  for  which  a  receipt  is  not 
taken.  Every  one  of  these  receipts  is  submitted  to  the  members  of  the 
Council-in-Chief;  and  I  cite  the  gentleman  to  the  reports  of  the  various 
Councils-in-Chief,  in  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Encamp- 
ments for  six  or  seven  or  eight  years  past,  and  defy  him  to  find  one  word  of 
criticism  ;  but  on  the  other  hand  he  will  find  the  Commandery-in-Chief  of- 
ficers commended  each  year  for  their  economical  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Cornmandery.  No  word  of  criticism  upon  them  has  ever  been 
heard  within  the  halls  of  the  Encampment  until  the  criticism  made  to-day 
by  Colonel  Harvey. 

GEORGE  C.  HARVEY,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  hope  the  Quarter- 
master-General did  not  understand  that  I  am  charging  dishonesty  on  the 
part  of  any  officer  of  the  National  Cornmandery. 

QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN:  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  there  is  any  question  of  honesty  or  dishonesty  in  it ;  that  it  is 
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simply  a  question  of  economy.  That  was  it  exactly.  And  I  maintain  that 
the  members  of  the  Council-in-Chief,  who  have  before  them  in  detail  the 
expenditures  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  are  far  better  qualified  to  judge 
of  the  economy  or  extravagance  of  the  administration  of  Commandery-in- 
Chief  affairs  than  is  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  who  simply  glances  at  the 
report  and  has  not  had  the  facilities  for  examination  that  are  afforded  the 
Council-in  Chief.  I  have  no  interest  in  this  matter.  I  presume  that  the 
bills  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  will  be  paid  some  time.  I  will  say  one 
thing,  that  any  bills  contracted  by  me  as  an  officer  of  this  organization  will 
be  paid  in  the  future  as  they  have  been  paid  in  the  past,  promptly  ;  whether 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  had  the  money  to  pay  for  them  or  not,  they  were 
paid  promptly  and  they  will  be  in  the  future  (applause).  But  it  is  not 
policy,  it  is  not  right,  to  ask  any  officer  of  this  organization  to  defray  its  ex- 
penses and  wait  until  the  revenues  come  in  to  remunerate  himself.  These 
expenditures  must  be  met.  The  incoming  administration  will  begin  busi- 
ness virtually  without  a  dollar  at  thftir  disposal  until  the  revenues  from  the 
per  capita  tax  for  the  quarter  ending  September  30th  are  at  their  disposal. 
The  Council-in-Chief  make  the  recommendation  that  the  proceedings  shall 
be  put  out  within  ninety  days.  When  they  are  gotten  out  they  must  be 
paid  for.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  purely  a  business  proposition  and  that 
the  brother  from  New  York  placed  the  matter  in  the  strongest  light  possi- 
ble when  he  said  it  was  not  well  for  this  organization  to  look  forward  to  a 
deficit.  That  is  most  assuredly  what  we  will  have  to  face.  Consider  the  re- 
duction in  the  surplus  in  the  last  five  years.  You  can  see  that  the  result  is 
inevitable.  The  surplus  is  just  about  what  it  was  at  the  close  of  Comman- 
der-in-Chief Weeks'  administration.  We  have  had  able  Commanders  in  this 
Order.  They  ha.ve  tried  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Order  as  economi- 
cally as  they  could.  1  do  not  know  of  any  brother  who  is  getting  rich  off 
the  Commandery.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  services  of  any  officer  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  are  overpaid.  The  men  who  fill  these  positions — and 
I  say  this  without  any  personal  reference,  and  if  it  has  any  I  beg  the  par- 
don of  the  Encampment— but  the  men  who  filled  these  positions  in  the  past 
have  been  men  who  could  earn  larger  salaries  in  any  other  walk  of  life. 
They  are  not  men  whose  services  have  been  overpaid.  They  are  not  men 
who  have  sought  to  drag  dollars  from  the  organization.  The  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  staff  have  a  year's  hard  labor,  and  they  obtain  from  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief what  ?  Magnificent  salaries  ?  No.  Simply  their  expenses 
to  the  Annual  Encampment  where  duty  calls  them.  Take  the  members  of 
the  Council-in-Chief,  take  all  the  members  of  the  staff  with  the  exception  of 
the  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster-General,  not  a,  cent  do  they  re- 
ceive for  their  services,  but  simply  their  bare  expenses  to  the  Annual  En- 
campment of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF :  Brother  Loebenstein  is  making  an 
error  that  the  Chair  cannot  permit  to  pass  without  notice.  The  Comman- 
der-in-Chief has  been  for  a  number  of  years  getting  a  cent  a  day.  You  want 
to  be  accurate. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN:  That  is  true,  but 
the  Commander-in-Chief  has  never  insisted  upon  collecting  it.  The  reve- 
nues would  be  further  reduced  if  he  had  done  so.  But  in  all  seriousness 
this  is  a  matter  of  importance,  and  in  which  oratory  should  have  no  place. 
We  have  heard  about  the  poor  farmer  boy.  We  have  heard  about  the  de- 
pleted condition  of  the  nation,  but  on  the  other  hand  I  can  cite  you  to  a 
number  of  Divisions,  Divisions  that  have  made  the  greatest  progress,  and 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  those  Divisions  to  day  will  vote  as  a 
unit  for  the  increased  per  capita  tax  ;  and  with  this  fact  before  them  it 
might  be  well  for  the  brothers  who  are  complaining  to  look  within  the 
bounds  of  their  own  Division  for  the  cause,  if  their  Division  treasuries  are 
in  such  sadly  depleted  condition. 

J.  V.  B.  CLARKSON,  of  New  YTork  :  Commander,  I  would  like  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  the  profit  and  loss  account  in 
the  printed  reports  which  you  all  have,  and  you  will  see  there  where  our 
income  comes  from  and  where  our  money  goes  to.  I  believe  in  economy. 
I  appreciate  everything  that  the  Quarteruiaster-General  has  said  because  I 
was  at  one  time  in  the  same  office  and  I  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  it. 
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You  will  notice  that  on  the  supply  account  there  is  a  profit.  That  is  as  far 
as  the  initiative  of  the  Quartermaster-General  goes.  All  of  the  other  income 
<jomes  from  the  efforts  of  the  Division  Commanders  in  securing  new  Camps 
and  in  securing  the  per  capita  tax  from  the  old  Camps.  The  expenses  are 
very  largely  fixed  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and  if  a  question  of  econ- 
omy comes  in  the  gentlemen  who  are  talking  against  the  recommendation 
of  the  Quartermaster-General  must  bring  before  this  meeting  some  means 
by  which  that  economy  can  be  secured.  Shall  we  cut  down  the  expenses  of 
the  officers  of  the  Gommandery-in-Chief  ?  Pay  them  half?  Or  pay  them 
nothing?  Shall  we  cut  down  the  salary  of  the  Adjutant-General  and  the 
■Quartermaster- General  ?  Shall  we  cut  down  the  rent  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General's  headquarters  and  the  Adjutant-General's  office  ?  If  you  are  going 
to  talk  about  economy  we  must  get  upon  some  definite  plan  of  economy,  in- 
asmuch as  we  gentlemen  here  fix  the  expenses  which  must  be  paid  by  the 
■Quartermaster- General.  If  we  desire  to  have  the  Commandery  officers 
work  an  entire  year,  and  insist  upon  their  attendance  at  our  meetings  at 
great  expense,  well  and  good.  Pay  them  nothing.  Let  them  come.  Let 
the  honor  be  sufficient.  Let  them  work  day  in  and  day  out  as  we  all  expect 
them  to  do  and  pay  thern  nothing,  and  then  find  fault  with  them  because 
they  do  not  come  here,  when  perhaps  they  cannot  afford  it.  The  life  of  this 
Order  is  right  in  this  meeting  here,  right  in  this  Commandery -in  Chief.  It 
must  be  maintained  if  we  are  going  to  have  a  National  Order.  Next  to  that 
comes  the  Divisions.  For  myself  I  cannot  see  where  the  economy  is  going 
to  come  in.  I  believe  we  have  been  as  economical  as  we  can  consistently 
with  good  government.  I  know  what  the  office  of  the  Adjutant-General  is 
and  the  duties  involved  in  it.  They  are  very  laborious.  I  know  what  the 
duties  of  the  Quartermaster-General  are.  They  are  very  laborious,  and  the 
salary  is  no  adequate  compensation.  If  the  gentlemen  present  will  examine 
the  books  of  the  Quartermaster  General  they  will  be  delighted.  They  are 
model  books,  model  accounts,  and  they  are  good  enough  for  any  bank  in 
this  country.  1  trust  that  if  the  economy,  or  rather  the  cutting  down  of 
•expenses,  is  to  be  insisted  upon  the  opponents  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Quartermaster-General  and  the  Council-in-Chief  will  bring  forward  some 
consistent  plan  by  which  these  economies,  which  they  desire  so  much,  can 
be  brought  into  perfection.  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  be.  I  think  they 
are  pretty  well  down  to  rock  bed,  and  I  favor  most  earnestly  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Quartermaster-General  and  the  Council-in-Chief. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :  Commander  and  brothers,  this  is  not 
a  question  of  sentiment.  It  is  a  question  of  practical  business.  I  think  this 
Encampment  has  been  enlightened  by  General  Loebenstein's  report,  his 
verbal  report,  at  this  time.  I  think  we  know  more  of  the  situation  than  we 
did  when  we  opened  this  discussion,  but,  gentlemen,  there  are  two  sides  to 
the  question  still.  Shall  the  Cominandery-in-Chief  tax  Divisions  out  of  ex- 
istence, tax  Divisions  which  are  not  able  to  bear  it  ?  I  can  say  that  the  Di- 
vision of  Indiana  has  had  a  hard  struggle.  I  know  that  at  the  last  Division 
Encampment  the  condition  of  affairs  was  very  serious.  Colonel  Harvey  is 
not  speaking  because  he  thinks  his  Camp  does  not  want  to  pay  this.  It  is 
too  heavy  considering  the  resources  of  the  Division.  At  the  last  Encamp- 
ment we  made  up  a  deficiency,  and  we  raised  four  hundred  dollars  on  the 
floor  of  the  Encampment,  and  Colonel  Harvey  contributed  a  large  share  of 
that;  and  the  Indiana  Encampment  fixed  their  per  capita  tax  in  contem- 
plation of  the  four  cent  per  quarter  tax  from  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 
The  resources  of  the  Division  are  fixed,  and  the  expenditures  must  be  with 
reference  to  their  resources.  They  have  to  economize,  and  it  would  be  well 
if  a  lesson  in  economy  should  emanate  from  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  I 
will  not  say  that  many  of  these  appropriations  are  not  necessary.  They  are 
highly  necessary  and  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  but  I  do  believe  that  the 
Commandery-in-Chief,  that  the  National  body,  can  retrench  in  expenditure 
if  necessary  ;  and  if  it  comes  to  a  question  whether  at  the  next  National  En- 
campment we  shall  be  confronted  with  a  small  deficiency  in  the  treasury 
of  the  National  body,  or  whether  there  shall  be  a  deficiency  to  that  amount 
in  the  treasury  of  a  half  dozen  or  a  dozen  Divisions  of  the  Order,  I  do  not 
know  but  it  had  better  be  found  in  the  National  treasury,  because  here  on 
his  floor  we  can  immediately  raise  the  money  to  meet  it.  I  believe  econ- 
omy should  be  practiced  by  the  National  body,  and  there  should  be  a  desire 
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to  stimulate  and  help  and  keep  in  running  order  the  Divisions  ;  there  should 
be  a  feeling  that  no  Division  should  be  discouraged  by  a  forced  deficiency 
which  it  had  no  opportunity  to  anticipate  at  its  State  Encampment.  I  am 
against  the  adoption  of  the  recommendation. 

MICHAEL  CROWLEY,  of  New  Hampshire:  Commander,  we  have 
had  considerable  of  a  discussion  on  this  important  subject.  I  have  perfect 
confidence,  and  every  man  that  has  assembled  here  to-day  has,  in  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  If  we  had  not  we  would  let  them  go.  I 
have  confidence  that  when  they  ask  for  what  they  do  ask,  an  increase  of 
four  cents  per  annum  in  the  per  capita  tax,  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  each 
one  of  us  individually  and  to  the  best  interest  of  the  Order.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve Brother  Loebenstein  has  asked  for  anything  except  what  is  right  and 
just,  and  it  should  be  voted  without  any  more  talking. 

A.  W.  JONES,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  feeling  the  interest  that  I  do  in 
this  Order,  believing  that  it  must  be  maintained,  looking  forward  to  its  fu- 
ture, I  see  that  something  must  be  done.  In  my  judgment  here  is  a  crisis, 
and  unless  we  act  wisely  we  do  not  know  what  will  become  of  the  Order. 
We  must  not  kill  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg  at  this  period,  and  I 
want  to  stop  to  inquire  seriously  of  the  different  Divisions  of  this  Order  and 
see  what  they  are  going  to  do  with  this  increased  expenditure.  To  day  in 
Ohio  we  have  a  tax  of  fifty  cents  upon  each  member.  Sixteen  cents  of  that 
has  been  going  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  Shall  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  say  that  they  shall  have  forty  per  cent,  of  the  revenues  of  each  State, 
and  each  State  must  be  kept  up  on  sixty  per  cent,  of  its  own  revenues  ?  I 
think,  Commander-in-Chief,  if  you  undertake  to  increase  this  per  capita 
tax  you  will  absolutely  decrease  the  receipts  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
(applause)  ;  you  will  destroy  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg  (applause)  ; 
I  know  how  it  is  in  Ohio.  They  are  mostly  young  men.  They  are  not  mil- 
lionaires. I  think  it  would  be  better,  for  one  I  would  rather,  that  we  would 
go  down  in  our  pockets  and  pay  this  possible  deficiency  than  say  to  the  dif- 
ferent Divisions  you  shall  yield  up  forty  per  cent,  of  your  entire  revenue  and 
hand  it  over  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  ;  that  is  what  you  are  going  to 
ask  them  to  do.  You  know,  and  the  different  Division  Commanders  know, 
how  hard  it  is  to  keep  up  the  Order  in  the  different  States  and  pay  the  per  cap- 
ita tax  to-day  of  sixteen  cents.  Mark  my  words — I  make  the  prediction  now — 
if  you  increase  the  per  capita  tax  suspensions  will  increase  in  the  Camps, 
and  you  will  have  less  revenue  at  twenty  cents  than  you  are  now  having  at 
sixteen  cents.  Another  thing,  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  any  officer  of  this 
Encampment ;  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  every  one  has  done 
his  duty  and  his  whole  duty.  But  while  that  is  true,  it  is  also  true  they 
would  like  more  resources.  There  must  some  way  be  found  for  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief to  get  along  until  the  Order  can  be  recruited  upon  its 
present  basis.  It  seems  to  me,  Commander-in-Chief,  if  you  do  not  do  it  you 
are  ringing  the  death  knell  of  this  Order.  I  am  speaking  not  as  a  prophet, 
but  as  a  friend  of  the  Order.  There  must  be  some  reduction.  We  must 
bring  our  expenses  within  our  revenues  or  the  Order  is  a  failure.  Now, 
over  in  Ohio,  we  are  using  every  effort  in  the  world.  Every  Past  Commander, 
every  officer,  everybody,  is  putting  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  we  are 
trying  to  put  Ohio  back  where  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  We  cannot  doit,  we 
will  not  be  able  to  do  it,  if  you  insist  upon  taxing  us  more  at  this  time. 
Some  way,  by  some  means,  either  by  a  Committee  upon  Retrenchment  and 
Reform,  or  in  some  other  way,  we  have  got  to  do  it.  The  way  can  be  found, 
Commander-in-Chief,  without  any  doubt  whatever.  A  way  can  be  found 
to  bring  expenses"  within  our  revenue.  I  do  insist,  for  the  good  of  this  Or- 
der, that  we  allow  the  per  capita  tax  to  stand  as  it  is  at  the  present  time, 
and  it  occurs  to  me  that  there  is  no  question  now  before  this  Encampment, 
in  a  parliamentary  way,  and  for  that  reason  I  move  that  this  report  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  committee  with  instructions  to  amend  their  report  by 
inserting  sixteen  in  place  of  twenty.  Let  us  try  it  the  same  way  for  another 
year.  (Applause). 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  with  the  experience 
of  fifteen  years  in  this  organization,  in  all  my  experience  I  have  never 
known  a  charter  to  be  surrendered  because  of  an  increase  of  the  per  capita 
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tax.  I  have  never  known  that  to  occur.  I  can  remember  when  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Division  we  were  two  thousand  dollars  in  debt,  and  we  in- 
creased our  per  capita  tax  and  in  one  year  we  gained  fifty-two  Camps  with 
the  increased  per  capita  tax.  The  delegates  from  Pennsylvania  have  been 
sitting  here  waiting  to  hear  something  definite  in  regard  to  the  suggested 
retrenchment  that  has  been  talked  about.  We  are  ready  to  vote  for  a  re- 
duction of  the  per  capita  tax  when  you  point  out  the  way.  You  have 
talked  retrenchment,  but  you  have  failed  to  point  out  where  it  is  to  come 
in.  I  believe  the  Council-in-Chief  are  fully  cognizant  of  all  the  points  on 
this  question,  and  the  Quartermaster-General  has  given  us  a  very  plain  ex- 
planation of  what  he  wants  and  of  the  money  that  will  be  required.  On 
the  other  hand  the  brothers  opposed  to  this  recommendation  have  talked 
of  retrenchment,  but  they  have  failed  to  tell  us  where  we  are  going  to  re- 
trench. Now  if  the  brother  can  tell  us  of  Pennsylvania  where  we  can 
retrench  and  how  we  can  get  along  with  sixteen  cents  we  are  willing  to  vote 
with  him,  but  not  without. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  the  brother  from  Penn- 
sylvania accuses  us  of  not  telling  him  how  we  may  retrench.  I  will  ask  him 
a  harder  question.  If  we  make  the  assessment  of  this  extra  four  cents, 
will  he  please  tell  us  where  the  four  cents  will  come  from  ?  (Applause). 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania :  Yes,  sir,  Commander  ;  I  believe 
there  is  a  sufficient  amount  of  patriotism  and  enthusiasm  and  American 
spunk  in  this  organization  to  pay  the  other  four  cents.  (Applause). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF:  Brothers,  I  desire  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  we  are  rapidly  approaching  seven  o'clock  and  it  has  been 
announced  that  the  Governor  and  others  will  hold  a  reception  here  at 
eight  o'clock.  We  simply  want  to  bear  that  in  mind.  I  am  quite  as  much 
interested  as  you  are  in  the  discussion  proceeding  at  the  present  time. 

RECOMMENDATION  LAID  ON  THE  TABLE. 

E.  R.  CAMPBELL,  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  it  seems  to  me  this  is 
a  most  important  question.  No  one  is  charging  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
mandery  in- Chief  with  extravagance.  No  one  presumes  for  a  moment  that 
they  have  expended  money  that  they  ought  not  have  expended,  or  con- 
tracted bills  that  were  not  proper  and  right,  or  that  we  should  not  meet 
those  expenses  in  due  time.  It  has  been  stated  on  this  floor  that  if  we  in- 
crease the  per  capita  tax  it  will  tax  certain  Divisions  or  certain  Camps  out 
of  the  Order.  We  cannot  afford  to  do  that ;  and  it  occurs  to  me  that  there 
is  something  radically  wrong  in  this  organization  when  this  state  of  facts 
presents  itself,  and  with  the  view  of  having  an  investigation  of  the  matter 
to  its  very  core,  and  understanding  what  the  Committee  on  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  will  bring  before  this  body,  I  move  you,  sir,  that 
this  whole  question  be  deferred,  or  laid  on  the  table,  until  after  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  have  reported. 

SURGEON-GENERAL  MABBS  :   Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  occurs  to  the  Chair  that  the  sug- 
gestion is  a  very  good  one  because  we  may  untangle  the  whole  question  by 
considering  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations first.  Is  it  your  motion,  Col.  Campbell,  to  lay  on  the  table  in- 
definitely ? 

E.  R.  CAMPBELL,  of  Maryland  :  Yes,  Commander,  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

A.  W.  JONES,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
table  will  carry  with  it  all  the  motions,  and  lay  them  there  until  we  take 
them  up. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Yes,  naturally  ;  and  it  will  give  the 
other  committee  an  opportunity  to  report  first. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  will  not  we  then  have 
this  discussion  all  over  again  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  will  help 
us  out  of  the  difficulty.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?   The  question  is 
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to  lay  the  whole  matter  on  the  table.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands. 
Contrary  the  same  sign.  The  motion  seems  to  be  carried.  The  motion  is 
carried,  and  the  matter  is  laid  upon  the  table. 

RECESS  UNTIL  NINE  A.  M.,  FRIDAY. 

R.  M.  BUCKLEY,  of  Kentucky:  Commander,  I  move  the  Comman- 
dery-in-Chief  do  now  take  recess  until  to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF  :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  do  now  take  recess  until  nine  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning.  All  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  assent  by  the  usual  voting 
sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is 
carried.  Before  declaring  recess  I  will  say  that  the  committee  of  the 
Indiana  Division  have  indeed  been  fortunate  in  getting  for  us  this  beauti- 
ful hall  in  which  to  hold  our  sessions.  The  Governor  of  this  great  State 
has  gone  out  of  his  way  to  assist  them  in  many  respects  ;  and  there  will  be, 
beginning  at  eight  o'clock  this  evening,  a  reception  here ;  and  it  is  re- 
quested and  hoped  that  every  Son  of  a  Veteran  in  this  city  will  be  upon 
this  floor  this  evening.  The  Encampment  now  takes  recess  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  nine  o'clock. 


FRIDAY  MORNING  SESSION. 


Friday,  September  10th,  1897. 
The  Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Encampment  will  come  to 
order.  Inspector-General,  are  you  satisfied  that  all  present  are  entitled  to 
remain  ? 

THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL  :    Commander,  I  am. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:    The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the 

roll. 

(Roll  call  No.  3). 

PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  WALKER,  OF  THE  G.  A.  R, 

INTRODUCED. 

CHARLES  A.  BOOKWALTER,  of  Indiana :  Commander  and  broth- 
ers, I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  to  this  Commandery-in-Chief,  Hon. 
1.  N.  Walker,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  (Applause). 

'THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  General  Walker,  I  do  not  need  to 
say  to  you  that  you  are  welcome  here,  for  the  Commandery-in-Chief  have 
anticipated  my  remarks.  You  are  at  liberty  to  occupy  any  part  of  the  hall 
you  desire,  sir. 

REAR  ADMIRAL  BROWN  INTRODUCED. 

CHARLES  A.  BOOKWALTER,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  Indiana  at 
one  time  produced  a  Secretary  of  the  Navy  who,  it  is  said,  remarked,  when 
he  was  first  shown  a  war  vessel  in  the  Navy  Yard,  that  "the  blamed  old 
thing  is  hollow."  Indiana  has  produced  another  man  who  is  well  known 
all  over  the  country,  and  who  knew  all  the  time  that  the  blamed  old  thing 
was  hollow.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  Rear  Admiral  George 
Brown,  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Admiral  Brown,  it  gives  this  En- 
campment great  pleasure  to  welcome  within  its  walls  one  who  has  risen  to 
the  highest  rank  of  the  American  Navy  through  meritorious  conduct  and 
actual  service  extending  over  a  half  century.  We  trust  to  be  able  to  meet 
you  at  many  more  Encampments.  (Applause). 
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I  understand  the  Adjutant-General  has  some  communications  he  desires 
to  read  at  this  time. 

CONGRATULATORY  TELEGRAMS. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL:  Commander,  I  have  received  the  fol- 
lowing communications  : 

Union  Station,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  September  9,  1897. 
General  James  L.  Rake,  Commander-in-Chief  S.  V.,  U.  S.  A.,  Indianap- 
olis, Ind.  : 

Lincoln  Camp  extends  fraternal  greeting. to  the  Commandery. 

FRED  E.  ERNST,  Capt.  Comdy. 


Dbs  Moines,  Iowa,  September  9,  1897. 
Gen.  Jas.  L.  Rake,  Commander -in  Chief  S.  V.,  U.  S.  A.,  Indianapolis: 
Convey  to  the  brothers  my  kindest  wishes  and  best  regards. 

GUY  R.  CARSON. 


Paterson,  N.  J.,  August  30,  1897. 

Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Sixteenth  National  Encampment,  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, U.  S.  A.  : 

You  are  cordialiy  invited  to  participate  in  the  exercises  attending  the 
laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  headquarters  building  of  Hugh  C. 
Irish  Camp,  No.  8,  New  Jersey  Division,  Sous  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  at  145 
Broadway,  this  city,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  September  18th,  1897,  at  two 
o'clock.  The  exercises  at  the  building  will  be  preceded  by  a  parade,  which 
will  assemble  at  the  Camp  room,  No.  90  Washington  Street,  at  one  p.  m., 
and  move  at  half-past  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  sharp.  Your  acceptance  of  this 
invitation  will  be  appreciated  by  the  committee. 

GEORGE  W.  POLLITT, 
ABRAM  M.  DECKER, 
WILLIAM  G.  DUNKERLEY, 
ARTHUR  I.  VESCELIUS, 
JOHN  D.  HOPPER. 

Arthur  I.  Vesceejus,  Secretary, 
89  Broadway,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BATTLEFIELD  MONUMENTS. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  communications  read  by  the 
Adjutant- General  will  be  spread  upon  the  minutes.  The  first  business  in 
order  this  morning  is  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Constitution,  Rules 
and  Regulations.  I  understand  that  committee  is  ready  to  report,  but  if 
there  is  no  objection  we  will  first  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
at  the  Knoxville  Encampment  to  consider  the  expediency  of  erecting  peace 
monuments  on  the  battlefield  parks  of  Gettysburg,  Shiloh  and  Chickamauga. 
The  committee  was  continued  from  the  last  Encampment.  The  report  will 
probably  not  cause  any  discussion  and  can  be  disposed  of  shortly.  Brother 
Campbell  is  chairman  of  the  committee. 

E.  R.  CAMPBELL,  of  Maryland,  chairman  of  the  committee,  sub- 
mitted and  read  the  following  report : 

Washington,  D.  O,  Septembers,  1897. 
To  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.  : 

Sir  : — The  committee  appointed  by  the  Knoxville  Encampment,  in  the 
year  1895,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  erecting  monuments  on  the  battle- 
field parks  of  Gettysburg,  Shiloh  and  Chickamauga,  and  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  uniting  with  the  Sons  of  Confed- 
erate Veterans  in  erecting  peace  monuments  upon  said  battlefields,  com- 
posed of  the  following  named  brothers,  viz.  :  Hon.  Webster  Davis,  Mo.  ; 
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Colonels  W.  S.  Oberdorf,  N.  Y. ;  Josiah  Gross,  La.  ;  George  F.  Wolz,  Neb., 
and  myself  as  chairman,  were,  on  the  fourth  of  December  of  that  year,  or- 
ganized, and  Brother  Oberdorf  was  appointed  secretary  and  Brother  Davis 
treasurer. 

The  members  of  the  committee  were  invited  to  correspond  with  such 
persons  and  organizations  as  they  deemed  proper,  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
"information  upon  which  recommendations  could  be  based,  of  course  with- 
out expense  to  the  Order.  Up  to  this  time  nothing  of  importance  has  been 
received  by  the  chairman  from  any  source  whatsoever. 

It  may  be  proper  to  report  that  R.  E.  Lee  Camp,  Sons  of  Confederate 
Veterans,  Richmond,  Va.,  with  whom  correspondence  was  had,  questioned 
•our  sincerity  and  the  authority  of  the  committee,  and  requested  a  duly  cer- 
tified copy  of  the  record  showing  the  appointment  of  the  same.  They  also 
informed  me,  through  their  secretary,  that  after  the  legality  of  our  com- 
mittee should  be  established  they  would  consider  the  matter,  but  were  in 
doubt  as  to  the  merit  of  the  project,  and  other  things. 

A  communication  has  been  received  from  Headquarters  Grand  Camp, 
Confederate  Veterans,  written  upon  an  official  letter  head,  on  which  was 
displayed,  in  colors,  the  Virginia  State  flag,  together  with  the  rebel  flag  of 
1861  to  1865— stars  and  bars.  The  envelope  in  which  the  same  was  trans- 
mitted was  also  ornamented  with  rebel  emblems  in  colors. 

Illness  prevented  me  from  attending  the  Encampment  in  1896,  and  a 
note  addressed  to  a  brother  of  the  Maryland  Division,  with  the  request  that 
he  offer  my  excuse,  was  turned  over  to  a  member  of  the  committee,  who 
submitted  it  as  a  partial  report  of  the  committee.  (See  proceedings  1896, 
page  123). 

General  Orders  No.  2,  Series  1897,  gives  information  of  the  continuance 
of  the  committee. 

This  report  is  made  with  a  view  to  definite  action,  or  specific  instruc- 
tions by  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and  is  without  expense  to  the  Order, 
even  to  the  amount  of  a  postage  stamp. 

Possibly  it  may  be  well  to  suggest  that  this  committee  erect  the  desired 
monuments  at  their  own  expense,  or  that  an  association  be  .formed  which 
may  be  continued  until  the  Order  shall  have  reached  a  sufficient  number  of 
members  to  warrant  the  expense  of  doing  the  work  favorable  to  the  true 
principles  underlying  this  organization,  and  teaching  patriotism,  of  com- 
memorating the  honorable  deeds  of  our  fathers  and  of  preserving  the  mem- 
ory of  the  fallen  heroes  who  died  for  our  flag.  Then  we  shall  deserve  the 
patronage  of  the  Union  soldier  whose  magnanimity  accepted  the  enemies  of 
our  country  as  citizens  and  preserved  that  peace  established  through  the 
sacrifices  of  our  people,  that  brought  and  maintained  happiness  to  an  undi- 
vided nation  and  which  emulates*  the  example  of  Him  who  preached  charity 
to  the  world  and  taught  us  that  it  was  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive. 

With  a  view  to  carrying  this  work  to  completion  I  have  the  honor  to 
.recommend  that  the  following  be  adopted  by  this  Encampment  : 

TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN. 

This  is  to  certify  :  That  we,  whose  names  are  hereunto  signed,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  a  part  of  whom  are  residents  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  are  desirous  of  forming  an  organization  under  Section  No.  345  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  as 
follows : 

First.  The  name  of  this  society  shall  be  The  National  Sons  op  Vet- 
brans  Battlefield  Park  Monument  Association. 

Second.  This  association  to  continue  as  an  incorporate  body  for  the 
period  of  twenty  years. 

Third.  Its  objects  are:  First,  the  erection  on  the  battlefield  parks  of 
Gettysburg,  Shiloh  and  Chickamauga  suitable  monuments  to  the  private 
soldiers  who  lost  their  lives  thereon  in  defense  of  the  Nation's  honor  during 
the  War  of  Secession.  Second,  to  erect  peace  monuments  on  said  battle- 
field parks  as  fitting  remembrances  of  a  reunited  country. 

Fourth.  The  number  of  directors  of  this  association  shall  consist  of 
members  selected  from  the  incorporators  or  from  members  of  the  First 
Class. 
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Fifth.  The  membership  of  the  association  shall  be  of  five  classes,  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Class  1.  The  members  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Knoxville 
Encampment  and  all  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
U.  S.  A. 

Class  2.  Past  Division  Commanders  of  the  Order,  who  shall  be  eligible 
to  office,  and  upon  their  being  elected  thereto  shall  become  members  of  the 
First  Class. 

Class  3.    Any  son  of  a  Union  soldier. 

Class  4.    Any  son  of  a  Confederate  soldier. 

Class  5.    Any  person. 

Fees  and  dues,  By-Laws  and  regulations  to  be  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Directors.    Fraternally,  E.  R.  CAMPBELL, 

Chairman  Battlefield  Park  Monument  Committee. 

VISIT  FROM  THE  LADIES'  AID  SOCIETY. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  Before  proceeding  to  action  on  the- 
report  just  submitted,  the  Chair  will  inform  the  Encampment  that  the 
Inspector-General  announces  that  a  committee  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  So- 
ciety are  without  and  desire  to  pay  us.  a  visit.  What  is  the  wish  of  the 
Encampment — that  they  be  received  at  this  time  ?  If  there  is  no  objection 
the  Chair  will  appoint  a  committee  to  receive  them.  Is  there  objection? 
The  Chair  hears  none.  The  Inspector-General ;  Brother  Borin,  of  Kansas  ; 
Brother  Darling,  of  Massachusetts;  Brother  Patton,  of  Wisconsin;  and 
Brother  Dilley,  of  Iowa,  will  constitute  such  committee.  The  Command- 
ery-in-Chief  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  ladies. 

The  representatives  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  entered,  escorted  by  the 
committee. 

THE  INSPECTOR -GENERAL  :  Commander-in-Chief  and  brothers, 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  to  you  Mrs.  Anna  Simms,  Mrs.  R.  M. 
Bolton,  Mrs.  Howey,  Miss  Buckley,  and  Mrs.  Laura  Martin,  committee  on 
greetings  from  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Ladies,  sisters  of  our  Auxiliary  As- 
sociation, you  are  always  heartily  welcome  within  our  portals  ;  especially 
so  in  Indianapolis,  for,  apart  from  any  work  that  you  do  in  assisting  our 
Camps,  you  have  graced  the  many  occasions  when  we  have  been  in  review 
with  your  presence.  We  appreciate  your  services  doubly,  and  I  assure  you 
you  are  welcome.  (Applause). 

MRS.  SIMMS  :  Brother  Commander  and  brothers  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans : 

To  us  has  been  accorded  the  pleasure  of  extending  greetings  from  your 
sister  organization  to  your  grand  and  noble  Order.  We  come  bringing 
with  us  greetings  from  our  sisters  whose  hearts  and  souls  are  with  you  in 
the  grand  work  you  are  doing.  We  stand  loyal,  not  only  to  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  but  also  to  our  parent  organizations,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public and  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  are  glad  and  proud  that  we  be- 
long to  the  grandest  family  on  earth,  the  G.  A.  R.  family. 

May  you  ever  stand  loyal  to  the  principles  of  your  Order,  to  the  G.  A. 
R.  and  "to  the  glorious  flag  for  which  your  fathers  fought;  and  for  which, 
some  of  them  gave  their  lives.  We  hope  this  Sixteenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment may  be  one  of  the  most  successful,  harmonious  and  profitable  ones 
you  have  ever  held.  (Applause). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Sisters,  I  know  that  General  Abbott 
is  particularly  anxious  to  respond  to  your  greeting,  and  I  will  call  on  him 
on  behalf  of  our  organization.  (Applause). 

GEORGE  W.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois:  Commander;  ladies,  of  course 
our  Commander-in-Chief  is  not  an  outright  and  pronounced  enemy  of  mine, 
but  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  are  peculiar  circumstances  attending 
my  appearance  this  morning,  and  that  I  am  in  no  condition  to  star  on  this 
occasion  ;  and  I  do  not  think  he  should  have  called  on  me.  We  have  been 
wrestling  with  the  photographer  and  trying  to  get  a  photograph  of  the  Past 
Commanders-in-Chief  and  the  man  who  will  soon  be  a  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  he  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble.    The  old  Past  Commanders- 
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in-Chief  of  course  were  used  to  that  sort  of  thing,  but  he  has  not  been 
thoroughly  broken  into  the  harness,  and  of  course,  like  the  youngest  mem- 
ber of  a  family,  requires  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  discipline.  I  was  one 
of  the  brothers  selected  to  get  him  properly  in  line,  and  the  exertion  has 
been  such  that  I  am  not  in  any  physical  condition  to  reply  this  morning  to 
the  very  pleasant  greetings  that,  have  come  to  us  from  our  sister  organiza- 
tion. However,  I  have  never  neglected  any  duty  in  the  Order,  nor  have  I 
failed  to  respond  to  the  commands  of  my  superior  officer  at  any  time,  so  I 
will  do  the  best  I  can  to  extend  to  you,  sisters,  the  friendly  greeting  and  fra- 
ternal love,  and  the  deep  consideration  which  I  know  bides  in  the  heart  of 
every  brother  and  Son  of  a  Veteran  for  our  sisters  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  So- 
ciety. It  is  particularly  pleasant  for  me  to  welcome  you  as  I  see,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  your  committee,  one  of  your  earliest  members,  Sister  Laura  Martin. 
I  had  the  pleasure  and  distinction  of  attending  the  First  National  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  I  remember  it  well.  I  was  then  new  in 
the  work  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  we  were  both 
of  us  ambitious  and  full  of  hope  for  our  separate  organizations.  We  joined 
in  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  effort  and  worked  for  and  with  each  other  to 
help  our  organizations  along.  We  worked  hand  in  hand  in  those  old  days, 
in  the  early  days  of  each  Order,  and  I  must  say  that  we  accomplished  as 
much  as  could  be  expected,  against  what  we  had  to  contend  with.  The  Or- 
ders at  that  time  were  a  little  different  from  what  they  are  now.  Everyone 
has  heard  of  the  great  organization  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  all  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  have  heard  of  the  organization  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society, 
and  they  are  very  anxious  to  hear  more  of  it — on  special  and  private  occa- 
sions. I  discovered  last  evening  that  the  brothers  are  still  continuing  their 
friendship  for  that  organization.  Their  feeling  for  it  is  very  loyal  and  very 
strong.  But  we  had  things  to  contend  with  in  those  days  that  we  do  not 
have  now.  I  am  proud  to  know  and  feel  that  while  we  have  had  our  troubles 
and  vicissitudes  in  our  Order,  and  that  while  some  things  have  not  gone  as 
pleasantly  and  successfully  as  we  could  have  wished  for,  I  am  proud  to  say 
that  our  sister  society  has  never  become  disheartened  or  discouraged,  but 
has  kept  along  step  by  step  with  us  in  this  great  work  of  loyalty.  It  is  a 
great,  unselfish  work,  brothers  and  sisters,  that  we  are  doing,  a  grand  and 
unselfish  work;  and  the  brother  or  sister  who  goes  into  either  of  these  or- 
ganizations and  works  for  it  with  the  expectation  that  it  will  personally  ben- 
efit him  does  not  deserve  the  honor  or  distinction  of  wearing  the  badge  of 
either  organization.  (Applause). 

I  tell  you,  my  brothers  and  sisters,  I  have  been  beyond  the  lines  that 
limit  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  and  never  till  that  moment  did  I 
appreciate  the  true  feeling  of  what  it  was  to  be  a  citizen  of  this  grand  Re- 
public (applause).  And  our  sisters,  who  are  to  become  the  mothers,  and 
who  are  to  become  the  makers  of  our  homes,  are  entitled  to  just  as  much 
honor  in  the  American  commonwealth  as  the  man  who  goes  out  to  serve 
his  country,  or  follows  the  plough.  I  tell  you  that  our  work  for  loyalty  is 
not  for  us,  but  it  is  for  this  grand  old  Republic  of  ours  (applause)  ;  and  we 
should  go  into  it  with  the  same  unselfish  devotion  as  our  fathers  went  for- 
ward from  1861  to  1865,  when  it  was  attacked  by  those  terrible  foes,  the  most 
threatening  that  can  attack  a  nation,  disruption  and  civil  war.  I  tell  you, 
my  brothers,  that  is  our  work.  It  is  a  work  of  loyalty.  It  is  a  work  for  the 
perpetuity  of  this  country,  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  beloved  old  flag  ;  and 
while  we  are  in  glorious  times  of  peace  and  enjoying  the  fruits  of  prosperity 
— I  do  not  mean  that  in  a  political  sense — perhaps  many  of  the  boys  do  not 
remember  the  days  of  '61-'6o.  I  do  ;  and  so  long  as  I  live  I  intend  to  do  all 
I  can  to  maintain  this  peace,  to  stand  up  for  and  protect  the  government  ; 
for  I  know  the  dire  results  that  might  follow,  the  disruption  that  might  fol- 
low, if  the  American  people  should  become  unmindful  of  their  homes.  I 
have  got  to  bring  this  thing  to  a  close.  We  are  too  busy,  we  have  got  too 
much  to  do.  I  will  come  down  and  simply  say  to  these,  our  sisters,  we  are 
glad  to  have  you  with  us  ;  we  are  glad  not  only  because  of  the  honor  of 
your  presence  here  as  individuals,  but  we  are  glad  to  know  that  you  are  in 
this  work.  There  is  where  we  feel  that  you  are  welcome;  there  is  where 
we  feel  that  you  will  not  only  be  serviceable  to  us  in  our  work,  but  service- 
able to  the  cause  of  loyalty  to  your  country  and  to  your  flag,  which  of  course 
implies  loyalty  to  the  old  soldier.    There  is  where  you  come  in.    There  is 
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where  we  are  glad  to  see  you.  1  say  God  speed  you  in  your  work,  and  we 
will  ever  be  ready  to  do  -what  we  can  to  assist  you.  We  trust  that  we  feel 
our  responsibility  for  the  rising  generation  in  this  great  Republic,  and  we 
want  you  to  feel  your  responsibility,  and  we  want  you  to  inculcate  the  lesson 
of  loyalty  and  patriotism  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  sufficient  number  of 
patriotic  Americans  to  hold  level  the  mass  of  foreigners  that  are  coming 
over  to  this  country  and  make  out  of  them  peaceful  and  industrious  citizens, 
Who  will  contribute  to  its  prosperity,  as  well  as  enjoy  its  many  advantages. 
We  thank  you  for  your  presence  here  to-day.  (Applause). 

MRS.  HOWEY,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  we  assure  you  that  we  appre- 
ciate General  Abbott's  remarks,  and  we  also  assure  you  that  this  committee 
is  happy  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  you,  but  before  replying  to 
General  Abbott  I  wish  to  introduce  to  you  our  National  President,  one  who 
led  in  the  early  days  of  the  Order,  Sister  Laura  M.  Martin. 

MRS.  LAURA  M.  MARTIN:  Commander,  I  must  say  a  few  words. 
The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  a  grand,  a  patriotic  Order,  and  the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans and  Ladies'  Aid  Society  must  work  together  with  strength  more  effec- 
tive, with  a  fraternity  broader,  with  charity  purer  and  loyalty  more  de- 
voted. May  God  bless  and  cherish  all  that  come  within  your  fraternal,, 
charitable  and  patriotic  influence.  (Applause). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brother  Patton  will  take  occasion 
to  make  a  few  remarks. 

W.  J.  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  among  the  earliest  mot- 
toes I  remember  in  my  early  home  was  one,  "What  is  home  without  a 
mother  ?"  It  made  an  impression  on  my  young  mind  which  has  never  been 
erased,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  motto  that  ought  to  be  hung  in 
every  Camp  of  Sons  of  Veterans  throughout  the  Union,  and  that  is,  "What 
is  a  Camp  without  a  Ladies'  Aid  Society  ?"  If  we  in  our  individual  capaci- 
ties, as  members  of  the  Camps,  would  look  into  this  matter  and  see  the  ad- 
vantages that  would  be  derived  there  would  be  a  decided  advance  all  along; 
the  line  in  this  most  helpful  organization. 

It  is  with  peculiar  feelings  I  accept  the  invitation  and  rise  to  address 
the  ladies  and  express  to  them  the  feelings  of  fraternity  that  exist  in  the 
hearts  of  the  members  of  our  Order.  The  speaker  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  So- 
ciety who  preceded  me  referred  to  that  tie  which  binds  our  two  organiza- 
tions together  as  one  organization,  the  friendship  we  feel  for  each  other,  the 
fraternity  which  exists,  and  the  charity  which  obliterates  the  lines  of  sec- 
tionalism and  binds  us  together  as  one.  Now,  of  course,  I  understand  that 
it  is  natural  that  our  Commander-in-Cbief  should  call  upon  one  who  ratifies 
and  finishes  this  tie  which  binds,  namely,  a  preacher.  Of  course  it  is  nat- 
ural, I  say,  that  our  Commander-in-Chief  should  call  upon  the  preacher  who 
binds  this  tie,  or  ties  this  bind,  whichever  way  you  wish  to  put  it,  and  espe- 
cially when  that  brother  happens  to  come  from  Milwaukee,  the  Mecca  of 
marriageable  couples.  However,  sisters,  not  wishing  to  take  the  time  of 
the  Commandery,  appreciating  heartily  your  expressions  of  friendship  and 
charity,  and  knowing  that  it  grows  deeper  than  words  can  express,  I  wish 
to  add  to  the  eloquent  words  of  Past  Commander  Abbott  and  say  that  we 
welcome  you  heartily  and  cordially.  We  are  with  you  most  sincerely  in  your 
work.  We  recognize  in  you  a  mighty  help  and  aid  to  us  in  our  efforts,  in 
the  community  and  in  the  local  Camps,  and  we  want  to  say  to  you  not  only 
Godspeed,  but,  brothers,  shall  we  not  go  forth  from  this  Encampment  re- 
solved that  not  only  shall  Ave  say  sweet  words  to  the  ladies  here  when  they 
bring  us  their  fraternal  greetings,  not  only  will  we  give  them  our  hands, 
and,  of  course,  more,  if  they  ask  it — our  hearts  also — but  we  will  go  to  our 
several  Camps  resolved  to  push  this  matter,  practically,  of  building  up  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  throughout  the  United  States.  (Applause).  We  rec- 
ognize the  fact  tbat  this  Auxiliary  organization  is  necessary.  It  is  a  neces- 
sity. If  it  is  not,  then  we  can  dispense  with  it,  but  we  believe  that  is  the 
fact.  I  believe  there  is  a  place  for  this  organization.  Now,  brothers,  let 
not  our  efforts  end  with  this  reception  and  these  fraternal  greetings  and  re- 
sponses, but  let  us  go  away  resolved  that  we  will  go  to  our  several  homes 
and  say  what  we  will  do  in  the  coming  year  ;  resolved,  if  there  is  not  one, 
that  a  Ladies'  Auxiliary  shall  be  added  to  our  Camp.  We  greet  and  wel- 
come you,  ladies,  with  all  the  feelings  of  fraternal  love.  (Applause;. 
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MRS.  ANNA  SIMS  :  Commander  and  brothers,  we  thank  you  very- 
much  for  your  kind  words,  but  will  take  up  no  more  of  your  time.  Thank- 
ing you  again  for  your  hearty  welcome,  we  will  retire. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  We  thank  you  heartly  for  your  call, 
and  on  behalf  of  the  Commandery  we  assure  you  that  we  appreciate  your 
visit. 

The  ladies  retired  escorted  by  the  committee. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BATTLEFIELD  MONUMENTS. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brothers,  you  had  just  heard  the 
report  of  the  special  committee  on  peace  monuments,  to  be  erected  on  the 
battlefield  parks,  at  the  time  the  presence  of  the  committee  from  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  was  announced.  What  is  the  desire  of  the  Encamp- 
ment in  reference  to  the  same  ?  What  shall  be  done  with  the  report  just 
read  ? 

EDWARD  K.  DbPUY,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  :  Commander,  I  move 
you,  sir,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

A.  L.  SORTER,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  I  wish  to  say  on  behalf  of  dele- 
gates in  the  rear  of  the  room  that  much  of  the  important  matter  read  in 
that  report  was  lost  to  us  on  account  of  the  confusion  and  conversation 
that  was  going  on  around  us.  We  do  not  wish  to  delay  the  proceedings  of 
the  Encampment,  at  the  same  time  it  would  be  a  great  favor  to  us  to  have 
the  essential  section  of  that  report  re-read  to  the  convention. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  The  Adjutant  General  will  re-read 
the  latter  portion  of  the  report. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  latter  portion  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"  With  a  view  to  carrying  this  work  to  completion,  we  have  the  honor 
to  recommend  the  following  to  be  adopted  by  this  Encampment : 

TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN. 

This  is  to  certify  :  That  we,  whose  names  are  hereunto  signed,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  a  part  of  whom  are  residents  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  are  delirious  of  forming  an  organization  under  Section  No.  345 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
as  follows  : 

First.  The  name  of  this  society  shall  be  The  National  Sons  op  Vet- 
erans Battlefield  Park  Monument  Association. 

Second.  This  association  to  continue  as  an  incorporate  body  for  the 
period  of  twenty  years. 

Third.  Its  objects  are  :  First,  the  erection  on  the  battlefield  parks  of 
Gettysburg,  Shiloh  and  Chickamauga,  suitable  monuments  to  the  private 
soldiers  who  lost  their  lives  thereon  in  defense  of  the  Nation's  honor  during 
the  War  of  Secession.  Second,  to  erect  peace  monuments  on  said  battle- 
field parks  as  fitting  remembrances  of  a  reunited  country. 

Fourth.  The  number  of  directors  of  this  association  shall  consist  of 
members  selected  from  the  incorporators  or  from  members  of  the  First 
Class. 

Fifth.  The  membership  of  this  association  shall  be  of  five  classes,  as 
follows,  viz.: 

Class  1.  The  members  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Knoxville 
Encampment  and  all  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
U.  S.  A. 

Class  2.  Past  Division  Commanders  of  the  Order,  who  shall  be  eligible 
to  office,  and  upon  their  being  elected  thereto  shall  become  members  of  the 
First  Class. 

Class  3.    Any  son  of  a  Union  soldier. 

Class  4.    Any  son  of  a  Confederate  soldier. 

Class  5.    Any  person. 

Fees  and  dues,  By-Laws  and  regulations  to  be  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Directors.    Fraternally,  E.  R.  CAMPBELL, 

Chairman  Battlefield  Park  Monument  Committee. 
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W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  if  I  understand  the  read- 
ing of  the  report,  the  committee  recommends  that  an  incorporation  be 
formed,  the  members  of  which  shall  be  composed  of  different  classes,  five  in 
all,  the  first  class  will  consist  of  the  committee  having  this  matter  in  charge 
and  the  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  Order,  and  the  other  classes 
follow.  Just  as  to  how  that  is  arranged  I  do  not  understand,  but  this 
association  is  to  be  incorporated  and  its  object  is  to  be  the  erection  of  these 
peace  monuments  on  the  battlefields  of  the  late  war.  .  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  incurs  no  liability,  as  I  understand  it,  upon  this  Order.  It  is  to  be  a 
separate  corporation.  The  recommendation,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  is 
simply  to  give  it  our  countenance,  that  is  all ;  then  of  course  the  matter 
must  be  taken  up  by  those  persons  who  are  to  be  incorporated  and  a  char- 
ter obtained  from  some  state,  under  the  authority  of  some  state.  Am  I 
right  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  I  understand  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief  Russell  has  stated  the  essential  features  of  this  organization.  I  under- 
stand from  the  report  of  the  committee  that  the  object  of  this  incorporation 
is  merely  to  secure  the  endorsement  of  this  Encampment,  to  enable  this  in- 
corporation to  obtain  popular  subscriptions,  and  with  that  end  in  view  the 
various  classes  are  designated  ;  the  management  of  the  incorporation,  of 
course,  rests  with  the  First  Class. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  you  that  the  incom- 
ing administration  be  instructed  to  print  this  report  and  distribute  it  to  the 
various  Divisions  for  action  that  they  may  instruct  their  delegates  and  rep- 
resentatives to  the  next  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chjef  in  refer- 
ence thereto. 

LOUIS  A.  DILLEY,  of  Iowa  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brothers,  it  has  been  moved  and  sec- 
onded— the  former  motion  was  not  seconded — that  the  incoming  adminis- 
tration refer  this  question  to  the  Divisions,  they  in  turn  to  the  Camps,  for 
instructions  to  the  delegates  to  the  next  annual  Encampment,  there  to  be 
acted  upon.  If  the  motion  prevails  it  will  practically  place  the  question 
back  with  the  Divisions  for  action  at  our  next  meeting.  All  in  favor  of 
the  motion  will  give  assent  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down 
hands.  Contrary,  if  any,  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  carried.  We  will 
now  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  if 
they  are  ready  to  report. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  O,  R.  AND  R. 

DAN  S.  GARDNER,  of  Ohio,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Consti- 
tution, Rules  and  Regulations,  read  the  first  section  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  as  follows  : 

"  To  the  Officers  and  Brothers  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the 
Commandery -in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.: 

"Believing  the  present  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  impractica- 
ble to  the  present  requirements  of  our  Order,  containing  as  it  does  much 
obsolete  matter  and  much  that  is  inadequate  to  its  successful  government, 
your  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  beg  leave  to  report 
the  following  recommendations  : 

"Recommendation  No.  1.  That  after  carefully  considering  the  sugges" 
tions  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  with  a  view 
of  remedying  the  ills  pointed  out,  it  is  hereby  recommended  that  the  incom- 
ing Commander  in-Chief  appoint  a  committee,  consisting  of  twenty-five  (25) 
members,  of  which  the  Commander-in  Chief  and  all  Past  Commanders-in- 
Chief  in  good  standing  shall  be  members  ;  of  which  the  Commander  in- 
Chief  shall  be  chairman  ex-offtcio,  and  of  which  seven  members  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  The  committee  shall  desig- 
nate a  time  and  place  for  meeting,  at  which  time  and  place  the  committee 
is  hereby  empowered  to  make  such  changes  and  additions  to  the  present 
Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  as  in  their  judgment  the  needs  and  re- 
quirements of  the  Order  demand  ;  the  same  to  become  operative  immedi- 
ately upon  promulgation  by  the  Comruander-in-Chief." 


EEFOET  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  C,  E.  AND  E. 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Encamp- 
ment to  act  upon  the  report  section  by  section? 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  re- 
port be  taken  up  seriatim,  and  where  no  objection  is  raised  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief declare  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  adopted. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF:  It  appears  to  the  Chair  that  from 
the  reading  of  the  report  as  far  as  it  has  gone  it  relates  to  a  very  important 
subject,  and  it  would  be  fairer  to  the  committee  to  hear  the  whole  report 
first  rather  than  adopt  a  section  and  then  probably  have  to  turn  back  and 
reconsider  it.  The  Chair  would  suggest,  if  there  is  no  objection,  that  the 
committee  be  permitted  to  read  its  entire  report  before  action  is  taken 
adopting  any  part  of  The  same. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  in  view  of  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Chair,  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Brother  Gardner  continued  and  concluded  the  reading  of  the  report 
as  follows  : 

"  Recommendation  No.  2.  The  expenses  of  the  members  of  the. commit" 
tee  to  be  borne  by  themselves. 

"  Eecommendation  No.  3.  That  all  recommendations  and  petitions  to 
the  present  committee  be  referred  to  the  above  named  committee  for  action. 

"Eecommendation  No.  4.  Inasmuch  as  there  are  no  commissions  issued, 
nor  rank  conferred  upon  the  members  of  the  Camp,  Division  and  Council- 
in-Chief,  we  hereby  recommend  that  a  commission  be  issued  to  the  members 
of  said  Council  that  they  may  bear  rank  as  follows  :  That  the  members  of 
the  Camp  Council  shall  rank  as  First  Lieutenants,  that  the  members  of  Di- 
vision Council  shall  rank  as  Majors,  and  the  members  of  the  Council-in- 
Chief  as  Brigadier  Generals." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Encamp- 
ment  in  regard  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations  ?   How  shall  the  report  be  considered  ? 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  1  now  renew  my  mo- 
tion, that  the  report  be  read  by  sections  and  where  there  is  no  objectiou  the 
Commander-in-Chief  declare  that  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
adopted. 

JAMES  H.  TAWNEY,  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  it  has  been  moved  and 
seconded  that  the  report  now  be  read  by  sections  and  where  there  is  no  ob- 
jection urged  the  Commander-in-Chief  declare  the  section  adopted.  Those 
in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  assent  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order. 
Down  hands.  Contrary,  if  any,  the  same  sign.  The  motion  prevails  and 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  will  kindly  read  the  first  recommendation. 

Brother  Gardner  read  the  first  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
as  follows : 

"Believing  the  present  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  impracti- 
cable to  the  present  requirements  of  our  Order,  containing  as  it  does  much 
obsolete  matter  and  much  that  is  inadequate  to  its  successful  government, 
your  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  beg  leave  to  report 
the  following  recommendations." 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL  HAMMER:  Commander,  I  move  this  section 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  be  adopted  as  read. 

JAMES  H.  TAWNEY,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF:  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  mo- 
tion. The  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  this  section  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.  We  are  ready  for  discussion.  1  trust  you  will  be  expeditious 
and  orderly  that  we  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  discussion. 

J.  B.  MACCABE.  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  I  want  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  to  ex- 
plain, so  far  as  he  can,  just  precisely  what  this  legislation  means.  He  will 
not  accuse  me  of  flattering  him  when  I  say  that  he  has  an  excellent  voice,  a 
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very  penetrating  voice,  which  will  reach  all  parts  of  this  hall,  and  if  he  will 
explain  just  exactly  the  meaning  of  this  suggestion  I  think  he  will  confer  a 
favor  on  all  of  us.  At  the  first  glance,  I  confess,  it  looks  to  me  as  though  it 
might  mean  the  total  abolition  of  everything,  uniform,  uniformity  of  uni- 
form and  everything  else.  If  that  is  so  I  think  we  had  better  hesitate,  and 
more  especially  because  we  have  just  ratified  a  certain  recommendation  to- 
appoint  a  committee  of  twenty-five  to  revise  the  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations.  In  view  of  that  fact  it  seems  doubtful  to  me  whether  it  would  be 
advisable  to  refer  this  matter  to  a  committee  of  twenty-five. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  would  say  to  Past  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Maccabe  that  the  committee  of  twenty-five  is  a  further 
suggestion  of  this  same  report,  that  it  is  contingent  upon  the  acceptance 
of  the  first  suggestion,  the  suggestion  now  under  consideration.  If  it  is  ac- 
cepted I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  this  committee  that  the  appointment 
of  the  committee  of  twenty-five  shall  follow.  I  would  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  if  I  state  the  matter  correctly  ? 

DAN  S.  GARDNER,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  so  understand  it. 

J.  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  I  understood  that 
there  was  a  motion  passed  here  providing  for  a  committee  of  twenty-five. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF  :  No,  that  was  the  first  reading  of 
that  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  The  Chair  suggested  that 
there  be  no  action  by  the  Commandery  on  the  report  of  the  committee  until 
the  whole  report  was  heard  and  there  was  no  legislation  whatever  on  the 
subject.  We  are  now  considering  the  first  section  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  if  this  recommendation  pass,  the  recommendation'  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee  of  twenty-five  will  naturally  follow  and  be  be- 
fore you. 

J.  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts.:  Thank  you,  Commander,  you 
have  cleared  the  atmosphere  considerably ;  but  I  do  want  to  ask  again  that 
committee  explain,  as  clearly  as  you  have,  precisely  what  this  section 
means,  or  what  this  recommendation  means.  I  think  that  it  should  be  ex- 
plained, and  I  certainly  hope  an  explanation  will  be  forthcoming  as  to  what 
this  section  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  C,  R.  and  R.  means. 

DAN  S.  GARDNER,  of  Ohio:  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee I  desire  to  say  in  explanation  of  this  recommendation  in  the  form  in, 
which  it  is  presented  here,  that  the  committee  has  received  a  voluminous 
amount  of  material  looking  to  changes  of  all  kinds  and  descriptions  in  the 
Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  as  they  now  exist.  Upon  conversation 
with  many  members  of  the  Commandery  here  present  it  seemed  to  the  com- 
mittee that  there  was  a  majority,  if  not  a  very  large  majority  of  this  Com- 
mandery, of  the  opinion  that  our  organization  has  reached  a  period  re- 
quiring radical  changes.  The  committer  was  of  the  opinion  and  is  of  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  far  from  practicable  to  have  this  Commandery 
undertake  the  changes  that  might  be  required  within  the  period  of  twenty- 
four  or  forty-eight  hours,  all  the  time  that  could  possibly  be  alloted  to  it 
during  the  session  of  this  Commandery.  The  committee  had  in  mind  that 
upon  the  adoption  of  this  recommendation,  the  committee  of  twenty-five 
gentlemen  appointed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  would  be,  and  doubtless- 
will  be,  if  this  motion  prevails,  composed  of  men  who  have  devoted  the 
greater  part  of  the  best  ten  or  fifteen  years  of  their  lives  to  studying  the 
needs  and  requirements  of  this  organization.  The  Committee  on  Consti- 
tution had  in  mind  in  placing  upon  this  proposed  committee  the  Past  Com- 
manders-in-Chief, that  that  committee  would  have  the  benefit  of  the  year 
or  two  of  service  that  they  devoted  to  its  affairs  as  the  head  of  the  organi- 
zation. This  committee  had  not  in  mind  any  specific  labors  for  that  com- 
mittee. It  had  in  mind  simply,  as  I  have  said,  that  it  is  apparent  to  many 
of  us — and  I  speak  for  those  in  Ohio  now — that  our  organization  needs 
changes.  Those  changes,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  are  embodied  to  some  de- 
gree in  the  report  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  I  understand  that  that 
committee  would  be  empowered  to  take  up  and  pass  upon  any  other  re- 
commendation, or  enact  any  other  legislation  that  in  their  wisdom  was 
thought  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  organization.  However,  the  com- 
mittee was  also  of  the  opinion  that  it  had  not  any  other  material  that  was- 
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in  concise  and  readable  form,  containing  a  reasonable  number  of  facts  for 
their  guidance,  as  did  the  report  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  Therefore,, 
this  first  recommendation  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, as  found  on  page  seven.  Now  the  committee  are  per- 
fectly willing  to  answer  any  questions  that  brothers  may  see  fit  to  ask,  that 
it  is  able  to  answer. 

R.  S.  THOMPSON,  of  Michigan  :  Commander,  if  we  adopt  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  do  we  not  practically  abolish  everything  ? 

DAN  S.  GARDNER,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  the  committee  does  not 
so  understand  it.  The  committee  does  not  understand  that  it  is  calling 
upon  the  Encampment  to  abolish  everything.  It  does,  however,  under- 
stand that  this  proposed  committee  will  be  in  a  position,  will  have  such 
authority  that  it  can,  if  it  considers  it  necessary,  wipe  out  the  present  ex- 
isting Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

W.  J-  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  does  not  the  recommen- 
dation contemplate  the  very  thing  suggested  by  the  brother  from  Michi- 
gan ?  It  would  contemplate  the  abolition  of  the  military  uniform,  and  all 
the  features  of  the  Order  as  we  have  them  to  day. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  :  The  Chair  would  say  in  reply  to 
the  remark  of  Brother  Patton  that  if  you  will  read  farther  along  in  Com- 
mander-in-Chief's report,  the  Commander-in-Chief  does  not  attempt  to 
say  that  his  recommendation  is  a  cure  for  the  evil  that  exists.  It  is  simply 
a  suggestion  that  has  come  to  him,  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  concen- 
sus of  opinion  obtained  by  him  from  numerous  conversations  had  during 
the  year  with  different  members  of  the  Order.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the 
Comma,nder-in-Chief  to  suggest  to  this  Encampment  that  any  radical  legis- 
lation should  be  adopted.  All  that  that  part  of  his  report  says  is  that  it 
should  be  considered.  I  have  understood  from  the  Committee  on  Consti- 
tution, Rules  and  Regulations  that  if  the  recommendation  carried  and  the 
committee  in  question  is  appointed  it  will  be  their  duty  to  spe  whether 
this  suggestion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  merit  or  not.  There  is  un- 
questionably a  demand  for  some  sort  of  change  in  our  organization,  when 
during  the  last  six  years  we  have  had  upon  our  rolls  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  members  ;  when  in  the  entire  sixteen  years  we  have 
been  in  existence  we  have  mustered  in  between  two  hundred  thousand  and 
three  hundred  thousand  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  can  show  to-day  only  about 
thirty-two  thousand.  It  certainly  tells  us  there  is  something  wrong.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  say  that  I  have  discovered  what  the  trouble  is,  but  I  do  be- 
lieve that  such  a  committee  as  is  contemplated  by  this  recommendation  in 
this  report  would  be  able  to  solve  the  difficulty  for  us. 

W.  J.  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  is  not  the  suggestion  in 
your  report,  in  the  main,  practically  a  suggestion  of  the  revival  of  the  mili- 
tary feature  which  was  abolished  only  a  few  years  ago  ?  , 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :   I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

W.  J.  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin:  Commander,  your  report  says,  "For 
that  minority  who  are  eligible  to  membership  in  our  organization,  who  take 
deep  interest  in  military  matters,  provision  could  be  made  empowering  the 
Division  Commander  to  issue  a  dispensation  permitting  a  Camp  to  estab- 
lish an  armed  and  equipped  body,"  etc. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  I  would  say  to  Brother  Patton  that 
that  is  merely  in  answer  to  one  of  the  points  that  was  raised  against  the  mili- 
tary feature.  The  provision  in  the  Constitution  for  the  military  rank  placed 
them  under  separate  commands,  but  still  they  retained  their  membership 
in  the  Camps,  and  it  caused  a  conflict  of  authority.  My  suggestion  needs  not 
necessarily  be  accepted  by  the  Division.  It  does  not  follow  that  it  will  be 
the  recommendation  of  this  committee.  But  if  it  were,  in  the  judgment  of 
that  committee,  to  be  adopted,  it  follows  very  clearly  here  that  their  alle- 
giance would  be  with  the  Camp  and  not  with  the  separate  organization  as 
it  existed  before. 

W.  D.  SPEAR,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  if  I  correctly  understand 
the  matter,  notwithstanding  what  the  Commander  has  just  told  us,  the 
Committee  on  C,  R.  and  R.  recommend  the  adoption  by  this  Encampment 
of  the  suggestion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  committee  recommend  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Commander-in-Chief  that  the  matter  be  further  investigated. 

R.  S.  THOMPSON,  of  Michigan  :  I  submit,  Commander,  the  commit- 
tee does  not  make  any  such  report. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  That  is  what  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  has  informed  the  Encampment. 

DAN  S.  GARDNER,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  it  is  in  order  that  the  rec- 
ommendations of  the  Commander-in-Chief  may  be  better  considered  that 
the  committee  recommend,  etc. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  heretofore  have  had 
an  idea  that  I  understood  masters  as  well  as  the  average  man,  but  I  do  not 
understand  this.  As  I  understand  it,  the  committee  make  a  recommenda- 
tion here  ;  they  make  a  suggestion  in  regard  to  adopting  a  suggestion  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  Now,  if  I  know  anything  about  parliamentary  law, 
when  this  body  votes  to  adopt  that  committee's  report  it  adopts  that  recom- 
mendation and  it  becomes  the  law  of  our  Order.  I  would  like  to  have  that 
portion  of  the  report  read  again  so  that  we  may  clearly  understand  it. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  chairman  of  the  committee  will 
•read  that  portion  of  the  report. 

Brother  Gardner  read  the  first  recommendation  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"  Recommendation  No.  1.  That  after  carefully  considering  the  sugges- 
tions contained  in  the  report  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  with  a  view 
of  remedying  the  ills  pointed  out,  it  is  hereby  recommended  that  the  incom- 
ing Commander-in-Chief  appoint  a  committee,  consisting  of  twenty-five 
members,  of  which  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  all  Past  Commanders-in- 
Chief  in  good  standing  shall  be  members;  of  which  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  shall  be  chairman  ex  offieio,  and  of  which  seven  members  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  This  committee  shall  desig- 
nate a  time  and  place  for  meeting,  at  which  time  and  place  the  committee 
is  hereby  empowered  to  make  such  changes  and  additions  to  the  present 
Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  as  in  their  j  udgment  the  needs  and  re- 
quirements of  the  Order  demand  ;  the  same  to  become  operative  immedi- 
ately upon  promulgation  by  the  Commander  in-Chief." 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York:  "The  same  to  become  operative 
immediately  upon  promulgation  by  the  Commander-in-Chief."  Commander, 
that  is  the  point  exactly. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas:  Commander,  I  do  not  know  as  I  under- 
stand this  matter,  but  as  I  understand  it  is  this  way  :  The  Commander-in- 
Chief  makes  a  recommendation.  He  does  not  make  it  definitely,  under  the 
head  of  a  recommendation,  as  I  understand  this  ;  but  his  suggestions  cover 
two  pages  of  his  report,  and  his  conclusion  is  that  a  revision  of  the  general 
law  of  the  organization  is  necessary.  He  takes  that  matter  up  and  argues 
it.  He  makes  the  suggestion,  which,  if  the  reportof  this  committee  is  adopted, 
becomes  only  a  suggestion  to  that  committee.  The  general  recommenda- 
tion contained  in  this  section  of  the  Commander-in-Chief's  report  is  a  revi- 
sion of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  of  this  Order;  in  other 
words,  a  revision  of  the  plan  of  organization,  and  then  he  gives  his  reasons 
which  lead  him  to  make  this  recommendation  ;  and  by  the  adoption  of  the 
recommendation  as  the  committee  reports  it,  it  follows  from  the  next  sec- 
tion, and  the  committee  so  understand  it,  that  a  revision  of  the  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  will  follow.  Then  these  suggestions  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief makes  are  simply  for  the  use  of  that  committee.  They  are 
really,  the  way  his  report  reads,  simply  his  reasons  for  making  this  recom- 
mendation. By  the  adoption  of  the  first  section  of  this  report,  in  other 
words,  the  recommendation  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  we  do  not  change 
the  fundamental  laws  of  this  organization  in  any  respect.  We  simply  pro- 
vide for  a  committee  to  consider  the  advisibility  of  changing  it,  and  if  that 
committee  decides  so  to  do,  after  due  consideration  of  the  needs  of  the  Or- 
der at  this  time,  the  changes  will  then  be  made. 

REPORT  RE-COMMITTED. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  understand  very 
clearly  what  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Russell  puts  forth  to  this  Encamp- 
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merit.  I  think  it  would  have  been  just  as  easy  for  the  committee  to  have 
so  expressed  the  resolution,  so  that  there  would  be  no  possible  doubt  about 
its  meaning.  It  stands  independently  now.  What  follows  cannot  necessar- 
ily be  connected  with  it.  And  it  means  just  what  it  says,  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commander-in-Chief  shall  be  adopted.  If  there  is  any- 
thing more  that  can  be  done  to  make  that  the  law  of  the  Order  I  would 
like  to  know  what  it  is ;  because  it  comes  in  the  form  of  a  positive  resolu- 
tion ;  it  has  a  solid  basis  upon  which  it  is  built,  and  if  this  vote  is  taken  and 
carried  the  committee  that  would  take  up  this  work  would  have  no  right  to 
reconsider  that  vote.  It  would  simply  have  to  frame  articles  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  articles  of  the  By-Laws  along  that  line.  It  could  not  consider 
the  matter  in  any  other  way.  I,  therefore,  move  that  this  portion  of  the 
committee's  report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  revision  in  order 
that  it  may  express  what  the  committee  has  explained  it  desires  to  express. 

W.  J.  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brothers,  it  is  moved  and  seconded 
that  this  portion  of  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  revi- 
sion. Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All  in  favor  will  give  assent  by  the 
usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary,  if  any,  the,  same 
sign.  The  motion  is  carried  and  this  section  is  re-committed  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  Chair  will  request  the  committee  to  report  as  expeditiously  as 
possible  ;  in  the  meanwhile  I  will  ask  if  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  is 
ready  to  report  ? 

CONGRATULATORY  TELEGRAM. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Commander,  I  have  here  a  telegram 
from  Fred  C.  Stillson,  Battle  Creek,  Michigan. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  read  the 
telegram. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  telegram,  as  follows: 

Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  September  10th,  1897. 
R.  Eoebenstein,  Quartermaster- General  S.  V.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  : 

Please  convey  to  Encampment  assembled  a  continuance  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration  and  regrets  that  illness  prevents  my  attendance. 

*  FRED  C.  STILLSON. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Is  the  Committee  on  Resolutions 
ready  to  report  ? 

LOUIS  A.  DILLEY,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  did  we  not  decide  to  lay 
on  the  table  the  consideration  of  the  per  capita  tax  until  after  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF :    The  Committee  on  Constitution,. 
Rules  and  Regulations  has  not  reported  yet,  their  report  being  re-committed. 
So  that  that  matter  is  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Commander,  there  is  the  committee 
appointed  to  attend  the  G.  A.  R.  Encampment  and  the  committee  appointed 
to  look  after  legislation  making  the  Sons  of  Veterans  a  military  reserve  of 
the  United  States  Army  which  are  yet  to  report. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  The  Committee  on  Resolutions  are 
prepared  to  make  a  partial  report. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  We  will  hear  it.  What  is  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Encampment  in  regard  to  acting  upon  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Resolutions  ?  Is  it  the  desire  of  the  Encampment  to  act  upon  each 
resolution  as  read  ?  They  are  all  complete  in  themselves  and  it  might  be 
that  that  course  would  expedite  matters. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  move  that  we  con- 
sider each  resolution  as  reported  by  the  committee  separately,  and  that 
after  the  readine;  of  each  resolution,  if  there  be  no  objection,  it  stand  as 
adopted  by  this  Encampment. 
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G.  J.  BOSWORTH,  of  Indiana:    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 
THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:    It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 

Encampment  act  upon  each  resolution  as  read,  and  that  each  resolution,  as 
read,  be  considered  adopted  unless  objection  is  offered.  All  in  favor  of  the 
motion  will  give  assent  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands. 
Contrary,  if  any,  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  adopted  and  the  report  will 
toe  considered  in  that  way.    The  chairman  of  the  committee  will  proceed. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed,  chairman  of  the  committee,  proceeded  to  read  th9  report 
as  follows  : 

"  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  10,  1897. 

■Commander-in-Chief,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment, S.  V-,  U.S.  A.: 

Brethren  : — Your  Committee  on  Resolutions,  after  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  several  papers  submitted  to  us,  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  : 

RESOLUTIONS  SUBMITTED  BY  THE  DIVISION  OP  IOWA. 

The  first  is  requesting  the  reinstatement  to  the  rank  of  Past  Captain  of 
a  number  of  brothers  who  had  been  reinstated  in  membership,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  named  brothers,  who  are  now  in  good 
standing  of  their  respective  Camps,  and  who  have  lost  the  honors  of  Past 
Captain,  be  recommended  to  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  as  deserving  of  the  reinstatement  of  said  past  honors  and 
respectfully  request  their  reinstatement,  viz.  : 

Marshall  Anderson,  Camp  No.  80,  Perry,  la. 

John  S.  Ely,  Camp  No.  3,  Cedar  Rapids,  la. 

James  H.  iork,  Camp  No.  3,  Cedar  Rapids,  la. 

W.  R.  Wickham,  Camp  No.  3,  Cedar  Rapids,  la. 

A.  L.  Schneider,  Denison  Camp,  No.  106,  Center  Point,  la. 

I.  W.  Kerl,  W.  W.  Allen  Camp,  No.  114,  Mason  City,  la. 

I.  W.  Smith,  W.  W.  Allen  Camp,  No.  114,  Mason  City,  la. 

H.  H.  Canfleld.  Camp  No.  236,  Boone,  la. 

C.  T.  Babitt,  Geo.  B.  McLellan  Camp  No.  46,  Webster  City. 

W.  R.  Innman,  Geo.  B.  McLellan  Camp  No.  46,  Webster  City. 

No  reasons  for  such  action  having  been  furnished  your  committee  we 
report  negatively. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
objection.    The  resolution  is  adopted. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

Second,  a  resolution  favoring  the  establishment  of  a  military  college 
by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  as  a  memorial  to  the  volunteers  of  the  late 
Civil  War,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Iowa  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  favor  the 
establishment  of  a  military  college  by  the  National  organization  as  a 
memorial  to  the  volunteers  of  the  late  Civil  War." 

Your  committee  would  most  heartily  approve,  but  we  are  unable  to 
understand  how  such  a  desirable  object  is  possible  at  this  time,  and  are 
reluctantly  compelled  to  negative  the  resolution. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Is  there  objection  to  that  resolu- 
tion ?   There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  and  the  resolution  is  adopted. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

Third,  requesting  the  recognition  of  "The  Saber"  as  the  official  organ 
of  the  Order. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  That  The  Saber  be  recognized  and  endorsed  as  the  official 
organ  of  the  Division,  and  that  the  delegates  and  representatives  of  the 
Division  be  instructed  to  use  all  honorable  means  to  secure  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  National  Encampment  at  Indianapolis  for  The  Saber." 

Your  committee  are  reminded  that  there  are  other  equally  deserving 
journals  published  in  the  interest  of  the  Order,  and  that  this  recognition 
of  "The  Saber  "  would  work  injury  to  them  ;  we  can  only  recommend  each 
of  them  as  deserving  the  support  of  the  membership,  and  for  reasons  stated 
report  the  resolution  negatively. 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Is  there  objection  ?  The  Chair 
hears  none.    The  resolution  is  adopted. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

RESOLUTIONS  FROM  THE  NEW  JERSEY  DIVISION. 

First,  requesting  restoi'ation  of  rank  of  Past  Division  Commander  upon 
E.  C.  White,  of  that  Division,  which  is  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  Past  Commander  E.  C.  White,  of  the  New  Jersey  Division, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  was  dropped  from  Camp  No.  5,  of  said  Division, 
for  non-payment  of  dues  ;  and 

Whereas,  By  reason  of  misfortune  in  business  said  E.  C.  White  became 
unable  to  pay  his  dues  in  Camp  No.  5,  of  said  New  Jersey  Division,  of 
which  he  was  a  member  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  By  this  Encampment  that  upon  his  reinstatement  by  said 
Camp  No.  5  that  all  past  rank  be  restored  to  him. 

"Your  committee  knowing  the  circumstances  under  which  E.  C.  White 
lost  his  membership  and  rank,  misfortune  beyond  his  control,  repoi-t  af- 
firmatively." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Is  there  any  objection  to  this  reso- 
lution ? 

CHAIRMAN  REED  :  Commander,  I  might  just  say  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  brothers  that  Brother  White  did  meet  with  serious  misfortunes 
and  lost  his  membership  by  absence  in  Florida,  and  his  Camp  is  willing  to 
reinstate  him  and  give  him  back  his  past  rank  as  Division  Commander.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  and  one  of  the  most  earnest  workers  that  the  Division 
of  New  Jersey,  or  any  other  Division,  ever  had. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois :  Commander,  I  perfectly  agree  with 
what  Major  Reed  has  said.  Those  of  us  who  were  early  in  the  ranks  re  mem 
ber  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  and  pleasure  the  work  of  Brother 
White,  but  the  question  involved  in  this  matter  is  one  that  seriously  affects 
myself.  As  a  matter  of  principle  I  am  opposed  to  it.  As  a  matter  concerning 
this  individual  brother  I  shall  vote  for  it.  At  the  Cincinnati  Encampment  I 
plead  with  this  body  to  make  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  that  would  cover 
just  such  cases.  It  so  happened  I  was  personally  interested  in  it.  The  very 
thing  that  happened  to  Brother  White  would  have  happened  to  me  had  it 
not  been  for  the  careful  guardianship  of  another  brother  of  my  Division. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  him  I  would  have  been  in  the  same  position  that 
Brother  White  is,  and  my  case  was  very  much  more  beyond  my  control  than 
his.  I  simply  reserve  the  right  as  a  matter  of  principle  to  vote  against  this 
thing,  but  as  an  individual  matter  I  approve  of  it  in  this  particular  case. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  There  appears  to  be  no  objection. 
The  report  of  the  committee  in  this  particular  is  approved  and  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  will  proceed. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows : 

Second,  asking  that  the  rank  held  by  those  who  had  been  members  of 
the  Post  System,  but  are  now  members  of  our  Order,  be  given  them  in  the 
Camps  of  which  they  are  now  members.    The  resolution  is  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  During  the  official  year  now  terminating,  Custer  Post,  ]No. 
6,  Sons  of  Veterans,  Post  System,  of  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  was  mustered  into  the 
New  Jersey  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  as  Custer  Camp,  No.  6  ; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  Sixteenth  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  does  hereby  grant  all  past  honors  to  such 
former  officers  of  the  Post  System,  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  all  past  officers  of 
former  Custer  Post  as  are  now  members  in  good  standing  of  Custer  Camp, 
No.  6." 

"We  report  with  favorable  recommendation." 

Commander,  this  is  in  reference  to  the  Post  System  in  New  Jersey. 
They  are  now  being  brought  into  the  Order  through  the  Division  of  New 
Jersey  ;  it  has  always  been  done,  I  believe.  The  movement  was  inaugurated 
under  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  want  to  know  what 
that  means?   Are  we  to  have  another  batch  of  Past  Colonels  coming  in 
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here  ?  I  want  to  know  if  this  thing  is  going  to  occur  in  other  Divisions,  that 
a  few  gentlemen  who  cannot  be  elected  Colonels  in  a  Division  go  off  and  or- 
ganize a  Post  and  elect  themselves  Colonels,  and  then  come  into  the  Sons 
of  Veterans  as  a  part  of  the  Post  System,  retaining  their  past  rank.  Illinois 
wants  to  know  if  we  can  do  that?  We  are  just  as  anxious  for  a  large  repre- 
sentation on  this  floor  as  any  other  Division. 

CHAIRMAN  REED:  Commander,  the  report  embraces  no  Division 
Commanders,  only  Captains. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  would  like  to  have 
that  specified. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Will  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
read  the  resolution  once  more  ? 

CHAIRMAN  REED:  We  might  correct  the  phraseology  by  mention- 
ing the  rank  of  Captain.  The  section  reads  as  follows  with  that  amend- 
ment : 

Whereas,  During  the  official  year  now  terminating,  Custer  Post,  No.  6, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  Post  System,  of  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  was  mustered  into  the  New 
Jersey  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  as  Custer  Camp,  No.  6  ;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  Sixteenth  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  does  hereby  grant  the  rank  of  Past  Cap- 
tain to  Past  Captains  of  the  Post  System,  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  past  honors 
tinder  the  rank  of  Captain  to  all  officers  of  former  Custer  Post  who  are  now 
members  in  good  standing  of  Custer  Camp,  No.  6." 

J.  V.  B.  CLARKSON,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  if  this  will  affect  men  who  have  acquired  a 
rank  in  a  Post — and  there  are  Posts  of  Sons  of  Veterans  in  New  Jersey — I 
would  like  to  ask  him  if  this  resolution  will  affect  those  who  have  acquired 
the  rank  of  Commander  in  the  various  Posts  in  New  Jersey,  who,  having 
acquired  that  rank,  leave  their  Posts  and  join  a  Camp  and  want  to  retain 
their  title  and  past  rank.    Is  that  the  intent  of  the  resolution  ? 

JAMES  B.  ADAMS,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  during  my  term  of 
office  as  Commander  of  the  Division  of  New  Jersey  I  received  a  communica- 
tion from  Custer  Post,  No.  6,  of  New  Jersey,  asking  if  they  could  become  a 
Camp  and  on  what  conditions.  I  corresponded  with  them  and  at  last  suc- 
ceeded in  turning  over  the  whole  of  Custer  Post  as  Custer  Camp,  No.  6, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.  They  are  in  the  Order  now.  There  was  one  Past 
Department  Commander  in  the  Post  System  in  that  Camp,  and  if  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Encampment  object  to  giving  that  man  his  past  rank  we  will 
waive  that,  if  you  will  grant  to  the  Past  Commanders  of  the  Post  System 
the  rank  of  Past  Captains  in  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  We  want  that  for  this 
one  Camp  that  came  over.  They  were  a  Post  and  they  came  over  entirely 
as  a  Camp.    It  is  not  for  any  individual  member,  but  the  whole  organization. 

J.  V.  B.  CLARKSON,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  some  years  ago  Ave 
were  engaged  in  bringing  into  this  Order  what  was  commonly  called  the 
Post  System.  That  Post  System  existed  at  that  time  in  New  Jersey,  in  New 
York  and  in  Pennsylvania.  All  the  Posts  in  Pennsylvania  became  Camps 
and  all  past  officers  received  their  past  rank.  In  New  York  all  of  the  Posts 
came  in  with  the  exception  of  one,  and  all  the  past  officers  received  their 
past  rank.  In  New  Jersey  we  did  not  have  the  same  success.  At  that  time 
there  were  four  or  five  Posts,  flourishing  organizations,  which  for  various 
reasons,  principally  political,  on  the  pai*t  of  the  leaders,  declined  to  come  in. 
They  have  increased  in  numbers  slightly.  I  believe,  from  the  representa- 
tions made  to  me  by  the  representatives  of  the  New  Jersey  Division,  that 
the  time  is  now  ripe  for  those  Posts  to  come  in,  and  when  they  come  in 
there  will  then  be  throughout  these  United  States  but  one  Order  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans.  I  heartily  agree  with  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee and  hope  that  the  resolution  will  pass  and  those  men  will  receive 
their  past  rank.  They  have  done  good  work,  perhaps  in  a  different  organi- 
zation, but  still  with  the  same  motive.  I  believe  the  history  of  this  organi- 
zation has  been  a  history  of  consolidations,  and  I  hope  it  will  continue  until 
it  brings  all  the  young  men,  sons  of  Union  soldiers,  into  one  grand  organi- 
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zation  through  these  United  States.  I  believe  in  standing  by  New  Jersey 
at  the  present  time  and  helping  her  make  New  Jersey  a  solid  Division. 
(Applause  and  cries  of  "agreed,"  "agreed.") 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander— (Cries  of  "  question," 
"  question.") 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  the  apparent  intention  of  the 
organization  that  the  resolution  shall  pass.  Have  you  anything  to  say, 
General  Abbott  ?  • 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois:  Commander,  I  rise  for  informa- 
tion. I  want  to  ask  first  if  this  will  bring  in  all  the  Posts  in  the  Post  System 
in  New  Jersey  ?   Will  they  come  ? 

JAMES  B.  ADAMS,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  I  will  say  that  we 
have  not  positive  assurance  from  all  the  Posts  in  New  Jersey  that  they  will 
come  in.  They  are  yet  so  strong  there  that  they  hold  a  Division  Encamp- 
ment in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  ;  and  I  venture  the  assertion  they 
are  just  as  strong  as  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  in  that  State.  They 
hold  an  encampment  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  and  have  not  given 
any  positive  assurance  that  they  will  come  in,  but  1  think  this  is  the  way  to 
get  them. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  I  want  to  ask  Brother  Clarkson  if 
at  the  Encampment  at  Paterson  we  did  not  make  a  combination  with  the 
Post  System,  and  give  past  rank  to  all  officers  including  Commanders-in- 
Chief,  and  if  on  two  subsequent  occasions,  or  at  least  one  other,  we  did  not 
have  to  do  it  again  and  give  past  rank  to  two  other  Commanders  in-Chief 
and  I  cannot  say  how  many  Division  Colonels.  There  is  a  little  nest  that 
just  keeps  hatching  out  Commanders-in-Chief  and  Colonels.  They  know 
we  are  anxious  to  get  them  in  and  they  hatch  them  out  and  graduate  them 
into  our  organization.  We  encourage  them  to  stand  out  against  us  by  let- 
ting them  in  on  these  terms.  They  are  lost  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  would  never  give  them  any 
recognition.  We  are  strong  now  and  they  have  nothing,  and  we  encourage 
them  to  hold  out  by  making  these  concessions.  They  know  that  for  each 
year  they  hold  on  they  can  hatch  out  another  Colonel  and  another  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  it  encourages  these  little  fellows  to  keep  that  thing 
up  forever  and  eternally. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  understands  that  this 
resolution  affects  Camp  officers  alone  and  does  not  affect  Past  Division 
Commanders,  or  Past  Commanders  in-Chief. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  if  the  committee  will 
make  their  resolution  so  state,  I  am  not  opposed  to  it. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF :  I  understand  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  has  so  modified  the  resolution. 

JESSE  R.  DUNGAN,  of  New  Jersey:  Commander,  it  is  not  the  in- 
tention to  give  the  past  rank  to  any  Past  Commander  of  the  Post  System. 
Our  idea  is  to  give  the  past  rank  to  Past  Captains.  If  this  Commandery- 
in-Chief  will  grant  us  the  right  to  offer  this  inducement  to  the  Posts  in  the 
New  Jersey  Division  to-day,  we  can  in  the  next  year  get  in  many  Camps 
that  are  to-day  working  under  the  Post  System,  and  we  can  get  them  as 
Sons  of  Veterans,  if  we  are  permitted  to  offer  this  inducement.  The  Past 
Commander-in-Chief  made  one  assertion,  that  these  men  could  not  become 
Division  Commanders  and  Commanders-in-Chief  in  the  Order.  I  say  that 
there  are  men  to-day  in  the  Post  System  in  New  Jersey  just  as  capable  of 
being  Commanders-in  Chief  as  any  men  in  this  Order. 

CHAIRMAN  REED  :  Commander,  the  committee  has  altered  the 
phraseology  of  the  resolution,  so  that  it  embraces  only  Past  Captains. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Then  is  there  any  objection  to  the 
resolution?  There  seems  to  be  none,  and  the  resolution  is  adopted.  The 
chairman  will  proceed  with  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
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RESOLUTIONS  SUBMITTED  BY  THE  MARYLAND  DIVISION. 

First,  requesting  the  restoration  of  the  old  ritual,  or  a  modification  of 
the  present  one.    The  resolution  is  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  The  present  three-degree  ritual  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
has  not  proven  satisfactory,  through  lack  of  proper  facilities  ;  and 

"  Whereas,  The  present  ritual  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  the  one  it  sup- 
erseded and  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Maryland  Division,  present  a 
proper  muster  ceremony;  therefore  be  it 

" Resolved,  That  this  Division's  representatives  be  instructed  to  use 
their  influence  to  have  the  ritual  abolished  and  the  former  one  substituted, 
with  such  other  improvements  as  the  Commandery-in- Chief  see  tit." 

We  report  affirmatively. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Is  there  objection  to  this  section  of 
the  report  ? 

J.  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  rise  for  informa- 
tion. I  want  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  to  explain  that  farther.  Per- 
haps I  do  not  understand  it,  and  if  I  do  not  I  wish  to  be  corrected.  If  it 
means  a  return  to  the  old  ritual  and  the  abolition  of  the  present  three- 
degree  ritual,  that  is  one  thing.  If  the  committee  recommend  an  optional 
clause,  that  might  be  popular  and  help  the  Order  materially,  and  I  rather 
think  it  would  be  better  than  to  go  back  to  the  old  ritual.  If  you  will  strike 
out  certain  words  and  insert  certain  words,  and  then  let  it  be  optional  with 
all  the  Camps  in  the  United  States  to  use  the  ritual  or  not,  it  strikes  me 
you  will  then  be  taking  a  long  step  forward.  (Applause).  I  submit  here 
and  now,  inasmuch  as  we  are  face  to  face  with  this  issue,  that  -if  the  com- 
mittee will  agree  to  retire  and  report  in  favor  of  an  optional  use  of  the 
ritual,  then  we  will  have  taken  a  long  step  towards  establishing  this  organ- 
ization and  putting  it  where  it  belongs.  (Applause). 

HARRY  D.  SISSON,  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  think  that  matter  is  in  the  handa  of  the  Ritual  Committee  at 
the  present  time  and  they  have  a  report  to  make  on  that  subject. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  1  was  about  to  suggest  that  the  res- 
olution itself  should  have  gone  to  the  Ritual  Committee. 

CHAIRMAN  REED  :  Commander,  the  committee  was  aware  of  that. 
We  only  reported  it  in  accordance  with  the  expression  of  the  Commandery- 
in- Chief. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  would  suggest  that  the 
resolution  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Resolution  be  referred  to  the 
Ritual  Committee.  (Cries  of  "  consent,"  "consent.").  If  there  is  no  objection 
it  will  be  so  ordered.    The  chairman  of  the  committee  will  proceed. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
Second,  favoring  the  appeal  to  the  G.  A.  R.  to  admit  Sons  of  Veterans 
into  their  meetings.    The  resolutions  are  as  follows  : 

"  We,  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  respectfully  report  that 
"Whereas,  At  a  regular  meeting  of  Mansfield  Camp,  No.  2,  of  this  Di- 
vision, it  was 

"  Resolved,  That  Mansfield  Camp  endorse  the  action  of  the  Department 
of  Maryland,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  their  endorsement  of  the  res- 
olution providing  for  the  admittance  of  Sons  of  Veterans  into  their  meet- 
ings during  the  transaction  of  active  business,  initiation,  etc.,  to  be  referred 
to  the  National  Encampment,  G.  A.  R  ,  to  be  held  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  there- 
fore be  it 

"Resolved,  That  this  Encampment  instruct  its  representative  and  repre- 
sentative-at -large  to  the  National  Encampment,  Sons  of  Veterans,  to  be 
held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  to  use  all  honorable  means  to  secure  the  favor- 
able approval  of  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  to  the 
above  resolution  of  Mansfield  Camp  ;  and  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  the  representative  and  representative-at-large  use 
their  best  endeavors  to  secure  favorable  action  of  the  National  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  to  a  resolution  to  secure  the  endorsement  by  the 
National  Encampment,  G.  A.  R.,  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Maryland,  G.  A.  R.,  admitting  Sons  of  Veterans  to  their  meetings. " 
(Cries  of  "no,"  "no,"  "no.") 
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The  committee  think  that  the  time  for  such  request  has  not  yet  arrived 
a,nd  report  negatively.  (Applause). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  There  seems  to  be  a  great  deal  of 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  but  none  to  the  report  of  the  committee.  The 
-chairman  will  proceed. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
Third,  asking  the  repeal  of  Section  4,  Article  IV,  Chapter  5  of  the  C,  R. 
and  R. 

Your  committee,  knowing  that  this  matter  is  being  considered  by  an- 
other committee,  report  it  back  without  action. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  There  appears  to  be  no  objection 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows : 

RESOLUTION  PRESENTED  BY  WISCONSIN  DIVISION. 

Asking  that  the  present  three-degree  ritual  be  retained,  which  is  as 
follows  : 

"Be  it  resolved  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Wisconsin  Division  that  we  re- 
tain the  present  three-degree  ritual  with  errata  to  conform  to  latest  U.  S. 
military  tactics.    This  resolution  to  be  presented  to  Commandery-in-Chief. " 

"The  committee  already  having  reported  affirmatively  a  resolution 
from  the  Division  of  Maryland  asking  for  a  return  to  the  old  ritual  now  en- 
thusiastically negative  the  resolution  from  Wisconsin." 

THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  :  There  being  no  objection  it  will  be 
treated  the  same  as  the  previous  resolution  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ritual. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
RESOLUTION  PRESENTED  BY  THE  DIVISION  OF  NEBRASKA. 

Praying  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  report  a  plan  of  insurance.    The  resolution  is  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief 
to  report  a  plan  of  insurance." 

Your  committee  are  unanimously  and  unqualifiedly  of  the  opinion  that 
this  is  a  patriotic  and  not  an  endowment  organization  ;  we,  therefore,  re- 
port negatively.  (Applause). 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF:  The  Encampment  seems  to  have 
decided  that.  Proceed. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

RESOLUTION  PRESENTED  BY  THE  CONNECTICUT  DIVISION. 

A  resolution  relative  to  changes  in  the  Ritual,  requiring  the  printing  of 
the  degrees  in  separate  books.    The  resolution  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  long  and  short  forms  of  the  present  "  three-degree 
ritual"  be  printed  in  separate  books,  and  that  all  minute  details  relating 
to  the  Sergeant  of  Guard's  position  be  printed  in  full  as  in  the  old  ritual. 

This  matter  having  been  covered  by  the  resolution  from  the  Division  of 
Maryland,  and  will  no  doubt  be  considered  by  the  Ritual  Committee,  your 
committee  report  negatively. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  will  go  to  the  Committee  on  Ritual 
if  there  is  no  objection.  Proceed. 

Chairman  Reed  continued  reading  the  report  as  follows  : 

SCHOOL  HISTORIES  OF  THE  WAR. 

"  Resolutions  recognizing  the  necessity  for  reform  of  a  radical  nature  in 
the  matter  of  history  taught  in  our  public  schools,  to  the  end  that  the  true 
story  of  the  suppression  of  an  ungodly  rebellion  be  taught  the  children  of 
the  whole  country,  and  one  endorsing  the  action  of  the  National  Encamp- 
ment of  the  O.  A.  R.  in  this  matter,  and  pledging  our  earnest  support  and 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  five  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  to  be  known  as  the  Committee  on  School  Histories  and  Patriotic 
Teaching,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  committee  of  the  Q.  A.  R." 
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These  are  the  resolutions  handed  in  by  members  representing  the  Grandl 
Army  of  the  Republic,  who  are  also  members  of  this  Encampment,  from 
Indiana.  They  desire  their  consideration  at  this  time,  as  they  must  leave 
the  hall  shortly.  For  that  reason  they  are  taken  out  of  their  order  in  the- 
report  of  the  committee.    The  resolutions  as  handed  in  are  as  follows  : 

"Resolved,  That  this  Encampment  fully  recognizes  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
form in  the  matter  of  the  histories  now  in  use  in  the  public  schools  of  our 
country,  to  the  end  that  they  may  furnish  a  more  correct  and  patriotic  ac- 
count of  that  important  period  covering  the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the- 
Rebellion,  and  we  fully  endorse  the  action  of  the  last  .National  Encamp- 
ment, Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  this  matter  and  pledge  them  our 
earnest  co-operation  ;  and  be  it  further 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Commander  in- 
Chief,  to  be  known  as  the  Committee  on  School  Histories  and  Patriotic 
Teaching,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  committee  of  the  National 
Encampment,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  to  report  their  action  at 
the  next  Cominandery-in-Chief." 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  realize  that  this  is  a  question  of  most  vi- 
tal importance  to  the  future  of  our  American  Republic  and  warmly  recom- 
mend its  adoption  and  enthusiastically  report  it  affirmatively. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF  :  Comrade  Judge  Marsh  is  present 
and  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  to  the  Encampment  on  this  subject.  What 
is  the  pleasure  of  the  Encampment?    (Cries  of  "hear  him,"  "  hear  him.") 

Brothers,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  Judge  Marsh. 

REMARKS  OF  JUDGE  MARSH. 

JUDGE  MARSH  :  Commander  and  gentlemen,  I  have  served  during 
the  past  year  as  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  National  Encampment  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  on  School  Histories.  I  need  not  present 
any  argument  to  you  gentlemen  as  to  the  importance  of  making,  in  our 
public  schools,  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Republic  ;  but  I  may  possibly  pre- 
sent a  fact  to  you  that  may  have  escaped  your  observation,  as  it  had  es- 
caped ours  previous  to  our  investigation  of  this  subject ;  that  is,  that  as  the 
school  histories  now  in  common  use  in  the  schools  all  over  the  country  stand 
to-day,  there  is  no  history  within  my  knowledge,  or  within  the  range  of  the 
investigation  of  the  committee,  that  presents  the  subject  of  the  War  for  the 
Preservation  of  the  Union,  as  a  war  between  a  government  and  those  in  re- 
volt against  its  authority,  but  on  the  contrary,  every  history  in  ordinary 
use  in  the  public  schools  of  the  land  report  and  deal  with  the  war  period 
as  a  contest  simply  between  two  sections  of  our  country,  as  an  athletic  con- 
test, if  you  please,  to  determine  the  question  whether  the  north  or  the 
south  was  the  biggest  or  which  had  the  best  men.  So  the  National  Com- 
mittee of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  have  taken  this  view  of  the 
question,  that  no  history  is  fit  to  be  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
peerless  Republic  that  does  not  recognize  the  fact  that  the  War  for  the 
Preservation  of  the  Union  was  a  war  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  one  hand  and  the  states  in  revolt  upon  the  other. 
(Applause).  We  have  discovered  further  that  within  the  last  twelve 
months  there  has  been  published  by  an  eminent  educator  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  a  school  history  which  bears  upon  its  title  page  the  announce- 
ment by  its  author  that  this  history  is  published  in  order  that  it  may  be 
acceptable  to  the  south,  and  fit  to  be  taught  in  its  schools.  I  want  to  say 
to  you  gentlemen,  sons  of  the  men  who  kept  this  flag  in  the  sky,  that  it  is 
written  in  that  history  that  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  was  the  con- 
summation of  the  greatest  crime  and  the  greatest  piece  of  .  robbery  ever 
practiced  by  a  conquering  people  against  the  conquered  ;  that  this  history 
speaks  of  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea  in  the  same  way,  and  says  of  the  men 
who  sing  "  Marching  through  Georgia  "  that  they  forget  that  this  march 
was  characterized  by  outrages  upon  defenseless  women  and  children  and 
old  men,  and  was  a  blot  upon  the  American  name  and  a  blot  upon  the 
civilization  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

I  say  this  is  the  kind  of  history  issued  within  the  last  twelve  months  to 
go  into  the  hands  of  children  of  this  Republic,  of  those  who  are  to  become 
its  defenders  and  the  custodians  of  its  honor  and  integrity.  But  I  find, 
another  thing.    Not  alone  may  it  be  said  of  the  histories  in  general  use  in. 
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"the  public  schools  in  the  land  that  they  do  not  make  any  distinction,  that 
"they  do  not  distinguish,  that  they  do  not  make  it  plain  and  clear  to  the 
youth  of  the  land  that  this  was  a  war  for  the  preservation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  they  have  so  framed  their  histories  as  to  make  them  acceptable 
-to  the  people  who  were  in  favor  of  the  destruction  of  the  government, 
'believing  that  it  will  be  looked  over  and  passed  over  by  those  who  fought 
tfor  its  preservation. 

One  item  or  two  and  I  have  done.  The  history  in  use  to-day  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  required  to  be  used  by  law,  the  history  in  most  common 
>use  in  the  entire  United  States,  when  first  examined  by  this  committee  con- 
tained this  initial  statement,  "The  State  of  South  Carolina  seceded  from 
-the  Union."  This  as  a  statement  of  fact !  The  Union  was  now  broken  up  ! 
The  State  of  South  Caroline  had  become  a  free  and  independent  nation  ! 
In  the  next  chapter  followed  an  account  of  the  withdrawal  of  seven  states 
•from  the  nation.  Thus,  as  was  said  by  one  seceding  senator,  "They  had 
left  the  National  Government  a  corpse  lying  in  state  at  Washington."  The 
author  of  this  book,  the  advocates  of  this  book,  say  that  it  is  of  necessity 
brief.  The  name  of  Hancock,  of  Reynolds,  of  Sedgwick,  of  McPherson,  of 
Howard,  do  not  appear  in  this  history  at  all.  The  children  read  it  in  vain 
to  find  anything  of  these  magnificent  characters.  Grant  is  mentioned  in 
the  account  of  the  Vicksburg  campaign  three  times — barely  mentioned. 
The  war  eagle  of  the  8th  Wisconsin  Regiment  is  given  more  space  in  this 
book,  which  the  author  says  must  of  necessity  be  brief — he  gives  that  as  an 
■excuse  for  these  omissions — the  war  eagle  of  the  8th  Wisconsin  Regiment  is 
given  more  space  in  that  book  than  is  given  to  the  description  of  the  battles 
of  Stone  River,  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge  altogether.  As 
we  found  it  in  the  first  place  there  was  more  space  given  to  an  account  of  a 
good  old  New  England  mother  accompanying  her  son  to  a  railroad  station 
and  starting  him  off  to  the  war — an  account  given  for  the  purpose  of  ridi- 
culing this  good  old  mother— than  was  given  to  all  these  battles  that  I  have 
named  combined.  This  mother,  it  says,  thrust  into  the  hands  of  her  boy 
"the  well  worn  family  umbrella.  She  did  not  understand  the  art  of  war  as 
well,  perhaps,  as  General  Scott,  but  she  was  determined  that  if  her  son 
had  to  go  to  battle,  he  should  have  shelter  in  wet  weather  if  he  had  to  fight 
in  that  kind.  An  insult  to  every  mother  who  sent  her  boy  to  the  front  with 
tears  and  prayers ;  an  insult  to  every  son  of  a  good  mother  who  went  out 
and  marched  to  death  on  the  red  field  of  war  under  that  flag.  Space  is 
given  to  that,  while  to  Mission  Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain,  those  heights 
on  which  men  climbed  to  glory,  two  lines  and  a  half!  Eleven  lines  given 
to  this  ridicule ;  two  lines  and  a  half  to  Mission  Ridge  and  Lookout 
Mountain. 

I  speak  of  this  merely  to  show  the  necessity  for  the  action  of  this  com- 
mittee. The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  session  at  Buffalo,  adopted 
the  report  made  by  the  committee,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  chair- 
man, a  few  days  ago,  in  which  they  requested  your  organization,  the  Wom- 
en's Relief  Corps  and  every  kindred  organization  to  stand  up  beside  us,  to 
join  hands  with  us,  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  us,  until  in  every 
school  in  the  land  there  shall  be  a  decent  patriotic  history  in  the  hands  of 
your  children  and  our  children,  to  teach  them  the  truth  in  regard  to  the 
great  events  of  that  time  (applause)  ;  this  is  the  reason  this  resolution  is  be- 
fore you.  1  hope  this  magnificent  body  of  men  will  appoint  a  committee 
that  will  do  most  of  the  work  on  this  patriotic  subject  in  the  future. 

I  thank  you,  Commander-in-Chief,  and  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  courtesy 
extended  to  me. 

IRA  W.  CHRISTIAN,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  would  like  to  add  a 
few  words  to  what  Judge  Marsh  has  said  on  this  occasion.  History  should 
"tell  the  truth.  The  history  that  tells  the  truth  on  this  mighty  subject  will 
picture  to  the  American  people  a  lesson  that  time  cannot  efface.  That  les- 
son is  that  treason  is  odious  (applause).  I  want  to  say  that  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  young  people  of  this  country  histories  that  put  a  premium 
upon  treason  and  secession  is  political  suicide.  If  we  permit  this  thing  to  go 
on  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  until  patriotism  shall  be  dead  ;  and  I  say  to 
the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  this  Encampment  that  I  want  to  stand  up  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  the  Grand  Army  on  this  question  ;  I  want  you  to  face  the 
flag,  the  one  flag,  the  only  flag  (applause  and  cheers),  and  cheer  the  Grand 
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Army  of  the  Republic  onward  in  this  great  battle.  More  than  that,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  I  am  a  son  of  a  man  who  died  in  Andersonville  prison  ;  he  was  a 
native  of  Georgia,  but  when  his  native  State  went  out  Of  the  Union — I  say 
to  you  they  did  not  any  of  them  get  out ;  they  got  a  devil  of  a  good  licking 
trying  to  get  out  (applause)— I  say  to  you  that  I  am  representing  that  father 
here  on  this  floor,  and  in  his  name  I  demand  that  the  history  of  this  great 
war  shall  be  a  truthful  history,  and  every  Son  of  a  Veteran  shall  join  in  the 
efforts  of  the  Grand  Army  and  insist  that  those  who  write  that  history  shall 
write  it  truthfully.  (Applause). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF  :  The  Encampment  has  been  asked 
to  say  whether  they  are  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  that  is  the  case  and  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  put  the  question.  The 
demonstration  that  has  greeted  the  sentiments  that  have  been  uttered  by 
the  speakers  shows  the  feeling  of  this  organization  on  that  subject.  I  under- 
stand the  Committee  on  Resolutions  have  nothing  further  to  offer  at  this 
time. 

CHAIRMAN  REED  :  Nothing,  Commander,  except  a  request  that 
brothers  who  have  resolutions  they  desire  considered  will  let  us  have  them 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  in  order  that  we  may  get  through  with  our 
work. 

PRESENTATION  TO  PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  WALKER. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brothers  of  the  Encampment,  I 
again  introduce  to  you  General  Walker,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  I  desire  to  remind  you  that  a  year  ago  it  was 
your  pleasure  to  express  your  great  satisfaction  at  the  very  kindly  feeling- 
that  existed  between  the  officers  of  your  Commandery-in-Chief  and  the  then 
bead  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  I  desire  to-day  to  reiterate  to  you. 
General  Walker,  that  there  is  nothing  gives  us  so  much  pleasure  as  to  meet 
with  the  veterans  of  the  war,  and  particularly  we  value  the  interchange  of 
courtesies  that  lead  both  of  these  organizations  up  to  the  one  desired  end. 
It  is  not  now,  it  has  not  been,  and  it  never  will  be,  the  purpose  of  this  or- 
ganization to  ask  for  assistance  from  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  our  aim  to  establish  an  organization,  to  bring  it  numeri- 
cally and  otherwise  to  the  point  where  we  shall  some  day,  we  hope,  be  able, 
as  your  ranks  are  decimated,  to  be  of  assistance  to  the  veterans  of  the  war. 
We  recognize,  however,  that  all  new  organizations  have  their  troublous 
times.  We  have  passed  through  that  stage.  We  have  had  trials  and  we 
have  passed  through  them  by  the  help  of  such  persons  as  yourself. 

In  testimony  of  the  many  kindnesses  that  we  have  been  the  recipient  of 
at  your  hands,  and  the  very  fraternal  feelings  that  exist  between  us,  this 
Commandery-in-Chief  has  authorized  its  officers  to  present  to  you  this  tes- 
timony of  their  regard.  In  presenting  it  I  desire  to  say  that  it  is  our  wish 
that  you  may  live  many  years,  and  that  whenever  you  shall  have  occasion 
to  bring  into  use  this  loving  cup  you  may  think  of  the  boys  who  gave  it  to 
you,  and  not  value  it  for  its  intrinsic  worth,  but  think  of  the  sentiment  that 
prompted  the  gift.  (Applause). 

PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  WALKER'S  REMARKS. 

GENERAL  WALKER  :  Commander-in-Chief  and  brothers  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans,  I  did  not  expect  anything  of  this  kind  when  I  came  here  this 
morning,  but  thought  merely  to  bid  you  God  speed  in  your  work  of  patriot- 
ism and  loyalty.  As  I  look  into  your  faces  this  morning  I  think  I  can  dis- 
cover the  antidote  for  Debsism  and  other  anarchistic  teachings  in  this 
country.  (Applause). 

While  we  hold  open,  my  young  friends,  the  doors  of  this  country  for  the 
entrance  of  all  worthy  people  of  Europe,  and  while  we  invite  every  man 
and  woman  to  come  here  who  comes  to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of 
bettering  their  condition  and  to  become  good  citizens,  we  have  no  room 
for  those  who  come  here  or  those  who  are  driven  here,  to  teach  and  practice 
anarchy.  (Applause).  The  red  flag  is  a  menace  to  this  government  and 
should  go.  and  the  men  who  teach  the  principles  of  the  reg  flag  of  anarchy 
should  get  out  of  this  country.  (Applause).  If  they  do  not  like  its  institu- 
tions and  laws,  they  should  get  out  of  it.  (Applause).  Storage  passage  is. 
very  cheap.  (Applause). 
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You  should  congratulate  yourselves  that  you  are  residents,  that  you  are 
citizens,  of  this  great  Republic  of  these  United  States  of  America.  But  do  we 
stop  to  think  what  those  words  mean— the  United  States  of  America?  A 
wilderness  of  lakes,  rivers  and  forests,  changed  by  the  magic  wand  of  free 
labor  into  a  land  of  victorious  freeman,  populous  cities  and  great  states  :  a 
nation  where  no  man  doffs  his  hat  to  another  except  in  the  courtesy  of 
equals;  where  no  slave's  presence  dishonors  labor;  where  education  is  free  ; 
where  manhood  is  respected  ;  where  scholars  and  statesmen  have  made  the 
nineteenth  century  blaze  with  the  splendor  of  the  gems  that  have  set  in  the 
starry  diadem  of  progress  !  We  should  all  congratulate  ourselves  upon 
living  in  such  a  blessed  land.  In  the  performance  of  my  duties  of  Comman- 
der-in-Chief of  the  Grand  Army  I  could  feel  a  wave  of  patriotism  sweeping 
over  the  land  such  as  I  had  not  felt  since  the  war.  Patriotism  is  being  re- 
vived, and  I  want  to  say  to  you  young  gentlemen  here  that  you  are  a  large 
factor  in  the  work  of  teaching  patriotism  and  loyalty.  I  was  sitting  some- 
time ago  with  a  friend  of  mine  opposite  a  school  house  in  a  distant  state  ;  it 
was  shortly  after  breakfast  and  I  saw  the  children  trooping  into  that  school 
house  ;  I  saw  a  flag  sent  up  and  then  I  heard  them  singing  that  sweetest 
song  of  all  the  world,  when  sung  by  children's  voices,  led  by  the  sweet 
soprano  of  the  daughter  of  my  friend,  '"My  country,  'tis  of  thee,  sweet 
land  of  liberty,  of  thee  I  sing."  I  thought  if  that  were  going  on  all  over 
this  land  this  country  would  be  ever  safe  and  free. 

My  young  friends,  you  can  congratulate  yourselves  also  that  you  are 
sons  of  the  men  who  saved  this  glorious  Republic.  How  many  men  in  the 
days  to  come  will  reckon  their  nobility  back  to  Shiloh,  Vicksburg  or  Appo- 
mattox !  You,  the  sons,  grandsons  and  great-grandsons  will  say,  my  father 
stood  with  Thomas  at  Nashville,  or  Sherman  at  Atlanta,  or  with  Grant  in 
the  Wilderness,  and  that  is  my  patent  of  nobility.  As  I  look  into  your 
faces  this  morning  I  cannot  help  in  some  respect  to  envy  you.  You  will  be 
actors  on  a  stage  of  government  on  which  my  mortal  vision  can  never  rest. 
In  my  opinion,  the  coining  years  will  be  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  ad- 
vancing civilization — in  the  domain  of  discovery,  art,  science,  the  growth  of 
knowledge  and  the  glory  of  the  Republic  ;  but,  crowd  your  maturer  years 
with  all  these  advantages,  there  is  one  experience  you  can  never  know — the 
fierce  delight  pervading  those  fateful  years  when  patriotism  flashed  through 
this  land  like  an  electric  thrill,  when  men  forgot  party  and  marched  cheer- 
fully to  wounds  and  death  that  their  country  might  live.  How  those  days 
continue  to  rise  before  us  with  their  memories  of  tenderness  and  glory. 
Many  of  our  comrades  fell  in  that  time.  They  found  on  the  red  field  of  bat- 
tle a  fame  that  shall  endure  forever.  That  which  the  valor  and  patriotism 
of  your  fathers  gained,  oh,  let  their  sons  preserve  :  freedom,  prosperity, 
equal  rights,  the  dignity  of  labor,  the  supremacy  of  the  laws.  These  are 
your  heritage  ;  see  that  you  loose  it  not.  Keep  the  standard  of  this  nation 
full  high  and  in  the  advance.  (Applause). 

I  thank  you,  my  friends,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for  this  kind  re- 
membrance. As  you  separate  from  this  gathering  may  you  be  constantly 
under  the  guardian  care  of  Him  who  sheltered  your  fathers  in  the  fierce 
flame  of  battle,  and  finally  may  you  hear  from  the  lips  of  the  Supreme 
Great  Commander,  "well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant."  (Applause).  I 
thank  you. 

RECESS  UNTIL  POUR  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  in  view  of  the  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  parade  at  two  o'clock,  and 
the  promise  made  to  the  Veterans  who  will  be  in  line  to-day  not  to  keep 
them  waiting,  exposed  to  the  intense  heat  of  the  sun  this  afternoon,  I  now 
move  that  this  body  take  recess  until  four  o'clock  this  afternoon.  We  have 
promised  the  Veterans  that  the  line  of  march  will  be  short  and  that  they 
will  only  be  kept  on  their  feet  for  a  short  time,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that 
the  parade  move  promptly. 

IRA.  W.  CHRISTIAN,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  propose  three  cheers 
for  Colonel  Walker. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Three  cheers  for  Colonel  Walker. 
Now,  altogether. 

(Cheers). 
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COLONEL  WALKER  :  Commander,  I  beg  to  thank  you  all  again.  I 
failed  to  state  when  I  was  on  the  platform  that  a  sudden  business  call  takes 
me  out  of  the  city  this  afternoon,  which  I  very  greatly  regret,  because  it 
will  prevent  my  being  with  you  at  the  camp-fire.  I  wanted  to  say  this  so 
you  will  understand  my  absence. 

GEORGE  W.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  second  Brother 
Noel's  motion  to  take  recess  until  four  o'clock. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  understands  that  the 
Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  have  revised  the  report 
that  was  re-committed  to  them.  The  Chair  would  suggest  that  it  be  read 
now  so  that  the  brothers  may  have  it  in  mind  and  keep  it  under  considera- 
tion until  we  meet  this  afternoon.  If  there  is  no  objection  the  Chair  will 
direct  the  reading  of  the  report.  There  seems  to  be  no  objection  and 
Brother  Gardner  will  proceed. 

Dan  S.  Gardner,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules 
and  Regulations,  read  the  revised  recommendations  of  the  committee  as 
follows  : 

REVISED  RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  C,  R.  AND  R. 

Recommendation  No.  1.  That  after  carefully  considering  the  sugges- 
tions contained  in  the  report  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  with  a  view 
of  remedying  the  ills  pointed  out,  it  is  hereby  recommended  that  the  incom- 
ing Commander  in-Chief  appoint  a  committee,  consisting  of  twenty  five  (25) 
members,  of  which  the  present  Commander-in-Chief  and  all  Past  Comman- 
ders in-Chief  in  good  standing  shall  be  members  ;  of  which  the  Commander- 
in  Chief  shall  be  chairman  ex-officio,  and  of  which  seven  members  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  This  committee  shall  des- 
ignate a  time  and  place  for  meeting,  at  which  time  and  place  the  committee 
is  hereby  empowered  to  make  such  changes  and  additions  to  the  present 
Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  as  in  their  judgment  the  needs  and  re- 
quirements of  the  Order  demand  ;  the  same  to  become  operative  immedi- 
ately upon  promulgation  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Recommendation  No.  2.  The  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
to  be  borne  by  themselves. 

Recommendation  No.  3.  That  all  recommendations  and  petitions  to  the 
present  committee  be  referred  to  the  above  named  committee  for  action. 

Recommendation  No.  4.  Inasmuch  as  there  are  no  commissions  issued, 
nor  rank  conferred  upon  the  members  of  the  Camp,  Division  and  Council- 
in-Chief,  we  hereby  recommend  that  a  commission  be  issued  to  the  mem- 
bers of  said  Council  and  that  they  bear  rank  as  follows  :  That  the  members 
of  the  Camp  Council  shall  rank  as  First  Lieutenants,  that  the  members  of 
Division  Council  shall  rank  as  Majors  and  the  members  of  the  Council-in- 
Chief  as  Brigadier-Generals. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  now  insist  on  the 
motion  to  take  recess. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  Commandery  in-Chief  do  now  take  recess  until  four  o'clock  p.  m. 
Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  their  assent  by  the  usual  voting  sign 
of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary,  if  any,  the  same  sign.  The  motion 
is  carried  and  the  Encampment  takes  recess  until  four  o'clock  p.  m. 


FRIDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION. 


Four  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  :  The  brothers  will  come  to  order. 
Inspector-General,  are  all  present  entitled  to  remain  ? 

THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL:    Commander,  they  are. 
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CONGRATULATORY  TELEGRAMS. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Adjutant-General,  have  you  any 
communications  ? 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL:  Commander,  I  am  in  receipt  of  the 
following  communications : 

Knoxvllle,  Tenn.,  September  10th,  1897. 
H.  H.  Hammer,  care  of  S.  of  V.  Headquarters,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
Greetings  and  best  wishes  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

E.  R.  CARTER. 


Cleveland,  O.,  September  9th,  1897. 
To  Sons  of  Veterans'1  Assembly,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

The  National  Alliance,  Daughters  of  Veterans,  wish  to  extend  greetings 
to  their  brothers  who  are  in  assembly  this  beautiful  day.  "  May  the  sons 
and  daughters  live  long,  may  all  their  efforts  be  crowned  with  success  and 
may  this  convention  be  one  of  the  most  successful  ones  on  record"  is  the 
wishes  of  the  Daughters  of  Veterans.    With  best  wishes,  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

JULIA  A.  CROFT, 
Nat'l  Prest.  D.  of  V. 

CONSIDERATION  OF  REVISED  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  C, 

R.  AND  R, 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF:  The  question  before  the  Encamp- 
ment is  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations,  read  by  the  chairman  of  that  committee  prior  to 
taking  recess.    I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  them  read  again. 

Chairman  Gardner  read  the  recommendations  of  the  committee. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :    Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF:  The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  it  seems  to  me  from  the  read- 
ing of  the  recommendation  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  make 
this  revised  Constitution  operative  upon  the  promulgation  of  the  same  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief.  I  think  that  would  be  unconstitutional  and  I  de- 
sire to  make  the  point  of  order  that  the  method  suggested  for  the  revision 
of  the  Constitution  is  unconstitutional. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Will  Brother  Orner  state  his  reason 
for  that  opinion  ? 

C.  T.  ORNER.,  of  Illinois:  Commander,  the  Constitution  provides 
■ways  and  means  by  which  it  shall  he  changed  or  amended,  and  the  method 
which  is  proposed  is  not  the  way  that  is  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  :  Brother  Orner  is  correct  in  that  the 
Constitution  does  state  how  it  shall  be  altered  and  amended,  but.  however, 
if  you  will  refer  to  the  minutes  of  the  Coramandery-in  Chief  at  Wheeling, 
you  will  find  that  it  was  there  decided  that  this  Commandery  is  a  law  unto 
itself,  and  it  is  the  supreme  source  of  power. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  admit  we  are  a  law  unto 
■ourselves  ;  that  we  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  Order,  and  any  action  of  the 
Commandery-in  Chief  here  is  constitutional,  provided  it  is  not  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  we  have  already  established  in  this  Order.  The  method 
proposed  to  be  adopted  in  altering  and  amending  the  present  Constitution 
is  first  out  of  order  on  account  of  the  unconstitutional  method  by  which  you 
propose  to  adopt  it,  and  in  the  second  place  it  is  out  of  order  because  this  is 
an  incorporated  body.  It  was  incorporated  years  ago  under  General  Ab- 
bott, about  the  time  of  the  Paterson  Encampment,  or  before  that  time,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois.  Now,  if  we  adopt  this  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  proposed  committee  of  twenty-five  may  so  alter  and  amend  our  Con- 
stitution as  to  completely  change  the  character  of  this  organization,  and 
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bring  it  into  direct  conflict  with  our  articles  of  incorporation.  As  I  was  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  this  Order  I  would  call  a  halt  on  that  right  here. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Do  I  understand  the  brother  to  say 
that  this  is  an  incorporated  organization  to  day  ? 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois:    I  so  understand  it,  Commander. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  begs  leave  to  differ  with 
the  brother. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  if  the  several  Commanders- 
in-Chief  and  Councils-in-Chief  have  done  their  duty  and  reported  them- 
selves to  the  State  House  after  each  election,  we  still  remain  an  incorpo- 
rated body.  I  am  ignorant  of  any  action  taken  by  which  we  cease  to  be 
an  incorporated  body. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  would  remind  Brother 
Orner  that  the  Commandery-in  Ceief  is  a  migratory  body,  having  its  head- 
quarters first  in  one  state  and  then  in  another.  How  could  it  keep  up  its 
incorporation  in  the  State  of  Illinois  ? 

C.  J.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  it  seems  to  me  the 
only  power  in  this  land  that  could  incorporate  this  organization  would  be 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  brother  is  absolutely  correct. 
Articles  of  incorporation  such  as  Brother  Orner  cites  would  not  hold.  The 
point  of  order  made  by  Brother  Orner  I  would  decide  not  well  taken  in  that 
regard.    The  Chair  overrules  the  point  of  order. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  Commander— 

JOSEPH  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  may  I  ask 
for  the  floor  for  a  few  moments  ?  I  imagine  the  intention  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  is  to  secure  the  first  step  to- 
wards what  might  be  called  the  optional  feature.  This  would  apply  prac- 
tically in  this  case  to  the  matter  of  uniforms.  Now,  without  arguing  in 
favor  or  against,  1  simply  propose  to  tell  you  what  my  opinion  is,  and  what 
my  diagnosis  of  the  report  submitted  by  Brother  Gardner  is.  Anyone 
who  has  had  any  experience  with  this  organization,  whether  it  be  a6  picket 
guard  or  Commander-in-Chief,  knows  that  there  is  a  restless  element — and 
1  say  it  kindly,  too — a  number  of  long-lost  Moseses  who  believe  that  their 
advent  in  this  Order  is  going  to  lead  it  out  of  all  its  difficulties;  each  one 
of  whom,  perhaps,  is  in  favor  of  a  reform  of  some  kind  that  will  be  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  organization.  You  and  I  have  seen  these  brothers  come 
in  here,  and,  meteor-like,  shoot  across  the  firmament  of  the  Order,  and 
then  die  out,  and  the  bullrushes  fade  and  dry  up. 

Whether  or  not  this  is  an  inspiration  from  some  long-lost  Moses  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  at  this  time,  but  certain  it  is  that  this  Encampment 
must  take  definite  action  in  this  matter  of  option,  and  as  I  said  this  fore- 
noon, especially  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  exemplification  of  the  ritual  in 
the  several  Camps.  I  think  we  are  agreed  upon  that;  many  of  us  appre- 
ciate that.  But  it  is  another  matter  to  say  whether  or  not  the  time  has 
arrived  when  we  should  abolish  absolutely  everything  pertaining  to  uni- 
formity. That  is  the  question  at  issue  before  us  as  I  understand  it.  Now, 
without  attempting  to  argue  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  this  matter — and 
I  have  my  own  opinion  as  a  layman  upon  it — I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  this  supreme  body  to  the  proposition  submitted  to  it,  and  that  is,  that 
you  and  I  are  to  waive  our  rights  and  delegate  the  same  to  a  committee  of 
twenty-five.  In  short,  the  proposition  is  to  delegate  to  that  committee 
certain  powers  that  might  possibly  work  to  the  detriment  of  the  organiza- 
tion later  on.  That  is  the  one  point  I  desire  to  call  your  particular  atten- 
tion to — whether  or  not  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  delegate  our  powers  to  a 
committee  of  twenty-five  and  let  them  charter  a  new  constitution  which 
shall  become  the  law  of  this  organization  upon  its  promulgation  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  I  submit  here,  and  I  say  it  again  in  all  candor  and 
in  all  kindness,  that  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  do,  a  very  dangerous  thing 
to  do.  You  and  I,  my  brothers,  who  have  attended  many  of  these  Encamp- 
ments, know  that  there  has  been  a  controversy  as  to  the  matter  of  unifor- 
mity ;  and  this  question  of  military  organization  or  semi-military  organiza- 
tion will  continually  jump  across  our  vision  and  we  cannot  down  it;  it  is 
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an  absolute  impossibility  to  prevent  discussion  upon  that  matter.  The  2 
great  majority  of  the  members  of  this  organization  have  inherited  the  blood 
of  a  soldier,  and  they  feel  that  in  the  uniform  of  a  soldier  they  look  best, 
act  best,  and  possibly  live  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  Order  best.  (Ap- 
plause). I  am  not  saying  that  is  my  individual  opinion  but  I  give  it  simply 
as  a  fact,  having  been  an  eye  witness  for  a  number  of  years  of  the  workings 
of  this  organization.  The  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  committee,  no 
doubt,  would  like  to  see  maintained  its  splendid  military  spirit.  If  we 
could  keep  up  a  semi-military  organization,  and  also  a  civic  organization  in 
the  Order;  afford  opportunity  to  drill  or  to  meet  as  a  historical  society 
without  uniform  ;  if,  for  instance,  a  body  of  gentlemen  in  Chicago  desired 
to  meet  as  a  dining  organization,  they  could  do  so  in  the  evening  dress  of 
gentlemen  or  men  who  are  in  the  habit  of  assembling  around  the  mahog- 
any. That  would  be  one  thing.  But  at  the  same  time  we  have  had  evi- 
dence before  us — and  I  trust  the  representatives  from  that  Camp  will 
pardon  me  for  referring  to  it— in  the  case  of  the  Lafayette  Camp,  of  New 
York  City,  a  body  of  very  respectable  youDg  gentlemen,  young  men  who 
stood  and  do  stand  as  high  as  any  body  of  men  in  the  Republic,  and  yet 
those  young  men  are  not  only  willing  to  wear  a  uniform,  but  are  apparently 
proud  of  it  (applause)  ;  that  is  Lafayette  Camp  and  one  of  the  best  organ- 
izations in  this  country,  no  matter  what  it  might  be.  Again  I  ask  pardon 
for  referring  to  it. 

Now  then,  my  friends,  the  question  has  arrived,  an  interesting  question 
for  you  and  me  to  decide,  what  are  the  ills  of  this  organization  as  set 
forth  briefly  by  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  ?  Is 
it  the  same  old  question?  Is  it  the  ghost  of  the  military  question  again 
treading  noiselessly  across  the  Encampment  floor  ?  If  it  is  we  can  decide  it 
now.  We  have  decided  it  once,  and  I  think  we  have  got  the  courage  to 
meet  it  again.  And  so  I  say  I  hesitate  before  I  leave  this  matter  to  this 
committee  of  twenty-five,  rather  a  cumbersome  affair,  I  think,  to  say  the 
least  of  it.  I  hesitate  before  I  leave  this  matter  to  a  coinujittee  of  twenty- 
five.  It  is  a  large  committee.  It  is  to  serve  without  compensation,  and 
here  let  me  commend  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations 
for  its  wisdom  in  embellishing  its  report  with  that  latter  clause.  But,  Com- 
mander, for  one,  at  least,  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  a  committee  of 
twenty-five  at  this  time.  I  am  prepared,  however,  to  vote  to  make  it  op- 
tional with  the  Camps  in  this  country  whether  they  use  the  ritual  or  do  not 
use  the  ritual  as  they  see  fit  ;  but  I  would  insist,  I  want  to  say,  absolutely 
upon  the  use  of  an  obligation  in  every  Camp.  I  do  not  think  any  Camp 
would  desire  to  organize  without  an  obligation.  That  would,  in  my  opinion, 
give  all  these  young  gentlemen  who  desire  to  come  into  the  organization  as 
a  historical  society,  or  as  a  dining  club,  or  as  any  other  kind  of  an  organiza- 
tion, an  opportunity  to  work  along  the  lines  of  charity,  and  even  greater, 
the  lines  of  patriotism,  and  enable  them  to  march  with  us  under  the  banner 
of  Sons  of  Veterans. 

I  did  not  intend  to  say  this  much,  but  I  could  not  permit  the  oppor- 
tunity to  go  by,  for  I  regard  it  as  a  momentous  question  ;  I  regard  it  as  a 
proposition  of  the  gravest  import  that  all  the  powers  of  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief  should  be  delegated  to  a  committee  of  twenty-five,  which  is  what 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  pro- 
poses. I  say  this  kindly  to  my  brothers  of  the  committee,  that  as  an  indi- 
vidual member  of  this  Encampment  I  am  not  prepared  to  endorse  their  re- 
port. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois:  Commander,  I  have  the  right  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  in  overruling  my  point  of  order.  I  rose  for  that 
purpose,  but  the  Chair  recognized  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Maccabe,  and 
I  was  willing  to  hear  him.  1  now  move  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  in  overruling  my  point  of  order  upon  the  constitutionality  of  this  re- 
port. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  recognizes  Brother  Orner's 
right  to  appeal.  The  question  then  arises,  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  decision  of  the  house  ?  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  Ken- 
nedy may  put  the  question  on  the  appeal. 
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CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  information.  I  am  not  fully  advised  as  to  the  subject  matter  of  this  ap- 
peal ;  that  is  to  say,  as  to  the  language  of  the  Constitution  and  the  manner 
in  which  Brother  Orner  claims  that  the  report  of  this  committee  would  be  a 
violation  of  it.    I  should  like  information  myself  on  that  point. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  question  comes  up  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rulesand  Regulations.  They  have  made 
a  report.  Brother  Orner  raises  the  point  of  order  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  is  unconstitutional,  forgetting  that  it  is  not  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  that  we  are  acting  upon  at  the  present  time,  but  the  report 
of  the  committee.  The  Chair  decides  that  his  point  of  order  is  not  well 
-taken.  He  takes  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  that  his  point  is 
not  well  taken,  and  we  are  about  to  place  before  the  Encampment  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  decision  of  the  Chair  shall  stand  as  the  decision  of  the 
Encampment. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  allow  me  to  state  that  as  I 
understood  it  in  taking  the  appeal.  The  committee  came  in  here  with  a  re- 
port recommending  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  twenty-five  mem- 
bers, consisting  of  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  and  others,  a  quorum  of  seven 
Toeing  sufficient  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  providing  further  that 
that  committee  shall  have  power  to  amend  the  Constitution  in  any  way  it 
ma  y  see  fit,  and  that  such  Constitution  as  amended  and  revised  by  the  com- 
mittee shall  be  in  force  immediately  upon  promulgation  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  without  any  action  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  ratifying  or 
adopting  the  amendments  made  by  the  committee. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  I  believe,  however,  the  report  of  the 
committee,  as  it  is  before  this  body  at  present,  is  subject  to  any  amount  of 
amendment  that  you  may  desire  to  make  to  it. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  Yes,  Commander,  it  is,  but  the  report  of 
this  committee  of  twenty-five  will  not  be  before  us  for  amendment  or  ratifi- 
cation. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  Until  the  question  comes  upon  con- 
ferring upon  the  committee  the  right  to  amend  the  Constitution  I  have  to 
contend  that  the  question  is  not  one  of  altering  our  Constitution. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  the  question  is  whether  we 
have  the  constitutional  right  to  allow  the  committee  to  perform  those  acts. 
The  question  is  purely  a  constitutional  question,  and  on  that  I  take  an 
appeal. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  think  this  matter 
may  be  cleared  up  in  a  moment  if  Brother  Gardner  will  read  the  report 
again.    Then  we  will  understand  exactly  what  the  report  contemplates. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  We  will  call  upon  Brother  Gardner 
to  again  read  that  report. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  read  Recommendation  No.  1  of  the 
report. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  perhaps  an  appeal  is  not 
debatable,  but  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege  and  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  this  national  body  to  one  very  important  proposition,  and  that  is 
this  :  This  is  the  supreme  body  of  the  Order.  The  sovereignty  rests  here.  It 
is  a  proposition  of  law  that  where  the  sovereignty  rests  in  the  supreme  leg- 
islative body  that  sovereignty  cannot  be  delegated  to  another  body,  even 
by  the  sovereign  body  itself.  That  sovereignty  cannot  be  delegated.  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  constitutional  for  this  body  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
twenty-five  which  might  devise  a  scheme  for  reorganizing  this  Order  upon  a 
different  plan  and  submit  that  to  the  Commandery  at  the  next  session,  and 
if  the  Commandery  ratified  its  action  it  would  be  legal  and  valid,  because 
there  the  sovereign  body  makes  it  its  own  act ;  but  under  the  law  a  com- 
mittee of  twenty  five  could  not  accept  a  delegation  of  sovereignty  so  far  as 
to  make  the  supreme  organic  law  of  the  Order  itself. 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  I  do  not  know  what  the  views  of  the 
committee  are  on  this  subject  of  extending  the  committee's  powers  and  hav- 
ing it  report  back  to  this  Encampment.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
can  likely  tell  us. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  understand  now 
that  Brother  Orner  has  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  and  that 
the  appeal  is  open  for  debate. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :   There  is  no  objection  to  it. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  upon  that  question, 
the  pure  legal  question,  I  wish  to  be  heard.  Article  VIII  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  reads  as  follows  : 

"The  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  and  the  ritual  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  shall  only  be  altered  or  amended  by  the  Command- 
ery  in-Chief  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  members  reported  present  and  en- 
titled to  vote  at  the  stated  annual  meeting  thereof  ;  but  any  section  herein 
may  be  suspended  for  the  time  being  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief by  such  majority  vote." 

Commander,  until  that  section  has  been  repealed  and  suspended  it  is 
the  law  of  our  Order.  In  direct  violation  of  the  law  it  is  proposed  to  amend 
the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  through  a  committee  of  twenty-five 
without  your  Commandery-in-Chief  ever  setting  eyes  upon  a  single  amend- 
ment or  alteration.  I  claim  that  it  is  unconstitutional  and  illegal,  and  this 
body  should  not  countenance  such  a  proposition  for  a  moment.  (Cries  of 
"question,"  "question.") 

SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  an  appeal  has 
has  been  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  Those  in 
favor  of  the  appeal  will  make  it  known — those  in  favor  of  sustaining  the 
Chair  will  make  it  known  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Those  op- 
posed the  same  sign.    The  decision  of  the  Chair  seems  to  be  not  sustained. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  chairman  of  the  committee  will 
proceed  with  the  report. 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  move  you,  sir, 
that  this  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  this  recommendation,  or 
whatever  it  may  be  designated,  be  laid  upon  the  table  indefinitely. 

IRA  CHRISTIAN,  of  Indiana  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas:  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege.  I  believe  that  this  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
has  now  a  serious  matter  before  it,  but  instead  of  moving  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  which  would  shut  off  all  general  debate  or  amendment,  I  think  we 
should  allow  the  consideration  of  it  for  a  few  moments.  I  believe  there  are 
one  or  two  matters  that  might  be  discussed  right  now  for  the  good  of  the 
Order. 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana :  Commander,  my  purpose  in 
making  this  motion  was,  if  possible,  to  get  at  the  merits  of  this  question — 
not  to  dispose  of  it  upon  technical  grounds — so  that  it  will  not  be  bobbing 
up  again  and  again  during  this  Encampment.  For  myself  I  hope  to  have  it 
debated  and  will  be  glad  to  take  part  in  that  debate  myself. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas :  Commander,  may  I  ask  Brother  Griffin 
a  question  ?  General  Griffin,  will  you  change  your  motion  so  as  to  make  it 
that  the  recommendation  be  not  concurred  in  ? 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana  :  Yes,  Commander,  I  will  so  mod- 
ify my  motion.  I  desire  to  change  the  motion  as  suggested  by  Brother  Mor- 
gan so  that  the  matter  may  be  debated. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  then  understands  that 
the  motion  now  is  that  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be  not  con- 
curred in.    On  that  motion  the  Chair  recognizes  Brother  Morgan. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas  :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  want  to  make  a 
motion  and  afterwards,  perhaps,  to  explain  it.  I  desire  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing motion  as  an  amendment,  or  substitute,  amending  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  read  as  follows  : 
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"That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  incoming  Commander- 
in-Chief  to  consider  and  prepare  a  revision  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations,  seeking  to  reorganize  the  Order  so  as  to  modify  the  evils  that 
exist,  and  if  possible  to  place  the  Order  on  a  firmer  basis,  but  on  the  same 
principles  it  now  inculcates  ;  the  report  of  said  committee  to  be  submitted 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief." 

C.  J.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF:  The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

C.  J.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania  :  My  point  of  order  is,  Commander, 
that  when  this  Commandery  in-Chief  decided  that  it  was  unconstitutional 
to  appoint  the  committee  of  twenty-five  as  provided  it  disposed  of  this  ques- 
tion entirely  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:    It  did. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  understood  Brother 
Orner  to  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the  report  of  the  committee  was  un- 
constitutional ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  We  were  then  considering  the  first 
recommendation,  considering  that  section  of  the  report. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  The  Commandery-in-Chief  decided 
that  it  was  unconstitutional,  so  that  the  report  cannot  come  before  this 
Commandery-in-Chief  until  it  has  been  altered  by  the  committee.  This  re- 
port of  the  committee  is  not  before  the  Encampment. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  report  of  the  committee  is  not 
before  us. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Then  Commander,  Brother  Mor- 
gan's motion  must  come  up  as  a  new  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  understands  he  is  speak- 
ing for  the  committee  at  this  time. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  was  about  to  make  a 
motion  that  this  matter  be  re-committed  to  this  committee  with  instruc- 
tions to  incorporate  in  their  report  this  resolution  which  I  have  written 
very  hastily. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  understands  Brother 
Morgan's  aim  is  to  assist  this  committee  and  the  Commandery-in-Chief  by 
making  a  motion  that  is  unobjectionable. 

C.  J.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  it  seems  to  me  the 
business  of  the  Encampment  is  to  proceed  with  the  report  of  this 
committee. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  report  of  the  committee  is  not 
before  us;  that  is,  recommendation  number  one. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  make  the  motion  that 
this  matter  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  with  instructions  to  incor- 
porate a  recommendation  providing  for  a  committee  of  five  to  formulate 
this  plan  and  present  it  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  cannot  accept  that 
motion.  The  Chair  cannot  accept  a  motion  to  instruct  a  committee  how  it 
shall  report.  The  Chair  will  entertain  a  motion  to  instruct  the  committee 
to  make  another  report.  That  is  constitutional.  The  Chair  can  accept  a 
motion  of  that  kind,  but  it  cannot  accept  a  motion  to  instruct  a  committee 
definitely  as  to  how  it  shall  report. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  has  not  the  Committee 
on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  the  floor  at  this  time  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:    It  has. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas:  Commander,  then  I  ask  for  the  regular 
order. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  The  second  section  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  is  then  before  us. 
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CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  the  motion  which 
I  made  has  not  been  disposed  of. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  motion  that  General  Griffin 
made  is  out  of  order  for  the  reason  that  the  first  recommendation  of  that 
•committee  was  decided  by  the  Encampment  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  is 
not  before  us.    The  committee  will  proceed  with  their  report. 

Chairman  Gardner  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

'■'•Recommendation  No.  1.  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
incoming  Commander-in-Chief  to  consider  and  prepare  a  revision  of  the 
Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  seeking  to  reorganize  the  Order  so  as 
to  modify  the  evils  that  exist,  and  if  possible  to  place  the  Order  on  a  firmer 
basis,  but  on  the  same  principles  it  now  inculcates  ;  the  same  to  be  reported 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commandery-in- Chief." 

J.  B  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  is  an  amendment 
to  that  report  in  order  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:    It  is. 

J.  B  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  move  to  insert 
after  the  word  "consider"  in  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  these 
words,  "the  advisability  of  revising;"  and  at  the  conclusion  the  words 
"  said  committee  to  serve  without  compensation,"  so  that  the  recommen- 
dation will  read : 

"Recommendation  No.  — .  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by 
the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief  to  consider  the  advisability  of  preparing 
a  revision  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  seeking  to  reorganize 
the  Order  so  as  to  modify  the  evils  that  exist,  and  if  possible  to  place  the 
Order  on  a  firmer  basis,  but  on  the  principles  it  now  inculcates  ;  the  same 
to  be  reported  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Cominandery-in-Chief ;  said  com- 
mittee to  serve  without  compensation.". 

J.  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

CHAIRMAN  GARDNER:  Commander,  the  committee  are  willing  to 
accept  the  second  amendment,  that  said  committee  serve  without  compen- 
sation, but  not  the  first. 

J.  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  insist  on  my  first 
amendment,  to  insert  after  the  word  "consider"  the  words  "the  advisa- 
bility of,"  so  that  the  recommendation  will  read,  "  That  a  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  by  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  preparing  a  revision,"  etc. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  And  the  committee  is  not  to  do  any- 
thing, even  if  they  do  consider  it  necessary. 

J.  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  my  brother,  the  ex- 
Judge  Advocate-General  and  Past  Commander-in-Chief,  can  place  his  own 
interpretation  on  my  humble  language. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Is  the  amendment  acceptable  to  the 
committee  ? 

CHAIRMAN  GARDNER  :  No,  Commander,  it  is  not. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  question  is  on  the  amendment. 
All  in  favor  of  the  same  will  give  their  assent  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of 
the  Order.  Contrary  the  same  sign.  The  ayes  seem  to  have  it ;  the  amend- 
ment is  carried  and  the  insertion  will  be  made.  The  question  now  recurs 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  as  amended. 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  I  desire  to  hear 
the  recommendation  read  as  amended. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  as  amended  was  read. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  the  committee  would  rather 
withdraw  the  whole  business  than  leave  it  that  way. 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  that  resolution  as 
amended  means  nothing.  It  appoints  a  committee  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  doing  something,  to  report  to  this  Encampment.  That  is,  the 
committee,  under  this  resolution,  would  report  to  the  next  Encampment 
whether  it  is  advisable  to  amend  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  of 
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this  Order,  and  the  Encampment  would  be  just  where  it  is  to-day.  That 
means  nothing.  Of  course  every  man,  when  he  considers  it  in  that  light, 
must  be  opposed  to  the  resolution,  unless  he  wants  it  to  remain  as  it  is. 

W.  J.  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  I  think  we  have  weak- 
ened the  matter  rather  than  strengthened  it.  Why  not  abolish  the  one 
objectionable  feature  in  the  whole  arrangement,  that  of  delegating  our 
powers  to  the  committee,  and  let  the  rest  stand. 

C.  J.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

C.  J.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  my  point  of  order  i& 
that  there  is  no  motion  before  this  house. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF :  The  question  before  the  house  is  on 
the  adoption  of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  as  amended. 

W.  J.  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  we  have  obviated  the  ob- 
jection made  with  reference  to  delegating  our  power  to  the  committee  ;  but, 
Commander,  the  committee  evidently  have  thought  out  a  carefully  pre- 
pared plan,  perhaps  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  of  ascer- 
taining the  difficulty  that  now  besets  our  Order,  and  perhaps  have  consid- 
ered a  plan  for  removing  some  of  the  obstacles.  Now,  Commander,  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  original  resolution  with  the  feature  of  delegating 
our  power  to  the  committee  stricken  out.  I  believe  that  if  we  commit  to  a, 
committee  of  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  and  others,  representative  men  of 
the  Order,  who  have  had  long  experience,  these  questions,  and-  they  report 
to  us  at  our  next  Commandery-in- Chief  meeting,  we  will  have  something 
that  we  can  accept  in  toto.  I  am  opposed  to  this  suggestion  of  a  committee 
of  five.  As  was  suggested  by  a  brother  on  the  other  side  of  the  hall,  it 
means  nothing.  I  would  like  to  see  the  original  proposition  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  twenty-five,  to  report  to  the  next  Encampment,  adopted.  I, 
therefore,  move  as  a  substitute,  the  original  proposition,  with  the  one  feature, 
delegating  the  power  of  the  Encampment  to  that  committee,  omitted. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  second  Brother  Patton's 
substitute. 

J.  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  I  just  want  to  say 
that  Brother  Griffin  undei  stands  my  position  exactly.  Iam  not  in  favor, 
unless  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  it  are  advanced  here  and  now,  of  cut- 
ting up  our  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations.  (Applause.)  What  is 
this  great  evil  that  is  talked  about  ?  What  is  this  great  evil  that  the  brothers 
are  declaiming  about  in  this  hall  to-day  ?  I  want  to  know  what  it  is.  So 
does  every  man  here  want  to  know  what  it  is.  If  any  great  evil  exists  let  us 
hear  it  now  ;  and  if  no  evil,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  does  exist,  I  want  to  see  this 
recommendation  adopted  as  amended.  I  cannot  understand  the  demand 
for  a  revision  of  this  Constitution.  It  has  been  tinkered  with  and  retink- 
ered  with,  juvenated  and  rejuvenated,  inspired  and  reinspired  with  the  gen- 
ius of  distinguished  members,  and  with  the  scissors  and  glue-pot,  and  what 
is  the  result?  We  are  absolutely  and  precisely  where  we  started  from.  I 
ask  again  if  any  evil  exists  here,  in  the  name  of  patriotism  and  the  good  of 
the  Order,  out  with  it  ;  present  it  to  us  here  and  now.  If  not,  let  us  vote  for 
the  resolution  as  amended. 

J.  E.  HAYCRAFT,  of  Minnesota  :  Commander,  some  of  the  brothers 
talk  as  though  this  committee  had  arrived  at  their  conclusions  and  made 
their  report  from  their  own  imaginings.  That  there  are  evils  existing  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  petitions  and  recommendations  came  in  upon, 
that  committee  thick  and  fast  from  individuals,  Camps  and  Divisions  sug- 
gesting and  asking  for  amendments  and  additions  to  this  Constitution. 

This  committee  believed  that  five-men  could  not  in  thirty-six  or  forty- 
eight  hours  give  the  proper  consideration  to  those  petitions  and  recommen- 
dations, and  that  was  one  reason  why  we  offered  our  resolution  recommend- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  twenty-five  men,  to  be  composed  of 
the  Past  Commanders  in-Chief  and  the  men  who  best  understand  the  work- 
ings of  this  Order,  to  act  upon  them.  We  placed  upon  this  committee  the 
men  who  have  been  in  command  of  the  Order,  so  that  we  would  have  an  in- 


REVISED  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  C,  B.  AND  R.  161 


telligent  body  who  could  go  home  and  quietly  think  this  matter  over  and 
properly  consider  these  various  suggestions,  away  from  the  excitement  of 
the  Commandery-in-Chief.  We  provided  that  they  should  meet  at  some 
place  to  be  designated  by  them,  and  after  carefully  considering  these  ques- 
tions make  their  report.  In  order  that  it  might  not  be  said  that  it  was  a 
junketing  trip  at  the  expense  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  we  provided  that 
they  should  pay  their  own  expenses. 

We  did  not  mention  any  specific  changes  in  the  Constitution.  Some  of 
the  brothers  treat  this  case  as  hypothetical.  One  supposes  that  it  means  a 
change  of  uniform  and  option.  Another  supposes  that  it  means  a  change 
in  the  ritual,  and  another  that  we  are  going  to  become  a  civic  organization. 
But  we  mention  no  such  things  in  the  report.  Our  idea  was  simply  to  leave 
it  to  the  committee  of  twenty-five  good  and  true  brothers,  the  best  that  we 
could  pick  in  the  organization  ;  to  have  them  deliberate  upon  these  ques- 
tions and  consider  them  carefully  without  being  forced  to  reach  a  conclu- 
sion in  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours.  We  decided  upon  this  course  upon 
reading  the  communications  that  came  to  us  making  recommendations  and 
pointing  out  evils  that  it  was  thought  could  be  remedied.  We  did  not  de- 
cide upon  this  course  because  Ave  imagined  evils  existed  or  from  personal  in- 
terests. We  had  matters  before  that  committee  that  are  not  before  this 
Encampment.  There  are  evils  existing.  Some  are  pointed  out  at  some 
length  in  the  report  of  the  Commander-in  Chief ;  others,  as  I  say,  in  peti- 
tions and  recommendations.  We  cannot  enumerate  them  here,  but  they 
exist.  None  will  dispute  that,  and  the  committee  simply  wanted  the  subject 
to  have  good  and  sufficient  consideration. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas :  Commander,  I  have  my  own  peculiar 
ideas  as  to  the  work  of  this  committee,  if  it  should  be  appointed,  but  that  is 
neither  here  nor  there.  The  power  given  to  that  committee  is  outlined  in 
the  resolution.  Now,  so  far  as  the  objections  that  are  made  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  committee  are  concerned,  they  are  without  any  force  whatso- 
ever, for  this  reason  :  The  action  of  this  committee,  whatever  it  may  be, 
whether  it  be  to  advise  the  adoption  of  an  entirely  new  Constitution  or  not, 
must  come  before  this  body  when  it  meets  again  in  annual  Encampment  for 
consideration.  If  that  report  does  not  suit  the  body  when  it  again  assem- 
bles, and  the  report  is  laid  before  it,  thia  body  can  reject  the  report.  No  ex- 
pense is  to  be  incurred.  This  body  suffers  no  inconvenience,  incurs  no  re- 
sponsibility whatever,  by  appointing  this  committee.  I  believe  I  am  war- 
ranted in  saying  that  if  this  resolution  is  adopted  there  will  be  a  sufficient 
number  of  brothers  appointed  upon  that  committee  to  constitute  at  least  a 
quorum  who  are  patriotic  enough,  loyal  enough  to  this  Order  to  sacrifice 
their  own  means  in  order  to  meet  and  formulate  what  they  may  think  will 
best  satisfy  the  needs  and  requirements  of  this  Order,  even  if  it  be  for  a 
week  or  a  month.  I  know  there  is  one  who  is  willing  to  do  it,  willing  to  do 
anything  he  can  to  save  this  Order.  You  may  sit  here  and  say  it  is  no  use, 
that  the  Constitution  is  all  right ;  but  there  is  something  wrong,  and  what- 
ever it  may  be,  we  want  to  discover  it.  If  the  committee  can  discover  it,  it 
will  do  the  wisest  thing  and  the  best  thing  that  has  been  done  for  the  Order 
in  the  sixteen  years  of  its  existence.  There  is  something  wrong.  You  can- 
not say  what  it  is.  I  might  have  my  own  ideas.  You  may  have  yours.  But 
we  would  not,  perhaps,  agree.  But  perhaps  this  committee  can  solve  the 
difficulty.  Give  it  a  chance,  at  least,  for  you  are  not  taking  any  responsi- 
bility in  so  doing.  You  are  incurring  no  expense.  You  are  at  liberty  to  re- 
pudiate its  action.  But  it  may  be,  when  the  time  comes,  that  you  will  be 
willing  to  accept  it. 

Now,  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  pointed  out,  we  are  going  steadily 
down  hill  in  about  the  same  ratio  every  year,  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  ar- 
ithmetical progression,  or  digression,  or  loss,  until  we  are  wiped  out  of  ex- 
istence. I  suppose  there  will  be  a  few  of  us  who  will  come  here  each  year, 
but  pretty  soon  there  will  not  be  enough  left,  although  the  per  capita  tax 
be  increased  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  meeting. 
There  must  be  something  done.  I  have  my  idea  of  what  that  should  be.  If 
I  am  upon  that  committee  I  will  give  that  committee  the  benefit  of  my 
ideas.  It  would  not  do  any  good  for  me  to  suggest  them  here,  because  at 
this  time  I  believe  they  would  be  unpopular.  But  there  are  many  brothers 
to  whom  I  have  talked  who  are  heartily  in  accord  with  the  theory  I  have 
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entertained  and  that  is,  briefly,  that  it  is  necessary  to  change  the  whole 
form  of  our  organization. 

We  are  modeled  after  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  but  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  is  constituted  upon  a  different  basis  of  membership. 
Its  members  are  men  who  bared  their  breasts  to  treason's  bullets  to  save 
the  flag.  We  are  not  made  of  that  kind  of  timber.  We  are  only  honoring 
our  fathers'  memory,  in  an  organization  that  is  purely  an  honorary  one, 
with  the  other  idea  of  the  preservation  of  the  flag  under  which  our  fa,thers 
fought  ;  but  after  all  we  are  only  an  honorary  organization.  Call  it  what 
you  please  it  is  primarily  that ;  and  if  we  go  about  this  in  the  right  way,  to 
make  this  Order  what  it  ought  to  be,  we  will  make  it  purely  an  honorary 
organization,  something  like  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the 
Loyal  Legion  and  others.  I  know  a  great  many  will  not  agree  with  me  in 
this  opinion,  but  after  you  think  this  thing  over,  after  you  compare  these 
orders  with  ours  in  the  light  of  the  events  which  called  them  into  existence, 
and  in  the  light  of  the  events  which  called  our  Order  into  existence,  you 
will  change  your  mind  I  warrant  you.  This  is  a  matter  for  the  committee 
to  consider.  Let  this  committee  be  appointed  and  let  it  doits  work.  When 
its  report  is  made  to  you  in  another  year  then,  if  it  seems  to  offer  you  some 
relief,  for  relief  it  must  offer  or  we  stare  the  end  in  the  face,  adopt  its  re- 
port; but,  if  it  does  not,  reject  its  conclusions  and  appoint  another  commit- 
tee to  act  in  the  same  way  until  you  And  out  what  is  the  matter.  Do  not 
reject  everything.  Do  not  say  it  is  no  use.  Do  something.  Let  us  work. 
Let  us  put  some  body  to  work  to  devise  ways  and  means  by  which  we,  in 
the  rank  and  file,  may  be  enabled  to  work  successfully  for  the  upbuilding 
of  this  Order  of  which  we  are  so  proud.  (Applause). 

H.  L.  VEAZEY,  of  Alabama  :  Commander,  we  have  been  doctoring 
the  Constitution  ever  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Order,  and  yet  we 
have  not  got  well. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  my  point  of  order  is 
that  the  brothers  are  not  speaking  to  the  question  before  the  house. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  point  of  order  is  well  taken. 
The  question  before  the  house  is  on  the  adoption  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  as  amended  by  the  amendment  of  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
Maccabe. 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana :  Commander  and  gentlemen, 
this  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  important  question.  I  think  none  of  us  ques- 
tion the  sincerity  and  good  faith  of  this  committee  in  making  this  report. 
Certainly  none  of  us  question  the  sincerity  and  good  faith  of  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief in  making  bis  report  and  the  recommendations  and  sugges- 
tions which  it  contains.  As  I  said  before  I  am  in  favor  of  determining  this 
question  upon  its  merits  and  determining  it  here  and  now  (applause); 
sweeping  aside  everything  that  is  in  the  way.  At  every  Encampment 
which  I  have  attended  for  twelve  years  we  have  heard  these  same  speeches. 
Every  brother  who  has  attended  the  Encampments  that  long  will  recognize 
the  fact.  It  has  been  constantly  and  annually  said  that  the  Constitution  is 
at  fault;  amend  the  Constitution  ;  there  is  something  wrong  in  the  Order; 
amend  the  By-Laws  ;  change  the  organic  principles,  the  rules  that  we  are 
governed  by.  At  every  Encampment  there  has  been  amendments  made  to 
the  Constitution,  Rales  and  Regulations  of  some  kind  or  other,  and  yet  the 
same  cry  comes  up.  I  remember  distinctly  at  the  St.  Joseph  Encampment, 
which  some  of  you  attended,  seven  years  ago,  yielding  to  that  pressure  and 
and  the  then  pretty  general  belief  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Order  was  at 
fault  and  should  be  amended,  I  had  the  honor  of  appointing  a  committee 
of  five  of  the  very  ablest,  and,  as  I  supposed,  the  most  experienced  gentle- 
men in  this  Order,  to  report  a  new  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  at 
the  next  Encampment ;  and  they  reported  that  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations  to  the  Encampment  at  Minneapolis  after  having  had  a  year  to 
consider  it.  That  committee  did  just  what  it  is  proposed  now  to  have  done 
over  again.    They  took  a  year  to  consider  ;  they  reported  at  Minneapolis  a 
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new  Constitution.  Then  the  next  year  that  was  amended,  and  the  next 
year  and  the  next;  and  if  this  organization  lives  fifty  or  a  hundred  years, 
which  God  grant  it  may,  we  will  amend  it  every  year. 

Now,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  fault  is  with  the  Constitution  of  this 
Order.  The  fault  lies  somewhere  else.  But,  if  it  does,  what  is  the  question 
before  us?  The  question,  in  fact,  rises  upon  the  report  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief.  The  Commander-in-Chief  practically  recommends  that  we  abolish 
the  military  portion  of  this  organization.  The  committee  on  Constitution, 
Hules  and  Regulations  reports  recommending  that  that  recommendation 
be  adopted  ;  it  is  ruled  out  for  unconstitutionality.  As  a  substitute  now  a 
committee  of  five  is  to  be  appointed  to  report  at  the  next  Encampment. 
What  ?  What  will  that  committee  report?  Why,  if  you  appoint  that  com- 
mittee under  this  resolution,  in  view  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, that  committee  will  report  that  the  military  portion  of 
this  organization  be  abolished,  as  sure  as  it  rises  in  that  Encampment  to 
report.  That  is  what  it  means.  Tnat  is  the  question  that  confronts  this 
organization,  as  I  take  it,  from  these  reports  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
and  of  the  committee  and  the  arguments  that  have  been  made  here.  I  am 
opposed  to  it.  (Applause  and  cries  of  "  right  you  are.")  I  believe,  gentle- 
men, that  one  of  the  difficulties  with  this  organization  has  been  a  kind  of 
false  pride.  For  myself,  I  am  not  ready  to  abolish  the  old  blue  coat  and 
brass  buttons  that  my  father  wore.  (Applause).  You  may  call  itsentiment 
if  you  like,  for  sentiment  it  is  ;  and  sentiment  is  what  rules  this  world  and 
patriotism  rules  this  government.  (Applause).  I  say  that  every  time  you 
put  a  man  out  upon  the  street  uniformed  in  blue,  he  is  a  standing  evidence 
not  only  of  his  own  patriotism,  but  the  patriotism  of  his  father  and  his 
father's  comrades.  This  question  goes  to  the  vital  portion  of  this  organiza- 
tion. The  trouble  has  not  been,  as  I  said  at  the  outset,  with  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  trouble,  I  take  it,  in  the  last  five  or  six  years,  has  been  the 
adverse  financial  condition  of  the  country.  That  is  what  has  affected  this 
organization.  It  has  affected  every  organization  in  the  United  States  ad- 
versely. There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  But  the  signs  of  the  times  are  better, 
it  must  be  admitted  ;  we  are  just  entering,  if  I  do  not  mistake  the  indica- 
tions, upon  another  wave  of  prosperity,  and  upon  that  wave  of  prosperity 
this  Order,  if  you  will  let  it  alone,  will  launch  forth  upon  another  era  of 
enthusiasm  and  progress  and  increase  of  membership  such  as  it  has  not 
known  for  the  last  five  or  six  years.  (Applause).  Let  it  alone.  Give  it  a 
chance  to  live  and  it  will  live.  It  will  grow  and  it  will  prosper  and  it  will 
increase  in  numbers.  For  God's  sake  let  it  alone.  Do  not  tinker  with  it 
every  year  and  every  year  when  we  come  here  to  these  Coinmandery-in- 
Chief  meetings. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  appointment  of  any  committee  of  five  or  twenty- 
five.  The  measure  proposed  now  providing  for  a  committee  of  twenty-five 
seems  to  me  to  be  absurd,  because,  if  you  appoint  a  committee  of  twenty- 
five,  they  will  never  get  together.  Everybody  knows  that.  Two  or  three 
men  will  do  the  business,  and  those  two  or  three  will  report,  just  as  I  said  a 
moment  ago,  to  abolish  the  military  features  of  this  organization,  and  to 
that  I  am  opposed.  (Applause). 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  while  I  feel  that  we 
are  all  out  of  order,  in  a  technical  sense,  yet  this  question  has  been  open  to 
debate,  and  I  feel  that  I  am  at  liberty  to  transgress  the  strict  parliamentary 
law  and  express  my  opinion  as  well  as  my  colleagues  and  friends  in  this  or- 
ganization. 1  know  I  am  out  of  order,  as  Brother  Griffin  was  out  of  order, 
but  if  you  will  permit  me  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    You  have  permission. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander  and  brothers,  we  are 
not  discussing  just  where  the  trouble  lies.  I  am  not  so  discouraged  over  the 
prospect  of  this  organization.  My  experience  dates  even  back  of  Brother 
Griffin's  time  and  I  can  verify  all  that  he  has  said  concerning  this  continual 
tinkering  with  the  Constitution.  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  in  the  early  days 
of  this  organization,  when  we  scarcely  had  a  Constitution,  when  Brother 
Merrill  carried  home  with  him  all  the  possessions  of-the  Commandery-jn- 
Chief  in  his  grip-sack,  without  a  Constitution,  without  anything,  the  Order 
did  grow  to  magnificent  proportions.    No  Constitution  was  essential.  We 
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had  all  kinds  of  rituals.  Men  did  as  they  pleased,  and  the  Order  grew.  la- 
the succeeding  years  we  continued  to  grow,  notwithstanding  we  had  a  very 
poor  Constitution.  The  point  is  that  the  Constitution  is  not  the  essential 
thing  in  this  organization.  My  brothers,  you  cannot  legislate  men  into  this 
Order  any  more  than  you  can  legislate  them  into  heaven.  Prosperity  comes 
from  hard  work,  and  I  am  proud  of  the  work  that  was  done  in  the  days 
gone  by.  I  am  proud  of  what  has  been  accomplished  by  this  organization. 
Granted  that  we  have  mustered  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  and 
only  show  a  membership  of  thirty-two  thousand  at  the  present  time,  every- 
one of  the  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  has  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  can  never  forget  that  obligation, 
and  the  lessons  of  patriotism  that  he  learned  within  the  organization  will 
not  be  without  good  effect.  Thank  God  they  will  each  and  every  one  of 
them  be  loyal  citizens.  So  the  work  of  the  organization  has  not  been  lost. 
I  well  remember,  and  my  friends  will  verify  it — perhaps  it  does  not  appear- 
in  my  reports — but  I  did  predict  in  the  very  heyday  of  our  success  that  we 
would  soon  enter  upon  a  period  of  shrinkage.  It  is  the  history  of  all  organi- 
zations. It  is  the  history  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  We  are  now 
going  through  that  stage.  We  are  going  through  the  stage  that  children  go 
through  when  they  have  chicken-pox  and  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough,  but  we  will  get  through,  and  we  will  thank  God  some  day 
that  we  went  through  it.  (Applause).  I  am  not  afraid  of  the  chicken-pox 
or  the  small-pox  in  this  organization.    We  will  win  out. 

]Now  I  will  tell  you,  my  brothers,  the  lesson  we  have  been  learning,  each 
one  of  you  in  his  own  Division  and  in  his  own  Camp.  Every  one  of  you  can. 
recall  Camps  in  your  Division  that  melted  away  until  there  was  scarcely  a 
quorum  left.  1  know  a  dozen  such  in  my  own  city  of  Chicago.  What  has 
been  the  result  ?  They  have  gone  through  the  chicken-pox  and  the  whoop- 
ing cough  and  again  come  up  with  a  fine,  handsome  membership.  The 
Camp  is  the  foundation,  and  its  condition  is  indicative  of  the  condition  of 
the  Order  throughout  the  country.  Of  course  the  national  organization 
moves  in  larger  waves.  We  go  deeper  and  we  rise  higher,  but  we  will  win 
out  after  all.  The  trouble  does  not  lie  in  our  good  old  Constitution  at  all.  It 
does  not  lie  in  our  ritual.  We  have  ritual  tinkers  and  Constitution  doctors 
every  year,  as  my  friend  Maccabe  says — and  he  knows  all  about  it— Moseses, 
that  are  going  to  lead  the  Order  out  of  all  its  difficulties.  But,  my  friends,, 
every  Moses  has  proven  a  disappointment.  Every  year  there  is  another 
Moses  who  is  going  to  lead  us  into  the  promised  land  without  work.  That 
is  where  the  trouble  is.  There  is  where  the  main  point  lies.  I  dare  say — 
and  I  am  almost  tempted  to  bring  the  question  right  up  here,  only  I  do  not 
want  to  make  us  all  blush — by  asking  how  many  members  of  this  Encamp- 
ment have  visited  their  Camp  rooms  six  times  within  the  last  six  months? 
(Applause)  ;  I  would  just  like  to  know  how  many  members  of  this  Encamp- 
ment got  a  man  into  the  Order  in  the  last  six  months  ?  (Applause  and  cries 
of  ''  good  ")■  There  is  where  the  trouble  is.  There  is  where  the  work  is,  or 
the  lack  of  it.  I  want  to  say  to  you,  my  friends,  when  I  was  enlisted — I 
know  it  is  distasteful  to  speak  of  what  I  have  done  myself — nevertheless,  I 
want  to  praise  the  boys  who  held  up  my  hands,  a  long  line  of  Colonels  who 
are  the  leading  men  of  the  Order  to-day  ;  one  of  my  most  earnest  support- 
ers is  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  organization  to-day,  and  I  dare  say  he 
has  not  done  half  the  solid  work  as  Commander-in-Chief  that  he  did  as  Col- 
onel of  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania.  I  see  another  brother  here,  General 
Loebenstein,  who  brought  his  Division  up  to  a  membership  of  twenty-seven 
hundred,  and  to-day  it  is  back  to  nine  hundred.  I  could  designate  a  dozen 
able  Colonels  who  were  then  in  the  field  doing  work,  not  for  any  salary,  but 
for  love  of  the  Order.  That  was  the  kind  of  work  that  accomplished  some- 
thing. That  was  the  kind  of  work  that  made  our  organization  prosperous  ; 
and  I  tell  you,  brothers,  there  is  where  the  trouble  lies.  It  is  in  getting  the 
members  in  the  Order  to  attend  Camp  and  see  that  the  work  is  properly 
carried  out.  It  is  the  same  question  of  false  pride  that  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief  Griffin  referred  to.  We  think  the  dignity  of  office  prevents  our  get- 
ting out  in  the  byways  and  highways  and  bringing  the  sons  of  our  old  com- 
rades into  the  fold,  as  we  used  to  do  when  we  were  only  hungry  for  office- 
applause).    I  have  been  there. 
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In  reply  to  my  friend  Russell  I  wish  to  say  that  we  can  never  constitute 
"this  Order  on  the  principles  or  after  the  manner  of  the  Loyal  Legion  or 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  We  are  composed  of  entirely  different 
material.  We  are  a  more  democratic  organization.  We  are  for  the  rank 
-and  file.  We  want  to  bring  in  here  the  sons  of  the  boys  that  carried 
muskets  and  this  flag,  the  sons  of  the  boys  that  defended  this  Union.  I 
would  like  to  ask  Brother  Russell  where  he  would  rather  be  to-day  in  case 
of  war,  at  the  head  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  or  at  the  head  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution  ?  I  can  say  that  because  I  am  on  both  sides. 
To-day  we  have  a  larger  membership  than  either  of  those  organizations, 
than  either  one  of  them  will  ever  have.  The  sentiment  is  somewhat  differ- 
ent in  the  two  organizations,  and  you  cannot  change  that  sentiment.  As 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Griffin  has  said,  this  is  an  organization  of  senti- 
ment and  you  cannot  change  it,  and  you  cannot  model  it  after  the  Sons  of 
-the  American  Revolution  or  the  Loyal  Legion,  because  we  are  organized 
on  a  different  sentiment,  a  different  principle.  You  cannot  put  the  senti- 
ment of  the  Loyal  Legion  into  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  "Sou  cannot  put  it 
there  any  more  than  you  can  put  the  sentiment  of  the  Sons  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy  into  the  Sons  of  Veterans — not  that  I  want  to  make  any  com- 
parison between  the  Loyal  Legion  and  the  Sons  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy, because  the  Loyal  Legion  is  composed  of  officers  who  served  in  the 
United  States  Army  with  credit  and  distinction— but  lam  speaking  of  the 
-organizations.  The  organizations  are  based  on  different  principles,  there- 
fore they  cannot  be  made  the  same.  It  seems  to  me,  my  brothers,  that  the 
-question  is  altogether  outside  of  the  Constitution,  and  while  I  do  not  ob- 
ject to  your  appointing  all  the  committees  in  the  world  you  want  to,  I  do 
not  believe  it  can  accomplish  anything.  I  am  willing  they  should  be  ap- 
pointed, but  I  tell  you  there  is  no  use  tinkering  with  this  Constitution  or 
with  this  ritual.  Brother  Maccabe  is  right.  Let  there  be  an  option  on  the 
ritual.  There  may  be  little  things  that  can  be  changed,  that  is  all  right, 
but  you  are  not  going  to  make  this  Order  prosperous  by  changing  the 
Constitution  every  year. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  question  is  on  the  appointment 
-of  this  committee,  and  we  are  not  considering  the  ritual.  I  think,  perhaps, 
we  have  discussed  the  question  to  the  point  where  all  the  members  of  this 
Encampment  can  vote  intelligently. 

E.  C.  PARKINSON,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  am  delighted  with 
what  I  have  heard.  While  I  have  not  long  been  a  member  of  this  organiza- 
tion, it  has  been  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  be  a  member  of  that  other 
organization,  the  grandest  in  the  United  States  of  America,  from  its  incep- 
tion, the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  (Applause).  And  I  have  heard 
there  in  the  Post  and  in  our  National  Encampments  similar  discussions 
-upon  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  to  this 
I  have  heard  to  day  about  your  Constitution,  Rules,  Regulations  and  ritual. 
The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  went  through  this  same  kind  of  a  sweat 
once,  and  we  had  three  grades  in  the  Grand  Army.  We  thought  that  would 
remedy  the  evil  of  lack  of  membership.  We  had  the  recruit,  the  soldier 
and  the  veteran,  and  we  fired  over  the  coffin  with  the  skull  and  cross-bones 
.and  all  that  kind  ot  folderol.  It  did  not  bring  any  membership  into  the  G. 
A.  R.  I  tell  you,  brothers,  what  you  want  is  recruiting  officers  for  your 
Camps.  You  will  then  have  no  trouble  about  raising  your  per  capita  tax 
from  sixteen  to  twenty  cents.  The  boys  must  get  after  the  fathers.  They 
neglect  their  sons,  many  of  them.  You  must  make  the  fathers  help  you 
bring  in  the  sons.  (Applause).  That  is  what  you  want.  The  boys  in  blue 
have  neglected  their  sons.  While  their  sons  were  standing  with  ears  open 
and  mouth  open,  and  eyes  watching  eagerly  for  information,  the  fathers 
have  not  given  it  to  the  boys  in  the  quantity  that  they  were  anxious  to  re- 
ceive it  and  on  all  proper  occasions  ;  and  I  must  say  as  a  member  of  the  G. 
A.  R.  there  is  too  much  jealousy  of  the  Sons  on  the  part  of  the  G.  A.  R.  I 
am  speaking  from  personal  knowledge.  I  have  heard  a  Grand  Army  man 
of  prominence  in  the  city  where  I  live  say,  "  I  do  not  countenance  the  Sons 
•of  Veterans  because  they  come  to  the  veterans  and  ask  for  help ;  they 
should  help  us."  That  is  true,  but  we  are  now  in  the  state  that  the  Grand 
Army  was  previous  to  1878  and  1879  ;  since  then  we  have  been  swimming  on 
the  flood  tide  of  public  sentiment.    We  are  where  they  were  previous  to 
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1878,  but  we  are  going  to  be  where  they  are  now,  by  and  by  (applause)  we- 
will  be  where  the  Grand  Army  will  require  and  receive  our  help.  I  am  re- 
ferring now  to  tbe  younger  boys.  I  will  not  be  among  those  who  will  re- 
quire your  help,  brothers,  but  you  will  bestow  it  upon  those  who  do  and  I 
am  going  to  help  the  younger  brothers  to  be  what  I  want  them  to  be  before 
I  die— the  grandest,  numerically  and  in  every  other  sense,  organization  in 
the  United  States  of  America.  You  are  organized  on  the  right  basis.  Your- 
Constitution  has  the  right  foundation.  It  is  patriotism,  and  that  is  enough. 
You  have  fathers  to  help  you  and  you  must  see  that  they  do  so.  I  think  if 
you  will  give  this  question  a  rest  and  pay  more  attention  to.  the  matter  of 
recruiting  officers  you  will  get  at  the  bottom  of  your  difficulties  very  soon. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  the  janitor  of  the  build- 
ing has  made  a  request  that  we  tcy  and  vacate  this  building  by  six  o'clock.. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  question  has  been  fully  discussed  and  very  ably  dis- 
cussed. What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Encampment?  (Cries  of  "question," 
"  question  ").  The  question  is  upon — does  Brother  Patton  insist  upon  his 
substitute  motion  ? 

W.  J.  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  it  will  take  but  a  moment 
to  vote  upon  it.    I  do. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :    Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :   The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas:  Commander,  my  point  of  order  is  that 
the  committee  has  the  right  to  close  this  debate  if  they  so  desire. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  That  is  perfectly  proper.  The  com- 
mittee has  the  right  to  be  heard  in  closing  the  discussion.  Debate  will  then 
cease.  The  Encampment  desires  to  vote  on  the  question.  The  Chair  recog- 
nizes Brother  Gardner  to  close  the  discussion  on  behalf  of  the  committee. 

W.  J.  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  with  the  consent  of  my 
second  I  will  withdraw  my  substitute  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  question  then  recurs  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules 
and  Regulations  as  amended  by  Brother  Maccabe.  The  recommendation 
of  the  committee  was  that  the  incoming  administration  appoint  a  commit- 
tee of  five  to  revise  the  Constitution,  and  Brother  Maccabe's  amendment 
makes  it  read  that  the  incoming  administration  shall  appoint  a  committee 
of  five  to  consider  the  advisibility  of  revising  the  Constitution. 

DAN  S.  GARDNER,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  the  committee  will  be 
heard  through  Brother  Morgan. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas :  Commander,  I  wish  Brother  Patton 
would  hold  to  his  amendment  and  let  us  vote  on  his  proposition. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brother  Patton  has  withdrawn  his 
motion. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas:  (Cries  of  "question,"  "question"). 
Commander,  I  do  not  believe  the  boys  will  make  any  time  by  calling  ques- 
tion on  me  for  I  can  stand  here  quite  awhile.  I  am  not  chosen  to  close  this- 
debate  because  1  am  able  to  present  points  either  forcibly  or  completely, 
but  because  I  have  been  talking  around  a  good  deal  and  the  boys  think  I 
have  something  to  say. 

Past  Commanders-in-Chief  Abbott  and  Griffin  and  Maccabe  are  three 
men  that  I  have  a  great  deal  of  respect  for.  I  love  to  hear  Brother  Griffin 
and  Brother  Abbott  talk  about  uniforms,  but  where  are  they  ?  Where  are 
your  uniforms,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott  and  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief  Griffin  ?   ( Applause). 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  if  the  brother  will 
point  out  the  section  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  of  this  Or- 
der which  prescribes  a  uniform  for  a  Past  Commander-in-Chief  I  will  bo 
pleased  to  wear  one.    Until  he  does  that  I  have  no  right  to  wear  one. 

JUNIOR  VICE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  BUCKLEY  :  Commander, 
before  the  committee  has  an  opportunity  to  close  this  debate  I  want  to  say 
a  word  for  the  South. 


REVISED  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  C,  R.  AND  R.  167 


THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    Debate  has  closed. 

W.  Y.  MORG-AN,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  did  not  intend  to  make 
the  point  so  personal,  but  Commander-in  Chief  Griffin  and  Brother  Abbott 
incidentally  said  that  the  reason  why  we  did  not  get  ahead  was  because  we 
did  not  work  so  enthusiastically  and  show  to  the  country  that  we  are  proud 
of  the  uniform  ;  and  I  thought  they  ought  to  wear  one  whether  the  Consti- 
tution made  them  do  it  or  not. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  want  to  say  that  I 
appeared  in  uniform  on  the  first  day  of  the  Encampment,  and  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief personally  excused  me  from  wearing  it  because  I  am  not 
used  to  such  a  hot  climate. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
Abbott  says,  if  he  will  excuse  me  for  referring  to  him  personally,  that  there 
is  probably  nothing  the  matter  with  the  Order.  He  states  that  when  the 
Order  was  young  it  was  nourishing.  Every  man  who  has  ever  organized  a 
Camp  will  tell  you  that  at  first,  during  the  first  few  months  or  the  first  year 
or  two,  it  was  successful ;  but  where  is  your  Division  of  Illinois  now  that 
used  to  be  on  top?   You  have  had  good  workers  there. 

Brother  Maccabe,  you  said  you  believed  there  was  nothing  the  matter 
with  the  Order.  You  worked  faithfully,  but  the  Order  lost  membership 
under  your  term  of  office  as  Commander-in-Chief. 

J.  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  It  would  have  lost  under  you 
too,  Morgan. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas  :  I  know  it  would.  Now  we  are  going 
back  to  our  Divisions  and  our  Camps.  They  will  ask  what  did  you  do  at 
the  Commandery-in-Chief?  They  are  all  complaining,  you  know  that. 
They  will  ask  what  did  you  do  at  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  remedy  the 
difficulties  that  we  are  encountering.  We  will  have  to  say  "  nothing,"  un- 
less you  adopt  this  report.  Even  if  the  report  is  adopted  you  can  only  say 
that  "the  Encampment  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  if  something 
could  not  be  done."  Do  you  want  us  to  go  back  and  say  that  the  Encampment 
even  refused  to  vote  in  favor  of  that?  Now,  I  ask  you  to  vote  in  favor  of 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider  and  spe  if  something  cannot 
be  done  to  stop  the  decrease  in  our  membership.  The  decrease  began  be- 
fore the  hard  times  began.  The  decrease  began  in  1891,  and  the  hard  times 
did  not  begin  until  1893.  Let  us  go  back  to  the  Camps  and  say  we  have  set 
some  men,  in  whom  we  have  confidence,  to  work  on  this  question,  and  they 
will  report  to  us  next  year  L  :~  their  judgment  something  cannot  be  done. 

H.  E.  COWDIN,  of  Michigan  :  Commander,  Michigan  is  going  up  hill 
now.    We  are  gaining. 

C.  R.  CLARK,  of  Illinois:  Commander,  the  Illinois  Division  increased 
eight  hundred  members  in  the  past  year  by  good  hard  work. 

H.  E.  COWDIN,  of  Michigan  :  Commander,  the  Michigan  Division 
has  doubled  in  the  last  year  ;  we  do  not  want  any  change  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  question  is  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  as  amended  by  Brother  Maccabe.  All  in  favor  of  the 
motion  will  give  assent  by  the  usual  show  of  the  Order.  Down  hands. 
Contrary  the  same  sign.  The  recommendation  of  the  committee  as 
amended  is  lost.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  will  proceed  with  recom- 
mendation number  two.  (Cries  of  "division,"  "division").  A  division  is 
called  for.  The  committee  submitted  a  recommendation.  Brother  Maccabe 
moved  to  amend  the  recommendation  by  inserting  several  words.  Brother 
Patton  offered  a  substitute  motion  and  with  the  consent  of  his  second  with- 
drew it.  Brother  Maccabe's  amendment  was  adopted,  and  you  have  been 
debating  for  the  last  three-quarters  of  an  hour  the  question  of  the  adoption 
of  the  committee's  report  as  amended,  and  you  have  voted  upon  it.  The 
first  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  lost. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  did  not  the  last  question 
stand  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Brother  Maccabe  ? 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Encampment  voted  to  incor- 
porate Brother  Maccabe's  amendment  into  the  report  of  the  committee, 
and  the  entire  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  lost. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  you  now  that  the 
Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  be  discharged  with  the 
thanks  of  the  Encampment. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  be  discharged  with  the 
thanks  of  this  Encampment. 

JOSEPH  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  would  like 
to  inquire  whether  this  committee  has  completed  its  labors. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :   The  Chair  is  unable  to  say. 

CHAIRMAN  GARDNER  :   No,  Commander,  they  have  not. 

J.  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  it  strikes  me  that 
would  be  an  unwarranted  insult.  It  would  be  discourteous  to  the  commit- 
tee and  Sons  of  Veterans  should  ever  be  courteous.  I  hope  that  the  motion 
will  be  withdrawn. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  understood  the  commit- 
tee was  through.  With  the  consent  of  my  second,  I  withdraw  the  motion. 
I  thought  they  had  completed  their  report. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  motion  to  discharge  the  com- 
mittee is  withdrawn.  The  committee  will  proceed  with  the  third  recom- 
mendation of  their  report. 

Chairman  Gardner  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"The  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  committee  to  be  borne  by  them- 
selves." (Laughter). 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  re- 
commendation of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 

WILLIAM  DeSTEESE,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  I  second  the  mo- 
tion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  consider 
this  recommendation  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  on 
the  preceding  recommendations  of  the  committee.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
fourth  recommendation. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Now,  Commander,  is  the  report  of  the 
committee  completed  ? 

CHAIRMAN  GARDNER  :  That  disposes  of  the  present  report  of  the 
committee. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  that  was  my  understand- 
ing. I  thought  the  report  of  the  committee  was  virtually  completed  before 
when  I  made  my  motion. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander— 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brother  ^peelman  has  the  floor  at 
present.    Does  Brother  Speelman  desire  to  make  a  motion  ? 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  now  renew  my  motion 
that  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  be  discharged 
with  the  thanks  of  the  Encampment. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  :  The  Chair  desires  to  say  to  Brother 
Speelman  that  the  committee  have  finished  their  report  as  they  prepared  it 
this  morning,  but  they  have  a  mass  of  matter  before  them  which  they  have 
not  considered  which  they  would  now  consider  and  report  upon.  But  if  you 
desire  the  discharge  of  this  committee  it  will  be  discharged. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  renew  my  motion. 

J  AMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  it  is  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  be  now  dis- 
charged with  the  thanks  of  the  Encampment.  Are  you  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion ?   Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  their  assent  by  the  usual  vot- 
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ing  sign  of  the  Order.  Contrary  the  same  sign.  The  motion  appears  to  be 
carried.  The  motion  is  carried  and  the  committee  is  discharged  with  the 
thanks  of  the  Encampment. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  attempted  to  get  rec- 
ognition before  the  Chair  put  the  motion,  because  I  have  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  to  propose  which  should  be  referred  to  that  committee. 
Now  that  the  committee  has  been  discharged  I  presume  it  will  be  in  order 
to  offer  it  directly  to  the  house. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Not  under  the  present  order  of  busi- 
ness. That  could  be  presented  under  the  head  of  new  business.  The  next 
business  under  the  regular  order  is  the  continuation  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions.    Has  that  committee  anything  further  to  report  ? 

CONTINUATION  OF  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  as  follows  : 

Resolutions  presented  by  Past  Division  Commander  William  H.  Arm- 
strong, of  Indiana,  endorsing  the  action  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  petitioning  Con- 
gress to  enact  a  law  providing  for  military  instruction  in  the  public  schools, 
and  to  that  end  authorizing  the  detail  of  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army  ;  and 
providing  further,  that  the  Sons  of  Veterans  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to 
further  the  cause  of  the  bill  to  be  presented  in  the  National  Congress,  and 
that  a  copy  of  said  resolutions  be  sent  to  each  U.  S.  Senator  and  Represen- 
tative, with  a  request  that  they  give  their  influence  and  cordial  active  sup- 
port to  the  measure. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows  : 

"  Whereas,  The  defence  of  the  nation  is  dependent  on  levies  of  volun- 
teers. 

"Whereas,  It  is  well  recognized  that  the  levies  of  untrained  men  are 
not  effective  as  soldiers. 

"  Whereas,  The  nation  may  be  confronted  with  a  condition  of  war  too 
rapidly  to  give  time  for  effective  training  to  such  volunteers. 

"Whereas,  The  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public have  repeatedly  declared  that  such  emergencies  should  be  provided 
for  by  giving  military  instruction  in  the  public  schools,  and  they  have 
charged  themselves  with  the  work  of  endeavoring  to  have  this  realized. 

"  Whereas,  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  frequently  have  caused 
to  be  introduced  into  both  Houses  of  Congress  bills  to  authorize  the  details 
of  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army  to  give  military 
instruction  in  the  public  schools. 

"  Whereas,  Such  bills,  although  favorably  reported  on  by  the  commit- 
tees to  which  they  have  been  referred,  have  heretofore  finally  failed  of  en- 
actment. 

Whereas,  The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  equally  impressed  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  with  the  necessity  of  thus  partially  providing  for  the 
National  defence.    Be  it 

"  Resolved,  By  the  Sixteenth  Annual  National  Encampment  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans,  that  we  must  be  measurably  prepared  for  war  if  we  would  avoid 
having  it  forced  upon  us. 

il  Resolved,  That  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  use  its  utmost  en- 
deavor and  influence  to  cause  the  bill  referred  to  to  be  brought  to  the  point 
of  enactment  ;  and 

"Resolved,  That  an  official  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  each 
Senator  and  Representative  in  Congress,  with  a  request  that  they  give  their 
influence  and  cordial  active  support  to  this  measure  and  cause  it  to  be  en- 
acted." 

Your  committee  earnestly  and  warmly  recommend  the  foregoing,  and 
report  affirmatively. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Encamp- 
ment in  regard  to  this  resolution  ? 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  I  move  that  this 
resolution  be  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 
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The  motion  was  6econded. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  this 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee  be  adopted  by  a  rising  vote.  All  in 
favor  of  the  motion  will  please  rise.  Be  seated.  Those  opposed  will  rise. 
The  motion  is  carried  unanimously. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
Resolutions  presented  by  Past  Division  Coinmander  William  H.  Arm- 
strong, of  Indiana,  recognizing  the  necessity  for  reform  of  a  radical  nature 
in  the  matter  of  history  taught  in  our  public  schools,  to  the  end  that  the 
true  story  of  the  suppression  of  the  ungodly  rebellion  be  taught  the  children 
of  the  whole  country,  and  warmly  endorsing  the  action  of  the  National  En- 
campment of  the  G.  A.  R.  in  this  matter  and  pledging  our  earnest  support, 
and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  five  by  the  Com- 
mander-in -Chief,  to  be  known  as  the  Committee  on  School  Histories  and 
Patriotic  Teaching,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  similar  committee  of  the  Gr. 
A.  R. 

Those  resolutions  are  as  follows  : 

"  Re  solved,  That  this  Encampment  fully  recogoizes  the  necessity  of  a 
reform  in  the  matter  of  the  histories  now  in  use  in  the  public  schools  of  our 
country,  to  the  end  that  they  may  furnish  a  more  correct  and  patriotic  ac- 
count of  the  important  period  covering  the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the 
rebellion,  and  we  fully  endorse  the  action  of  the  last  National  Encamp- 
ment, Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  this  matter  and  pledge  them  our 
earnest  co-operation  ;  and  be  it  further 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  to  be  known  as  the  Committee  on  School  Histories  and  Patriotic 
Teaching,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  committee  of  the  National 
Encampment,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  to  report  their  action  to 
the  next  Comtnandery-in-Chief." 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  realize  that  this  is  a  question  of  most 
vital  importance  to  the  future  of  our  American  Republic,  and  warmly 
recommend  its  adoption  and  enthusiastically  report  it  affirmatively. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  After  the  action  taken  by  the  En- 
campment this  morning  it  is  unnecessary  to  put  the  question  on  the  adop- 
tion of  these  resolutions.  Unless  there  is  objection  they  will  be  considered 
as  adopted.  Is  there  objection?  The  Chair  hears  none  and  the  resolutions 
are  adopted  unanimously. 

These  are  the  resolutions  that  were  considered  this  morning  upon  which 
Judge  Marsh  spoke. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  and  all  Sons  of 
Veterans  are  due  and  are  hereby  warmly  tendered  to  that  patriotic  and 
earnest  champion  of  our  cause,  Comrade  John  McElroy,  of  the  National 
Tribune,  for  the  valued  and  earnest  support  he  has  given  us  ;  and  that  we 
commend  him  and  his  patriotic  journal  and  warmly  urge  every  brother  of 
the  Order  to  give  it  substantial  and  willing  aid  and  support.  Your  commit- 
tee believe  that  the  good  that  Comrade  McElroy  and  his  paper  have  done 
and  will  continue  to  do  our  cause  cannot  be  fittingly  expressed  in  words, 
and  we,  therefore,  urge  practioal  support  for  the  National  Tribune.  Re- 
ported affirmatively  by  the  committee. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :    Is  there  objectien  to  this  resolution? 

A.  L.  SORTER,  Jr.,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  while  I  do  not  object  to 
the  extension  of  our  thanks  to  Brother  McElroy  for  aiding  us  through  his 
paper  I  would  insist,  if  this  resolution  be  adopted,  that  we  also  insert  the 
names  of  some  of  our  own  journals  which  are  edited  and  published  by  our 
own  boys  solely  in  our  interest,  which  are  published  unselfishly  and  at 
financial  loss  to  the  publishers.  I  would  insist  upon  the  insertion  of  the 
names  of  some  of  our  papers. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
if  the  brother  will  merely  suggest  the  names  to  the  committee  they  will  in- 
clude them  in  the  resolution. 

A.  L.  SORTER.  Jr.,  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  speak  feelingly  on  this 
subject  because  in  the  past  I  ventured  to  push  my  little  journalistic  bark 
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on  the  sea  and  for  a  number  of  years  published  an  S.  of  V.  paper  at  a  loss, 
I  am  n«'t  now  interested,  but  there  are  others  in  the  field  and  I  know  that 
none  of  thes9  boys  are  making  anything  out  of  it.  They  are  doing  splendid 
service  for  us,  as  is  the  comrade  who  publishes  the  National  Tribune,  who 
occupies  a  larger  field  at  a  profit.  In  the  name  of  justice  I  ask  that  the 
names  of  some  of  our  own  journals  be  inserted  in  the  resolution. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  will  be  very  glad  to 
move  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  that  this  committee  be  instructed  to  pre- 
sent a  resolution  applying  to  Sons  of  Veterans'  papers.  I  feel  it  ought  to 
be  done. 

CHAIRMAN  REED:  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  I  will 
say  that  one  reason  for  presenting  this  resolution  was  because  Comrade 
McElroy  was  not  a  member  of  this  organization.  He  came  here  to  help  us 
because  he  believed  that  our  influence  for  good  was  something,  and  his  ac- 
tion commended  itself  to  us  because  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  Order. 
Nothing  else  was  presented  to  us.  The  committee  will  be  glad  to  consider 
such  a  resolution  as  was  suggested. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  understands  there  is  no 
further  objection,  providing  permission  is  given  to  introduce  a  resolution 
applying  to  Sons  of  Veterans'  papers. 

A.  L.  SORTER,  Jr.,  of  Iowa :  Permission  being  given  to  introduce 
such  a  resolution  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

TH  E  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  chairman  of  the  committee  will 
proceed. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

'■'■  Resolved,  That  the  Commandery-in-Chief  hereby  express  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  officers  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  Mayor  and  citizens  and  a 
generous  press  of  Indianapolis,  our  high  appreciation  of  the  cordial  and 
generous  hospitality  extended  to  us  during  this  sixteenth  annual  session  ; 
and  that  to  General  Walker,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
Captain  William  H.  Armstrong  and  others,  who  have  honored  us  by  their 
presence  and  kindly  courtesy,  we  extend  our  warmest  thanks  and  greeting. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  shall  return  to  our  homes  with  the  pleasant  recol- 
lection that  the  efforts  of  the  brothers  of  the  Division  of  Indiana,  and  of  In- 
dianapolis particularly,  to  entertain  and  make  our  stay  in  Hoosierdom  one 
of  unalloyed  pleasure,  has  been  more  than  successful,  and  words  fail  in  our 
desire  to  express  what  we  feel,  but  politics  nor  distance  shall  ever  erase  from 
our  hear  ts  the  pleasures  of  our  meeting  hei-e." 

Affirmatively  reported  by  the  committee. 

W.  J.  PATTON,  of  Wisconsin :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution  by  rising  vote. 

ORANGE  H.  COOK,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  second  the  mo- 
tion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  this 
resolution  be  adopted  by  a  rising  vote.    Any  remarks  ? 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  would  suggest  the 
insertion  of  the  name  of  Judge  Marsh  in  that  resolution. 

CHAIRMAN  REED  :  Commander,  I  thank  the  brother  for  the  sugges- 
tion.   That  was  intended,  but  was  afterwards  neglected  by  the  committee. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDT,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  suggest  the  insertion 
of  Rear  Admiral  Brown's  name  also. 

CHAIRMAN  REED  :  The  committee  will  accept  that  suggestion  with 
thanks.    The  resolution  will  then  read  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Commandery-in  Chief  hereby  express  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  officers  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  Mayor  and  citizens  and  gen- 
erous press  of  Indianapolis,  our  high  appreciation  of  the  cordial  and  gen- 
erous hospitality  extended  to  us  during  this  sixteenth  annual  session  ;  and 
that  to  General  Walker,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Captain 
William  H.  Armstrong,  Judge  Marsh  and  Rear  Admiral  Brown  and  others, 
who  have  honored  us  by  their  presence  and  kindly  courtesy,  we  extend  our 
warmest  thanks  and  greeting. 
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"Resolved,  That  we  shall  return  to  our  homes  with  the  pleasant  recol- 
lection that  the  efforts  of  the  brothers  of  the  Division  of  Indiana,  and  of 
Indianapolis  particularly,  to  entertain  and  make  our  stay  in  Hoosierdom 
one  of  unalloyed  pleasure,  has  been  more  than  successful,  and  words  fail 
in  our  desire  to  express  what  we  feel;  but  politics  nor  distance  shall  ever 
erase  from  our  hearts  the  pleasures  of  our  meeting  here." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
resolution  be  adopted  by  a  rising  vote.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  -will 
please  rise  to  their  feet.  Be  seated.  Those  opposed  rise.  The  resolution 
is  adopted  unanimously. 

Chairman  Reed  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"■Resolved,  That  Commander-in-Chief  Jas.  L.  Rake  and  his  able  staff, 
by  their  untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Order,  have  won  our  admiration 
and  love,  and  that  we  extend  to  them  our  fraternal  regards  and  warmest 
wishes  for  their  future  success  and  prosperity." 

Approved  and  recommended  by  the  committee. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief, 
I  move  you,  sir,  that  this  resolution  be  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

IRA  CHRISTIAN,  of  Indiana  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  moved  and 
seconded  that  this  resolution  be  adopted  by  rising  vote.  Those  in  favor  of 
the  motion  will  please  rise.  Be  seated.  Those  opposed  please  rise.  The 
resolution  is  adopted  unanimously. 

CHAIRMAN  REED  :  Commander,  the  committee  have  nothing 
further  to  report  at  present.  The  report  thus  far  disposes  of  everything 
that  has  been  presented  to  us.  There  are  several  brothers  who  spoke  to 
the  committee  of  resolutions  they  had  to  submit,  but  so  far  they  have  not 
been  placed  in  our  possession. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  committee  will  be  continued 
for  the  present. 

PRESENTATION  OF  PORTRAIT  OF  PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

MERRILL. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois:  Commander,  I  move  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  for  the  purpose  of  yielding 
the  floor  for  a  few  moments  to  the  Division  of  Maine,  in  order  that  they 
may  present  a  special  matter.    I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIFF  :  I  am  sure  the  Commandery  will 
not  object  at  all  when  they  learn  the  object  of  the  motion.  I  suppose  it 
may  be  taken  by  consent.  (Cries  of  "consent,"  "consent").  Consent  is 
granted  and  the  Chair  recognizes  Colonel  Soule,  of  Maine. 

ARTHUR  L.  SOULE,  of  Maine  :    Commander  : 

My  appearance  before  you  at  this  time  suggests  to  me  a  pleasant  duty, 
as  well  as  a  privilege,  to  perform  ou  behalf  of  the  Maine  Division,  Sons  of 
Veterans. 

Recognizing  that  distinguished  services  are  worthy  of  approbation  and 
call  forth  on  behalf  of  the  boys  of  Maine  a  substantial  testimonial,  I  appear 
before  you  at  this  time  to  present  to  this  honorable  body  the  crayon  por- 
trait of  a  brother  of  this  Order,  a  member  of  our  Division,  who  has  in  days 
gone  by  served  in  the  capacity  of  Commander-in-Chief. 

We  feel  that,  in  order  to  get  into  line  and  to  pay  the  honor  due  this 
brother,  we  should  at  this  time,  in  accordance  with  the  custom  in  recent 
years  established,  present  to  you  his  portrait,  that  it  may  be  hung  upon  the 
walls  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  Headquarters,  to  assist  in  the  completion 
of  that  grand  galaxy  of  portraits  of  our  Past  Commanders,  as  well  as  to 
serve  as  a  token  of  the  love  and  regard  that  we  wish  to  bestow  upon  this 
brother  at  this  time. 

General  Frank  P.  Merrill,  Past  Commander  in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans of  the  U.  S.  A.,  was  born  in  Buckfield,  Me.,  November  19,  1852.  His 
lather,  Thomas  Merrill,  was  a  member  of  Co.  D,  Berdan's  Sharpshooters, 
and  served  from  the  Fall  of  1861  to  the  close  of  the  war.    At  the  age  of  sev- 
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enteen  General  Merrill  joined  the  Maine  Militia,  serving  in  every  grade  un- 
til elected  Captain  of  his  company,  a  position  which  he  resigned  on  taking 
command  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 

In  1882  his  attention  was  called  to  the  organization  of  the  Sons  of  Veter- 
ans, and  he  assisted  General  I.  S.  Bangs  in  organizing  the  State  of  Maine 
into  the  first  permanent  Division  in  the  United  States,  of  which  he  was 
elected  Colonel.  In  the  Fall  of  1883  he  was  elected  by  acclamation  to  the 
office  of  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  being  the  first  elected 
Commander-in-Chief  of  that  organization.  Under  his  command  the  Order 
had  a  wonderful  growth,  and  on  his  retirement  from  office,  at  the  end  of  his 
term,  he  was  presented  with  an  elegant  solid  gold  badge  as  a  testimonial  of 
the  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  brethren.  He  has  always  been  an 
earnest  worker  and  has  spent  time  and  money  liberally  for  the  good  of  the 
Order. 

We,  therefore,  of  the  Maine  Division,  the  sixth  largest  Division  of  our 
Order,  are  pleased  to  present  this  portrait  at  this  time  in  recognition  of  our 
regard  for  General  Merrill's  services  to  our  Order.  We  feel  that  in  a  large 
measure  the  success  of  our  organization,  particularly  in  Maine  and  New 
England,  was  due  to  the  energy  and  conscientious  work  of  this  brother. 
To-day  the  Massachusetts  Division,  in  numerical  strength,  is  the  second 
largest  in  the  Order. 

The  New  England  States  comprise  nearly  one-quarter  of  the  entire  num- 
ber of  Camps  and  over  one-quarter  of  the  membership  of  the  Order. 

Of  the  New  England  Divisions  Maine  to-day  has  the  proud  distinction 
of  holding  second  honors  in  numerical  strength,  numbering,  as  we  do,  nearly 
1,500  members  and  prospects  for  the  future  growing  brighter. 

We,  then,  as  a  Division,  are  desirous  of  showing  to  our  Order  that  we 
are  not  unmindful  of  the  services  of  this  brother.  Therefore,  on  behalf  of 
the  Maine  Division,  I  have  alike  the  privilege  and  the  pleasure  to  present  to 
you  this  portrait.  May  you  give  it  a  conspicuous  place  on  the  walls  of  the 
National  Headquarters,  and  as  time  goes  on  and  we  as  associates  of  our  hon- 
ored brother  shall  look  upon  this  portrait  may  we  ever  feel  that  our  gaze  is 
fixed  upon  one  who  has  done  his  duty  and  has  received  the  "  welldone,  good 
and  faithful  servant,"  of  his  brothers  and  co-workers. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  I  know  of  no  one  present  to-day  in 
the  City  of  Indianapolis  who  is  better  able,  or  who  will  more  willingly,  on 
our  behalf,  accept  the  gift  we  have  just  received  than  that  old  tried  and 
trusted  Son  of  a  Veteran  who  served  with  General  Men-ill  and  wore  the 
same  drooping  visor  as  he  marched  into  Independence  Hall— Joe  Maccabe. 

JOSEPH  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts:'  Commander,  frankly,  I 
did  not  know  that  I  was  to  be  drafted  to  respond  and  to  accept  this  por- 
trait of  my  old  friend,  and  I  am  at  loss  to  say  anything  that  would  be  fitting. 
As  Brother  Soule  said,  Frank  has  done  his  duty  and  done  it  well.  It  was 
3ny  pleasure  to  know  him  during  the  days  of  1882  and  1883,  and  I  can  say 
here  honestly — though  I  wish  in  better  terms — that  I  never  knew  a  harder 
worker  on  behalf  of  this  organization,  nor  a  more  loyal  fellow. 

He  took  this  organization  in  its  infancy,  when  it  was  an  infant  so  small 
that  you  could  get  it  into  a  small  grip,  such  as  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
carrying  in  prohibitory  Maine.  (Applause  and  laughter).  You  can  readily 
imagine  how  cumbersome  it  was.  The  largest  item  in  that  famous  gripsack 
was  the  indebtedness  of  this  organization.  (Laughter).  It  has  its  laughable 
aspect  and  it  has  its  serious  aspect.  Brother  Merrill  then  earned  the  title 
•which  some  of  us  in  New  England  saw  fit  to  apply,  after  having  come  in 
contact  with  some  of  the  western  brothers.  A  title  which  is  not  euphonious 
and  perhaps  not  eloquent,  but  it  expresses  the  idea  thoroughly  and  com- 
pletely, namely,  "Gimp."  "Gimp"  was  simply  borne  to  the  ground  be- 
cause of  the  tremendous  load  ;  but,  my  friends,  he  was  in  no  way  deterred 
from  starting  out  and  making  the  battle  uphill  ;  and  he  did  it  well  ;  he  did 
it  loyally  ;  night  and  day  ;  in  sunshine  and  in  storm  he  was  atthe  helm,  and 
his  hand  guided  the  organization  in  its  dark  days.  The  result  to  day  is 
manifest  in  New  England.  The  corner-stone  was  well  laid.  As  Sons  of 
Veterans  we  closed  up  and  marched  to  the  front,  and  to-day  the  result  of 
Frank  P.  Merrill's  work  is  evident.  I  cannot  say  what  I  would  like  to  say 
as  to  his  work.    It  is  evident  to  everybody  that  a  more  loyal  fellow,  a  more 
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trustworthy  Commander-in-Chief,  a  more  patriotic  custodian  never  was  im- 
pressed into  the  service  of  the  organization. 

I  take  pride  in  accepting  this  counterfeit  presentment,  and  I  trust  it 
will  long  remain  in  the  gallery  of  Sons  of  Veterans'  fame,  for  there  it  belongs. 
He  was  the  leader  in  the  dark  day,  and  to-day  he  is  willing  to  render  ser- 
vice loyally  and  well,  true  to  his  flag,  his  country  and  our  beloved  Order. 
(Applause). 

INTRODUCTION  OF  GENERAL  DODGE. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  have  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting General  Dody;e,  Commander  of  the  Indiana  Division  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  General  Dodge,  we  welcome  you. 
Be  seated. 

RECESS  UNTIL  NINE  O'CLOCK  SATURDAY  MORNING. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  move  that  this  body  do 
now  take  recess  until  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

In  the  absence  of  Brother  Bookwalter  I  wish,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  Division,  to  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  attend  the  camp  fire, 
at  Tomlinson  Hall,  this  evening.  A  program  has  been  arranged  that  will 
be  entertaining,  I  think,  and  we  want  to  see  every  brother  of  the  Encamp- 
ment there. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  before  seconding 
"that  motion  I  dtsire  to  move  that  when  we  resume  to-morrow  morning  we 
resume  under  the  regular  order.  The  Chair  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  reg- 
ular order  was  suspended  a  few  moments  ago  by  consent. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  understands  that  the  reg- 
ular order  was  suspended  for  the  special  matter  of  the  presentation  of  the 
portrait  of  Past  Commander  in-Chief  Merrill.  That  matter  having  been 
disposed  of  the  regular  order  is  resumed  as  a  matter  of  course. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  I  would  ask  the  Commander  if  it 
is  not  possible  for  us  to  proceed  with  business  for  an  hour  longer  ? 

THE  COMMANDER  IN- CHIEF  :  The  janitor  of  the  hall  in  which  we 
are  meeting  has  made  the  request  that  we  vacate  as  closely  to  six  as 
possible. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEE  TO  VISIT  THE  LADIES1  AID. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  we  were  honored 
this  morning  by  a  visit  from  our  sisters  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  proper  to  appoint  a  committee  at  this  time — -providing  I 
am  not  on  the  committee — to  return  the  compliment,  so  that  the  committee 
may  have  this  evening  and  early  to-morrow  morning  during  in  which  to 
discharge  that  duty. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  ;  If  there  is  no  objection  the  Chair 
will  appoint  the  same  committee  that  was  appointed  to  receive  the  ladies 
when  they  visited  us  this  morning.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and  that 
committee  will  act  accordingly. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  would  like  to  have 
consent  to  introduce  the  amendment  that  I  desire  to  propose,  that  is,  I 
would  like  to  have  it  read  now  because  it  will  probably  create  a  great  deal 
of  discussion,  and  it  will  perhaps  save  time  if  it  is  read  now  so  that  mem- 
bers can  be  thinking  of  it  until  it  comes  up  in  the  regular  order. 

'  THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  If  there  is  no  objection  Brother 
Bundy  may  read  his  proposed  amendment. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  1  propose  to  move  the 
following  amendment,  to  be  known  as  Section  2  of  Article  XX  on  page  75  : 

"Sec.  2.  The  use  of  ritualistic  ceremonies  in  the  muster  of  recruits  to 
be  optional  with  Camps  ;  but  the  obligation  of  membership  shall  never  be 
omitted." 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  now  second  Brother 
Noel's  motion  that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  take  recess  until  nine  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  do  now  taj~e  recess  until  nine  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  assent  by  the  usual  voting 
sign  of  the  Order.  Contrary  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  carried  and  the 
Encampment  takes  recess  until  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


SATURDAY  MORNING  SESSION. 


Hall  of  the  House  op  Representatives. 

Saturday,  September  11th,  1897. 

Nine  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Encampment  will  come  to 
oi'der.  Inspector-General,  are  you  satisfied  that  all  present  are  entitled  to 
remain  ? 

THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL  :    Commander,  I  am. 

HARRY  D.  SISSON,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
calling  of  the  roll  be  dispensed  with. 

M.  D.  FRIEDMAN,  of  Alabama  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brothers,  it  has  been  moved  and 
seconded  that  the  calling  of  the  roll  be  dispensed  with.  As  many  as  are  in 
favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  their  assent  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of 
the  Order.    Contrary,  if  any,  the  same  sign.    The  motion  is  carried. 

Adjutant  General,  have  you  any  communications  ? 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL:  Commander,  I  am  in  receipt  of  the 
following  dispatch  : 

"Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  10th,  1897. 
Commandery-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  lndiana%)olis  : 

Greetings  from  Buffalo  Camp.    Hold  next  Encampment  in  Cincinnati. 

JOHN  L.  CRONIN,  Captain." 
THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    The  receipt  of  the  telegram  will  be 
noted.    Is  the  Committee  on  Ritual  ready  to  report  ? 

HARRY  D.  SISSON,  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  the  Committee 
on  Ritual  is  ready  to  report. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  RITUAL. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  I  imagine  the  committee  has  several 
resolutions  there  that  have  been  referred  to  it,  and  that  the  report  ends  up 
with  some  general  recommendation.  If  so,  the  Chair  would  suggest  that 
the  chairman  read  the  various  resolutions  submitted  to  the  committee  by 
title,  and  then  give  us  the  general  result.  Is  there  any  objection  to  that 
course  ?    There  appears  to  be  none: 

Brother  Harry  D.  Sisson,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ritual,  sub- 
mitted and  read  the  following  report : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RITUAL. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  10,  1897. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.  S.  A.: 

Brothers  :  The  Committee  on  Ritual  and  Ceremonies  beg  leave  to 
submit  their  report  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  would  not  recommend  slight  and  unimportant  changes 
in  the  ritual,  promulgated  through  General  Orders,  for  the  reason  that 
such  changes  tend  to  confusion. 

Your  committee  believes  that  the  present  ritual  has  proven  far  more 
satisfactory  than  the  one  it  superseded,  and  yet  believes  the  present  is  sub- 
ject to  many  improvements,  changes  and  corrections,  which  if  made,  would 
be  of  vast  importance  to  the  Order. 
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Your  committee  would  call  attention  to  the  Adjutant  General's  consoli- 
dated report,  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  our  Commander-in-Chief,  and  to 
the  enormous  loss  of  members  that  our  Order  has  been  subjected  to  ;  and  it 
is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  considerable  of  this  great  leakage  is 
due  to  a  lack  of  interest  in  Camp  work  by  reason  of  shortcomings  in  the 
ritual,  which,  if  corrected  and  revised,  would  tend  greatly  to  lessen  our 
losses  by  members  being  dropped  from  the  Order.  We  believe  that  the 
present  ritual  is  weak  and  lacks  force,  is  devoid  of  that  dramatic  action 
which  attracts  and  holds  those  who  are  most  desirable  members  of  our 
Order  ;  that  it  is  deficient  in  that  it  teaches  the  lessons,  principles  and  ob- 
jects of  our  Order  without  interesting  the  recruit  in  the  lesson  so  taught. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  ritual  was  so  changed  and 
revised  so  as  to  possess  dramatic  action  and  force,  intei'esting  alike  to  the 
recruit  and  to  the  members  of  the  Camps,  a  great  step  would  be  taken  in 
holding  our  most  desirable  members  and  stopping  the  enormous  leakage 
complained  of  by  our  Commander-in-Chief. 

And  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  our  present  ritual  can  be  so 
changed,  revised  and  improved  so  as  to  possess  these  important  and  essen- 
tial points,  and  would  recommend  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
from  this  Commandery-in-Chief  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  revise  and  improve 
our  ritual  so  that  it  shall  possess  the  dramatic  action  and  force  of  which  it 
is  now  devoid  ;  and  that  said  committee  report  at  our  next  annual  Encamp- 
ment the  result  of  their  work,  and  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  cover 
the  expenses  of  a  meeting  of  the  committee  at  least  once  prior  to  holding 
the  next  Encampment. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  report 
and  recommendation  of  the  committee.    What  is  your  pleasure? 

MICHAEL  CROWLEY,  of  New  Hampshire  :  Commander,  I  move  that 
the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  adopted 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  If  there  is  no  objection  we  will  adopt 
the  same  method  of  considering  this  report  under  which  we  have  proceeded 
heretofore  ;  that  is,  where  there  is  no  objection  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  will  stand  as  adopted. 

WILLIAM  DeSTEESE,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  is  the  committee 
going  to  read  the  resolutions  submitted  by  the  different  Divisions  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    Only  by  title. 

WILLIAM  DeSTEESE,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  I  understand  the 
resolution  that  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Resolution  Committee  relating 
to  the  ritual,  from  the  Division  of  Wisconsin,  has  not  been  received.  I 
would  like  to  have  the  resolution  passed  upon. 

CHARLES  S.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  I  would  like  to  in- 
quire if  the  committee  has  something  to  propose  different  from  the  recom- 
mendation by  the  Maryland  Division. 

CHAIRMAN  SISSON  :  Commander,  I  think  the  matter  referred  to  by 
the  brother  from  Wisconsin  is  embraced  in  another  resolution  already  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee. 

WILLIAM  DeSTEESE.  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  hardly  fair  to  the  Divisions  to  have  these  matters  disposed  of  with- 
out allowing  their  resolutions  to  be  read.  I  shall  insist  upon  the  resolution 
submitted  by  the  Wisconsin  Division  being  read. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  They  are  simply  to  be  read  by  title, 
but  will  be  incorporated  in  the  journal  of  proceedings.  There  seems  to  be 
no  objection  to  that  method  of  proceeding. 

CHAIRMAN  SISSON:  The  recommendation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Di- 
vision is  as  follows  : 

Headquarters  Pennsylvania  Division, 
Sons  op  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 
Department  op  the  Adjutant. 

Milton,  Pa. 

At  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division, 
S.  V.,  U.  S.  A.,  held  at  Towanda,  Pa.,  June  8th  and  9th,  1897,  the  following- 
was  adopted  : 
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Your  Committee  on  Ritual  respectfully  submit  the  following  : 
Eirst.    We  recommend  that  the  obligation  now  given  in  the  degree  of 
Loyalty,  with  the  necessary  corrections  given  in  the  degree  of  Friendship 
and  the  obligations  now  given  in  the  degrees  of  Friendship  and  Charity,  be 
dispensed  with. 

Second.  We  recommend  that  our  delegates  to  the  National  Encamp- 
ment be  again  instructed  to  use  every  effort  to  have  one-degree  ritual 
adopted.  If  this  cannot  be  accomplished  we  suggest  the  present  three  (3) 
degree  ritual  to  be  revised  and  shortened.  We  farther  recommend  that  the 
present  ritual,  if  retained,  be  so  changed  that  the  use  of  the  coffin  be  omitted 
and  the  recruit  be  made  to  kneel. 

(Signed),      WILDUN  SCOTT, 
T.  C.  HARTER, 
W.  J.  WALTON, 
C.  C.  FULTON, 
Ritual  Committee. 

Extracted  and  certified  from  the  minutes. 

WILDUN  SCOTT,  Division  Commander. 
Attest :  Robert  E.  Hopkins,  Adjutant. 
On  which  the  committee  report : 

"Your  committee  recommend  that  this  resolution  be  not  concurred  in, 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  impracticable  to  give  a  recruit  one  or  two  de- 
grees embodying  more  or  less  secret  work  without  obligating  the  recruit  to 
secrecy." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  In  the  absence  of  any  objection  the 
action  of  the  committee  will  stand  approved.  Proceed. 

CHAIRMAN  SISSON  :  The  resolution  passed  at  the  Annual  Encamp- 
ment of  the  New  York  Division,  S.  of  V.,  U.  S.  A.,  held  in  Auburn,  June 
22-24,  1897,  is  as  follows  : 

"The  Committee  on  Ritual  respectfully  reports  that  in  its  opinion  uni- 
form exemplification  of  the  degree  work  is  desirable,  and  that  the  same  can 
be  best  secured  by  the  issuance  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  a  series  of 
charts,  or  some  descriptive  plan,  for  use  of  officers  concerned  in  working 
the  degrees,  showing  the  positions  or  methods  of  procedure  of  officers  and 
members  at  principal  points  of  the  degrees  ;  and  furthermore  recommends 
that  on  page  38  of  the  ritual,  in  exemplification  of  the  secret  work,  the  fol- 
lowing corrections  be  made  :  'When  the  Sergeant  of  the  Guard  approaches 
you  will  give  him  the  hailing  sign,'  should  read,  'he  will  give  you  the  hail- 
ing sign.'    Again,  'He  will  reply,'  should  read,  'you  will  reply.' 

"These  changes  are  recommended  to  accord  with  the  direction  that  the 
challenger  must  always  make  the  advance  and  keep  it,  the  challenged 
party  being  on  the  defensive." 

Your  committee  report  "ought  to  pass"  on  above  recommendation. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Is  there  objection  ?  There  appears 
to  be  none.    The  recommendation  will  stand  approved.  Proceed. 

CHAIRMAN  SISSON  :  The  recommendation  from  Admiral  Porter 
Camp,  No.  47,  Division  of  Missouri,  is  as  follows  : 

St.  Louis,  May  12th,  1897. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  salute  of  the  flag  be  the  same  as  prescribed  in  the 
ritual  on  page  93,  as  follows  :  That  (Inspector)  Sergeant  of  the  Guard  ad- 
vances to  the  altar  with  the  U.  S.  flag,  each  brother  raising  his  cap  and 
placing  it  on  left  shoulder,  replacing  it  when  commanding  officer  gives  the 
command  recover.  The  (Inspector)  Sergeant  of  the  Guard  returns  to  his 
station  with  the  flag." 

Your  committee  report  on  the  above  inexpedient  at  this  time,  unless  a 
general  revision  of  the  ritual  is  ordered. 

The  committee  received  further  recommendations  from  the  Division  of 
Missouri  in  annual  Encampment,  at  Warrensburg,  May  13th  and  14th,  1897, 
as  follows  : 

'■"Recommendation  No.  1.  That  the  representatives  of  this  Division  to  the 
Sixteenth  National  Encampment  be  instructed  to  use  all  honorable  means 
to  secure  a  ritual  having  the  long  and  short  forms  printed  in  full,  same  to 
be  included  in  the  same  ritual. 
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"  Recommendation  No.  2,  That  the  delegates  to  the  Sixteenth  National 
Encampment  present  a  resolution  to  adopt  a  program  for  Union  Defenders' 
Day  Service  in  ritual  form  similar  to  the  special  Memorial  Services,  etc., 
now  in  our  ritual ;  same  to  be  made  for  use  in  all  Camps  in  our  Order  for 
that  purpose. 

11  Recommendation  No.  3.  That  the  ritual  be  so  arranged  as  to  include 
the  sounding  of  taps  for  three  (3)  meetings  after  death  of  a  brother  ;  also 
to  include  the  last  call  or  taps  in  the  Burial  Services." 

Your  committee  report  on  these  recommendations,  "  Inexpedient  at  this 
time  unless  a  general  revision  of  the  ritual  is  ordered." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  ob- 
jection.   The  recommendation  will  stand  approved.  Proceed. 

CHAIRMAN  SISSON  :  The  resolution  from  the  Division  of  Massachu- 
setts is  as  follows  : 

"Inasmuch  as  no  instruction  is  given  recruits  in  any  degree  in  regard! 
to  assuming  the  hailing  sign  at  the  close  of  Camp  meeting  ;  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  this  Division  to  the  National  En- 
campment be  instructed  to  vote  for  the  abolition  of  the  sign  dui'ing  the 
closing  exercises." 

Tour  committee  report  inexpedient  at  present  time  unless  a  general  re- 
vision of  ritual  is  ordered. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Is  there  objection  ?  There  appears 
to  be  none.  The  recommendation  of  the  committee  will  stand  as  the  action 
of  the  house.  Proceed. 

CHAIRMAN  SISSON:  The  resolutions  submitted  by  the  Maryland 
Division  are  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  The  present  three-degree  ritual  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
has  not  proven  satisfactory,  as  the  Camps  are  not  using  same  through  lack 
of  proper  facilities  ;  and 

"Whereas,  The  present  ritual  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  the  one  it  super- 
seded, and  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Maryland  Division,  present  a 
proper  muster  ceremony  ;  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  this  Division's  representatives  be  instructed  to  use 
their  influence  to  have  the  ritual  abolished  and  the  former  one  substituted, 
with  such  other  improvements  as  the  Commandery-in-Chief  see  fit." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ritual  on  foregoing  resolution  is  as 
follows  : 

"Your  Committee  on  Ritual  has  the  honor  to  submit  the  approved  res- 
olution herewith,  returned  as  the  report  of  said  committee,  and  urge  that 
the  representatives  of  this  Division  make  a  plea  from  the  floor  of  the  Na- 
tional Encampment  for  the  same." 

Which  report  was  adopted. 

In  the  same  line  the  following  section  from  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Officers'  Reports  is  quoted,  viz.: 

"Fifth.  Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  our  delegation  should 
go  to  the  National  Encampment  instructed  to  announce  that  it  is  the  sense 
of  this  Encampment  that  the  three-degree  ritual  be  abolished  and  recom- 
mend return  to  the  old  ritual,  modified  and  improved  upon,  or  that  a 
shorter  ritual  than  the  present  one  be  adopted." 

Your  committee  report  on  the  resolutions  introduced  by  the  Maryland 
Division  that  so  far  as  said  resolutions  pertain  to  the  ritual  suggesting  a  re- 
turn to  the  old  ritual,  "  ought  not  to  pass." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Is  there  objection?  The  Chair 
hears  none,  and  the  action  of  the  committee  is  concurred  in. 

Chairman  Sisson  concluded  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  would  recommend  to  the  proposed  Ritual  Committee, 
for  its  consideration  should  it  be  appointed,  the  following  recommendation 
received  from  the  Massachusetts  Division  : 

"That  our  representatives  to  the  next  Encampment  of  the  Command- 
ery-in-Chief be  instructed  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  accomplish  a 
revision  of  at  least  the  short  forms  of  our  present  ritual,  so  that,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Camp,  the  degrees  may  all  be  worked,  or  the  recruit  may 
be  admitted  to  full  membership  in  one  evening  upon  taking  a  proper 
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obligation  and  receiving  suitable  lectures  explanatory  of  our  principles  and 
objects.  To  be  more  explicit,  I  would  advise  the  abolition  of  the  short 
form  of  the  degree  of  Loyalty,  and  the  creation  of  a  single  degree,  embody- 
ing the  general  lecture  parts  and  obligations  of  the  present  three  degrees 
in  a  condensed  form,  in  order  that  Camps,  not  possessing  the  paraphernalia 
of  the  three-degree  system  can,  at  their  discretion,  admit  a  recruit  to  full 
membership  at  one  meeting." 

Committee  recommends  its  adoption. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

HORACE  C.  STILWELL, 
GEO.  F.  WOLZ, 
WALTER  S.  WILLEY, 
H.  D.  SISSON, 
Committee  on  Ritual  and  Ceremonies. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Ritual.  The  Chair  understands  that  the  committee 
also  has  a  further  or  supplemental  report. 

CHAIRMAN  SISSON  :  Commander,  the  committee  begs  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  supplementary  report  : 

"  We  would  recommend  the  omission  of  the  ballot  as  at  present  re- 
quired for  a  recruit  for  the  degrees  of  Charity  and  Loyalty,  believing  that 
one  ballot  upon  an  application  should  carry  with  it  an  election  to  all 
degrees." 

GEO.  F.  WOLZ, 
WALTER  S.  WILLEY, 
H.  D.  SISSON, 
Committee  on  Ritual  and  Ceremonies. 
THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  ;    Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  report 
and  the  supplementary  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ritual.    What  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  Encampment  ? 

E.  E.  BEARD,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  be  adopted. 

W.  P.  FEDER,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 
THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
report  and  the  supplementary  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ritual  be  re- 
ceived and  adopted.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  their  assent 
by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Contrary,  if  any,  the  same  sign. 
The  motion  is  carried.  Is  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  ready  to 
report  ? 

FRANK  P.  MERRILL,  of  Maine  :  Commander,  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports  have  attended  to  their  duties  and  are  ready  to  report  ; 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott  has  kindly  consented  to  read  the  report. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  Brother  Bundy  has 
sprung  a  question  upon  us  that  relates  to  the  ritual,  and  I  think  we  had 
better  thrash  that  out  before  taking  up  our  report. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  En- 
campment will  consider  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  offered  by 
Brother  Bundy  yesterday  evening.  The  Chair  will  recognize  Brother 
Bundy. 

AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  move  the 
following  amendment,  to  be  known  as  Section  2  of  Article  XX,  on  page  75 
of  the  O,  R.  and  R. : 

"Section  2.  The  use  of  ritualistic  ceremonies  in  the  muster  of  recruits 
is  optional  with  Camps,  but  the  obligation  of  membership  shall  never  be 
omitted." 

That  is  to  Article  XX,  on  page  77,  of  some  of  the  Constitutions. 

W.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  moved  by  Brother  Bundy,  to  amend  Ai-ticle  XX, 
on  page  77,  by  the  introduction  of  the  new  section  proposed  by  him,  making 
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the  use  of  the  ritual  optional  with  Camps.  Is  there  to  be  any  debate  ? 
(Cries  of  "  question,"  "question  "). 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  do  not  want  to  retard 
business,  but  I  would  like  to  ask  General  Bundy  if  he  intends  that  the  use 
of  the  ritual  on  every  occasion  shall  be  optional. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  not  at  all.  I  can  state 
very  briefly  what  my  views  in  regard  to  the  matter  are.  We  have  different 
kinds  of  Camps  in  this  organization.  We  desire  to  build  up  the  Order.  The 
matter  of  the  observance  of  the  ritualistic  ceremonies  is  not  important  in 
any  particular  unless  it  enables  us  to  build  up  the  organization.  There  are 
Camps  in  the  organization,  and  I  venture  the  assertion  that  nine-tenths  of 
the  Camps  in  this  Order,  as  they  exist  and  report  to  their  Division  Com- 
manders at  the  present  time,  absolutely  butcher  the  ritualistic  ceremonies 
in  the  muster  of  recruits.  This  amendment  does  not  advocate  nor  provide 
for  the  abolition  of  the  ritualistic  ceremonies,  nor  the  abolition  of  the  ritual. 
It  simply  makes  it  optional  with  every  Camp  in  the  Order,  when  they  get 
together,  whether  they  will  use  the  ritualistic  ceremonies  in  the  muster  of 
recruits  as  required  at  the  present  time.  One  trouble,  as  I  take  it,  with  the 
growth  of  this  Order,  has  been  that  we  have  been  undertaking  all  the  time 
to  compel  people  to  do  things  that  they  could  not  do  and  that  they  did  not 
want  to  do.  Many  of  us  have  had  the  idea  that  we  must  be  strict  disciplin- 
arians, and  for  some  years  I  was  upon  that  lay  myself — I  have  been  on  both 
sides  of  the  question,  I  have  belonged  to  both  kinds  of  Camps,  or,  rather, 
my  Camp  has  been  at  one  time  a  military  Camp  and  now  it  is  not  a  military 
Camp  ;  we  have  all  kinds  of  paraphernalia  and  everything  necessary,  and 
everybody  in  it  possesses  a  uniform,  and  I  believe  the  boys  should  possess 
uniforms,  so  far  as  possible  and  practical ;  but  when  we  muster  a  recruit 
into  the  organization,  the  manner  in  which  a  great  many  of  the  uniforms 
are  worn,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  attempt  to  go  through  these  cere- 
monies in  nine-tenths  of  the  Camps,  is  such,  in  my  belief,  that  the  recruit 
goes  away  with  a  very  bad  impression  of  the  organization.  We  may  frankly 
admit  that  it  is  not  done  properly.  In  many  Camps  they  either  cannot  do 
it  or  they  will  not.  Now  I  ask  brothers  to  look  at  this  question  fairly,  not 
from  the  standpoint  of  their  individual  Camps,  but  consider  it  as  it  applies 
to  the  Order  generally.  Those  who  have  been  Division  Commanders  know 
how  it  is.  Although  he  may  belong  to  a  Camp  that  desires  the  ritual  work 
and  goes  through  it  properly,  how  about  the  neighboring  Camps  ?  It  cre- 
ates a  good  impression  upon  the  candidate  in  the  Camps  where  the  ritual- 
istic ceremonies  are  properly  conducted,  but  how  is  it  in  the  other  Camps  ? 
We  all  know  that  the  impression  made  is  anything  but  favorable.  It  seems 
to  me  we  ought  to  meet  conditions  everywhere.  There  is  not  anything  in 
this  amendment  proposed  that  will  prevent  any  Camp  in  the  organization 
from  going  through  the  ritualistic  work  that  desires  to  do  so,  that  considers 
it  for  the  best  interest  for  the  organization  in  that  community.  It  simply 
permits  the  Gamps  that  cannot  do  it  properly  to  omit  it. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  do  not  know  where 
this  amendment  reaches.  I  want  to  ask  if  it  can  be  so  construed  as  to  per- 
mit the  Camps  to  do  away  with  ritualistic  work  in  the  opening  and  closing 
of  the  Camp  ? 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  not  at  all ;  it  says  the 
use  of  ritualistic  ceremonies  in  the  muster  of  recruits  is  optional  with  Camps, 
and  then  the  Committee  on  Ritual  should  provide  for  one  obligation. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :  Commander— 

(Cries  of  "question,"  "question"). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  question  seems  to  be  the  desire 
of  this  Encampment.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  proposed 
amendment  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands. 
Contrary  if  any,  the  same  sign.  The  motion  seems  to  be  carried.  The 
motion  is  carried.  Is  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution 
of  Work  ready  to  report  ? 
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GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Officers'  Reports  I  would  say  that  the  committee  has  omitted  the 
usual  complimentary  reference  to  the  officers  of  Commandery-in-Chief,  but 
the  committee  wish  it  understood,  and  would  preface  their  report  witli  the 
statement,  that  in  their  opinion  the  officers  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
have  been  faithful  and  capable  and  have  done  their  work  conscientiously 
and  well,  and  the  committee  desire  that  all  the  good  things  that  might  be 
said  of  worthy  officers  may  be  considered  as  said.  I  am  instructed  to  say 
that  as  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  committee.  While  it  is  brief  I  think 
it  covers  the  ground  thoroughly. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Before  Gen.  Abbott  proceeds  with 
the  report  the  Chair  would  ask  the  pleasure  of  the  Encampment  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  report  shall  be  considered;  whether  it  shall  be  taken 
up  section  by  section  and  considered  that  way,  or  whether  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  a  whole  ?  If  there  is  no  objection  the  method  pursued  in  the 
consideration  of  the  preceding  reports  will  be  pursued  in  this  instance. 
There  appeal's  to  be  no  objection  and  the  report  will  be  considered  section 
by  section. 

General  Abbott  proceeded  to  read  the  report  as  follows  : 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual 
Encampment,  S.  V ,  U.  S.  A.: 

Brothers  : — Tour  committee  have  duly  considered  all  matters  sub- 
mitted to  them,  referring  to  the  several  committees  the  matters  properly 
belonging  to  said  committees,  and  taking  such  action  on  other  matters  as 
the  evidence  before  us  and  our  best  judgment  dictated  and  we  beg  leave 
to  report  as  follows  : 

Communication  from  the  Division  of  Indiana  relative  to  changes  in  C, 
R.  and  R.,  referred  to  Committee  on  C,  R.  and  R. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Is  there  objection  ?  The  Chair  hears 
none  and  the  action  of  the  committee  is  approved. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"  Communication  from  the  Division  of  Missouri  asking  for  changes  in 
ritual  referred  to  Committee  on  Ritual,  and  that  part  of  said  communica- 
tion relating  to  Division  Council  referred  to  Committee  on  C,  R.  and  R." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :   There  being  no  objection  the  action 

of  the  committee  is  approved. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

li  Communication  from  Fair  Oaks  Camp,  No.  15,  of  California,  relating 

to  ratio  of  representation,  etc.,  referred  to  Committee  on  C,  R.  and  R." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  being  no  objection  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee  is  approved. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"  Communication  from  the  Division  of  Massachusetts  relating  to 
changes  in  O,  R.  and  R.  as  to  jurisdiction  referred  to  Committee  on  C. ,  R. 
and  R." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  There  appears  to  be  no  objection. 
General  Abbott  will  proceed. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"  Communication  from  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania  relating  to  restora- 
tion of  past  honors  to  Past  Division  Commander  Robert  E.  Hopkins,  of 
Camp  No.  121.  Inasmuch  as  no  data  has  been  given  your  committee  as  to 
how  Past  Commander  Hopkins  lost  his  honors,  we  are  unable  to  make  any 
recommendation  in  the  case. 

"  That  part  of  said  communication  relating  to  changes  in  ritual  referred 
to  Committee  on  Ritual." 

Commander,  that  leaves  the  matter  of  Brother  Hopkins  in  the  hands  of 
this  Commandery-in-Chief.  The  recommendation  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Division  is  as  follows  : 
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RESTORATION  PAST  RANK  TO  R.  E.  HOPKINS. 

Headquarters  Pennsylvania  Division, 
Sons  op  Veterans,  U.  S.  A., 

Department  of  Adjutant. 
At  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  held  at  Towanda,  Pa.,  June  8th  and  9th,  1897, 
the  following  was  recommended  : 

Milton,  Pa.,  June  3,  1897. 

William  D.  Orr,  Adjutant  Pennsylvania  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S. 
A.,  Towanda,  Pa.  : 

In  recognition  of  the  years'  of  loyal  work  for  our  Camp  and  Division, 
we  earnestly  request  the  delegates  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  be  in- 
structed to  work  and  vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  honors  of  Past  Division 
Commander  Robert  E.  Hopkins,  of  Camp  No.  121. 

(Signed)    FRED  A.  GODCHARLES,  Captain, 
WILDUN  SCOTT, 
HARRY  W-  WILSON, 
EDWARD  K.  BARMAN, 
E.  E.  HUNTSINGER, 
A.  S.  RHOADS, 
GEORGE  D.  B.  HEDENBERG, 
FRANK  RHOADS, 
WILLIAM  L.  BEATTY. 

Extracted  and  certified  from  the  minutes. 

WILDUN  SCOTT,  Division  Commander. 

Attest :  Fred  A.  Godcharles,  Sergeant-Major. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  What  is  the  desire  of  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief on  the  question  of  the  restoration  of  past  honors  to 
Brother  Hopkins,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  ? 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Pennsylvania  Division,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  past  rank 
to  Brother  Robert  E.  Hopkins,  now  Adjutant  of  Pennsylvania  Division,  be 
granted. 

WILDUN  SCOTT,  of  Pennsylvania  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brothers,  it  has  been  moved  and 
seconded  that  the  petition  of  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  restoring  past 
rank  to  Brother  Robert  E.  Hopkins,  former  Past  Commander  of  the  Divi- 
sion, be  granted.    Any  remarks  ? 

JOSEPH  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  simply  re- 
member that  yesterday  my  Brother  Reed  served  very  acceptably  as  reading 
clerk  for  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  and  one  of  the  resolutions  recom- 
mended by  that  committee  was  that  dropped  members  should  not  be  made 
eligible  to  again  receive  past  honors.  It  strikes  me  the  line  of  demarkation 
between  tweedledum  and  tweedledee  is  being  denned.  I  think  it  no  more 
than  fair  that  Brother  Hopkins'  case  should  go  the  way  of  all  others  unless 
there  may  be,  perhaps,  some  extenuating  circumstances,  and  in  that  case  we 
probably  ought  to  know  them.  If  Brother  Hopkins  is  to  be  granted  this 
right  and  this  privilege  then  why  not  grant  it  to  everybody  ?  The  spirit  of 
equity  is  not  dead  here  yet.  We  certainly  must  remember  that  if  we  give 
it  to  one  we  must  give  it  to  all.  In  short,  we  cannot  afford  to  make  fish  of 
one  and  flesh  of  another  and  red  herring  of  a  third. 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL  HAMMER  :  Commander-in-Chief,  the  case  of 
Brother  Hopkins  is  simply  this— I  will  make  it  very  brief — Brother  Hop- 
kins removed  from  Milton,  his  home,  and  the  location  of  his  Camp.  The 
Camp  was  indebted  to  Brother  Hopkins  to  an  amount  somewhere  between 
eighty  and  a  hundred  dollars.  Brother  Hopkins  labored  under  the  impres- 
sion that  some  brother  of  the  Camp  was  taking  care  of  him  to  the  extent  of 
crediting  his  dues  out  of  the  Camp's  indebtedness  to  him,  and  when  it  was 
discovered  that  that  had  not  been  done  and  that  he  was  dropped  from  the 
Order  for  non-payment  of  dues,  he  was  reinstated,  and  it  is  the  unanimous 
request  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  that  he  be  reinstated  to  his  past  rank. 
That  is  all  there  is  in  it. 
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R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  in  reply  to  Brother 
Maccabe,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  I  want  to  say  that  the 
committee  is  consistent  in  relation  to  the  other  brothers.  That  the  com- 
mittee reported  adversely  upon  those  cases  because  no  data  was  presented 
to  the  committee,  and  no  reasons  given  to  the  committee  which  would  have 
justified  them  in  reporting  otherwise.  No  reasons  were  given  why  the 
past  rank,  should  be  restored  in  those  cases. 

JOSEPH  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts:  Just  one  question.  Com- 
mander. Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions yesterday  pronounced  against  restoring  the  past  rank  to  dropped 
members  who  were  reinstated  ? 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  I  answer  that,  Commander,  by 
saying  yes,  but  qualify  it  in  this  way  :  No  data  was  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee upon  which  they  could  recommend  the  restoration  of  past  rank  in 
"the  cases  it  had  before  it.  There  is  quite  a  difference  between  those  cases 
and  this  case,  and  it  is  not  the  difference  between  tweedledum  and  tweedle- 
dee.  The  committee  reported  against  the  restoration  of  past  rank  to 
those  who  had  petitioned  this  Commandery-in-Chief  for  it,  but  had  pre- 
sented no  reasons  why  the  restoration  should  be  granted.  In  fact  some  of 
those  cases  the  brothers  had  voluntarily  withdrawn  from  the  Order,  and 
the  committee  could  not  understand  how  in  justice  their  past  rank  could  be 
restored  to  them.  As  the  Adjutant-General  has  said,  the  case  of  Brother 
Hopkins  is  entirely  different.  Brother  Hopkins  was  a  member  of  Camp  No. 
121  ;  he  was  one  of  the  old  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division,  an 
earnest  worker,  and  the  Camp  was  indebted  to  Brother  Hopkins  eighty 
dollars.  He  removed  from  Milton,  Pennsylvania,  with  the  understanding 
among  the  members  that  this  money  that  was  due  him  would  be  accredited 
to  his  dues.  In  the  meantime  the  Camp  surrendered  its  charter.  Brother 
Hopkins  was  not  present  and  not  cognizant  of  the  action  taken  by  the 
Camp.  He  found  himself  a  dropped,  member,  notwithstanding  the  Camp 
was  indebted  to  him  eighty  dollars,  which  Brother  Hopkins  was  willing 
should  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  his  dues.  He  became  a  dropped  mem- 
ber through  no  fault  of  his  own,  through  no  negligence  of  his  whatever, 
and  his  case  is  entirely  different  from  the  others.  No  analogy  can  be  drawn 
between  the  case  of  Brother  Hopkins  and  those  reported  on  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions.  I  want  to  say  right  here  that  the  record  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  for  the  past  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  has  always  been  to  favor  the  restoration  of  past  rank  to  members 
where  there  was  good  reason  for  doing  it ;  and  if  ever  there  was  a  case  in 
which  there  was  good  reason  for  restoring  past  rank  it  is  Brother  Hopkins' 
case.  He  had  given  the  Camp  eighty  dollars  in  money  and  said  to  them  to 
credit  him  with  his  dues  and  charge  it  against  that  debt.  Instead  of  doing 
so  the  Camp  surrendered  their  charter  and  reported  Brother  Hopkins  in 
arrears  for  dues. 

Gr.  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  as  a 
member  of  this  committee,  but  as  an  individual.  This  has  always  seemed 
to  me  an  important  thing,  and  I  shall  propose  an  amendment  at  the  end  of 
my  remarks.  It  is  within  the  memory  of  my  brothers  that  at  Cincinnati  I 
begged  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  to  report  a 
law  to  provide  for  just  such  cases. 

I  was  living  at  that  time  in  a  foreign  country  and  my  case  was  harder 
than  Brother  Hopkins',  as  the  members  of  my  Division  will  verify.  Not 
only  was  my  Camp  indebted  to  me,  but  my  dues  had  been  paid  in  advance 
for  twenty  years.  I  got  into  the  interior  of  Central  America  and  the  only 
communication  from  the  Camp  or  Division  that  ever  reached  me  were  solic- 
itations for  contributions  for  the  badge  of  the  Cominander-in-Chief.  Some 
way  or  other  they  could  always  find  me,  but  nothing  else  could.  However, 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  case.  My  dues  were  honestly  paid  in  ad- 
vance, but  had  it  not  been  for  the  watchfulness  of  the  Colonel  of  the  Di- 
vision, my  particular  friend,  Col.  Shepard,  I  would  be  to-day  in  the  same 
situation  that  Brother  Hopkins  is.  The  Camp  was  owing  me,  I  will  not  say 
how  much — it  was  a  Camp  that  was  named  after  me,  and  if  any  of  my 
brothers  have  ever  been  honored  in  that  way  they  know  something  about 
how  much  it  costs — but  it  is  not  right  that  some  two  or  three  brothers  should 
get  reinstated,  should  have  their  past  honors  restored  and  others,  whose 
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cases  are  just  as  meritorious,  be  turned  down.  Every  Division  has  its  past 
dropped  Colonel.  Illinois  has  a  few.  They  would  be  glad  to  come  back  in 
the  Order  and  have  their  past  honors  restored.  Perhaps  there  may  be  a 
shade  of  difference  in  the  circumstances,  but  the  same  rule  should  be  ap- 
plied to  all. 

Now  I  move  that  we  pass  some  law  governing  this  thing,  covering  these 
cases,  so  that  hereafter  there  may  be  some  uniformity  of  action.  It  is  not 
fair  that  one  Division  have  this  thing  and  another  not.  I  believe  with  my 
friend  Maccabe  that  we  should  not  make  fish,  fowl,  flesh  and  good  red  her- 
ring of  these  applicants.  I  move  as  a  substitute  that  Past  Division  Com- 
manders, who  have  been  dropped  for  lapsed  dues,  when  they  become  mem- 
members  of  the  Order  again  shall  be  granted  all  their  past  honors. 

L.  A.  DILLEY,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  yesterday  I  asked  to  have  past 
honors  restored  to  an  Iowa  Division  Commander,  and  it  was  decided  that  we 
were  not  in  proper  shape,  and  we  took  our  medicine.  Let  Pennsylvania  do 
the  same.  Let  them  endorse  Brother  Hopkins  as  a  Past  Commander  in 
their  Division  Encampment  and  let  them  present  him  under  the  seal  of  their 
Division  Encampment  to  the  next  Commandery-in-Chief. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :   That  has  already  been  done. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Commander— 

(Cries  of  "question,"  "question,"  "question"). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :   The  question  is  called  for. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Commander,  I 
rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN:  Commander,  my 
point  of  order  is  that  there  is  a  prescribed  method  within  the  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  for  calling  for  the  question.  Members  cannot  be 
shut  off  simply  by  cries  of  "  question." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :   The  point  of  order  is  well  taken. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Commander,  I 
simply  want  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this  case.  The  brothers  here  present 
will  recollect  that  I  opposed  the  admission  of  a  worthy  brother  to  a  seat  in 
this  Encampment,  contending  that  his  past  rank  had  been  forfeited.  This 
Encampment  by  a  large  majority  vote  saw  fit  to  decide  otherwise.  I,  like 
my  Brother  Maccabe,  do  not  want  to  make  any  distinction  between  Divis- 
ions, and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  body  in  one  case  did  recognize  the 
past  rank  of  one  brother,  let  us  not  stultify  ourselves  and  refuse  this  past 
rank  to  another  brother  who  is  equally  worthy. 

(Cries  of  "question,"  "question"). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  question  is  on  concurring  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  restoring  past  honors  to  Brother 
Hopkins  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division.  Brother  Abbott's  substitute  motion 
was  not  seconded.  Those  in  favor  of  concurring  in  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down 
hands.  Contrary,  if  any,  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  carried  and  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  is  concurred  in.    Proceed,  Brother  Abbott. 

GENERAL  ABBOTT  :  Commander,  while  we  are  on  this  question 
there  is  another  one  from  Pennsylvania  of  the  same  kind  and  character  re- 
lating to  Brother  Shuler.  I  will  read  the  communication,  which  is  a  certi- 
fied extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Pennsylvania  Encampment,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Commandery.    It  is  as  follows  : 

At  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  held  at  Towanda,  Pa.,  June  8th  and  9th,  1897r 
the  following  was  recommended  : 

Adjutant-General  Hammer  moved  that  the  delegates  to  the  National 
Encampment  at  Indianapolis  be  instructed  to  endeavor  to  secure  the  res- 
toration of  the  eligibilitv  of  W.  H.  Shuler,  of  Camp  No.  44.    So  ordered. 

Extracted  and  certified  from  the  minutes. 

W1LDUN  SCOTT,  Division  Commander. 
Attest:  Robert  E.  Hopkins,  Adjutant. 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  would  say  to  the  En- 
campment that  this  case  is  both  similar  and  dissimilar  to  the  one  we  have 
just  been  considering.  Mr.  Shuler  was  a  member  of  the  organization,  was 
court-martialed  on  some  charge  and  dishonorably  discharged  from  the 
Camp  at  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania.  Since  that  time  he  and  the  Camp 
have  settled  their  differences.  Their  differences  are  past,  and  the  Camp 
unanimously  recommended  to  two  different  Encampments  of  the  Division 
of  Pennsylvania  that  he  be  restored  to  membership,  or,  rather,  that  we  re- 
move his  disability.  The  Pennsylvania  Encampment,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Camp  makes  a  unanimous  request,  certifying  that  the  brother  has 
made  full  atonement,  decided  in  favor  of  granting  the  request  of  the 
Wiljiamsport  Camp,  and  the  Division  come  here  and  unanimously  ask  that 
his  disability  be  removed.  It  simply  permits  him  again  to  make  applica- 
tion for  membership.  It  does  not  restore  him  to  membership.  It  simply 
removes  his  disability  and  makes  him  eligible.  Is  their  objection  ?  (Cries 
of  "consent,"  "  consent  ").    Consent  is  granted.    Thei'e  is  no  objection. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"Communication  from  Division  of  Maryland  recommending  changes 
in  ritual  referred  to  Committee  on  Ritual." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  appears  to  be  no  objection. 
The  action  of  the  committee  is  concurred  iD. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"Communication  from  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania  relating  to  restor- 
ation of  eligibility  of  W.  H.  Shuler.  We  have  no  data  in  this  case,  there- 
fore can  take  no  action." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    That  you  have  already  passed  upon. 

"  Resolutions  from  Division  of  New  York  relating  to  degree  work  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Ritual." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  appears  to  be  no  objection. 
The  action  of  the  committee  is  concurred  in. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"  Resolution  from  Division  of  New  York  relating  to  removing  disability 
of  Claud  D.  Morehouse.  Your  committee  recommend  that  the  disability 
be  removed." 

Commander,  to  explain  the  action  of  the  committee  I  will  state  that 
Brother  Durston  appeared  before  the  committee  and  presented  the  case, 
supported  by  a  resolution  passed  by  the  New  York  Division.  We,  therefore,, 
recommend  it,  as  we  have  some  data  to  go  upon. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Is  there  objection  ?  (Cries  of  "  con- 
sent," "  consent  ").    Consent  seems  to  be  granted.    It  is  granted. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"  Resolutions  from  the  New  York  Division  relating  to  uniform  referred 
to  Committee  on  C,  R.  and  R." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  appears  to  be  no  objection, 
and  the  action  of  the  committee  is  concurred  in. 

DbLESTRY— MINNESOTA  DIVISION  APPEAL. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"  Communication  from  Louis  DeLestry,  of  St.  Paul,  submitting  a  copy 
of  part  of  Journal  of  Proceedings  of  Division  of  Minnesota,  and  appealing 
from  the  action  of  said  Division  Encampment,  which  refused  the  said  De- 
Lestry a  vote  in  said  Encampment,  which  he  claimed  by  virtue  of  his  being 
a  delegate  to  the  preceding  National  Encampment. 

"We  recommend  that  the  appeal  be  not  sustained." 

The  documents  which  the  committee  had  before  it  in  reference  to  this 
case  are  as  follows  : 

St.  PAUi,  Minn.,  August  25,  1897. 
General  J.  L.  Rake,  Commander-in-Chief  Sons  of  Veterans  : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: — 1  enclose  you  herewith  the  transcript  of 
minutes  of  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Division  Encampment,  Minnesota  Divi- 
sion, held  at  Princeton,  so  far  as  it  may  relate  to  an  appeal  I  am  herewith 
taking  from  the  vole  of  that  session. 
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I  presented  myself  at  that  session  as  a  member  thereof,  having  been 
elected  at  the  Tweifth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Division  as  a  delegate  to 
the  National  Encampment,  and  upon  that  election  asked  to  be  given  a  seat 
and  vote  in  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Division  Encampment.  Division  Com- 
mander Kelley  ruled  that  I  was  entitled  to  such  seat  and  vote,  but  on  ap- 
peal from  that  ruling  the  Encampment  voted  not  to  allow  me  a  vote  and, 
therefore,  I  withdrew  from  the  Encampment  after  having  given  notice  that 
I  should  appeal  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  a  ruling  upon  the  question. 

The  enclosed  papers  are  duly  certified  by  both  the  Division  Commander 
and  Adjutant  and  are  from  the  stenographic  report.  1,  therefore,  appeal 
from  the  vote  taken  which  unseated  me,  and  ask  you  to  make  a  ruling  and 
decision  for  future  guidance  upon  the  subject  upon  the  question  : 

"Is  a  delegate  elected  by  the  Division  Encampment  to  represent  his 
Division  in  the  National  Encampment  a  member  of  the  next  session  to  which 
he  is  supposed  to  report,  and.  if  so,  is  he  not  entitled  to  a  voice  and  vote  in 
such  Division  Encampment?  " 

Fraternally  yours  in  F. ,  C.  and  L., 

LOUIS  DeLESTRY. 

Transcript  of  that  portion  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Thirteenth  Division  Encampment  of  the  Minnesota  Division,  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, U.  S.  A.,  relating  to  the  appeal  to  the  Commandery-in  Chief,  taken 
by  Louis  DeLestry,  of  Camp  No.  1,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Princeton,  Minn.,  June  17th,  1897. 
We  hereby  certify  that  the  within  is  a  correct  transcript  of  the  minutes 
of  the  Thirteenth  Division  Encampment,  Minnesota  Division,  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, U.  S.  A.,  at  Princeton,  Minnesota,  June  17th,  1897,  as  they  refer  to 
the  appeal  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  taken  at  that  session  by  Louis 
DeLestry,  of  Camp  No.  1,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

GEORGE  P.  KELLEY,  Commander. 

George  H.  Sheire,  Adjutant. 

MR.  DeLESTRY  :  I  again,  at  this  time,  desire  to  make  formal  appli- 
cation for  and  ask  that  I  be  given  a  seat  and  a  vote  at  this  Encampment, 
claiming  to  be  properly  entitled  to  the  same  by  virtue  of  being  a  duly  and 
legally  elected  delegate  of  this  Division  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  for  the 
present  year,  and  I  base  my  claim  on  Section  1,  of  Article  II,  of  the  Divi- 
sion Constitution,  which  is  as  follows  : 

The  membership  of  the  Division  Encampment  shall  be  made  up  as  fol- 
lows : 

First.  Its  own  elective  and  appointive  officers  (except  Assistant  In- 
spectors and  non-commissioned  staff)  and  its  sitting  Camp  Captains. 

Now  I  ask  to  be  heard  in  this  matter,  particularly  that  a  definite  ruling 
may  be  had  upon  a  question  which  has  never  been  decided  heretofore.  We 
have  searched  the  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  Blue  Books,  but  find  no  ruling 
on  this  point,  and,  therefore — 

DELEGATE  MILLS  :    Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

COMMANDER  KELLEY  :    You  will  state  what  it  is. 

DELEGATE  MILLS:  I  would  like  to  know  what  authority  Brother 
DeLestry  has  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  Encampment  with  this  matter. 

COMMANDER  KELLEY:  The  brother  is  asking  for  his  seat.  He 
claims  to  be  a  duly  elected  officer  of  this  Encampment.  I  think  Brother 
DeLestry  has  a  perfect  right  to  be  heard  in  the  matter. 

MR.  DeLESTRY  :  Now  it  is  not  merely  a  question  whether  or  not  I 
have  a  vote  in  this  Encampment,  but  one  which  should  be  and  must  be  de- 
cided for  future  Encampments,  and  I  now  formally  ask  that  I  be  given  a 
seat  and  a  vote  in  this  Encampment,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  1,  Ar- 
ticle II,  of  the  Division  Constitution,  which  states  that  "The  membership 
of  the  Division  Encampment  shall  be  made  up  as  follows  :  First.  Its  own 
elective  and  appointive  officers  (except  Assistant  Inspector  and  non-com- 
missioned staff)  and  its  sitting  Camp  Captains,"  etc. 

I  maintain  and  contend  the  point  that  a  delegate,  elected  by  the  Divis- 
ion Encampment  to  represent  it  in  the  supreme  body  of  the  Order,  is  a  duly 
elected  officer  of  such  Encampment,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  his  seat  and 
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to  his  vote  therein.  If  he  is  not  such  an  elective  officer,  then  what  is  he  ? 
If  he  is  anything  at  all,  he  is  certainly  an  elected  officer  of  the  Encamp- 
ment, and  at  least  entitled  to  a  vote  therein. 

COMMANDER  KELLEY  :  There  seems  to  be  a  question  for  consider- 
able argument  here,  and  1  really  do  not  know  exactly  how  to  pass  on  it.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  brother  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  Encampment,  and 
we  must  certainly  give  him  a  chance  to  be  heard. 

ADJUTANT  SHEIRE  :  He  was  heard  yesterday  in  this  Encampment, 
and  we  have  enough  other  business  to  do.    Have  him  cut  it  short. 

MR.  DeLESTRY  :  I  am  going  to  cut  it  short,  if  the  people  will  give 
me  a  chance.  Now,  I  maintain  this  point,  and  will  ask  the  Commander  to 
rule  upon  it,  for  the  purpose  that  it  may  be  definitely  decided  upon,  and 
that  I  may  take  such  an  appeal  to  the  Commandery-in  Chief  as  may  be 
proper,  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  Rules 
and  Regulations.  1  was,  by  the  Division  Encampment  at  Wells,  elected  as 
delegate  of  this  Division  to  the  Commandery-in  Chief,  and  under  the  Ar- 
ticle and  Section  of  the  Constitution  quoted,  am  a  member  of  this  Encamp- 
ment, and  one  of  the  elective  officers,  and,  therefore,  entitled  to  a  vote.  I 
again  formally  ask  that  I  be  given  a  seat  and  a  vote  in  this  Encampment. 

ADJUTANT  SHEIRE  :  Whoever  heard  of  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Convention  being  considered  as  officer  of  the  Division  ?  And  if  he  was  an 
officer,  why  didn't  he  present  a  report. 

MR.  DeLESTRY  :  I  gave  my  report  to  the  Adjutant  yesterday  morn- 
ing, at  the  time  the  officers'  reports  were  called  for,  and  it  was  not  read,  but 
handed  back  to  me. 

ADJUTANT  SHEIRE  :  I  am  not  reading  reports  when  the  officers  are 
present  to  read  them  themselves. 

MR.  DeLESTRY  :  I  would  like  to  know  how  I  could  have  read  the  re- 
port when  it  was  not  regularly  called  for;  when  no  opportunity  was  given 
me  to  do  so. 

PAST  COLONEL  MILHAM  :  Commander,  how  could  Brother  De- 
Lestry  make  a  report  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  when  he  was  not  present 
at  the  meeting  of  that  body  ? 

MR.  DeLESTRY  :  In  the  same  manner  that  other  officers  of  the  Divis- 
ion make  reports  of  matters  of  which  they  have  no  personal  knowledge. 

DELEGfATE  MILLS  :  Commander,  I  move  the  gentleman  be  not  en- 
titled to  a  vote  in  this  Encampment. 

DELEGATE  DeTURK  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

ADJUTANT  SHEIRE  :  That  is  out  of  order.  It  is  not  a  question  for 
the  house,  but  rests  with  the  Commander. 

COMMANDER  KELLEY  :  The  question  being  one  for  the  Chair  to  de- 
cide, and  not  for  the  convention  itself,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  Brother  DeLestry  is  to  be  considered  as  officer  of  the  Divis- 
ion as  delegate  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  If  he  is  actually  an  officer  of 
this  Encampment,  he  certainly  should  be  entitled  to  a  seat.  I  do  not  find 
any  law  touching  the  point  materially.  It  is  true  he  bases  his  claim  upon 
Section  1,  Article  II,  of  the  Division  Constitution. 

DELEGATE  MILLS  :    Commander,  when  does  his  term  expire  ? 

COMMANDER  KELLEY  :  As  I  understand  it,  his  term  hasnotyetex- 
pired,  and  will  not  until  the  adjournment  of  this  Encampment.  That  be- 
ing the  case,  and  he  has  never  resigned,  his  time  has  not  yet  expired.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  has  never  made  a  report.  Should  he  have  made  a  re- 
port, I  should  have  had  to  rule  that  he  was  a  member  of  this  Encampment. 

MR.  DeLESTRY  :  I  have  been  patiently  waiting  to  be  asked  for  the 
report. 

ADJUTANT  SHEIRE  :  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  ;  that 
is,  I  understand  that  the  Commander  has  ruled  that  the  brother  be  given  a 
vote. 

COMMANDER  KELLEY  :  I  have  not  yet  so  decided  it,  but  in  order  to 
bring  this  matter  before  the  Encampment,  I  will  rule  that  Brother  DeLes- 
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try,  by  virtue  of  his  election  as  delegate  to  the  Conimandery-in-Chief,  is  en- 
titled to  a  vote  here,  and  I  call  upon  him  for  his  report,  if  he  has  a  report  to 
make. 

MR.  DeLESTRY  :  I  have  not  the  report  here;  I  did  not  bring  it  along 
this  morning.    It  was  here  yesterday. 

ADJUTANT  SHEIRE  :    I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
PAST  COLONEL  M1LHAM  :    I  second  the  appeal. 

COMMANDER  KELLEY  :  The  Adjutant  has  taken  an  appeal  from  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair.  I  must  say  that  the  question  is  rather  too  deep  for  me, 
and  I  ruled  as  I  did  in  order  that  it  might  be  settled  by  the  Encampment 
itself,  and  so  let  me  out.  The  proper  mode,  I  think,  of  putting  the  matter 
is,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained  ?  " 

ADJUTANT  SHEIRE  :  The  Senior  Vice  Commander  will  conduct  the 
voting.    A  rising  vote  should  be  taken,  and  the  Sergeant-Major  will  count. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  Brothers,  the  question  before 
you  is,  "Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained  ?"  Those  voting  in  the 
affirmative  will  rise  to  their  feet. 

THE  SERGEANT-MAJOR  :  Five. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  Be  seated.  Those  voting  in  the 
negative,  rise  to  their  feet. 

THE  SERGEANT-MAJOR:  Thirty-one. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :    The  question  is  lost. 

MR.  DkLESTRY  :  I  hereby  give  formal  notice  and  ask  permission  to 
take  an  appeal  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  from  the  decision  of  this  En- 
campment, 

ADJUTANT  SHEIRE  :  That  is  perfectly  proper  and  in  order  that  the 
brother  gives  notice  of  appeal. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF  :  Is  there  any  objection  to  this  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  ?    If  not,  the  report  is  concurred  in. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"  Communication  from  Brother  William  L.  Fees,  of  Elwood.  Indiana, 
asking  for  reinstatement  to  membership  and  restoration  of  past  rank  of 
Captain.  We  recommend  the  granting  of  his  request  as  it  appears  an  injus- 
tice has  been  done  him." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Is  there  any  objection?  (Cries  of 
"consent,"  "consent").  There  is  no  objection  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee is  concurred  in. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

FREMONT  TIETZE-NEW  JERSEY  DIVISION  APPEAL. 

"  In  the  matter  of  petition  of  Fremont  Tietze  for  reinstatement  to  mem  - 
bei  ship  and  restoration  of  past  honors,  your  committee  beg  to  report  that 
new  evidence,  secured  since  General  Rake  made  his  decision,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  your  committee.  Said  evidence  being  no  less  than  the  honorable 
discharge  of  his  father  and  a  letter  from  Hon.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  that  this  applicant's  father  served  in  the  Union  Army  under  his 
command.  This  fact  being  established  beyond  question,  we  recommend 
that  said  Fremont  Tietze  be  reinstated  and  restored  to  past  honors. 

Your  committee  have  duly  considered  the  report  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  recommend  as  follows  : 

Under  head  of  Decisions,  last  paragraph  (fearing  that  a  wrong  impres- 
sion may  obtain),  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  all  questions  or 
decisions  should  be  sent  direct  to  the  commanding  officer,  and  he  may  con- 
sult his  Judge-Advocate  or  such  other  legal  authority  as  he  may  deem 
proper. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief 
Kennedy,  will  you  assume  command  1 

The  Senior  Vice  Commander-in  Chief  assumed  command. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  RAKE  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  had 
not  expected  that  it  would  at  any  time  be  necessary  for  me  to  take  the  floor 
in  this  Encampment.    I  assure  you  it  is  entirely  distasteful  to  me  to  do  so. 
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But  I  cannot  in  justice  to  myself  permit  the  action  of  the  committee  to  go 
before  you  without  an  explanation  and  vigorous  protest.  The  case  of  Fre- 
mont Tietze  came  up  through  the  Past  Commander  of  the  New  Jersey 
Division,  Brother  Adams.  His  eligibility  was  questioned  and  the  papers 
in  the  case  submitted.  The  committee's  report  would  appear  to  say  that 
they  now  have  the  honorable  discharge  of  his  father,  and  that  it  was  not 
before  me.  That,  however,  is  not  the  case.  The  discharge  was  before  me, 
but  it  was  not  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  United  States.  It  was  a 
discharge  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  I  informed  Commander  Adams 
that  in  my  judgment  the  course  to  pursue  was  to  endeavor  to  straighten 
out  the  eligibility  of  this  candidate.  He  did  so  by  furnishing  Form  16, 
which  was  sent  to  the  War  Department  and  the  return  was  made  that  the 
records  at  Washington  showed  that  no  such  command  as  Bell's  Unattached 
Independent  Cavalry  had  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  Upon  that  the  ruling  was  that  he  had  been  illegally  mustered,  and 
was  not  a  member  of  this  organization.  That  ruling  was  based  upon  an  of- 
ficial circular  issued  on  September  1st,  1888,  by  myself  when  in  command  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Division,  and  was  a  copy  from  the  data  furnished  directly 
from  the  office  of  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  will  briefly  preface  my  remarks  by  saying  that  there  is  no  State  in  the 
United  States  in  which  the  military  records,  so  far  as  they  refer  to  the  mi- 
litia, are  in  such  a  tangle  as  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  reason 
that  that  State  was  the  active  seat  of  war  at  one  time,  and  men  who  had  not 
even  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  before 
even  being  mustered  into  the  militia  service,  were  pressed  into  the  army 
and  wounded  and  killed.  The  United  States  Government  has,  however, 
recognized  them  wherever  a  command  served  under  a  United  States  general 
officer,  by  virtue  of  a  general  order,  and  have  granted,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
a  United  States  discharge  to  such  militia  men.  There  are  thousands  of  dis- 
charges in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  signed  by  Andrew  G.  Curtin  as  Gov- 
ernor of  that  State,  and  by  a  United  States  mustering-out  officer,  and  you 
will  find  they  are  carried  upon  the  rolls  of  the  Government  as  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States;  but  upon  every  one  of 
those  State  discharges  in  the  corner  is  the  authority  for  mustering  out  from 
the  United  States.  I  do  not  pretend  for  a  moment  to  say  that  Bell's  Inde- 
pendent Unattached  Cavalry,  to  which  this  applicant's  father  belonged,  may 
not  be  found  to  be  one  of  the  regiments  included  in  that  category,  if  the 
proper  investigation  is  made  ;  but  I  do  contend  that  the  records  of  Penn- 
sylvania say  specifically,  and  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  that  great  State,  which  says  they  were  mustered  for  State  service 
only  ;  and  I  know  that  the  record  from  the  United  States  Government  says 
they  were  not  under  a  United  States  general  officer  to  entitle  them  to  a  dis- 
charge. That  may  be  wrong,  but  so  the  record  stands  to-day,  my  brothers. 
I  want  to  say  to  you  right  here  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  case  of  a  per- 
sonal nature.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  keep  brothers  out  of  the  organization. 
On  the  contrary,  I  want  to  get  as  many  in  as  we  can.  I  went  on  record  as 
endeavoring  to  assist  this  candidate  to  establish  his  eligibility.  Along  in 
the  early  part  of  my  administration  this  so-called  decision  was  made,  which 
is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  following  the  precedent  of  six  or  seven  or 
eight  decisions  by  Commanders-in-Chief  Griffin,  Maccabe  and  Bundy.  That 
is  their  interpretation  of  the  eligibility  clause,  and  how  this  committee  ever 
recognized  the  eligibility  of  the  party  in  question  without  changing  the 
eligibility  clause  of  this  Order,  I  cannot  understand. 

I  have  no  objection  to  an  appeal  being  taken  from  any  decision  I  make. 
I  am  liable  to  error,  and  so  is  any  one,  and  I  recognize  that  fact  ;  but  per- 
mit me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  instead  of  an  appeal,  instead 
of  sending  to  your  Commander-in-Chief  the  additional  evidence  which  they 
claim  to  have  discovered— and  I  want  to  remark  right  here  that  there  seems 
to  be  quite  a  discrepancy  between  the  statement  of  General  Miles  and  that 
of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  prefer  in  my  case  to  believe  the 
records  until  they  are  shown  to  be  wrong — no  appeal  was  taken  from  my 
decision,  not  a  single  word  was  said  to  let  me  know  that  there  was  auything 
objectionable  in  it,  and  this  additional  evidence,  which  I  understand  they 
had  as  long  ago  as  April  or  May  last,  was  never  presented  to  me  to  modify 
my  views.    It  is  only  right  when  your  Commander-in  Chief  makes  a  de- 
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cision  that  he  should  have  the  opportunity  to  review  any  additional  testi- 
mony that  may  be  secured,  and  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  opinion  of  his 
Judge  Advocate-General  upon  it,  and  an  opportunity  to  place  before  the 
committee  reviewing  his  decision  any  data  in  refutation  of  the  facts  alleged 
that  he  may  have  ;  but  I  do  not  take  any  exception  to  that.  If  they  estab- 
lish the  eligibility  of  this  gentleman,  I  shall  be  the  first  to  extend  the  hand 
of  friendship  and  fellowship  to  him.  I  make  no  objection,  but  I  say  that 
they  have  come  here,  and  when  the  order  of  business  was  reached  where 
the  reception  and  reference  of  communications  from  Camps  and  Divisions 
was  asked  for,  they  made  no  sign.  I  had  no  knowledge  that  the  committee 
had  this  matter  in  hand.  I  expected  they  would  on  a  question  of  privilege 
present  it  to  this  Encampment.  I  was  led  so  to  believe  by  conversations  I 
had  with  members  of  that  and  other  Divisions.  Instead  of  that  being  done, 
I  learned,  after  midnight  this  morning,  that  they  had  taken  this  action — 
without,  even  saying  to  me,  "  Did  you  know  that  there  was  additional  evi- 
dence ?  "  I  simply  desire  to  go  on  record  as  saying  that  there  is  additional 
evidence  on  both  sides  of  this  question.  I  simply  say  to  you  that  there  is 
no  honorable  discharge  from  the  United  States.  I  do  not  want  to  contend 
that  Bell's  Unattached  Cavalry  may  not  be  able  to  get  relief.  I  have  said 
to  members  of  the  New  Jersey  Division,  the  present  Commander,  and  the 
Past  Commander  immediately  retired,  that  1  will  assist  them  to  clear  up 
this  record  ;  but  I  warrant  you  if  action  is  taken  whereby  you  admit  eligi- 
bility through  certain  regiments  whose  status  is  entirely  different  from  that 
of  others,  who  are  not  recognized  by  the  G.  A.  R.  in  the  Department  of 
Pennsylvania,  you  will  establish  a  precedent  that  will  wreck  your  organiza- 
tion in  that  Division. 

I  guarantee  that  I  can  lay  before  any  committee  in  reasonable  time,  if 
I  am  given  the  opportunity,  data  that  will  show  conclusively  the  status  of 
this  particular  organization.  Without  desiring  to  be  understood  that  I  have 
a  single  exception  to  take  to  any  individual  member  of  this  committee,  I 
take  exception  to  the  method  in  which  this  resolution  came  before  the  com- 
mittee, in  which  it  was  acted  upon,  without  an  opportunity  being 
given  to  present  the  other  side  of  the  question  which  is  of  vital  interest,  not 
to  myself  personally,  but  to  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania.  (Applause). 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  having  some 
knowledge  of  the  conditions  of  the  records  of  Pennsylvania,  I  wish  to  state 
to  Commander  Rake,  that  there  is  no  State  in  the  Union  in  which  the  rec- 
ords of  the  late  war  are  so  garbled,  so  untrue,  so  unreliable,  as  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  RAKE  :    I  recognize  that  fact. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  There  are  a  number  of  regiments  which 
have  on  the  State  records  duplicate  numbers.  Quite  a  number  of  them 
have  the  same  number,  one  being  in  the  United  States  service,  and  the 
other  in  the  State  service.  There  is  no  distinction  made  between  them.  I 
remember  in  my  old  regiment  of  Pennsylvania,  for  it  was  from  that  State 
that  I  served,  that  there  were  eighty  men  in  the  regiment  who  were  reported 
upon  the  records  of  Pennsylvania  as  unaccounted  for;  and  I  know  that  with 
the  exception  of  those  that  died  and  were  left  upon  the  field  of  battle,  that 
those  eighty  men,  everyindividual  of  them,  were  mustered  out  of  the  United 
States  service  at  Washington,  and  returned  to  their  homes  at  the  close  of  the 
Avar.  I  feel  that  in  dealing  with  Pennsylvania  and  its  record  when  it  comes, 
to  a  question  of  eligibility  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  we  cannot  hold  to  the  usual 
rule  adopted  by  this  Order.  These  cases  must  be  made  special  cases.  I 
know  that  there  were  many  men  in  Pennsylvania  who  served  honorably  in 
the  United  States  service  during  the  war,  concerning  whose  record  there  is 
not  one  scratch  of  pen  at  the  State  House  at  Harrisburg.  It  is  an  injustice 
to  the  soldiers  of  Pennsylvania  that  the  State  can  never  correct,  and  I  hope 
that  in  dealing  with  the  cases  we  will  not  pay  too  close  attention  to  the 
records  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  they  are  worthless. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  That  does  not  prevail  in  the  Adju- 
tant-General's Office  at  Washington,  though. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  The  Adjutant-General's  Office  at  Washing- 
ton is  the  reflection  of  the  records  at  Harrisburg. 
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W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas:  Senior  Vice  Commander,  representing 
the  committee  that  has  presented  this  recommendation,  I  desire  to  explain 
briefly  the  position  of  the  committee,  and  in  the  first  place  I  desire  to  ask 
Past  Commander  Adams,  or  at  least  some  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Di- 
vision, if  this  petition  for  reinstatement  was  not  presented  to  the  Com- 
mandery  under  the  head  of  Communications  from  Divisions  ?  That  was  the 
understanding  of  the  committee,  and  if  the  brother  who  did  so  present  it  is 
in  the  room,  1  desire  him  to  speak  at  this  time. 

W.  L.  VANDERHOOF,  of  New  Jersey  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  when 
communications  from  Divisions  were  asked  for,  I  stated  that  the  New  Jer- 
sey Division  had  a  communication  which  it  desired  to  present  to  this  com- 
mittee, and  was  granted  permission  to  pass  it  to  the  committee  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  that  is  the 
understanding  the  committee  had  ;  that  is  the  way  this  matter  reached  the 
committee.  Now,  while  it  grieves  me  to  differ  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  his  presentation  of  this  matter,  I  am  just  as  conscientiously  sure  of 
my  position  as  he  can  be  of  his.  It  is  not  a  question  of  what  may  result  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Division.  It  is  not  a  question  of  how  the  door  of  eligi- 
bility may  be  opened  to  other  follows,  but  it  is  this  case,  and  this  case  only, 
that  we  are  called  to  pass  upon.  I  agree  with  my  Brother  Orner  that  these 
cases  from  Pennsylvania,  and  similar  cases — there  are  some  from  Ohio — must 
be  passed  upon  individually  and  as  they  may  arise  in  the  progress  of 
events. 

Now  taking  up  the  decision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  this  matter, 
I  want  to  review  the  record  briefly.    General  Rake's  decision  is  as  follows  : 

Reading-,  Pa.,  February  2,  1897. 
Col.  J.  B.  Adams,  Commander  Neiv  Jersey  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S- 
A.,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  : 

Mi  Dear  Sir  and  Brother: — Herewith  I  return  to  you  Form  1G,  in 
the  matter  of  service  record  of  Emile  Tietze,  enlisted  June  30th,  1863,  in 
Capt.  James  M.  Bell's  Unattached  Cavalry,  Penna.,  and  discharged  there- 
from August  9th,  1863.  From  the  return  attached  thereto  you  will  observe 
that  the  War  Department  records  do  not  show  that  this  organization  was 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  formal  discharge  re- 
turned to  you  with  correspondence  bearing  upon  this  case,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  would  seem  to  conclusively  confirm  the  above  re- 
turn from  the  War  Department. 

Article  V,  Chapter  1,  C,  R.  and  R,  in  defining  our  eligibility  clause,  is 
explicit  in  that  it  bases  proof  of  service  upon  a  United  States  discharge. 
This  particular  portion  of  our  law  has  never  yet,  to  my  knowledge,  been 
questioned.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  sustained  by  numerous  decisions  and 
opinions.  See  General  Bundy's  Decisions  VI,  VII  and  X,  proceedings  Four- 
teenth Encampment,  in  which  he  cites  prior  decisions  and  opinions. 

While  I  feel  the  deepest  regret  for  the  party  concerned,  until  he  can 
conclusively  show  that  his  father  holds  a  discharge  from  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  I  must  hold  that  he  has  been  illegally  mustered  into  our 
Order,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  the  muster  is  null  and  void. 

Fraternally  yours,  J.  L.  RAKE, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  RAKE  :  Will  General  Russell  permit  me  to 
make  one  remark — it  may  shorten  up  the  debate — as  to  the  suggestion  of 
Dr.  Orner,  that  the  cases  from  Pennsylvania,  in  view  of  the  condition  of 
the  records  there,  which  we  partially  admit,  should  be  considered  specially. 
I  want  to  say  that  the  worthlessness  of  the  records  in  Pennsylvania  "is 
largely  in  favor  of  the  militia  people  who  never  served  in  the  army,  who, 
we  are  in  most  cases  abundantly  prepared  to  prove,  never  served  in  the 
army.  If  they  desire  to  make  special  cases  of  such  claims  as  come  here  we 
are  perfectly  ready  and  willing,  and  are  willing  to  make  a  special  case  of 
Mr.  Tietze,  but  we  ask  for  the  opportunity  of  presenting  our  views  in  the 
matter  that  his  eligibility  may  be  established  beyond  doubt,  or  the  contrary 
established.  The  objection  that  we  raise  to-day  on  the  floor  of  this 
Encampment  is  to  the  methods  that  have  been  pursued  in  bringing  this 
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matter  before  the  Encampment.  Without  discourtesy  to  the  committee 
I  desire  to  say  it  is  entirely  unfair  to  those  who  have  the  interest  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Division  at  heart.  We  are  ready  to  accept  any  action  that 
will  permit  the  case  of  Mr.  Tietze  to  be  examined  without  prejudice  to  him 
or  to  this  organization,  and  to  thrash  it  out  to  a  conclusion,  that  it  may 
stand  as  a  test  case  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  in  reply  to 
General  Rake  I  have  only  to  say,  so  far  as  Brother  Orner's  remarks  are 
concerned,  that  that  may  be  necessary  in  every  case.  But  that  does  not  cut 
any  figure  in  this  case.  This  is  the  special  case  before  this  Encampment 
and  must  now  be  passed  upon  by  it  one  way  or  the  other.  So  far  as  this 
committee  is  concerned  the  Pennsylvania  brothers  had  the  same  right  to 
appear  before  the  committee  and  present  the  evidence  in  their  hands  that 
the  New  Jersey  Division  had,  and  the  same  opportunity.  It  was  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  committee,  and  it  has  been  verified  by  the  statement  of 
the  brother  from  New  Jersey,  that  this  communication  came  to  the  com- 
mittee officially.  All  I  know  about  it  is  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
placed  this  resolution  with  others  before  the  committee.  We  had  no  reason 
to  believe  that  anybody  was  interested  in  it  except  those  who  appeared  be- 
fore the  committee.  If  the  brothers  from  Pennsylvania  have  let  their  day 
in  court  go  by  it  is  no  fault  of  the  committee.  If  they  have  any  evidence  in 
this  matter  let  them  present  it  here  and  now.  They  have  a  right  to  do  it. 
This  is  the  court  of  last  resort.  Let  them  introduce  their  evidence.  I  pre- 
sume they  have  that  right. 

The  eligibility  clause  of  our  Constitution  reads  thus  : 

"Section  1.  All  male  descendants,  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age, 
of  deceased  or  honorably  discharged  soldiers,  sailors  or  marines  who  served 
in  the  Union  Army  or  Navy  during  the  Civil  War  of  1861-'65,  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  membership,  provided  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  who  has  ever 
been  convicted  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  who  has,  or  whose  father  has  ever 
borne  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

Now,  then,  taking  that  up  in  the  light  of  the  decision  you  will  readily 
see  the  difference.  From  the  return  attached  thereto  you  will  observe  that 
the  War  Department  records  do  not  show  that  this  organization  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Let  me  say  that  the  Constitu- 
tion no  where  requires  a  muster  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
decision  says,  "Prom  the  return  attached  thereto,  you  will  observe  that  the 
War  Department  records  do  not  show  that  this  organization  was  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States."  There  is  no  contention  in  this  mat- 
ter that  Emile  Tietze's  father  was  ever  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  The  committee  contends  that  such  is  not  necessary.  Ar- 
ticle 5,  Chapter  I,  C,  R.  and  R.,  is  explicit  in  that  it  requires  proof  of  ser- 
vice and  an  honorable  discharge.  No  where  does  the  section  refer  to  or  re- 
quire any  such  thing  as  a  discharge  from  the  United  States  Government. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Will  the  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
permit  an  inquiry  ? 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  I  would  perfer  the  brother  would  wait 
until  I  get  through.  The  Constitution  says,  "  All  male  decendants  not  less 
than  eighteen  years  of  age  of  deceased  or  honorably  discharged  soldiers, 
sailors  or  marines,  whoserved  in  the  Union  Army."  Itdoes  not  nay  they  must 
be  honorably  discharged  from  the  United  States  Army.  The  United  States 
Army  is  the  regular  army.  The  Union  Army  was  the  regular  army  and  that 
great  body  of  volunteers  who  went  out  to  save  the  Nation's  honor  and  the 
flag  of  the  country. 

"  Or  navy,  during  the  Civil  War  of  1861-'65."  The  evidence  before  this 
committee  shows  that  this  man  enlisted  June  3d,  1863  ;  that  he  was  dis- 
charged August  9th,  1863  ;  a  short  record,  it  is  true,  but  it  was  at  the  time 
of  that  crisis  when  this  nation's  fate  hung  in  the  balance,  just  before  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg.  He  was  one  of  those  who  went  forward  and  helped 
to  turn  the  tide  of  battle  at  that  time,  and  if  the  militia  men  of  Pennsyl- 
vania had  not  so  responded,  the  result  of  that  battle  might  have  been  dif- 
ferent, and  if  the  result  of  that  battle  had  been  different,  this  nation  might 
have  been  rent  in  twain.  He  was  entitled  to  just  as  much  credit,  so  far  as 
our  eligibility  is  concerned,  as  the  man  who  served  four  years.    "  Who 
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■served  in  the  Union  Army  ?"  What  record  have  we?  You  will  remember 
that  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  fought  on  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
days  of  July,  1®63.  This  man's  service  covers  that  period.  We  have  his 
discharge  from  the  Government,  under  the  authority  of  the  Government  of- 
Pennsyl  vania — 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :    Ohio  is  full  of  such  discharges. 
WILLIAM  DeSTEESE,  of  Wisconsin  :   Wisconsin  has  two  thousand 
such  discharges. 

WILLIAM  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  The  discharge  is  endorsed  across' 
-the  face,  '.'  Paid  in  full  by  Major  George  Taylor,  Paymaster."  I  don't  know 
whether  he  was  paymaster  of  the  Union  Army  or  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.   It  don't  make  any  difference. 

I  have  here  also  a  letter  from  General  Miles  bearing  upon  the  actual 
service  in  which  this  man  Tietze  was  engaged. 

Now  what  have  we  ?.  We  have  conclusive  evidence  showing  that  he  en- 
listed in  the  service  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  prior  to  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg and  that  he  was  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  State  by  order 
of  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  having  been  paid  in  full  for  his  service.  We  have  the 
evidence,  which  is  the  very  best,  it  seems  to  me,  of  an  officer  of  the  United 
:States  Army,  who  says  that  according  to  his  recollection  this  command,  to 
which  this  man  was  attached — and  that  is  undisputed— was  under  his  or- 
ders. We  have  the  evidence  of  the  Captain  of  that  unattached  cavalry, 
now  Major  Bell,  that  he  did  act  under  the  orders  of  this  officer  of  the  United 
States  Army  at  that  time.  Then,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  the  service  is 
clearly,  fully  and  conclusively  shown  to  have  been  in  the  Union  Army  during 
the  Civil  War  of  1 861  -'65.  We  have  the  discharge  from  Andrew  G.  Curtin, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  is  an  honorable  diuharge,  and 
no  where  does  the  eligibility  clause  require  that  it  be  an  honorable  dis- 
charge from  the  United  States  authorities.  It  is  an  honorable  discharge  as 
distinguished  from  a  dishonorable  discharge  that  is  required.  His  record  is 
clear,  so  far  as  his  honorable  service  is  concerned.  That  is  the  point.  We 
do  not  want  sons  of  dishonorably  discharged  soldiers.  We  want  the  sons  of 
honorably  discharged  soldiers.    Understand  the  distinction. 

There  is  a  decision  on  the  question  involved  in  this  case  and  the  ideas  of 
the  committee  are  fully  in  accord  with  it  ;  and  we  want  to  read  it.  This  is 
a  case  decided  by  General  Webb,  and  will  be  found  on  page  17  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Tenth  Annual  Encampment;  and  I  want  to  say  this,  that 
General  Webb,  during  his  lifetime,  in  the  practice  of  the  law  in  Kansas,  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  State,  where  we  have  some 
pretty  good  lawyers— no  personal  reference,  of  course,  because  none  of  them 
are  here  (laughter).  But  I  want  to  read  this  decision  in  full,  and  I  hope 
you  will  bear  with  me  while  I  do  it,  so  you  may  see  how  this  case  has  been 
considered. 

THE  McCRILLIS  CASE. 

Soon  after  my  election  I  received  a  petition  from  Frank  McCrillis,  late 
member  of  Custer  Camp,  No.  6,  Chicago,  111.,  and  a  Past  Colonel  of  that  Di- 
vision, for  reinstatement.  I  made  careful  examination  into  the  questions 
involved,  and  May  4th,  1891,  General  Orders  No.  4,  of  that  date,  contained 
the  following  paragraph  : 

"IX.  During  the  administration  of  General  G.  B.  Abbott  a  question 
arose  as  to  the  eligibility  of  Colonel  Frank  McCrillis,  of  the  Division  of  Illi- 
nois, and  it  was  decided  that  Colonel  McCrillis  was  not  eligible  to  member- 
ship. He  was  a  member  of  Camp  No.  6,  of  Chicago.  The  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Judge  Ad  vcca,te-General,  whose  report  is  found  cn  pages  111 
and  112  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Comman- 
dery-in- Chief,  held  at  Paterson,  N.  J  The  question  of  Colonel  McCrillis's 
eligibility  was  passed  upon  by  General  Griffin  in  his  General  Order  No  3, 
of  date  December  1,  1889,  pages  51  and  52,  journal  proceedings  of  the  Ninth 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  decided 
adversely  to  Colonel  McCrillis.  The  Commander-in-Chief  has  received  a  pe- 
tition of  Colonel  McCrillis  for  reinstatement  in  the  Order. 

"The  decisions  of  Judge  Advocate  General  Appleget  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  Griffin  are  based  upon  the  fact  that  Colonel  McCrillis's  father  was 
not  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  his  discharge  is 
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signed  by  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  The  petition  for  re- 
instatement is  accompanied  by  the  original  discharge  of  Colonel  McCrillis's 
father,  and  proof  that  the  troops  with  which  he  served  were  under  command 
of  United  States  officers.  The  discharge  is  signed  by  the  Adjutant-General 
of  the  State  of  Ohio  and  Major  Malcom  McDowell,  of  the  United  States 
Army,  then  serving  upon  the  staff  of  General  Lew  Wallace.  As  a  general 
rule  troops  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  State  only  are  not  eligible  to 
membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  ;  but  there  is  one  exception 
to  this  rule,  and  that  is,  if  such  troops  served  in  the  Union  Army  under 
command  of  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  they  are  eligible  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Article  V,  Chapter  1,  of  the 
Constitution,  provides  that  'sons.' 

"  It  now  reads  male  descendants.    That  is  practically  the  only  change. 

"  'Not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age,  of  deceased  or  honorably  dis- 
charged soldiers,  sailors  or  marines,  who  served  in  the  Union  Army  or  Navy 
during  the  Civil  War  of  1861-'6o,  shall  be  eligible  to  membership.'  The  proof 
presented  in  support  of  the  petition  for  reinstatement  shows  that  Colonel 
McCrillis's  father  '  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War,'  and  that 
the  command  in  which  he  served  was  turned  over  by  the  Governor  of  Ohio 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  were  commanded  by  general 
officers  of  the  Union  Army.  There  were  many  regiments  of  State  troops 
never  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who  'served  in  the 
Union  Army'  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  other  battles  in  the  east,  and 
during  the  raid  of  the  rebel  army  under  command  of  General  Price  through 
Missouri  and  the  border  of  Kansas  ;  many  of  these  were  killed,  many  more 
were  wounded  and  many  others  lost  their  health  in  that  service.  All  such 
troops  are  eligible  to  membership  in,  and  many  of  them  are  members  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  such  service  comes 
within  the  provisions  of  the  eligibility  clause  above  referred  to.  I  believe 
that  those  State  troops  who  fought  at  Gettysburg,  at  the  Battle  of  the  Blue 
in  Missouri,  at  Mine  Creek  in  Kansas,  and  many  other  engagements,  under 
the  command  of  United  States  officers,  ' served  in  the  Union  Army.''  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  Colonel  McCrillis  was  and  is  eligible  to  membership  in 
our  Order.  He  is,  therefore,  reinstated  to  membership  in  Custer  Camp,  No. 
6,  and  to  all  the  past  honors  which  he  held  at  the  time  he  was  dropped  from 
the  rolls." 

Now.,  could  there  be  anything  dearer  ?  If  the  opinion  had  been  written 
upon  this  case,  could  it  have  been  any  clearer?  It  is  our  case  to  a  "T."  It 
is  absolutely  the  same  thing  ;  and  it  appears  farther  on  in  this  decision  that 
while  Major  Malcom  McDowell,  the  paymaster,  was  a  paymaster  of  the 
United  States  Army,  the  fact  did  not  appear  upon  the  discharge  itself. 

The  decision  continues  : 

"While  I  differed  with  Generals  Griffin  and  Appleget  in  their  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  1  should  not  have  reinstated  McCrillis  if  I  had  before  me 
only  the  facts  presented  to  them,  because  their  opinions  had  been  approved 
by  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  When  the  petition  was  presented  to  me  it 
was  accompanied  by  the  original  discharge  of  McCrillis's  father." 

In  our  case  the  discharge  ia  endorsed,  "Paid  in  full,  by  Major  George 
Taylor,  Paymaster." 

"And  the  brief  filed  in  support  of  his  petition,  and  the  other  documents 
presented,  cited  official  records  in  support  of  his  claim  of  eligibility.  I  ex- 
amined these  records  carefully,  and  I  find  that  they  contain  all  that  is 
claimed  for  them.  I  also  wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  for  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  military  rank  and  status  of  Malcom  McDowell,  'Major  and  A.- 
de-C.'  I  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  that  Major  McDowell  was  an  officer 
of  the  United  States  Army,  and  that  he  served  in  various  capacities  during 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion — a  portion  of  the  time  on  the  staff  of  General  Lew 
Wallace,  as  stated  in  said  General  Order.  Subsequently,  being  advised  that 
these  troops  were  paid  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  their 
services,  I  wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  again,  and  under  date  of  May  19,  1891, 
the  Adjutant  of  the  United  States  Army  informed  me  that  Major  McDowell, 
whose  name  appears  upon  the  discharge  of  McCrillis's  father,  was  a  pay- 
master in  the  United  States  Army  with  the  rank  of  Major." 

We  do  not  know  whether  this  man  Taylor  was  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  Army  or  not.    For  my  part  I  will  presume  he  was  not,  or  else  he 
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wrould  have  so  stated,  but  that  cuts  no  figure  in  the  views  of  the  committee, 
because  undoubtedly  the  service  was  performed  in  the  Union  Army.  In  the 
McOrillis  case  they  didn't  have  a  letter  from  the  United  States  Army  officer 
showing  the  service  of  the  body  to  which  McCrillis's  father  was  attached. 
"We  have  supplied  that.    To  go  on  with  the  decision. 

"  This  correspondence  is  transmitted  with  the  record  in  this  case.  The 
questions  passed  upon  are  purely  of  a  legal  character,  and  were  so  decided 
by  me.  Whatever  of  sympathy  I  may  have  had,  or  still  entertain,  for  Mc- 
Orillis, is  a  matter  outside  of  the  record.  The  appeals  of  his  counsel  in  that 
respect  I  fully  appreciate,  but  none  of  these  things  had  any  bearing  upon 
my  decision  in  this  case,  and  I  leave  them  to  those  who  may  here  represent 
McOrillis  if  this  decision  shall  be  contested." 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  case  is  clearly  in  line  with  the  McOrillis  case, 
which  is  good  law  in  this  Order,  and  I  think  the  Commandery  should  have 
no  trouble  in  passing  upon  the  matter  with  the  evidence  presented. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  RAKE  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  simply 
rise  to  correct  a  few  statements  made  by  General  Russell.  To  begin  with, 
he  makes  it  so  perfectly  clear  to  this  Encampment  that  I  may  say  it  is  as 
clear  as  mud.  He  cites  the  McOrillis  case  as  absolutely  similar.  In  the  same 
breath  he  states  the  fact  that  in  the  McOrillis  case  the  discharge  is  franked 
with  the  signature  of  the  disbursing  officer  of  the  United  States  Army. 
This  discharge  bears  the  distinction  of  being  purely  a  State  discharge. 
There  are  thousands  of  discharges  like  this  in  the  McOrillis  case  in  existence. 
Wherever  they  bear  the  frank  of  the  United  States  disbursing  officer,  the 
United  States  Government  has  made  an  exception  of  them  and  has  given 
them  a  record  as  being  in  the  United  States  service,  or  rather,  in  the  Union 
Army.  Our  contention  is  that  men  who  dreamt  that  possibly  next  week 
they  might  go  into  the  war,  were  not  in  the  army  ;  that  while  he  may  have 
been  in  the  State  army,  so  long  as  he  did  not  come  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  Government  he  was  not  in  the  Union  Army.  We  might  just 
as  well  claim  that  every  militia  man  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Illinois  was 
in  the  United  States  Army.  When  we  speak  of  a  United  States  discharge, 
we  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  we  are  speaking  of  a  discharge  from 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  from  the  Union  Army.  The  war  of  the 
Rebellion  was  fought  by  the  United  States  Government  on  the  one  side, 
and  by  the  seceding  states  on  the  other.  It  was  not  fought  by  Pennsyl- 
vania on  one  side,  and  our  militia  were  not  in  the  Union  Army  until  they 
were  received  into  it,  and  the  evidence  of  that  is  the  muster  out  and  dis- 
charge by  the  United  States  Government.  I  want  to  say  further  to  you, 
that  wherever  there  was  a  case  on  record,  where  it  was  proved  that  a  militia 
man  in  Pennsylvania  had  been  forced  into  the  active  service  of  the  United 
States,  under  a  United  States  officer,  by  authority,  that  the  Government 
has  recognized  that  service  and  made  an  exception  of  such  case,  and  we 
should  do  the  same  way. 

Now  they  say  to  us  that  we  have  lost  the  case  by  not  appearing  in 
court.  I  say  to  them,  without  reflecting  upon  the  committee — but  I  do  re- 
flect upon  the  delegation  from  New  Jersey — that  the  case  went  into  court 
without  our  knowledge,  and  we  do  claim  that  it  has  been  disrespectful  and 
discourteous  to  your  Commander-in  Chief  to  allow  the  New  Jersey  Division 
to  hold  this  case  off  for  the  best  part  of  a  year,  when  they  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  appeal — I  am  frank  and  fair  as  Commander  and  they  could  have  had 
justice,  as  justice  has  been  given  to  every  one  during  my  administration — 
to  allow  the  New  Jersey  Division  to  hold  this  case  off  the  best  part  of  a  year 
without  availing  themselves  of  their  opportunity  of  appeal,  and  then  bring 
it  before  this  committee  in  this  way. 

General  Russell  makes  a  nice  distinction  about  the  Union  Army.  There 
is  no  one  in  this  Encampment  for  whom  I  have  a  higher  regard  than  Gen- 
eral Russelh  Let  me  call  your  attention  to  a  decision  of  his  in  which  he 
upsets  his  whole  theory.  It  is  found  on  page  49  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Fifteenth  Annual  Encampment.  It  is  Decision  twenty-four,  and  is  a  fol- 
lows : 

"Decision  No.  24.    (J.  A.  Gen.  Opinion  No.  6).    May  15,  1896. 
Colonel  H.  D.  Sisson,  Commander  Massachusetts  Division,  Pittsfleld,  Mass.  : 

Dear  Commander  :— In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  J.  H.  Man- 
ning, I  hand  you  Opinion  No.  6  of  Judge  Advocate  General  Oglesbee.  I 
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have  given  this  case  a  very  careful  consideration,  and  feel  constrained  to 
concur  in  the  conclusion  reached  by  General  Oglesbee,  that  Mr.  Manning  is 
not  eligible  to  membership  in  our  Order. 

Surgeon  Manning  went  to  the  front  with  all  a  patriot's  zeal,  and  while 
he  rendered  valuable  aid  and  assistance  to  suffering  Massachusetts  soldiers 
during  the  few  weeks  he  was  at  Alexandria  and  Washington." 

Now  this  applicant's  father  got  as  far  as  Alexandria  and  Washington  -r 
he  smelt  powder.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  other  applicant's  father 
having  probably  been  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  So  far  as  the  proof  goes, 
he  was  a  number  of  miles  away. 

Yet  the  evidence  is  undisputed  that  his  proffered  services  were  not  ac- 
cepted by  the  Government,  and  that  he  returned  home  without  having  been 
either  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  or  having  served  in 
any  other  capacity  than  as  a  civil  surgeon. 

My  sympathy  goes  out  strongly,  in  his  effort  to  become  a  member  of  our 
Order,  to  the  son  of  this  loyal  Massachusetts  surgeon  who  was  willing  to 
give  his  inval  uable  services,  yes,  even  his  life,  in  behalf  of  his  country,  but 
under  the  law  of  our  Order  I  can  only  hold  him  ineligible  to  such  member- 
ship, much  as  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  do  so. 

Yours  very  fraternally, 

W.  H.  RUSSELL, 
Official  :    C.  Borin,  Adjutant-General.  Commander-in-Chief. 

Now  the  point  is  right  here,  that  by  General  Russell's  own  argument-, 
he  insists  that  the  applicant's  father  should  have  been  mustered  into  the 
United  States  Army  ;  and  just  the  minute  it  is  shown  that  this  applicant's 
father  came  any  where  near  that  condition,  nobody  will  come  before  this 
Encampment  advocating  his  admission  quicker  than  I  will. 

The  whole  question  at  issue  here  is  the  snap  judgment  that  has  been 
taken  in  this  case.  It  is  before  you  not  on  its  merits,  but  in  a  manner  which 
gave  no  opportunity  to  disprove  the  assertions  that  have  been  made.  The 
committee  have  examined  only  one  side  of  the  evidence.  They  are  entirely 
conscientious  in  the  matter,  I  will  grant,  but  only  one  side  of  the  case  was 
presented  to  them.  They  are  distinguished  brothers  of  our  Order,  and  I 
believe  they  have  no  notion  other  than  to  do  justice  in  the  case." 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Will  the  Commander-in-Chief  kindly 
state,  however,  that  the  committee  considered  all  the  evidence  that  came 
before  it. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  RAKE :  I  want  to  say  that  I  believe  this 
committee  conscientiously  looked  at  the  question  placed  before  them.  They 
claim  no  contrary  evidence  was  presented,  and  that  we  admit.  That  is  what 
we  complain  of.  We  want  this  Encampment  to  say  that  this  eligibility 
shall  be  established  before  the  applicant  is  admitted.  We  want  the  evidence 
on  both  sides  to  be  heard.  It  will  require  correspondence  ;  it  cannot  be  ob- 
tained before  this  Encampment  will  adjourn.  We  simply  ask  you  not  to  act 
on  this  report  of  the  committee,  but  to  take  this  case  up  after  the  evidence 
is  all  in. 

GEORGE  B.  HOLMES,  of  Illinois :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  for  the 
sake  of  the  argument  I  will  admit  I  know  nothing  about  it — that  this  appli- 
cant's father  was  the  best  soldier  in  the  Union  Army,  admit  everything  that 
the  contestant  claims,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  this  case  was  taken  before 
this  committee  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 
organization,  without  his  knowing  anything  about  it,  without  he  or  his 
witness  being  notified  to  appear  before  this  committee  ;  that  the  commit- 
tee heard  only  one  side.  No  appeal  from  his  decision  was  taken.  It  is  true 
he  told  them  to  take  it  before  the  committee,  but  that  practically  was  a  mere 
letter  of  information  to  the  committee,  notifying  them  that  that  was  their 
privilege  if  they  desired  to  do  so.  No  regular  appeal  was  taken  ;  he  was  not 
consulted,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  question  is  not  properly  before  the 
committee  and  that  it  is  not  properly  before  this  supreme  body  of  the  or- 
ganization. 

I  move  you,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Commandery-in-Chief 
that  the  committee  has  no  jurisdiction  in  this  case,  that  it  is  not  legally  and 
properly  before  this  body,  and  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  next  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief to  hear  the  evidence  and  decide  upon. 
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WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  while  I  fully 
appreciate  the  importance  of  what  my  brother  from  Illinois  has  said,  it 
seems  to  me  we  have  facts  before  us  which  were  not  before  the  committee, 
and  that  there  is  very  little  for  this  Commandery  to  do  except  to  sustain  the 
decision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  because  no  regular  appeal  has  been 
taken  from  his  decision  ;  and  that  need  not  deter  the  brother  from  prose- 
cuting his  appeal  hereafter.  I  signed  the  general  report  with  the  inform- 
ation we  then  had  at  hand,  but  I  desire  now  to  offer  the  following  dis- 
senting minority  report  : 

"While  I  agree  with  the  majority  report  in  the  main,  I  respectfully  dis- 
sent from  the  report  as  to  the  case  of  Fremont  Tietze,  and  recommend  that 
Decision  number  five  of  Commander-in-Chief  Rake  be  sustained." 

Now,  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  minority  re- 
port. 

E.  C.  PARKINSON,  of  New  York  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  second 
the  motion. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  wish  to 
state  that  my  friend  from  Illinois  is  entirely  mistaken  in  the  statement  he 
makes  as  to  what  was  be/ore  the  committee.  He  was  not  on  the  committee 
a,nd  does  not  know  what  was  presented,  therefore  his  resolution  is  not 
proper. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio:    Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  adoption  of  the  minority  report. 
.  The  motion  was  seconded. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  The  motion  is  out  of  order  at 
this  time. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois:  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  will 
state  on  behalf  of  the  brothers  of  the  New  Jersey  Division  that  they  pre- 
sented all  the  evidence,  all  the  communications  that  have  been  presented 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The  Commander-in-Chief  has  nothing  further 
to  present  at  this  time  ;  he  has  no  evidence  to  present,  only  such  evidence 
as  was  presented  on  his  behalf.  (Cries  of  "question,"  "question,"  "ques- 
tion"). 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the 
call  for  the  previous  question.    Those  in  favor — 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  that  is  not  the 
way  to  put  the  previous  question. 

W.  S.  OBERDORP,  of  New  York  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  The  brother  from  New  York 
will  state  his  point  of  order. 

W.  S.  OBERDORP,  of  New  York  :  My  point  of  order  is  that  a  brother 
cannot  move  the  previous  question  until  he  gets  the  floor,  or  the  floor  has 
been  yielded  to  him. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio :  The  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  did 
recognize  me. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  The  Chair  did  not  recognize 
Brother  Archer.   General  Abbott  had  the  floor.    Continue.,  Brother  Abbott. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  do  not 
wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Encampment,  but  I  want  to  say  that  for  j  us- 
tice  all  seasons  summer,  all  places  a  temple  ;  and  this  committee,  individ- 
ually and  collectively,  stand  for  justice.  It  is  an  injustice  to  keep  this 
brother  waiting  a  whole  year.  His  claim  is  clearly  made  out.  You  have 
heard  talk  about  the  difficulties  of  this  organization  ;  the  trouble  it  is  hav- 
ing— it  is  this  confounded  red  tape  that  prevents  the  rank  and  file  from 
getting  justice  and  getting  to  the  front ;  that  is  what  is  the  matter ;  there  is 
too  much  form.  These  very  brothers  who  are  opposed  to  the  military 
branch  of  the  organization  in  every  particular,  they  are  very  ljunctilious 
when  it  comes  to  a  question  of  their  individual  prerogatives. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  RAKE  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  object 
to  personal  allusions,  and  particularly  when  I  am  in  a  position  to  prove 
everything  that  I  have  stated. 
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THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  What  is  the  will  of  the  En- 
campment in  regard  to  this  proceeding  ? 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  minority  report  submitted  by  Brother  Bundy. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  second  the  mo- 
tion. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  Brothers,  the  previous  ques- 
tion has  been  moved  and  seconded.  The  question  is  shall  the  main  question 
now  be  put?  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  vot- 
ing sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The 
ayes  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered.  The  question  now  is  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  minority  report.  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the  minority  report 
be  adopted  and  the  decision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  sustained.  The 
Adjutant- General  will  read  the  minority  report. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  minority  report  as  follows  : 
"While  I  agree  with  the  majority  report  in  the  main  I  respectfully  dis- 
sent from  the  report  as  to  the  case  of  Fremont  Tietze,  and  recommend  that 
Decision  No.  5  of  Commander-in-Chief  Rake  be  sustained.1'    Signed  "Will- 
iam E.  Bundy." 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  All  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of 
the  minority  report  will  signify  it  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order. 
Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The  motion  seems  to  he 
carried.  The  motion  is  carried.  (Calls  for  "division,"  "division").  The 
question  now  recurs  on  the  report  of  the  committee  with  the  minority  re- 
port substituted  as  to  the  case  of  Fremont  Tietze.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ?  All  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  as 
modified  by  the  minority  report,  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of 
the  Order. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  before 
that  motion  is  put  I  would  like  to  ask  a  question.  I  desire  to  understand, 
does  the  Chair  rule  that  a  division  on  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the 
minority  report  is  not  allowable  ? 

TH  E  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  The  division  was  not  called  for 
until  after  the  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  vote  by  the  Chair,  and, 
therefore,  the  call  for  division  came  too  late. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Senior  Vice  Com- 
mander, I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  General  Loebenstein  will  state 
his  point  of  order. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Senior  Vice  Com- 
mander, my  point  of  order  is  that  the  Chair  has  no  right  to  render  a  deci- 
sion iDStantly,  without  giving  an  opportunity  for  a  call  for  a  division.  The 
Chair  has  no  right  to  say,  "The  motion  seems  to  be  carried  ;  the  motion  is 
carried,"  all  in  one  breath  without  giving  an  opportunity  for  a  request  for 
a  division  to  be  made  and  then  rule  that  the  call  for  a  division  comes  too 
late,  because  it  comes  after  the  announcement  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  The  question  is  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  as  amended  by  the  minority  report  in 
reference  to  the  case  of  Fremont  Tietze.    Those  in  favor  of  the — 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Senior  Vice  Com- 
mander, I  insist  upon  my  point  of  order. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  We  are  proceeding  under  the 
call  for  the  previous  question  and  debate  is  not  in  order.  The  question 
was  put  upon  the  adoption  of  the  minority  report  of  Brother  Bundy  and  the 
minority  report  was  adopted. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Senior  Vice  Com- 
mander— 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  RAKE  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order.  The  previous  question  has  been  ordered  and  it  cuts  off 
debate. 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Senior  Vice  Com- 
mander, I  ask  for  a  ruling  on  my  point  of  order.  My  point  of  order  was 
that  the  Chair  had  no  right  to  render  a  decision  without  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity to  brothers  to  call  for  a  division  ;  that  a  call  for  a  division  was  made 
as  soon  as  it  could  be  made,  and  a  division  should  be  ordered. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  rise  to'  a 
point  of  order. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  Brother  Bundy  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio :  Commander,  my  point  of  order  is 
that  the  Constitution  provides  how  a  call  for  a  division  should  be  made. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  The  Chair  holds  General 
Loebenstein's  point  of  order  not  well  taken. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Senior  Vice  Com- 
mander. I  respectfully  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  there  were 
three  Divisions  called  for  a  division  on  the  question,  Illinois,  Missouri  and 
Kansas. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :    Brother  Speelman  will  state 
his  point  of  order. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  my  point  of  order  is  that 
the  question  before  the  house  is  shall  the  minority  report  as  substituted  be 
adopted  by  the  Encampment? 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN:  Senior  Vice  Com- 
mander, I  have  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  I  demand  that 
my  appeal  be  put  to  this  Encampment.  The  commanding  officer  of  this  or- 
ganization is  not  olothed  with  arbitrary  power.  The  right  of  appeal  exists 
upon  the  floor  of  this  Encampment".  I  demand  that  my  appeal  shall  be  put  to 
the  Encampment.  The  Constitution  provides  that  the  commanding  officer 
shall  put  an  appeal  from  his  decision. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER :  The  Junior  Vice  Commander 
will  put  the  question  to  the  house  on  the  appeal. 

THE  JUNIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  Brothers,  an  appeal  has  been 
taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  of  sustain- 
ing the  decision  of  the  Chair — 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  would 
like  Brother  Loebenstein  to  state  the  ground  for  his  appeal. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Junior  Vice  Com- 
mander, my  appeal  is  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  overruling  the  point 
of  order  raised  by  myself.  My  point  of  order  was  that  the  Chair  arbitrarily, 
without  giving  an  opportunity  for  any  brother  to  call  for  a  division,  de- 
cided that  the  vote  upon  the  minority  report  was  in  the  affirmative  and 
that  the  motion  to  adopt  the  minority  report  carried,  and  the  record  will 
show  that  it  was  done  in  one  breath.  I  contend  that  the  Chair  should  have 
given  opportunity  by  making  the  statement  that  the  motion  seems  to  pre- 
vail, and  should  have  hesitated  long  enough  for  protest  or  call  for  division 
to  be  made  ;  and  further  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  call  for  division  was 
made  by  Past  Commander  Abbott,  of  Illinois,  and  seconded  by  brothers 
from  two  other  Divisions  as  required  by  the  Constitution.  If  the  Chair  did 
not  see  fit  to  recognize  these  brothers  and  to  give  them  opportunity  to  goon 
record  as  being  from  certain  Divisions  the  fault  is  not  of  the  brothers.  We 
want  to  do  justice  in  this  Encampment ;  we  want  to  decide  these  questions 
upon  their  merits.  We  do  not  want  any  matter  that  comes  up  here  for  con- 
sideration in  this  Encampment  to  be  railroaded  through. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas  :  Junior  Vice  Commander  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order. 

THE  JUNIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  Brother  Morgan  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  my  point  of  order  is  that 
General  Loebenstein  is  not  debating  the  point  of  order. 
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THE  JUNIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  Does  the  Chair  desire  io  make 
a  statement  ? 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  Brothers,  I  think  the  record 
will  show  that  I  said  "The  motion  appears  to  be  carried;  the  motion  is 
carried."  That  is  the  usual  parliamentary  form.  I  have  nothing  further 
to  say. 

THE  JUNIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  Brothers,  the  question  is  upon 
the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  The  question  is,  shall  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  decision  of  the  house.  Those  in  favor  of  sus- 
taining the  decision  of  the  Chair  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of 
the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  (Cries  of  "divis- 
ion,1' "division  ").    A  division  is  called  for. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Junior  Vice  Commander,  will  you 
please  state  that  question  again.  I  know  some  here  did  not  understand  the 
way  they  were  voting.  Several  voted  on  the  wrong  side,  not  knowing  they 
were  voting  that  way. 

THE  JUNTOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  Brothers,  I  will  put  the  ques- 
tion again.  The  question  is,  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained. 
Those  Avho  are  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Chair  will  make  it 
known  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  op- 
posed the  same  sign.  The  noes  seem  to  have  it.  The  noes  have  it.  The 
decision  of  the  Chair  is  not  sustained. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  I  now 
ask  for  a  division  of  the  house  on  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  min- 
ority report. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :    Commander,  I  second  the  call. 

QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Senior  Vice  Com- 
mander, I  second  the  call. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  the  ques- 
tion is  on  the  adoption  of  the  minority  report. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  call 
the  roll. 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  information.  I  do  not  understand,  and  I  think  the  brothers  about  me 
do  not  understand  what  the  question  now  before  the  Encampment  is,  upon 
which  we  are  asked  to  vote.  The  confusion  has  been  such  that  we  could 
not  get  it. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER  :  The  question  is  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  minority  report  submitted  by  Brother  Bundy.  On  that  question 
a  division  has  been  called  for,  and  the  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll. 

THE  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER:  The  Adjutant-General  will  an- 
nounce the  result  of  the  roll  call. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL :  Senior  Vice  Commander,  the  vote  is 
as  follows  : 

Commandery-in-Chief  Officers  and  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  :  Ayes — 
Rake,  Kennedy,  Buckley,  Hammer,  Spink,  Redmond,  Mabbs,  Light,  Myers, 
Heine,  Griffin,  Bundy,  Reed  and  Davis — 14. 

Nays — Loebenstein,  Merrill,  Abbott,  Maccabe  and  Russell— 5. 

Connecticut,  ayes— 3. 

(Cries  of  "  Just  give  us  the  total."    "What  is  the  total?") 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :    Ayes— 76  ;  nays— 78. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  resumed  command. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  by  your  vote  the  minority 
report  is  lost.  The  question  now  recurs  on  the  adoption  of  the  majority  re- 
port of  the  committee. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas:  Commander,  the  committee  desires  to 
be  heard  to  close  the  debate  upon  the  report  of  the  committee. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF :  The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  my  point  of  order  is  that  the 
previous  question  has  been  ordered  and  that  cuts  off  debate  oh  the  whole 
proposition,  applies  to  the  whole  report. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  may  be  so,  but  I  think  it  would 
be  well  to  hear  Brother  Russell.    Proceed,  Brother  Russell. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  feeling  manifested  in  this  case  which  seems  to  me  entirely  unneces- 
sary. The  committee  considered  this  case  on  the  evidence.  The  committee 
made  this  recommendation  conscientiously.  So  far  as  the  decision  rendered 
by  myself  a  year  ago  is  concerned  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  in  point.  The 
decision  which  I  would  now  make  in  this  case  would  not  be  inconsistent  with 
that  decision.  Let  me  read  you  one  clause  of  that  and  you  will  agree  with 
me.    I  say : 

"  Surgeon  Manning  went  to  the  front  with  all  a  patriot's  zeal,  and  while 
he  rendered  valuable  aid  and  assistance  to  suffering  Union  soldiers  during 
the  few  weeks  he  was  at  Alexandria  and  Washington,  yet  the  evidence  is 
undisputed  that  his  proffered  services  were  not  accepted  by  the  Government 
and  that  he  returned  home  without  having  either  been  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  or  having  served  in  any  other  capacity  than  as 
a  civil  surgeon." 

My  decision  is  only  in  line  with  all  the  others  on  the  same  state  of  facts, 
and  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  stand  taken  by  this  committee  in  this 
matter. 

Now,  here  is  a  letter  from  Headquarters  Lieut.  S.  C.  Potts  Post,  G. 
A.  R. 

(Read). 

That  simply  shows  that  the  Grand  Army  takes  in  members  who  served 
in  this  command.  It  seems  to  me  this  matter  has  been  fully  discussed,  that 
you  all  understand  the  service,  that  it  was  service  in  the  army  of  the  Union 
during  the  war  1861-'65,  and  men  of  the  same  standing  exactly  have  been 
admitted  in  our  Order.  1  have  not  any  fault  to  find  with  the  Commander- 
in-Chief's  decision  ;  it  was  right  under  the  evidence  that  was  before  him, 
but  now  we  have  the  evidence  of  General  Miles  and  other  evidence,  that  he 
did  serve  in  the  Union  Anny,  which  he  had  not ;  and  this  is  not  a  slam  at 
the  Commander-in-Chief  in  any  way  ;  and  a  refusal  to  endorse  his  decision 
is  not  contemplated  ;  the  committee  coincides  with  the  decision,  taking  the 
evidence  as'  it  was  before  him,  as  it  was  at  the  time  his  decision  was  ren- 
dered ;  but  this  committee  petitions  for  the  applicant's  reinstatement,  bas- 
ing it  on  the  ground  of  evidence  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  did  not  have 
before  him. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  ask  for  a  recapitulation 
of  the  roll-call  on  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  minority  report. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  A  recapitulation  of  the  roll-call  on 
the  adoption  of  Brother  Bundy's  amendment  is  asked  for.  Brothers  are 
under  the  impression  that  there  was  some  error  in  the  announcement  in  the 
result  of  that  vote. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL:  "Commander  and  brothers,  I  sin- 
cerely beg  the  Encampment's  pardon,  and  yet  I  do  not  feel  as  though  I 
ought  to,  because  I  wanted  to  call  over  and  check  the  vote,  but  you  'called 
me  down  '  on  it.  I  find  that  there  is  an  error  in  the  total  vote  and  I  would 
like  very  much  to  call  off  the  vote  in  the  Encampment  so  that  we  can  check 
it  and  know  just  how  we  voted.  There  were  no  tellers,  and  I  thought  I 
could  tabulate  it  as  I  went  along  and  be  ready  to  announce  the  result  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  vote.  I  find  there  is  an  error.  I  would  like  to  check  up 
the  vote  now." 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  read  the 
vote  in  detail.  Brothers  will  pay  attention  and  see  that  the  votes  of  their 
Divisions  are  correctly  recorded. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  record  of  the  vote  as  follows  : 
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Commandery  in-Chief  Officers  and  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  :  Ayes- 
Rake,  Kennedy,  Buckley,  Hammer,  Spink,  Redmond,  Mabbs,  Light,  Myers, 
Heine,  Griffin,  Bundy,  Reed  and  Davis — 14. 

Nays — Loebenstein  Merrill,  Abbott,  Maccabe  and  Russell— 5. 


Ayes. 

Nays. 

Connecticut  

  3 

  4 

4 

  11 

  1 

6 

  3 

4 

  5 

  2 

4 

Massachusetts  

13 

  2 

2 

  1 

  2 

3 

Ayes.  Nays. 


Nebraska   3 

New  Hampshire   2 

New  Jersey   6 

New  York   7 

Ohio   9 

Pennsylvania                      12  1 

South  Dakota   1 

Vermont   2 

Washington   1 

Wisconsin                            1  3 

Total                               75  62 


THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  minority  report  submitted  by 
Brother  Bundy  is  substituted  for  the  majority  report  of  the  committee  by 
this  vote.    The  chairman  of  the  committee  will  proceed. 

J.  R.  DUNCAN,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  make  a  state- 
ment. The  Commander-in-Chief  sta,ted  in  this  Encampment  that  it  was 
discourteous  upon  the  part  of  the  New  Jersey  Division  to  present  this  reso- 
lution or  communication  from  the  Division  to  this  committee.    I  desire  to 

say— 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  If  the  brother  will  permit  me,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  will  save  time  by  saying  that,  after  conference  with 
brothers  of  the  New  Jersey  Division,  he  understands  the  case  and  with- 
draws his  remarks,  so  far  as  they  apply  to  them. 

The  committee  will  proceed. 

J.  R.  DTJNGAN,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  I  want  to  say,  if  granted 
the  courtesy,  that  we  have  brothers  here  who  can  prove  beyond  doubt  that 
Fremont  Tietze  is  eligible  to  this  Order,  and  we  produced  that  evidence  be- 
fore this  committee,  and  this  committee  made  this  report  declaring  Fremont 
Tietze  eligible,  and  now  this  Commandery-in-Chief  refuses  to  accept  that 
report,  and  I  want  to  say  to  you  right  here  that  if  this  is  the  kind  of  justice 
we  are  to  get  from  the  Commandery-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  the 
New  Jersey  Division,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  is  out  of  the  Order.  (Hisses). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  brother  does  not  understand 
the  question  at  all.  The  Chair  has  repeatedly  stated,  and  the  members  of 
the  Encampment  who  have  had  knowledge  of  him  for  the  past  fifteen  years 
in  this  organization  will,  I  think,  take  his  word,  that  he  would  endeavor 
with  you  to  establish  the  eligibility  of  Brother  Tietze.  The  Chair  was  en- 
tirely sincere  in  making  that  statement  and  stands  ready  to  do  that,  not- 
withstanding any  action  that  has  been  taken  or  anything  that  has  been 
said  here  to-day.  (Applause). 

Proceed  with  the  report  of  the  committee. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  the  original  report  as 
amended  has  not  been  adopted.  I  understood  that  that  question  was 
placed  before  this  meeting. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:    It  was  placed  before  the  meeting. 

Proceed  with  the  report. 

General  Abbott  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"  We  concur  in  suggestion  relative  to  a  short  history  of  the  Order  being 

printed  in  pamphlet  form,  same  size  as  C,  R.  and  R.,  so  that  they  can  be 

bound  with  future  editions  of  C,  R.  and  R." 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :    The  Chair  hears  no  objection,  and 

this  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee  is  adopted. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"  With  regard  to  Blue  Book,  we  recommend  that  no  action  be  taken  at 

this  Encampment." 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  is  no  objection.  It  is  adopted. 
General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"  We  refer  that  portion  of  the  report  pertaining  to  the  ritual  to  the 
Committee  on  Ritual." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  is  no  objection.  It  is  adopted. 
General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"That  part  of  report  relating  to  Division  Officers  (top  of  page  5)  to 
Committee  on  O,  R.  and  R." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  is  no  objection.  The  action 
of  the  committee  is  concurred  in. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"  We  recommend  that  the  question  of  sick  benefits  and  insurance  be 
left  optional  with  Camps. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 
General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"  Relations  with  G.  A.  R.  and  Ladies'  Aid  Society  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Resolutions." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and 
the  action  of  the  committee  is  concurred  in. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

"  Tha^part  relating  to  membership  referred  to  Committee  on  C,  R.  and 

R." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    There  is  no  objection. 
General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"  That  part  relating  to  officers  and  staff  referred  to  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 
General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"  All  decisions  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  are  approved,  except  No.  5.'* 
THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    The  Encampment  has  just  approved 
of  Decision  No.  5,  so  that  that  exception  should  be  stricken  out.    If  there  is 
no  objection,  this  section  of  the  committee's  report,  with  the  words  "except 
No.  5  "  stricken  out,  is  concurred  in.    The  Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

General  Abbott  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S  REPORT. 
"  Recommending  change  in  No.  49,  approved. 

"  Recommendation  to  charge  $1.00  for  dispensation,  not  concurred  in." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  committee  in  reference  to  the  Adjutant-General's  report 
are  concurred  in.    The  Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

General  Abbott  concluded  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"  Fraternally  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

FRANK  P.  MERRILL, 
WALTER  PAYNE, 
G.  B.  ABBOTT, 
WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY, 
!"  W.  H.  RUSSELL, 

Committee." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work. 
What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Encampment  ? 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  be  adopted  and  the  committee  discharged. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL  :  Commander,  would  it  be  in  order  at  this  time  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  report  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    The  Chair  would  say  yes. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :    On  motion  to  adopt  ? 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Yes. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Then,  Commander,  I  desire  to  move  an 
amendment  striking  out  of  the  report  that  matter  which  applies  to  the  Fre- 
mont Tietze  case. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Does  the  mover  of  the  motion  ac- 
cept the  amendment  ? 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :    No,  Commander. 

JOSEPH  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  previous  question  is  seconded, 
and  the  question  is  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  and  the  discharge  of  the 
committee.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  assent  by  the  usual  vot- 
ing sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The 
ayes  seem  to  have  it  ;  the  report  is  accepted  and  the  committee  discharged. 
We  will  now  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege.  The  Commander  of  the  New  Jersey  Division  wishes  to  retract 
his  remarks. 

(Cries  of  "consent,"  "consent"). 

J.  R.  DUNCAN,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  we  came  here  from  New 
Jersey  to  use  all  honorable  means  to  have  Fremont  Tietze  reinstated.  The 
act  of  this  Commandery  rather  angered  me,  as  was  natural  it  would  any  one, 
with  the  feeling  we  had. 

I  wish  to  apologize  to  this  Commandery-in  Chief  for  the  words  that  I 
uttered,  and  to  withdraw  them  entirely.  (Applause). 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  The  Commandery-in- Chief  is  ap- 
parently satisfied.  The  Chair  is  pleased  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  brother 
from  New  Jersey  Brother  Reed  will  proceed  with  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
special  privilege.  My  name  is  signed  to  the  general  report.  At  the  time  I 
introduced  the  minority  report  I  stated,  and  I  wish  it  to  be  so  stated  in  the 
minutes,  that  I  withdrew  my  name  from  the  majority  report  so  far  as  it  ap- 
plies to  the  case  of  Fremont  Tietze. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  minority  report  so  states  and 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  will  so  show. 

COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS  REPORT  (ADDITIONAL). 

Chairman  Reed  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Encampment  be  tendered  Mrs.  J.  V. 
Cooke,  editor,  for  the  beautiful  and  ably-prepared  souvenir  edition  of  na- 
tional hymns,  prepared  and  presented  to  the  delegates  of  this  Encampment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Adjutant-General  be  directed  to  forward  to  Mrs. 
Cooke  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

THE  COMMAND ER-IN  CHIEF:  There  is  no  objection  and  the  reso- 
lution stands  adopted. 

Chairman  Reed  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

RESOLUTIONS  FROM  DIVISION  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

Petitioning  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  so  amend  fourth  sub-division 
of  Section  1,  Article  II,  Chapter  3,  of  C,  R.  and  R.,  so  as  to  permit  Divi- 
sions with  a  small  membership  to  fix  the  ratio  of  representation  of  one  del- 
egate at-large  and  one  representative  for  every  twenty-five  members  in  good 
standing1. 

That  resolution  is  as  follows  : 
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Headquarters 
Division  op  California  and  Hawaiian  Islands,. 
Sons  op  Veterans,  U.  S.  A. 

San  Francisco,  Cad.,  July  29th,  1897. 
(Resolution  presented  by  Fair  Oaks  Camp,  No.  15). 

Whereas,  The  present  ratio  of  representation  of  Camps  in  the  Divi- 
sion Encampments,  i.  e.,  one  delegate  for  each  fifty  members  or  major  frac- 
tion thereof  (sufficient  for  the  larger  Divisions)  is  too  small  for  the  Divisions 
■where  there  are  few  Camps,  and  these  with  small  memberships,  making  the 
Encampments  of  these  Divisions  little  more  than  meetings  of  a  council, 
simply  to  transact  routine  business,  instead  of  grand  reunions  of  members 
from  all  parts  of  the  State  ;  and 

Whereas,  Large  and  well  attended  Encampments  are,  in  a  great 
measure,  necessary  to  the  success  of  our  Order  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  Division  of  California  and  Hawaiian  Islands,  in 
Eleventh  Annual.  Encampment  assembled,  that  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
be  and  is  hereby  respectfully  petitioned  to  amend  the  fourth  sub-division 
of  Section  1,  of  Article  II,  of  Chapter  3,  of  the  C,  R.  and  R.,  as  follows  : 
After  the  words,  "  Fifty  members  or  major  fraction  thereof  in  good  stand- 
ing," insert  the  words,  provided  that  Divisions  may  by  By-Laws  fix  the  rep- 
resentation of  Camps  as  follows:  "One  representation-at-large  and  addi- 
tional representatives  in  the  ratio  of  one  for  every  twenty- five  members  or 
major  fraction  thereof  in  good  standing  ;  "  and 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  next  En- 
campment of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

Headquarters  op 
California  and  Hawaiian  Islands  Division, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  September  4th,  1897.. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  resolution  adopted; 
at  the  Eleventh  Annual  Encampment  of  this  Division,  at  Salinas,  California, 
April  23d,  1897.  CHARLES  L.  PIERCE, 

Official  :  Division  Commander. 

Frank  R.  Handlev, 

Adjutant. 

"Your  committee  is  of  opinion  that  this  amendment  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  destroy  the  ambition  in  Divisions  to  increase  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives by  building  up  and  increasing  their  membership  ;  we,  therefore, 
report  the  resolution  negative] y." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    There  is  no  objection  and  the  action 

of  the  committee  is  concurred  in. 

Chairman  Reed  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 
"Resolution  asking  that  the  rank  of  Past  Captain  be  restored  to 

Brothers  Charles  W.  Dunn  and  John  T.  Stone,  of  Camp  No.  15,  Division  of. 

California." 

That  resolution  with  the  accompanying  communication  is  as  follows  :. 

Headquarters 
Division  of  California  and  Hawaiian  Islands, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  September  6th,  1897: 
(Resolution  presented  by  Guy  E.  Abbott,  of  Camp  No.  10). 

Resolved,  By  the  Division  of  California  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  in 
Eleventh  Annual  Encampment  assembled,  that  we  respectfully  petition 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  restore  to  Brothers  Charles  W.  Dunn  and  John 
T.  Stone,  of  Fair  Oaks  Camp,  No.  15,  of  this  Division,  their  rank  as  Past 
Captains,  lost  by  their  withdrawal  from  the  Order. 
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Headquarters  of 
California  and  Hawaiian  Islands  Division, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A. 
San  Francisco,  Cad.,  September  4th,  1897. 
This  is  to  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  resolution  adopted 
at  the  Eleventh  Annual  Encampment  of  this  Division,  at  Salinas,  Cal., 
April  23d,  1897.  v  CHARLES  L.  PIERCE, 

Official  :  Division  Commander. 

Frank  R.  Handley, 

Adjutant. 

Headquarters 
Division  of  California  and  Hawaiian  Islands, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  September  6,  1897. 

To  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment,  Comman- 
der y -in- Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans  : 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers  :— The  resolution  to  which  this  letter  is  at- 
tached possibly  needs  some  explanation.  Charles  W.  Dunn  and  John  T. 
Stone  were  identified  with  the  Order  in  its  earliest  infancy  in  this  State,  be- 
ing charter  members  of  General  John  F.  Miller  Camp,  No.  3,  the  third  Camp 
organized  in  California  and  the  first  in  this  part  of  the  State.  In  1889  they 
transferred  from  Miller  Camp  and  organized  Fair  Oaks  Camp,  No.  15,  San 
Francisco,  of  which  Camp  Dunn  was  the  first  and  Stone  the  second  Captain. 
After  a  couple  of  years  prosperity  deserted  the  Order  in  California  and 
Camps  were  broken  up  everywhere.  Fair  Oaks  Camp  was  reduced  in  num- 
bers and  fell  into  control  of  a  clique,  who  forced  Dunn  and  Stone  to  resign 
from  the  Order,  and  with  them  went  the  best  element  of  the  Camp.  All 
other  Camps  in  San  Francisco  and  vicinity  were  broken  up,  so  that  it  was 
impossible  for  these  brothers  to  save  their  rank  as  Past  Captains. 

Lately  Dunn  and  Stone  have  been  induced  to  rejoin  Fair  Oaks  Camp, 
and  it  is  hoped  through  them  to  regain  to  the  Order  all  the  old  "boys" 
(many  of  them  men  of  influence)  who  made  the  Order  suoh  a  success  in  its 
earlier  years.  The  resolution  was  introduced  by  a  brother  from  an  outside 
Camp  and  was  entirely  unsolicited  by  either  of  the  brothers  mentioned 
therein.  If  your  committee  can  give  this  resolution  a  favorable  recommen- 
dation it  will  go  far  toward  restoring  harmony  in  this  Division,  will  bring 
into  our  ranks  many  most  desirable  recruits  and  will  be  an  act  of  justice  to 
two  very  worthy  brothers.    Fraternally  yours, 

FRANK  R.  HANDLEY,  Adjutant. 

"  It  appears  from  the  record  that  these  two  brothers  had  voluntarily 
withdrawn  from  the  Order  ;  we,  therefore,  report  the  resolution  with  a  neg- 
ative recommendation." 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  being  no  objection  the  action 
of  the  committee  is  concurred  in. 

Chairman  Reed  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

Resolution  presented  by  Brother  A.  L.  Sorter,  Jr.,  of  the  Division  of 
Iowa  : 

That  we  recommend  that  the  members  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  as 
individuals,  use  their  influenee  to  induce  the  members  of  the  various  Divi- 
sions to  subscribe  for  and  support  the  worthy  organs  now  being  published 
in  our  interests  by  brothers  of  the  Order,  and  that  the  printing  of  the  Order 
be  given  to  the  fraternal  press  in  all  cases  where  it  can  meet  competition. 

Recommended  affirmatively  by  the  committee. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and 
the  resolution  is  adopted. 

Chairman  Reed  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  : 

RESOLUTION  PRESENTED  BY  THE  DIVISION  OF  MARYLAND, 

praying  for  closer  relations  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  to  the  end  that  Sons  of  Veter- 
ans be  admitted  to  meetings  of  the  G.  A.  R.  These  resolutions  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

"We,  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  respectfully  report  that 
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"  Whereas,  At  a  regular  meeting  of  Mansfield  Camp,  No.  2,  of  this  Di- 
vision, it  was 

"Resolved,  That  Mansfield  Camp  endorse  the  action  of  the  Department 
of  Maryland,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  their  endorsement  of  the  reso- 
lution providing  for  the  admittance  of  Sons  of  Veterans  into  their  meetings 
during  the  transaction  of  active  business,  initiation,  etc.,  to  be  referred  to 
the  National  Encampment,  G.  A.  R.,  to  be  held  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  therefore 
be  it 

"Resolved,  That  this  Encampment  instruct  its  Representative  and  Rep- 
resentative-at-Large  to  the  National  Encampment,  Sons  of  Veterans,  to  be 
held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  to  use  all  honorable  means  to  secure  the  favor- 
able approval  of  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  to  the 
above  resolution  of  Mansfield  Camp  ;  and  be  it  further 

"Resolved,  That  the  Representative  and  Representative-at-Large  use 
their  best  endeavors  to  secure  favorable  action  of  the  National  Encamp- 
ment, Sons  of  Veterans,  TJ.  S.  A.,  to  a  resolution  to  secure  the  endorsement 
by  the  National  Encampment,  Gr.  A.  R.,  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Department  of  Maryland,  Gr.  A.  R.,  admitting  Sons  of  Veterans  to  their 
meetings." 

Which  report  was  adopted. 

In  the  same  line  the  following  section  from  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Officers'  Reports  is  quoted,  viz.  : 

"Seventh.  Your  committee  coincides  with  the  Division  Commander  in 
his  reference  to  the  closer  relations  that  have  existed  and  should  exist  be- 
tween the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Sons  of  Veterans." 

Which  report  was  adopted. 

This  subject  having  been  considered  in  Resolution  No.  3,  your  committee 
report  it  back  without  action. 

Fraternally  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Resolutions, 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  Chairman, 
WALLACE  L.  VANDERHOOF, 
FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
MICHAEL  CROWLEY. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  There  being  no  objection,  the  action 
of  the  committee  is  concurred  in. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  the  report  be  received 
and  the  committee  discharged. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  resolution  with  reference  to  Mrs.  Cooke  and 
the  souvenir  edition  of  national  hymns  prepared  and  presented  to  delegates. 
I  would  say  for  the  information  of  the  committee  that  W.  O.  Pierce  bore 
the  entire  expense.  I  think  Mrs.  Cooke  was  the  author  or  suggested  the 
scheme,  but  Dr.  Pierce  bore  the  expense  and  wrote  the  music  of  the  hymn, 
"The  Banner  of  Beauty  and  Glory."  We  desire  to  have  Dr.  Pierce's  name 
inserted  in  that  resolution. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  There  is  no  objection,  and  Dr. 
Pierce's  name  will  be  inserted. 

CHAIRMAN  REED  :  Commander,  the  resolution  will  then  read  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Encampment  be  tendered  Mrs.  J.  V. 
Cooke  and  Dr.  W.  O.  Pierce,  for  the  beautiful  and  ably-prepared  souvenir 
edition  of  national  hymns  prepared  and  presented  to  the  delegates  of  this 
Encampment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Adjutant-General  be  directed  to  forward  to  Mrs. 
Cooke  and  Dr.  Pierce  copies  of  this  resolution. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  resolution  as  amended  is 
adopted  in  lieu  of  the  original  resolution.  The  question  is  on  the  motion 
to  accept  the  report  and  discharge  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  Those 
in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  assent  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order. 
Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  carried,  the  report  accepted 
and  the  committee  discharged. 
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SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  FRATERNAL  RELATIONS  G.  A.  R. 

The  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations  to  the  G. 
A.  R.,  of  which  Brother  Dustin,  of  Illinois,  is  chairman,  is  now  in  order. 

William  G.  Dustin,  chairman  of  the  committee,  submitted  the  following- 
report  : 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  9th,  1897. 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Members  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment, Sons  of  Veterans  : 

Three  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations  with 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  appointed  by  Commander-in-Chief  Rake, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  last  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief, met  at  Buffalo  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Grand  Army. 

Your  committee  organized  by  the  election  of  Past  Commander  Edward 
W.  Hatch,  of  New  York,  as  chairman.  The  committee  visited  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Encampment  and  received  a  hearty  reception  from  Commander- 
in-Chief  Clarkson  and  the  members.  Colonel  Hatch  conveyed  the  fraternal 
greetings  of  our  Order  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  paid  a  fit- 
ting tribute  to  our  fathers. 

Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson  spoke  very  kindly  of  our  organization 
and  said  that  we  should  be  encouraged  by  the  Grand  Army  in  every  way, 
and  that  he  thought  an  invitation  to  meet  with  them  would  be  encourag- 
ing to  the  Sons. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  committee  of 
three  be  selected  by  the  incoming  Commanders-in-Chief,  on  Fraternal  Re- 
lations with  the  Grand  Army,  and  that  the  necessary  expenses  of  said  com- 
mittee be  paid  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  We  believe  that  this  is  one 
of  the  most  important  and  beneficial  duties  of  our  organization,  and  that 
in  the  future  it  should  not  be  necessary  for  a  Commander-in-Chief  to  ask 
for  volunteers  to  perform  this  most  important  duty  to  our  fathers. 

EDWARD  W.  HATCH,  New  York, 
W.  DeSTEESE, 
WILLIAM  G.  DUSTIN,  Illinois. 
THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  report 

of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations  with  the  G.  A.  R.  ;  what  is  your 

pleasure  ? 

JOSEPH  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  move  that 
the  report  be  received  and  adopted  and  the  committee  discharged. 

F.  L.  SHEPARD,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  second  that  mo- 
tion. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  want  to  inquire  if  the 
report  of  the  committee  contemplates  the  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee to  visit  the  next  Encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  whose  expenses  are  to 
be  paid  by  this  body  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    Yes,  a  committee  of  three. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
expense  part. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  second  that  motion. 
JOSEPH  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :    Commander,  I  accept  the 
amendment. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
report,  with  the  words  "that  the  necessary  expenses  of  said  committee  be 
paid  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief"  stricken  out,  be  received  and  adopted 
and  the  committee  discharged.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  as- 
sent by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed 
the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  agreed  to  and  the  report  adopted  as  amended 
by  striking  out  the  provision  that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  shall  bear  the 
expenses  of  the  committee. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MILITARY  RESERVE. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Reserve  is  next  in  order. 
Brother  Rooney  is  chairman  of  that  committee. 


IN  REGARD  TO  THE  MUSTER  OF  RECRUITS. 
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Chairman  Rooney  submitted  the  following  report : 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  10,  1897. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Sixteenth  National  Encampment,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.  S.  A.: 

Brothers  :—The  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  appointed  forthe 
purpose  of  securing  the  passage  of  a  bill  establishing  Sons  of  Veterans' 
Camps  as  a  reserve  militia,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  : 

A  bill  was  introduced  in  the  54th  Congress  by  Representative  Kiefer,  of 
Minnesota,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia.  It  was  not  re- 
ported by  the  committee  nor  acted  upon  by  the  House  or  Senate.  In  the 
55th  Congress  the  same  bill  was  re-introduced  by  Representative  McCall.  of 
Massachusetts,  and  again  referred  to  the  same  committee.  On  account  of 
the  fact  that  no  committees  were  appointed  during  the  first  session  of  this 
Congress,  no  action  could  be  taken  upon  it. 

Some  opposition  developed  as  to  the  form  of  the  bill,  which  can  easily 
be  amended  so  as  to  remove  the  charge  of  class  legislation.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, can  be  done  until  the  beginning  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  in 
December. 

Your  committee  respectfully  recommend  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  by  the  incomiDg  Commander-in-Chief  with  power  to  draft  a  new 
bill  or  to  take  other  action  to  secure  proper  legislation  in  this  matter. 
Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

W.  H.  RUSSELL, 
W.  J.  PATTON, 
E.  R.  CAMPBELL, 
C.  D.  ROONEY. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port and  the  discharge  of  the  committee. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 

E.  C.  PARKINSON,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  is  that  with  or  with- 
out expense  ? 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF:  Without  expense.  The  question  is 
on  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  discharge  of  the  committee.  As  many  as 
are  in  favor  will  give  assent  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down 
hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The  report  is  adopted  and  the  com- 
mittee is  discharged. 

Has  the  Committee  on  Credentials  any  further  report  to  make  ?  If  not, 
the  Credential  Committee  should  be  disposed  of. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  be  dif<charged  with  the  thanks  of  the  Encampment. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  :  All  in  favor  will  give  assent  by  the 
usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary,  if  any,  the  same 
sign.  The  motion  is  carried  and  the  committee  discharged.  That  disposes 
of  the  reports  of  committees.    We  pass  now  to  new  business. 

IN  REGARD  TO  THE  MUSTER  OF  RECRUITS. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  it  seems  there  was  a 
slight  oversight  when  we  passed  the  amendment  to  the  C,  R.  and  R.  upon 
my  motion  ;  we  did  not  refer  to  the  two  things  in  the  ritual  that  make  it 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  have  a  proper  muster  of  recruiis.  At  the 
suggestion  of  a  number  of  brothers  I  will  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  adopting  that  amendment  in  order  to  offer  it  in  this  form  : 

Section  2.  The  full  use  of  the  ritualistic  ceremonies  on  the  muster  of 
recruits  is  optional  with  Camps  ;  but  the  obligation  of  membership,  the 
closing  instruction  by  the  Caplain  in  the  degree  of  Loyalty  in  presenting 
the  insignia  of  the  Order,  and  the  demonstration  of  the  Order  and  the  dem- 
onstration of  the  secret  work  shall  never  be  omitted. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF:  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  substi- 
tution ?  There  appears  to  be  none.  All  in  favor  of  the  substitution  of  this 
amendment  for  the  one  heretofore  moved  by  Brother  Bundy  will  give  as- 
sent by  the  usual  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary,  if  any,  the 
same  sign.    The  motion  is  carried. 
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W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :    Commander,  the  Committee  on  Ritual 
is  not  discharged.    I  move  that  committee  be  discharged  with  thanks. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  Committee  on  Ritual  be  discharged  with  the  thanks  of  the  En- 
campment. All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by  the  usual 
voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign. 
The  committee  is  discharged  with  thanks  and  without  expense.  (Laughter). 

CHARLES  A.  BOOKW ALTER  ELECTED  TO  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP. 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Indiana  Division,  and  on  my  own  behalf,  I  desire  as 
briefly  as  possible  to  make  a  motion  that  Section  5,  Article  II,  page  B6,  of 
the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Order  be  suspended,  and 
that  Brother  Charles  A.  Bookwalter,  of  the  Indiana  Division,  be  made  a  life 
member  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  the  motion  having 
been  seconded,  I  desire  to  be  heard. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  :  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded 
that  Section  5,  Article  II,  of  C,  R.  and  R.,  be  suspended  and  that  Brother 
Charles  A.  Bookwalter,  of  the  Indiana  Division,  be  elected  to  life  member- 
ship in  the  Commandery-in-Chief.    Brother  Griffin  has  the  floor. 

CHARLES  F.  GRIFFIN,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  I  desire  to  say  in 
the  first  place,  that  while  this  is  an  unusual  matter  and  an  unusual  distinc- 
tion— and  we  mean  it  as  such — there  is  precedent  for  it.  Brother  Book- 
waiter  has  been  chairman  and  head  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements  of 
this  Division,  and  what  his  services  and  courtesies  have  been  you  all  well 
know.  I  remember  that  at  the  Cincinnati  Encampment  Brother  Luther 
Davis,  who  was  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements  of  that 
Encampment,  was  given  this  honor  ;  and  it  has  been  done  in  other  cases. 
We  ask  it  on  behalf  of  the  Indiana  Division  in  honor  of  one  of  the  most  en- 
ergetic, consistent  and  loyal  members  that  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Veter- 
ans has  or  has  ever  had.  (Applause).  Brother  Bookwalter's  services  are 
known  to  everybody  in  this  Order.  There  has  scarcely  been  an  Encamp- 
ment that  he  has  not  attended.  He  is  always  at  the  front,  whether  it  is  in 
discussions  upon  the  floor  of  the  Encampment,  or  as  chairman  of  Commit- 
tee on  Arrangements  or  as  a  steering  committee  to  show  brothers  the  town. 
In  any  one  of  these  capacities  he  is  an  expert. 

I  know  your  time  is  short,  and  while  1  would  like  to  say  more,  I  will 
make  it  brief  and  simply  ask,  as  a  compliment  to  Brother  Bookwalter's  Di- 
vision, that  you  suspend  this  rule  and  make  him  a  life  member. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  in  behalf  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  New  York,  and  speaking  from  my  own  personal  desires  upon  this 
question,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  second  this  motion.  The  Constitu- 
tion requires  at  least  a  two-thirds  vote.  It  would  be  a  high  compliment, 
but  no  higher  than  this  brother  deserves,  if  we  make  it  a  unanimous  vote. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  question  is  before  the  Encamp- 
ment. All  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  give  assent  by  the  usual  show  of  the 
Order  (cries  of  "arising  vote,"  "a  rising  vote")  or  will  rise.  Be  seated. 
Contrary,  if  any,  will  rise.  The  motion  is  unanimously  carried  and  Brother 
Bookwalter  is  elected  a  life  member  of  the  Commandery  in-Chief. 

Any  other  new  business  ? 

COMMITTEE  ON  MILITARY  COLLEGE  TO  BE  APPOINTED. 

A.  L.  SORTER,  Jr.,  of  Iowa:  Commander,  under  the  head  of  New 
Business  I  move  you  that  the  present  Commander-in  Chief  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  five  to  investigate  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  military  college 
as  a  memorial  to  the  soldiers  and  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and,  if  possible, 
to  report  some  feasible  plan  to  the  next  Annual  Encampment;  said  com- 
mittee to  act  without  salary  or  perquisites. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 


AMENDMENT  TO  ELIGIBILITY  OLA  USE. 
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THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Chair  would  prefer.  Brother 
Sorter,  that  you  would  make  your  resolution  r*»ad  that  the  incoming  Com- 
mander-in-Chief appoint  this  committee,  as  he  will  have  better  facilities. 

A.  L.  SORTER,  Jr.,  of  Iowa :  With  the  consent  of  my  second  I  will 
alter  that  feature  of  it  as  suggested  by  the  Chair. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  C  hair  hears  no  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  second  and  the  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as 
modified  in  that  particular.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by 
the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Those  opposed,  if  any,  the  same  sign. 
The  motion  is  agreed  to. 

DISPOSITION  OF  REPORT  OF  COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  have  just  been  informed 
that  the  report  of  the  Council-in-Chief  has  not  been  adopted  ;  it  was  simply 
made  to  the  Encampment,  and  was  under  consideration  when  the  Encamp- 
ment took  recess. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  would  say  to  the  En- 
campment, without  desiring  to  make  an  arbitrary  ruling,  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Council-in-Chief  raising  the  per  capita  tax  was  by  motion 
laid  on  the  table.  "When  the  motion  was  put  by  Governor  Jones  the  Chair 
immediately  asked  the  brother  whether  that  meant  to  indefinitely  lay  it 
upon  the  table,  and  he  said  it  did.  That  being  the  case,  it  cannot  be  taken 
up  at  this  session,  and  the  per  capita  tax  remains  at  sixteen  cents. 

AMENDMENT  TO  ELIGIBILITY  CLAUSE. 

EDWARD  K.  DePUY,  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  I  wish  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  The  amendment  I  propose  is  this,  to 
change  Article  V,  Section  1,  Eligibility  to  Membership,  so  that  it  will  read 
in  this  way : 

ARTICLE  V. 

Section  1.  All  male  descendants,  not  Ipss  than  eighteen  years  of  age,  of 
soldiers,  sailors  or  marines  who  served  in  the  Union  Army  or  Navy  during 
the  war  of  1861-'65  and  who  were  in  the  service  at  the  close  of  said  war,  or 
who  by  reason  of  death  or  honorable  discharge  severed  their  connection 
therewith  before  the  close  of  said  war,  shall  be  eligible  to  membership,  pro- 
vided that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  who  has  ever  been  convicted  of  any 
infamous  crime,  or  who  has,  or  whose  father  has,  ever  borne  arms  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  As  I  understand  the  intent  of  this 
amendment  is  to  change  the  language  so  as  to  specifically  provide  for  the 
son  of  a  soldier  who  was  killed  or  died  in  the  service,  and  also  to  specifically 
provide  a  place  for  the  son  of  a  Union  Army  officer  who  is  to-day  in  the  ser- 
vice. I  understand  that  it  does  not  change  the  eligibility  clause  in  any 
other  respect,  but  simply  makes  it  specific  that  the  son  of  a  soldier  who  died 
or  was  killed  during  the  Rebellion,  or  the  son  of  a  United  States  Army  offi- 
cer who  is  still  in  the  service,  and  consequently  could  not  have  been  dis- 
charged therefrom  at  the  close  of  the  war,  is  eligible.  It  simply  covers  those 
two  cases  that  at  present  do  not  appear  to  be  provided  for  clearly  in  the  eli- 
gibility clause  of  our  Constitution. 

E.  C.  PARKINSON,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  that  amendment. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  second  the  previous  question. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :   The  question  is  on  the  adoption  of; 
the  amendment  to  the  eligibility  clause  of  the  Constitution.    On  that  the 
previous  question  is  moved. 

JOSEPH  B.  MACCABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  want  to 
ask  whether  the  sons  of  officers  of  the  regular  army  who  were  in  the  service 
prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and  who  are  now  in  the  service  are  not  eli- 
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gible,  whether  their  fathers  did  or  did  not  receive  a  discharge  a,t  the  end  of 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  As  a  matter  of  fact  many  did  not.  In  my  own 
experience  as  Commander-in-Chief  that  question  was  not  raised  at  any 
time  ;  but  I  want  to  ask  whether  or  not  there  could  not  be  a  ruling  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  the  event  that  a  question  of  that  sort  did  arise  that 
would  absolutely  meet  everything,  and  if  that  would  not  be  better  than  go- 
ing to  work  to  tear  this  thing  up.  I  ask  that  as  a  matter  of  information. 
Suppose,  in  the  wisdom  of  Providence,  General  Miles  had  a  young  son  who 
desired  to  join  this  organization.  We  will  assume  that  General  Miles  was 
never  discharged  as  a  volunteer  officer  during  the  war  of  1861-'65.  Suppose 
that  application  came  to  my  Camp  and  we  submitted  it  to  Brother  Parkin- 
son as  Commander-in-Chief  for  decision,  whether  or  not  Brother  Parkinson 
would  not  decide  that  the  boy  was  eligible  to  join,  and  whether  his  ruling 
would  not  become  law,  as  a  matter  of  fact  ? 

E.  C.  PARKINSON,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  say  that 
the  volunteer  officers  who  became  officers  of  Ihe  regular  army  were  mus- 
tered out  as  volunteer  officers  and  then  were  mustered  into  the  regular  army 
of  the  United  States;  but  officers  of  the  regular  army  were  not  discharged 
at  the  end  of  the  rebellion,  but  continued  as  officers  until  they  retired  or 
died.    In  my  judgment  this  is  the  i  roper  action  to  take. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF  :  The  previous  question  has  been 
moved  and  seconded.  All  in  favor  of  the  question  will  so  signify  by  the 
usual  show  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary  the  same  sign.  The 
motion  appears  to  be  carried  ;  the  motion  is  carried.  The  question  now  is 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands. 
Those  opposed,  if  any,  the  same  sign.  The  amendment  seems  to  be  adopted. 
The  amendment  is  adopted. 

SALARIES  OF  DIVISION  OFFICERS. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois:  Commander,  I  desire  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution.  It  occurs  in  a  great  many  Divisions  that 
they  are  hopelessly  in  debt  through  the  carelessness  of  their  officers  and 
through  the  looseness  of  Division  By-Laws.  I  feel  there  should  be  provision 
in  the  Constitution  prohibiting  the  careless  expenditure  of  money.  The 
salaries  of  Division  officers  should  depend  on  the  amount  of  work  they  do. 
We  find  Divisions  in  debt  four  or  five  hundred  dollars,  who  have  scarcely 
that  many  men  in  the  Division.  You  take  the  Division  of  Missouri— and  I 
beg  pardon  for  calling  attention  to  it — atone  time  it  had  twenty-seven  hun- 
dred members  and  paid  something  over  two  hundred  dollars  a  year  for  the 
services  of  its  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster-Gene' al.  It  has  now 
nine  hundred  members  and  pays  three  hundred  dollars  a  year  to  those  offi- 
cers. The  number  of  members  has  dropped  down  two-thirds  and  yet  they 
have  increased  the  pay  for  looking  after  them.  My  recommendation  is  that 
there  be  a  constit  utional  prohibition  against  paying  salaries  beyond  a  cer- 
tain per  centage  of  the  per  capita  tax  to  officers  of  the  Division  for  services. 
If  they  want  to  increase  their  salaries,  let  them  increase  the  membership  of 
their  Divisions. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  Chair  is  obliged  to  rule  the  pro- 
posed amendment  out  of  older.  It  is  a  matter  that  couid  only  come  up  in 
Division  Encampments.  We  delegate  to  Divisions  the  power  to  govern 
themselves,  and  so  long  as  they  do  not  usurp  the  powers  of  the  Coin- 
mandery-in  Chief,  the  Commandery  in-Chief  cannot  control  them.  If  the 
Divisions  that  are  in  this  Commandery  cannot  govern  themselves,  they  must 
take  the  consequences. 

NEW  INSPECTION  BLANKS. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  in  view  of  the  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  that  we  have  adopted,  in  reference  to  optional  use  of 
the  ritual,  I  move  that  the  Inspector- Gen eral  be  instructed  to  prepare  and 
issue  a  new  inspection  blank  that  will  meet  the  requirements  of  the  new 
order  of  things. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  That  requires  no  motion.   The  Com- 
mander-in  Chief  can  so  order. 


MR.  PARKS'  INVITATION. 
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A  NEW  ELIGIBILITY  CLAUSE. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  wish  to  make  a  motion.  The 
eligibility  clause  in  our  Constitution  has  long  been  a  trouble  to  the  Order. 
In  every  Encampment  we  have  modified  it  in  one  way  or  another,  until 
most  of  us  do  not  know  the  true  meaning  of  the  eligibility  clause.  It  is 
modified  by  locality;  it  is  modified  by  our  own  positions  ;  and  I  think  we 
should  have  a  standard  clause  put  in  there  bv  persons  who  are  acquainted 
with  all  the  circumstances  concerning  the  difficulties  that  have  arisen  under 
the  present  eligibility  clause.  I  move  you,  therefore,  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  by  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief  to  report  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  next  Encampment  an  eligibility  clause. 

\V.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  on  that  question  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
incoming  Commander-in-Chief  appoint  a  committee  to  draft  a  new  eligi- 
bility clause  to  the  Constitution,  to  be  submitted  to  the  next  Encampment 
o  Jthe  Commandery-in-Chief.  On  that  motion  the  previous  question  has 
been  moved.  The  question  is,  shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?  Those 
in  favor  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands. 
Those  opposed,  the  same  sign.  The  previous  question  is  ordered.  The 
question  is  then  upon  Brother  Orner's  motion.  Those  in  favor  will  so  sig- 
nify by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Contrary  the 
same  sign.    The  motion  seems  to  be  carried.    Tlie  motion  is  carried. 

SELECTION  OF  NEXT  PLACE  OF  MEETING. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  you  that  we  now 
proceed  to  the  selection  of  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  next  Encampment 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  proceed  to  the  selection  of  the  place  for  its  next 
meeting.  Those  in  favor  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  show  of  the  Order. 
Down  hands.    Contrary,  if  any,  the  same  sign.    The  motion  is  agreed  to. 

RECESS  FOR  FIVE  MINUTES. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  this  En- 
campment take  recess  for  five  minutes  in  order  to  enable  Mr.  Parks,  a  gen- 
tleman who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Order  or  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army, 
to  present  the  claims  of  one  of  the  places  that  desires  to  entertain  the  En- 
campment at  its  next  national  meeting. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  That  seems  to  be  absolutely  fair, 
and  if  there  is  no  objection  the  Chair  will  declare  recess  by  consent. 

H.  T.  COOPER,  of  Tennessee  :  Commander,  I  move  that  nominating 
speeches  be  limited  to  five  minutes. 

(Cries  of  "two,"  "two,1'  and  "three,"  "three"). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  motion  seems  to  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  house.  It  seems  to  be  the  sentiment  of  the  house  that 
nominating  speeches  be  limited  to  three  minutes.  All  in  favor  of  that  will 
give  assent  by  the  usual  sign  of  the  Order.    It  is  agreed  to. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander-in  Chief  and  brothers 
of  the  Encampment,  I  have  the  honor  of  introducing  to  you  Mr.  Parks, 
proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Victory,  at  Put-in  Bay. 

MR.  PARKS1  INVITATION. 

MR.  PARKS  :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  do  not  have  the  honor  to  be 
either  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  or  of  this  great  organization,  but  I 
think  that  I  am  in  touch  and  in  sympathy  with  the  object  and  ends  and 
purposes  for  which  you  have  gathered  here.  "Sou  will  remember  that 
eighty-four  years  ago  yesterday  was  one  of  the  dark  periods  in  the  history 
of  our  country.    The  capital  of  our  country  was  in  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
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foe.  Every  conflict  upon  the  great  lakes,  every  naval  encounter,  had  ended 
in  trailing  the  stars  and  stripes  in  ignominious  defeat,  while  tbe  Union  Jack 
of  England  had  risen  on  oar  lakes  in  exultant  triumph.  Eighty-four  years 
ago  to-day  Commodore  Perry  with  a  fleet  that  he  had  made  himself,  of 
which  he  was  the  architect  and  builder,  representing  as  he  did  the  invinc- 
ible courage  and  energy  of  .New  England,  combined  with  the  irresistible 
valor  and  push  of  the  then  new  Northwest,  sailed  out  to  meet  theenemy  op- 
posite what  is  known  as  the  famous  Put-in  Bay  Island,  sailing  out  from  Put- 
in-Bay. There,  off  between  the  bea,utiful  islands  called  Green  Island  and 
Rocky  Island,  was  fought  that  famous  victory,  and  the  words  were  sent 
across  the  continent,  "We  have  met  the  enemy  and  they  are  ours."  (Ap- 
plause). This  was  the  conflict  which  decided  and  determined  whether  the 
great  northwest  should  be  under  the  stars  and  stripes,  or  should  be  con- 
trolled by  Great  Britain.  Next  year  we  propose  to  celebrate  that  occasion 
in  a  fitting  manner.  There  has  been  erected  at  Put  in-Bay  a  magnificent 
hotel,  costiug,  with  furniture,  a  half  million  dollars;  six  hundred  feet  in 
length,  three  hundred  feet  in  depth,  surrounding  a  cuurt  two  hundred  feet 
square.  In  it  we  can  take  care  of  fifteen  hundred  people.  It  is  situated  in 
Forest  Park,  consisting  of  twenty-one  acres,  gradually  rising  from  the  lake 
until  it  looks  over  the  scene  of  this  contest  from  a  height  of  eighty  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  water.  My  time  is  short,  but  I  want  to  say  this,  that 
every  modern  convenience  can  be  found,  not  only  at  that  hotel,  but  at 
others,  if  you  come,  and  next  year  is  the  time  to  celebrate  this  great  vic- 
tory.   If  you  are  with  us  next  year,  I  will  tell  you  what  will  take  place. 

One  year  from  yesterday,  as  the  setting  sun  shall  decline  in  the  west, 
you  will  see  the  waters  between  Rocky  Island  and  Green  Island  and  Put-in- 
Bay  covered  with  steam  and  naphtha  launches,  sailing  yachtsand  big  steam 
vessels,  while  along  the  shores  looking  out  upon  the  space  will  be  thou- 
sands of  people  watching  the  coming  conflict,  which  on  the  very  spot  will 
be  repeated  as  it  took  place  eighty-four  years  ago,  and  as  that  conflict  shall 
end,  and  as  the  shades  of  night  shall  descend  upon  those  beautiful  islands, 
you  will  turn  back  and  see  the  twenty-one  acres  of  Forest  Park  illuminated 
by  electric  lights  in  every  direction,  with  colored  illuminated  fountains,  and 
in  the  background  will  be  that  building  six  hundred  feet  in  length,  illumin- 
ated with  its  four  thousand  electric  lights,  welcoming  you  to  a  naval  dance 
in  a  hall  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  feet  long  by  fifty  feet  feet  wide  and 
sixty  feet  high,  where  five  hundred  brave  soldiers  and  sons  of  soldiers,  and 
the  fairest  women  of  the  country  will  wind  up  that  celebration.  I  tell  you 
we  are  going  to  make  it  a  red  letter  day,  and  it  will  be  more  so  if  you  join 
with  us,  because  we  will  feel  at  loss  without  you. 

Gentlemen,  in  the  name,  not  only  of  Hotel  Victory  and  Put  in-Bay,  but 
in  the  name  of  tbe  people  of  Northwestern  Ohio,  I  invite  you  to  come  and 
be  with  us.  We  will  give  you  a  royal  reception.  Every  convention  that  has 
met  there  almost  has  decided  to  come  back  again,  and  if  you  come  it  will  be 
the  red  letter  day  of  your  lives.  I  thank  you  for  the  attention  you  have 
given  me. 

C.  T.  ORNER,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  question  of  informa- 
tion ;  is  that  without  expense?  (Laughter). 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF :  The  recess  is  concluded  and  the 
Commandery  is  in  session  again.  Are  there  any  other  places  to  be  put  in 
nomination  ? 

L.  W.  KENNEDY,  of  Colorado  :  Commander,  inasmuch  as  you  want 
me  to  be  brief  I  will  refrain  from  delivering  the  extended  address  that  I 
have  prepared  for  this  occasion.  I  will  simply  say  that  the  city  of  Denver, 
the  great  city  of  Colorado,  wants  this  Encampment  next  year  and  wants  it 
in  earnest,  and  will  treat  you  right  if  you  come. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :    Any  other  places  ? 

F.  J.  COATES,  of  Nebraska  :  Commander,  the  brothers  of  this  En- 
campment who  have  our  interest  at  heart  and  who  are  in  favor  of  coming 
to  Omaha,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  I  seldom  open  my 
mouth  without  putting  my  foot  in  it,  have  told  me  to  be  very  careful  or  I 
would  talk  my  case  to  death  ;  so  I  will  not  say  more  than  that  if  you 
will  come  out  there  "  we  will  not  do  a  thing  to  you."  I  will  simply  read  the 
communications  from  others. 
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Executive  Department. 
Omaha,  Neb.,  September  4th,  1897. 

National  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

Gbntlemkn  :— As  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Omaha,  as  one  of  the  "  Old  Boys 
of  '61,"  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  Sons  of  Veterans, 
I  take  pleasure  in  extending  to  you  a  cordial  invitation  to  hold  your  Na- 
tional Encampment  of  1898  in  Omaha. 

The  great  Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition  will  be  open 
from  June  to  November,  and  it  will  be  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the 
"boys1'  to  take  in  the  Exposition  and  see  the  great  West  while  attending 
the  Encampment,  on  the  exceedingly  low  rates  which  will  be  in  effect  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  during  the  Exposition. 

Our  Exposition  management  would  gladly  set  apart  the  days  of  your 
convention  as  special  Sons  of  Veterans'  days,  and  it  would  be  a  grand  object 
lesson,  with  its  flags,  fireworks,  illuminations  and  pariotic  addresses,  of  the 
power  of  American  patriotism,  and  would  serve  to  increase  the  reverence 
and  honor  of  the  American  people  for  the  "old  soldier  and  the  old  flag." 

Nebraska  has  as  many  patriotic  citizens  to  the  square  foot  as  any  State 
in  the  Union  and  every  one  of  them  will  enthusiastically  welcome  you  if  yon 
come  to  Omaha  in  1898.  In  extending  this  invitation  to  you  I  assure  you 
that  I  voice  not  only  the  sentiment  of  the  City  of  Omaha,  but  of  every  old 
veteran.  Son  of  a  Veteran  and  citizen  of  the  State  of  Nebraska  and  of  the 
Trans-Mississippi  region. 

There  is  also  to  be  a  gathering  of  the  G.  A.  R.  living  in  the  Trans-Miss- 
issippi States,  which  will  bring  over  10.000  old  veterans,  and  with  the  mob- 
ilization of  the  Regular  Army  and  National  Guards  we  will  have  fully  50,000 
soldiers  in  camp  at  one  time  in  our  midst. 

As  Mayor  of  Omaha  I  shall  stand  ready  to  turn  over  the  keys  of  the  city 
to  the  boys  upon  their  arrival.  Fraternally, 

FRANK  E.  MOORES, 

Mayor. 


Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition. 

Omaha,  Neb.,  September  4th,  1897. 
National  Encampment,  Sons  of  Veterans,  in  Annual  Convention  Assembled, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

Greeting  :— I  am  directed  by  the  management  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
and  International  Exposition  to  extend  to  your  society  a  cordial  invitation 
to  hold  your  annual  convention  for  1898  at  the  City  of  Omaha. 

The  Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition  is  designed  to  illus- 
trate the  products,  resources,  capabilities  and  civilization  of  the  Trans-Miss- 
issippi States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States  and  of  foreign  countries. 
It  is  proposed  that  this  Exposition  shall  be  second  only  to  the  World's  Co- 
lumbian Exposition,  held  at  Chicago  in  1893. 

The  very  low  railroad  rates  which  will  be  granted  to  visitors  to  the  Expo- 
sition will  be  available  for  the  members  of  your  society  and  will  be  of  bene- 
fit in  securing  a  large  attendance  at  your  annual  meeting. 

The  Exposition  will  open  June  1st  and  close  November  1st,  1898.  The 
management  of  the  Exposition  and  the  citizens  of  Omaha  will  use  every 
effort  to  make  your  sojourn  in  our  city  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

Trusting  that  it  may  be  your  pleasure  to  decide  to  hold  your  annual 
convention  for  1898  in  the  "  Gate  City"  during  the  Exposition  period,  I  am, 
Yours  very  truly,  JOHN  A.  WAKEFIELD,  Secretary. 


Headquarters 
Department  of  Nebraska,  G.  A.  R. 
Stanton,  Neb.,  September  6th,  1897. 
To  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

On  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Nebraska,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  extend  to  you  a  cordial  invitation  to 
hold  your  next  Annual  Encampment  in  the  City  of  Omaha,  Neb. 
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An  effort  is  being  made  to  hold  a  grand  interstate  reunion  of  the  old 
-soldiers  living  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  at  Omaha  in  1898,  and  we  will 
endeavor  to  so  time  it  that  the  Sons  of  Veterans  can  meet  with  them  at  the 
time  of  their  Encampment. 

The  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  will  be  held  at  Omaha  in  1898,  which 
will  be  second  only  to  the  World's  Fair  held  at  Chicago,  which  will  afford 
you  an  opportunity  to  witness  the  marvelous  transformation  of  the  Great 
American  Desert  to  the  Great  American  Garden. 

On  behalf  of  our  old  comrades  I  bid  you  and  all  your  friends  a  cordial 
welcome.  Whatever  is  ours  shall  be  yours,  and  our  energies  will  be  devoted 
to  making  your  meeting  with  us  both  pleasant  and  profitable — pleasaut  for 
you  and  profitable  to  us.    I  remain  yours  fraternally  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

JOHN  A.  EHRHARDT, 
Department  Commander. 


The  Commercial  Club  of  Omaha. 
Omaha,  'Neb.,  September  4,  1897. 
To  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

Greeting  :— The  Commercial  Club,  of  this  city,  by  unanimous  action, 
cordially  invites  your  worthy  organization  to  select  the  City  of  Omaha,  Neb., 
as  the  place  for  holding  your  next  annual  meeting  for  the  year  1898. 

The  membership  of  this  club  is  composed  of  all  the  business  and  profes- 
sional interests  of  this  city  of  all  classes. 

Provided  you  select  Omaha  for  your  next  meeting  place  we  will  furnish 
ample  accommodations  for  meetings,  also  guarantee  first-class  hotel  accom- 
modations at  reasonable  rates.  (The  Trans-Mississippi  and  International 
Exposition  will  be  in  operation  at  that  time,  which  Avill  be  second  only  to 
the  World's  Pair  and  will  be  an  attractive  feature  for  your  meeting).  Omaha 
is  the  central  city  of  the  United  States.  Twenty  lines  of  railway  diverge 
from  Omaha,  forming  a  direct  line  of  road  to  every  city  in  the  country. 
This  city  is  midway  on  the  shortest  trans  continental  line  between  theoceans. 
Provided  any  of  your  members  desire  to  go  farther  west  a  direct  line  of  road 
runs  from  Omaha  to  all  places  of  interest,  including  the  Black  Hills,  Yellow- 
stone Park,  Colorado,  Salt  Lake  and  California. 

The  fact  of  the  Exposition  being  in  Omaha  in  1898  will  guarantee  you 
less  passenger  rates  than  you  could  otherwise  secure. 

Again  we  urge  you  to  come  to  Omaha  in  1898.  The  freedom  of  the  city 
is  extended  to  you  and  you  will  be  entertained  by  warm  hearts  and  prodigal 
hands. 

Hoping  your  meeting  in  Indianapolis  will  be  attended  with  success,  and 
extending  to  you  our  best  wishes,  I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

J.  E.  UTT, 

Secretary  of  Omaha  Commercial  Club. 
P.  S.-We  will  also  furnish  music  for  entertainment,  etc. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Are  there  any  other  places  to  be 
placed  in  nomination  ?  If  there  are  no  others  the  Chair  will  declare  nomi- 
nations closed.  Put  in-Bay,  Denver  and  Omaha  are  before  the  Encamp- 
ment.   What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Encampment  in  regard  to  voting? 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  Mr.  Parks  overlooked 
the  question  of  hotel  rates  and  transportation.  He  requests  me  to  state 
that  the  distance  is  about  sixty  miles  from  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  there 
is  transportation  over  there  by  boat,  and  the  hotel  rates  will  be  two  and 
three  dollars  a  day  during  the  sessions  of  the  Encampment. 

F.  J.  COATES,  of  Nebraska  :  Commander,  we  will  make  the  same 
rates  at  Omaha,  or  better. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  vote  will 
be  taken  by  Divisions.    The  Chair  hears  none  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

When  the  Division  of  Ohio  was  called  : 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  we  desire  to  withdraw 
the  nomination  of  Put  in-Bay  and  move,  if  it  can  be  done  with  the  consent 
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of  Brother  Kennedy,  that  Omaha  be  selected  unanimously  as  the  place  of 
holding  the  next  annual  Encampment. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that 
Omaha  be  selected  as  the  place  of  holding  the  next  Annual  Encampment. 
This  can  only  be  done  at  this  time  by  unanimous  consent.  Is  there  objec- 
tion?  The  Chair  hears  none  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

F.  J.  COATES,  of  Nebraska  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  say  we  thank 
you  and  will  do  the  right  thing  by  you. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  What  is  the  next  will  of  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief  ? 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

DAN  S.  GARDNER,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  move  that  we  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  Commander-in-Chief. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  Adjutant  General  will  call  the 
roll  of  Divisions  for  the  nomination  of  candidates.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
Encampment  that  the  candidate  shall  simply  be  named  by  the  spokesman 
-of  the  Division  or  shall  there  be  nominating  speeches?  (Cries  of  "name 
him,"  "name  him"). 

DAN  S.  GARDNER,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  nominating 
speeches  be  limited  to  three  minutes. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  proceed 
with  the  roll-call. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :    Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

H.  T.  COOPER,  of  Tennessee:  Commander,  Alabama  and  Tennessee 
gives  way  to  Massachusetts. 

JOSEPH  B.  MA CC ABE,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander  and  brothers, 
three  minutes  is  not  enough  time  for  me  to  present  to  you  and  say  all  that 
I  desire  to  say  on  behalf  of  New  England's  Darling  candidate.  (Applause). 
But,  sir,  three  minutes  will  suffice  as  well  as  would  three  months,  because 
in  ninety  days  I  could  not  present  his  virtues,  his  goodness  of  heart,  capac- 
ity and  executive  ability  ;  I  know  whereof  I  affirm  in  that  particular,  for  I 
have  come  in  very  close  contact  with  him,  and  I  can  say  truly  and  sincerely 
that  a  more  loyal,  and  more  devoted  and  better  business  man  in  my  opinion 
does  not  exist  to-day  in  this  organization.  I  say  it  with  all  due  deference 
to  the  magnificent  brain  and  to  the  magnificent  capacity  as  demonstrated 
here  in  this  convention  this  week. 

On  behalf  of  old  rockbound  New  England,  then,  we  present  for  your 
honorable  consideration  the  name  of  the  brother  whom  we  regard  with  the 
highest  esteem  ;  and  those  who  came  in  contact  with  him  during  his  ser- 
vice as  Adjutant-General  of  this  organization  will  bear  me  out  in  the  asser- 
tion that  he  fulfilled  the  duties  attendant  uponthat  office  well  and  faithfully. 
Nothing  need  be  said  of  any  man  more  than  that.  This  he  has  done  and 
when  he  was  Adjutant-General  of  the  Order  that  was  the  highest  honor 
that  he  personally  desired  ;  but  New  England,  appreciating  that  magnifi- 
cent ability,  does  not  rest  content  with  his  modest  conception  of  his  worth 
and  his  modest  ambition  ;  we  say  to  him  you  must  go  higher  ;  you  must  do 
that  which  belongs  to  the  organization  ;  you  must  lead,  and  you  will  build 
up  this  great  pure  monument  of  patriotism  and  charity  that  indeed  we  may 
be  second  in  word  and  deed  to  the  parent  organization,  that  glorious  or- 
ganization whose  members  bared  their  breasts  to  shot  and  shell  that  Old 
Glory  might  live  and  that  the  spirit  of  disintegration  might  be  stamped 
under  loyal  feet.  We  want  him  where  he  can  meet  the  exigencies  that  may 
arise  and  lead  us  on  to  further  glory,  and  as  Abbott,  and  as  Merrill,  and  as 
Bundy  and  as  Russell  live  to-day  in  our  love,  and  live  in  the  gallery  of  our 
fame  forever,  we  want  our  loyal  Darling  to  rest  side  by  side  with  them,  so 
that  not  only  will  he  be  our  Darling,  but  your  Darling  as  well. 
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Therefore,  Commander,  on  behalf  of  old  New  England,  I  present  foi- 
your  honorable  consideration  the  name  of  Charles  Kimbal  Darling  for 
Commander-in-Chief  of  this  organization.  (Applause). 

The  Adjutant-Gfeneral  continued  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

When  tbe  Division  of  Illinois  was  called  : 

F.  L.  SHEPARD,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  rise  on  behalf  of  Illinois 
to  subscribe  to  everything  that  Past  Commander  Maccabe  has  said  in  refer- 
ence to  Brother  Darling  ;  he  has  the  respect  of  every  member  of  this  Com- 
mandery-in  Chief,  and  we  believe  that  the  principles  of  our  fraternity  have 
been  exemplified  by  him,  and  we  believe  also  that  those  principles  will  be 
furthered  by  the  election  of  Brother  Darling.  Without  taking  further  time 
the  Division  of  Illinois  takes  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Darling.  (Applause). 

When  the  Division  of  Iowa  was  called  : 

A.  T.  WILSON,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  Iowa  has  no  candidate  to  pre- 
sent. I  am  authorized  to  withdraw  the  name  of  Louis  A.  Dilley  and  second 
the  nomination  of  Charles  K.  Darling. 

When  the  Division  of  Kentucky  was  called  : 

T.  Z.  MORROW,  of  Kentucky  :  Commander,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  south  the  Kentucky  delegation  did  intend  to  present  a  name, 
for  the  south  and  of  the  south,  to  this  Encampment  for  recognition  ;  but  in 
deference  to  the  magnificent  Division  of  Massachusetts,  and  in  deference  to 
the  magnificent  caudidate  they  have  presented,  Kentucky  forgoes  her  in- 
tention to  present  a  candidate  and  desires  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Darling.  (Applause). 

A.  T.  WILSON,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  if  there  are  no  other  nomina- 
tions I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and — 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  motion  is  not  in  order  at  this 
time  ;  the  balance  of  the  Divisions  have  not  been  called. 

When  the  Division  of  Maryland  Avas  called  : 

E.  R.  CAMPBELL,  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Maryland  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of  the  son  of  the  man  who 
served  with  the  Vermont  Brigade  under  the  gallant  Stadden  and  who  was 
one  to  help  to  break  Pickett's  charge  at  Gettysburg.  I  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  Darling,  of  Massachusetts. 

When  the  Division  of  Michigan  was  called  : 

H.  E.  COWDIN,  of  Michigan  :  Commander,  Michigan  wants  the  New 
England  Darling  to  become  ours  as  well  as  theirs.  I  therefore  second  the 
nomination  of  Darling. 

When  the  Division  of  New  Jersey  was  called  : 

JESSE  R.  DUNCAN,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  New  Jersey  sec- 
onds the  nomination  of  Charles  K.  Darling. 

When  the  Division  of  New  York  was  called  : 

W.  S.  OBERDORP,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  Brother  Maccabe's 
candidate  seems  to  be  a  Darling  on  general  principles,  and  New  York  sec- 
onds the  nomination. 

When  the  Division  of  Ohio  was  called  : 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  Ohio  is  never  without  a  darl- 
ing. If  she  has  not  one  of  her  own  she  adopts  one.  Ohio  seconds  the  nomi- 
nation of  Charles  K.  Darling,  of  Massachusetts. 

When  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania  was  called  : 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  the  largest  Division 
in  the  Commandery-in  Chief  heartily  seconds  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Darling,  of  Massachusetts.  (Applause). 

When  the  Division  of  South  Dakota  was  called  : 

R.  J.  COURTNEY,  of  South  Dakota:  Commander,  as  there  are  a. 
great  many  bachelors  in  South  Dakota,  and  we  second  the  nomination  of 
the  Darling. 

When  the  Division  of  Wisconsin  was  called  : 

CHARLES  C.  TOWNSEND,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  last  but  not 
least,  Wisconsin  wishes  to  second  the  nomination  of  Charles  K.  Darling 
and  move  that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  make  his  election  unanimous. 
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H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  and  that  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  ^ast  the  entire 
vote  of  this  Commandery-in-Chief  for  Charles  K.  Darling  as  Commander- 
in-Chief  for  the  ensuiDg  year. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Out  of  courtesy,  I  trust  Brother 
Speelman  will  give  way  to  Brother  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  who  rose  to  make  a 
similar  motion  a  few  moments  ago. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :    Certainly,  Commander. 

A.  T.  WILSON,  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended and  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  cast  the  entire  vote  of 
the  Encampment  for  Charles  K.  Darling  for  Commander-in-Chief  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

T.  C.  HARTER,  of  Pennsylvania  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  and  that  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  cast  the 
vote  of  the  Encampment  for  Charles  K.  Darling  for  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Order  for  the  ensuing  year.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion 
please  rise.  Be  seated.  Those  opposed,  if  any,  will  rise.  It  is  unanimously 
carried.  The  Adjutant-General  will  cast  the  vote  of  this  Encampment  ac- 
cordingly. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL:  Commander,  I  now  cast  the  vote  of 
the  Encampment  for  Charles  K.  Darling  for  Commander-in  Chief  of  the 
Order  for  the  ensuing  year. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  Charles  K.  Darling  hav- 
ing received  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  Encampment  for  Commander  in- 
Chief  of  the  Order,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  announce  his  unanimous  election  to 
that  high  office  (applause);  and  I  designate  Past  Commanders-in  Chief 
Russell  and  Bundy  a  committee  to  escort  the  distinguished  brother  to  this 
room. 

Commander-in-Chief-eiect  Darling  entered  escorted  by  Past  Comman- 
ders-in-Chief Russell  and  Bundy. 

W.  H.  RUSSELL,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  your  committee  have  the 
honor  to  present  to  this  Encampment  Commander-in-Chief-elect  Charles 
K.  Darling. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  Brother  Darling,  the  members  of 
the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  this  Commandery-in-Chief  have  seen 
fit  to  bestow  upon  you  the  extraordinary  honor  of  a  unanimous  election, 
practically. by  acclamation.  I  desire  to  say  that  it  is  creditable  alike  to  the 
Com  mandery-in  Chief  and  to  yourself.    1  congratulate  yon,  sir. 

(Applause  and  cries  of  "Darling,"  "Darling,"  "speech,"  "speech"). 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  ELECT  DARLING:  Commander-in-Chief 
and  brothers  of  this  Cominandery,  for  the  great  honor  which  you  have  con- 
ferred upon  me,  and  for  the  manner  of  its  bestowal,  I  return  my  heartfelt 
and  sincere  thanks.  I  trust  I  appreciate  the  responsibility  which  it  brings, 
and  I  trust  also  that  I  know  what  it  ought  to  mean  to  disappoint  the  ex- 
pectations of  a  body  of  men  such  as  I  see  before  me,  or  the  great  body  of 
the  membership  of  the  Order  at  large,  by  failure  in  the  performance  of  my 
duty  in  any  respect,  through  lack  of  knowledge  or  zeal,  in  your  behalf.  I 
pledge  you  the  earnest  and  honest  effort  of  my  life  in  your  service.  We 
have  a  great  and  noble  organization,  one  that  is  not  only  laden  with  all 
that  is  best  and  highest  and  noblest  in  this  country  of  ours,  and  in  the  ap- 
preciation of  the  service  of  those  who  fought  in  her  defense,  but  also  an 
Order  which  has  a  history  and  traditions  of  its  own,  so  that  to  thousands  of 
young  men  throughout  this  land  it  is  the  brightest  and  happiest  memory 
of  the  years  of  their  later  boyhood,  or  earlier  and  later  manhood. 

Such  an  organization  as  this  must  not  and  shall  not  be  permitted  to  go 
down.  I  wish  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  point  the  membership  of  this  Order 
to  the  body  which  has  been  assembled  here  during  the  past  few  days.  I 
wish  I  had  it  further  in  my  power  to  appoint  every  member  of  this  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief and  aid  with  power  to  go  out  into  his  own  Division  and 
work  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Order,  but  such  is,  perhaps,  not  practicable. 
I  do,  however,  ask  one  thing  at  your  hands,  and  that  is  that  when  we  take 
back  to  Boston  the  Headquarters  of  the  Commandery,  that  it  shall  not  be 


220 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


with  a  feeling  of.  loneliness  or  lonesouieness,  as  we  open  up  our  Headquar- 
ters, but  that  we  may  throughout  the  year  hear  from  you  and  hear  from  you 
often  ;  that  we  may  have  good  counsels  as  well  as  bad  news.  That  from 
certain  Divisions  in  this  Order  the  only  communications  which  come  may 
not  be  the  quarterly  reports,  or  excuses  for  not  sending  them,  or  a  request 
for  some  decision,  or  some  opinion  ;  but  that  we  may  throughout  the  year 
be  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  various  Divisions  of  the  Order.  I  did  not 
intend  at  this  time  to  make  an  extended  speech.  I  only  ask  you  for  your 
kind  consideration  during  the  year,  and  your  earnest  co-operation  in  all 
that  we  may  endeavor  to  do  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  organization.  I 
thank  you.  (Applause). 

ELECTION  OP  SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  Nomination  of  candidates  for  Senior 
Vice-Commander  in-Chief  is  now  in  order.  The  Adjutant-General  will  call 
the  roll  of  Divisions. 

THE  ADJUTANT -GENERAL  :    "Alabama  and  Tennessee." 
H.  T.  COOPER,  of  Tennessee  :    Commander,  Alabama  and  Tennessee 
gives  way  to  Illinois. 

GEORGE  B.  ABBOTT,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  wish  to  be  as  brief 
as  possible  ;  Illinois  has  the  pleasure  of  presenting  a  brother  for  the  honor- 
able position  of  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief.  I  shall  name  for  that  office  a  brother  who  has  been  known  through 
the  west  as  one  of  the  hardest  workers,  one  of  the  war  horses  in  the  work 
for  the  preservation  and  extension  of  the  Order.  By  his  efforts  he  has  made 
the  Division  of  Michigan  one  of  the  leading  Divisions  of  the  Order.  At  a 
time  when  his  Division,  perhaps  owing  to  sickness  of  his  own,  or  inability 
of  Division  officers,  or  want  of  enthusiasm,  was  not  up  to  its  previous 
standard,  he  took  to  the  Camps  and  worked  with  the  rank  and  file  and  built 
up  his  Division,  and  within  the  last  six  months  worked  up  the  enthusiasm 
in  that  Division  until  its  membership  has  been  nearly  doubled. 

This  brother  is  distinguished  both  in  a  military  and  a  civic  way.  There 
is  scarcely  one  of  his  brothers  who  does  not  know  him  as  well  in  some  other 
capacity.  He  is  fitted  to  fill  any  position  in  the  gift  of  this  Order.  I  do  not 
wish  to  refer  to  my  personul  knowledge,  but  1  wish  to  say  to  you  that  at 
the  time  of  the  National  Encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R.  met  at  Milwaukee, 
and  at  other  times,  when  I  desired  the  assistance  of  a  particularly  able  mili- 
tary brother  to  bring  in  his  Camp  or  his  company,  and  put  up  an  exhibition 
drill,  or  for  any  purpose  of  that  kind,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Commaudery-in- 
Chief,  I  found  the  right  man  in  Brother  Cogshall.  He  has  marched  his 
command  many  hundred  miles  in  various  directions  for  our  benefit  and  the 
benefit  of  the  organization,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  eminently  fitting  at  this  time 
that  we  elevate  to  the  position  of  Senior  Vice-Corn mander-in-Chief  George 
E.  Cogshall,  of  the  Division  of  Michigan. 

The  Adjutant-General  concluded  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  Adjutant- 
General  be  authorized  to  cast  the  vote  of  this  Commandery-in-Chief  for 
Brother  Cogshall  as  Senior  Vice-Commander. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  The  rules  must  be  suspended.  If 
there  is  no  objection  I  will  consider  the  motion  as  made  in  that  way.  Those 
who  are  in  favor  of  it  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  sign  of  the  Order.  Those 
opposed,  if  any,  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  carried  unanimously,  and 
the  Adjutant-General  will  cast  the  vote  of  the  Coinmandery  for  Brother 
Cogshall  for  Senior  Vice  Commauder-in-Chief. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Commander,  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  is  cast  for  George  E.  Cogshall  for  Senior  Vice 
Commander-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing  year. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  Is  Brother  Cogshall  present  ?  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  you,  Brother  Cogshall,  that  you  have  been 
selected  for  this  high  office  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  Encampment.  I 
congratulate  you.    Do  you  accept  the  office  ? 

SENIOR  VICE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF-ELECT  COGSHALL: 
Commander  and  brothers,  it  gives  me  pleasure  at  this  time  to  accept  this 
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high  office  tendered  to  me  as  you  have  to-day.  It  is  an  honor  that  any  man 
may  well  be  proud  of  to  have  any  office  tendered  to  him  at  the  hands  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  of  the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  it  is  a  pleasure 
which  I  will  carry  home  with  me,  and  it  will  be  my  effort  to  do  all  that  I  can 
to  uphold  this  Order  through  the  coming  year. 

H.  V.  SPEELMAN,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  further 
calling  of  the  roll  for  nominations  be  dispensed  with. 

TEE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  That  will  be  taken  by  consent,  if 
there  is  no  objection.  We  will  now  proceed  to  the  nomination  and  election 
of  Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief. 

ELECTION  OF  JUNIOR  VICE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF.  of  New  York  :  Commander,  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  Divisions 
in  this  Order  in  presenting  a  candidate  for  your  consideration  at  this  time. 
We  all  appreciate  the  royal  hospitality  that  has  been  showered  upon  us  by 
the  city  of  Indianapolis  and  by  the  Division  of  Indiana.  Never  within  my 
knowledge  have  we  been  so  lavishly  entertained.  Never  within  my 
knowledge  have  the  arrangements  been  so  complete,  so  perfect,  and  has 
such  a  high  standard  been  set  for  us  to  rally  round  in  the  future.  In  fact 
there  is  only  one  thing  left,  after  the  resolutions  that  have  been  adopted, 
which  we  can  do  to  convey  a  sense  of  our  gratitude,  and  that  1  am  certain 
this  Commandery  will  be  only  too  glad  to  sanction,  and  that  is  to  elect  the 
candidate  that  I  shall  name.  The  hospitality  of  Indiana  has  been  such, 
the  hospitality  of  Indianapolis  has  been  such  that  we  can  safely  carry  in  our 
hearts  that  little  couplet  : 

"  Come  in  the  night-time,  come  in  the  morning, 
Come  when  looked  for,  come  without  warning  ; 
Comfort  and  cheer  you  will  find  here  before  you, 
And  the  oftener  you  come  the  more  we'll  adore  you." 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure,  Commander,  to  present  the  name  of  James 
W.  Noel,  in  behalf  of  the  Division  of  Indiana,  for  Junior  Vice  Commander- 
in-Chief  (applause),  and  if  there  be  no  other  nominations,  I  move  you  that 
the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  cast  the  vote  of  this  Encampment 
for  James  W.  Noel  for  Junior  Vice  Commander-in  Chief. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  it  is  moved  and  seconded 
that,  the  rules  be  suspended  and  that  the  Adjutant  General  cast  the  vote  of 
the  Encampment  for  James  W.  Noel,  of  Indiana,  for  Junior  Vice  Com- 
mander-in Chief  for  the  ensuing  year.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so 
signify  by  the  usual  show  of  the  Order.  Those  opposed,  if  any,  the  tame 
sign.    The  motion  is  unanimously  agreed  to. 

THE  ADJUTANT  GENEKAL  :  Commander,  by  direction  of  the  En- 
campment, I  cast  its  entiie  vote  for  James  W.  Noel,  of  Indiana,  for  Junior 
Vice  Commander  in-Chief  of  the  Order  for  the  ensuing  year. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF  :  Is  Brother  Noel  present  ?  Brother 
Noel,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  announce  your  unanimous  election  to  this  im- 
portant office.    Do  you  accept  ? 

JAMES  W.  NOEL,  of  Indiana:  Commander,  the  Division  of  Indiana, 
after  ibe  Encampment  passed  the  resolution,  decided  that  the  Indiana  Di- 
vision would  not  present  a  candidate  to  the  Commandery- in-Chief  for  elec- 
tion to  any  office.  It  was  the  intent  that  the  hospitality  of  Indiana  should 
be  free  and  that  we  should  invite  no  compensation  or  recognition  for  it.  I 
will  say  to  the  brothers  that  I  thank  you  in  behalf  of  the  Indiana  Division 
for  this  compliment  which  has  come  without  seeking;  it  gives  us  the  feel- 
ing that  we  have  done  our  duty  in  a  respectable  manner  at  least  I  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  this  Order  for  the  compliment  that  is  conferred 
upon  me  as  a  representative  of  the  magnificent  Division  to  which  I  belong, 
and  1  will  say  to  you  that  I  will  try  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  perform  any 
duty  that  may  be  assigned  me  officially  for  this  Order.  (Applause). 

ELECTION  OF  COUNCIL  IN  CHIEF. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN  CHIEF  :  The  Encampment  of  the  Comman- 
dery in-Chief  is  now  ready  to  enter  upon  the  nomination  and  election  of 
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three  members  of  the  Council-in-Chief,  and  for  that  purpose  I  recognize 
Brother  Bolton,  of  Massachusetts. 

F.  E.  BOLTON,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  be  very 
brief,  but  not  the  less  earnest,  when  I  say  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  and 
gratification  at  this  particular  time,  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the 
organization  for  many  years,  to  move  that  the  Commander-in  Chief  desig- 
nate some  one  to  cast  the  ballot  of  this  Encampment  for  Horace  H. 
Hammer  for  the  first  member  of  the  Council-in-Chief. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  it  affords  the  Ohio  Di- 
vision great  pleasure  to  second  that  motion. 

WILLIAM  Gr.  DUSTIN,  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  Illinois  takes  pleas- 
ure also  in  seconding  that  motion. 

L.  W.  KENNEDY,  of  Colorado  :  Commander,  Colorado  also  seconds 
the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  It  has  been  moved  and  numerously 
seconded  that  the  Chair  designate  some  one  to  cast  the  ballot  of  the  En- 
campment for  Adjutant-General  Horace  H.  Hammer  for  member  of  the 
Council  in- Chief  for  the  ensuing  year.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so 
signify  by  the  usual  show  of  the  Order.  The  motion  is  carried  unanimously. 
The  Chair  will  designate  for  that  purpose  Brother  Bolton,  of  Massachusetts. 

F.  E.  BOLTON,  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  announce 
by  authority  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  that  the  unanimous  ballot  of  this 
Encampment  is  cast  for  Horace  H.  Hammer  for  member  of  the  Council-in- 
Chief  for  the  ensuing  year. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  announcement  is  made  that 
Brother  Hammer  has  been  elected  unanimously  as  member  to  the  Council- 
in-Chief.    Brother  Hammer,  do  you  accept  the  office  ? 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL  HAMMER:  I  do,  Commander,  and  return 
my  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me. 

REGRETS  OF  GOVERNOR  MOUNT. 

CHARLES  A.  BOOKWALTER,  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  desire  to 
convey  to  the  Commandery  in-Chief  the  greetings  and  regrets  of  Hon. 
James  A.  Mount,  Governor  of  this  State,  who  had  promised  the  committee 
that  he  would  visit  the  Commandery  this  morning.  Unforseen  business 
rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  be  with  us  this  morning  ;  he  has  been 
called  from  his  office  by  an  engagement  that  would  not  allow  any  delay.  He 
wished  me  to  say  to  you  that  as  a  soldier — and  he  was  a  gallant  soldier,  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  72d  Indiana  and  part  of  that  most  famous  brigade  of 
Wilder,  the  Iron  Brigade — he  wished  me  to  say  to  you  that,  as  a  soldier  and 
comrade  of  your  fathers,  he  wanted  you  to  understand  that  at  all  times  and 
upon  all  occasions  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  this  nation  would  find  in  him  a 
friend  upon  whom  they  could  call  for  any  service.  He  further  said,  Mr. 
Commander,  that  he  wished  to  convey  to  the  brothers  of  this  Order  his 
thanks  for  the  magnificent  manner  in  which  you  have  shown  your  appreci- 
ation of  the  tender  of  this  building.  He  said  that  he  wished  also  to  say  to 
you  that,  if  in  the  future  any  of  you  should  again  come  to  the  capital  city  of 
Indiana,  he  would  be  pleased  to  have  you  call  upon  him  in  the  executive 
chamber. 

Commander  and  brothers,  this  is  the  last  announcement  that  the  local 
committee  will  have  to  make,  and  we  bid  you  good-by. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  Brother  Bookwalter,  I  am  sure  that 
we  appreciate  thoroughly  the  distinguished  consideration  of  the  Governor 
of  the  great  State  of  Indiana.  Our  greatest  regret  is  that  he  has  been  un- 
able to  attend  these  sessions. 

Nomination  and  election  of  the  additional  members  of  the  Council-in- 
Chief  is  in  order. 

ELECTION  OF  COUNCIL-IN  CHIEF  RESUMED. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  rise  to  nominate  for  the  second  place  on  the  Council-in  Chief  a  brother 
who  has  proved  his  ability  not  only  in  the  private  walks  of  life,  but  in  the 
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affairs  of  this  great  body  ;  he  has  already  served  you  in  several  capacities 
and  his  ability  is  known.  An  enlargement  upon  those  abilities  would  only 
consume  time  and  not  make  them  shine  more  brightly.  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  place  in  nomination  for  the  second  place  Gen.  Borin,  of  Kansas, 
and  I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  cast  the 
vote  of  this  Encampment  for  Gen.  Borin  for  second  position  in  the  Council- 
in-Chief.  (Applause). 

HOWARD  B.  GREEN,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

THE  COMMANDER- IN  GHIEF  :  Brother  Borin  is  nominated  for  the 
second  member  of  the  Council-in  Chief,  and  it  is  moved  and  seconded  that 
the  Adjutant-General  cast  the  vote  of  the  Encampment  for  his  election.  As 
many  as  are  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign 
of  the  Order. 

Those  opposed,  if  any,  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  agreed  to  unani- 
mously. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Commander,  by  the  authority  of  the 
Encampment,  I  hereby  cast  its  entire  vote  for  Brother  Borin  as  a  member 
of  the  Council-in  Chief  for  the  ensuing  year. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  Brother  Borin,  it  is  my  pleasure  to 
announce  that  you  have  been  elected  by  the  Encampment  for  the  second 
time  to  serve  upon  the  Council  in-Chief,  an  honor  which  you  must  appre- 
ciate as  highly  as  those  do  who  have  bestowed  it  upon  you.  Do  you  accept 
the  office  ? 

C.  BORIN,  of  Kansas  :  Commander-in-Chief  and  brothers,  I  desire  at 
this  time  to  extend  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consider- 
ation.   I  thank  you  for  the  election  and  the  manner  of  it. 

W.  Y.  MORGAN,  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  present  in  the 
name  of  Kansas  and  in  the  name  of  the  great  Division  of  Minnesota,  the 
name  of  J.  E.  Haycraft,  one  of  the  best  workers  in  the  great  northwest,  as 
a  candidate  for  member  of  the  Council-in-Chief,  and  if  there  are  no  other 
nominations  I  move  that  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed,  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  Encampment  for  Brother  Hay- 
craft. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  and  the  Adjutant  General  cast  the  vote  of  the  Encamp- 
ment for  Brother  Haycraft  as  a  member  of  the  Council-in  Chief.  Those  in 
favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order. 
Down  hands.    Those  opposed  the  same  sign.    The  motion  is  agreed  to. 

THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  :  Commander,  in  obedience  to  the  vote 
just  taken,  I  cast  the  entire  vote  of  the  Commandery  for  Brother  Haycraft's 
election  as  a  member  of  the  Council-in-Chief. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brother  Haycraft,  it  is  my  pleasure 
to  inform  you  that  you  are  unanimously  elected  a  member  of  the  Council- 
in-Chief.    Do  you  accept  ? 

J.  E.  HAYCRAFT,  of  Minnesota  :  I  do,  Commander,  and  I  thank  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  for  the  great  honor. 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  The  election  of  officers  being  com- 
pleted the  final  order  of  business  is  the  installation  of  the  officers-elect.  The 
Chair  will  designate  the  Inspector-General  to  attend  to  that  pleasant  duty. 
I  do  it  for  the  reason  that  I  am  suffering  from  a  throat  affection  and  desire 
to  give  it  as  much  rest  as  I  can. 

I  thank  you  all  for  your  consideration  and  esteem  and  for  the  perfect 
order  that  you  have  kept  most  of  the  time.    (Laughter  and  applause). 

THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL:  I  would  ask  Brother  Parkinson,  of 
New  York,  to  act  as  Inspector-General  during  the  installation  service. 

The  newly  elected  officers  of  the  Commandery-in  Chief,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  were  duly  installed  and  conducted  to  their 
stations  in  the  Encampment  room. 
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INSTALLING  OFFICER  SPINK:  Oornmander-in-Chief-elecfc  Dar- 
ling. I  will  now  call  upon  you  to  announce  your  staff. 

Commander-in-Chief-elect  Darling  announced  his  staff  appointments- 
as  follows : 

Adjutant-General,  Fred  E.  Bolton,  of  Massachusetts. 
Inspector  General,  J.  Frank  Durston,  of  New  York. 
Judge-Advocate  General,  Edward  K.  Gould,  of  Maine. 
Surgeon-General,  Dan  S.  Gardner,  of  Ohio. 

Chaplain-in-Chief,  Harry  J.  Venzey,  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  and  staff,  with  the  exception  of  Judge-Advo- 
cate-General Edward  K.  Gould,  of  Maine,  were  duly  installed. 

Commander-in-Chief  Darling  assumed  command  and  the  newly  installed 
officers  were  conducted  to  their  proper  stations  in  the  Encampment. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  DARLING:  Judge-Advocate-General  Ed- 
ward K.  Gould,  of  Maine,  will  be  installed  hereafter.  Brothers,  what  is  the 
further  pleasure  of  the  Encampment  ? 

PRESENTATION  OF  PORTRAIT  OF  PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

RAKE. 

R.  M.  J.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  as  a  representative  of 
the  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  I  desire  to  say  that  there  has  never  been  any- 
thing that  has  ever  come  to  Pennsylvania  that  gave  us  more  unalloyed 
pleasure  than  the  fact  that  last  year  you  honored  us  by  choosing  one  of  our 
number  for  Commander-in-Chief.  We  believe  that  the  history  of  this  Or- 
der will  warrant  us  in  saying  that  there  was  no  deception  practiced  upon 
you,  and  that  he  did  make  good  by  honorable  and  fair  dealing  all  the  prom- 
ises we  made  in  bis  behalf,  and  that  as  Commander-in-Chief  he  has  striven 
to  do  everything  in  his  power  for  the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of  this  or- 
ganization. I  do  not  propose  to  make  a  speech,  but  I  am  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  performing  a  pleasant  duty,  and  that  is  to  present  a  portrait  of  Past 
Commander-in-Chief  Rake  to  this  Coin  in  and  ery- in  Chief  (applause)  ;  that 
portrait  has  peculiar  significance  to  the  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Divi- 
sion, as  well  as  to  the  members  of  the  Commandery  in-Chief.  Every  por- 
tion of  that  portrait  is  the  work  of  a  Son  of  a  Veteran,  from  the  frame  to 
the  painting,  and  it  is  presented  by  Pennsylvania  as  her  tribute  to  her  Past 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  we  hope  that  it  will  be  placed  upon  the  walls  of 
Headquarters  along  with  the  illustrious  predecessors  of  Past  Commander- 
in  Chief  James  Lewis  Rake.  I  give  it  on  behalf  of  the  Division  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

gjj^  PRESENTATION  OF  JEWEL. 

And  now,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Rake,  a  word  to  you.  Tour  friends 
and  brothers,  not  only  appreciating  your  magnificent  work  in  the  past  in 
the  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  but  as  Commander  in- Chief  of  the  Command- 
ery-in  Chief  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  have  prepared  for  you  this  memento  of 
their  affection  and  regard  for  you.  It  is  the  designation  of  your  past  rank, 
made  brilliant  not  only  by  the  adornment  on  the  badge,  but  by  the  service 
that  you  have  rendered  to  this  Commandery-in  Chief.  As  such  they  give 
it  to  you  with  their  best  wishes,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  sentiment  of  every 
member  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  in  the  United  States  when  I  say  I 
hope  there  will  not  be  a  year  in  the  long  future  that  we  will  be  debarred  of 
the  pleasure  of  having  you  with  us  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Command- 
ery-in Chief.  Take  this  badge  with  the  blessing  and  the  best  wishes  of  every 
member  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  (Applause). 

PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  RAKE:  Major  Reed,  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  members  of  this  Commandery  :  While  the  presentation  of  a 
mark  is  not  entirely  a  surprise  to  the  retiring  Commander-in  Chief,  1  desire 
to  say  to  you  that  1  am  surprised  at  the  magnificence  of  the  gift.  I  do  not 
propose  at  this  time  to  detain  you  with  any  speech  making  for  I  am  suffer- 
ing with  quite  a  bad  throat.  I  simply  have  to  say  to  you.  as  1  have  hereto- 
fore said,  that  I  have  endeavored  during  the  year  to  administer  the  office 
of  Commander  without  fear  or  favor  to  anyone. 

Forgetting  that  there  was  any  clash  at  any  time  in  this  organization  I 
will  leave  the  office  endeavoring  to  maintain  your  esteem,  and  if  I  succeed 
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in  doing  that  it  will  repay  me  for  many  years'  of  service  in  this  organization. 
I  will  promise  you  that  if  alive  and  well  I  will  be  with  you  at  each  recurring 
Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief ;  and  whilst  I  to-day  join  that 
fossilized  gang  of  "has-beens"  I  warrant  you  we  will  make  ourselves  heard 
in  a  few  years,  for  I  anticipate  that  as  you  go  on  graduating  Past  Com- 
manders-in-Chief we  will  soon  get  to  the  point  where  we  can  outvote  you 
on  any  question  in  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and  in  that  way  we  will  once 
more  get  back  into  the  active  deliberations  of  this  body.  I  thank  you  in- 
deed. (Applause). 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  I  will  call  upon  Past  Commander- 
in-Chief  Bundy  to  accept  on  behalf  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  the  por- 
trait of  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Rake. 

WILLIAM  E.  BUNDY,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  only  object  to  one  re- 
mark that  has  been  made,  and  that  is  the  extreme  modesty  of  Brother 
Rake  when  he  denominated  the  rest  of  us  as  a  "  fossilized  gang."  I  know 
that  Brother  Rake  will  do  like  most  of  the  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  of 
this  Order,  and  that  is  the  highest  encomium  you  can  place  upon  him — he 
will  go  right  back  where  he  started  from  and  be  an  active  participant  in 
Camp  work.  (Applause). 

I  consider  it  an  especial  honor,  knowing  his  record  as  I  have  known  it, 
having  studied  it  for  the  last  twelve  years,  to  be  called  upon  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief to  accept  this  photograph  which  is  to  be  placed  in  the  pic- 
ture gallery  at  Headquarters.  We  knew  what  we  were  doing  when  we 
elected  him.  We  know  he  has  made  a  magnificent  and  conscientious  rec- 
ord ;  that  everything  he  has  done,  and  everything  he  has  said,  has  been 
done  and  inspired  with  the  sole  view  of  performing  his  duty,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans of  the  United  States  of  America.  And  so  I  say  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief to  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  the  largest  one  in  the 
Order,  and  in  some  respects  the  grandest,  that  we  thank  you  for  this  pres- 
entation, and  we  know  that  so  long  as  that  picture  may  hang  in  Headquar- 
ters—and that  will  be  as  long  as  this  Order  shall  exist — that  no  one  will  ever 
have  cause  to  blush  for  shame  that  the  Sons  of  Veterans  once  had  a  Com- 
mander-in-Chief known  as  James  Lewis  Rake.  We  thank  you  not  only  for 
this  presentation,  not  only  for  this  picture,  but  we  thank  you  for  the  man 
himself.  (Applause). 

THANKS  TO  THE  INSTALLING  OFFICER. 

E.  W.  YOUNG,  of  Washington  :  Commander,  I  think  it  would  be 
proper  at  this  time  that  this  Encampment  express  their  appreciation  of  the 
services  of  Past  Inspector-General  Spink  as  Installing  Officer.  I  make  that 
motion. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
-thanks  of  the  Encampment  be  tendered  to  Past  Inspector-General  Spink 
for  his  services  as  Installing  Officer.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  make 
it  manifest  by  rising.  Those  opposed  will  now  rise.  The  motion  is  unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

MINUTES  OF  THE  STENOGRAPHER  APPROVED. 

W.  S.  OBERDORF,  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  min- 
utes of  the  stenographer  be  approved  as  the  official  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  Encampment. 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER  IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  it  is  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  minutes  of  the  stenographer  be  approved  as  the  official  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  Encampment.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
make  it  manifest  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands. 
Those  opposed  the  same  sign.    It  is  a  vote,  and  it  is  carried. 
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THANKS  TO  THE  COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF. 

WALTER  E.  DUNCAN,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  I  think  it 
would  be  in  order  to  give  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  our  past  Council-in- 
Chief,  for  their  work  has  been  very  laborious,  and  they  have  discharged  it 
with  great  faithfulness.    I  make  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

THE  COJMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  Brothers,  it  is  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  thanks  of  the  Encampment  be  voted  the  Past  Council-in-Chief  for 
their  faithful  service  in  that  capacity.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
make  it  manifest  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Those  opposed 
the  same  sign.    The  motion  is  carried  unanimously. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN  :  Commander,  I 
desire  to  request  through  you  that  the  new  Council-in-Chief  meet  at  Room 
27,  Denison  Hotel,  at  three  o'clock. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIFF  :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  state- 
ment of  the  Quartermaster-General.  Is  there  any  further  business  to  come 
before  the  Encampment  ? 

E.  H.  ARCHER,  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  Encampment 
do  now  adjourn  sine  die. 

A.  T.  WILSON,  of  Iowa  :    Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  do  now  ad- 
journ sine  die.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  make  it  manifest  by  the 
usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The  motion 
is  carried. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  cnme  before  this  Encampment,  and 
the  motion  to  adjourn  sine  die  being  carried,  we  will  now  procceed  to  close 
in  regular  form. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  then  closed  the  Encampment  in  due  form. 


Reading,  Pa.,  October  25th,  1897. 
The  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  record  and  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Sixteenth  (16th)  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  held  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  State 
Capitol,  Indianopolis,  Indiana,  September  9th,  10th,  11th,  A.  D.  1897. 

J.  L.  RAKE, 

Attest :  Past  Commander-in-Chief. 

H.  H.  Hammer, 

Past  Adjutant-General. 


RECORD  OK  ROLL  CALLS 

...OF  THE... 

Sixteenth  *  Annual  *  Encampment, 

OF  THE  COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF,  S.  V '.,  U.  S.  A. 

The  following  shows  the  members  of  the  Encampment  answering  roll  call: 
P,  present.    A,  absent. 
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COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF  OFFICERS. 


Commander-in-Chief,  James  Lewis  Rake  

S.  V.  Commander-in-Chief,  Leo  W.  Kennedy. 

J.  V.  Commander-in-Chief,  R.  M.  Buckley  

Adjutant  General,  Horace  H.  Hammer  

Quartermaster-General,  Rudolp  Loebenstein. 

Inspector  General,  Arthur  B.  Spink  

Judge  Advocate-General,  John  Redmond. .  . . 

Surgeon-General,  J.  A.  Mabbs,  M.  D  

Chaplain-in-Chief,  Rev.  S.  Light  

(C.  Borin  


Council-in-Chief, 


P.  W.  Myers. 
(J.  H.  Hei  ne. 


PAST  COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 

Prank  P.  Merrill  

A.  P.  Davis  

Walter  S.  Payne  

George  B.  Abbott  

Charles  F.  Griffin  

Joseph  B.  Maccabe  

William  E.  Bundy  

William  H.  Russell  


PAST  GRAND  DIVISION  COMMANDER. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  


CONSTITUTIONAL  LIFE  MEMBER. 

William  Luther  Davis  


ALABAMA  AND  TENNESSEE. 

Commander,  L.  W.  Friedman  

Past  Division  Commanders,         £  fSTzey  !"!' 

Delegate-at-large,  H.  T.  Cooper  

Delegate,  J.  J.  Straub  


COLORADO. 

Delegate-at-Large,  George  L.  Hodges  

CONNECTICUT. 

Commander,  W.  W.  Wheeler  

Past  Division  Commander,  George  E.  Cox  

Delegate-at-Large,  Fred  G.  Pool  ,  

ILLINOIS. 

Commander,  C.  R.  Clark  

f  C.  T.  Orner  

Past  Division  Commanders,  gvfnk^Shepard.' 

[  William  G.  Dustin. 
Delegate-at-Large,  George  B.  Holmes..  •   
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Illinois — Continued. 
(M.  N.  Baldwin  


Delegates,  -  W.  T.  Church  

(C.  T.  Spackman  

INDIANA. 

Commander,  R.  S.  Thompson  

f  John  E.  Edmonson  

j  George  C.  Harvey  

Past  Division  Commanders,    ^1"  W'TN^n. 

'    JNewton  J.  McGune   ... 

Frank  Martin  

(  Win.  H.  Armstrong  

Delegate-at-Large,  Horace  C.  Stillwell  

Delegates,  {i^^^-istian \  \  \ '. '. ". '. '. '.  \ WWW '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. ". '. '. '. .' 
Substitute  Delegate  in  place  of  W.  H.  Case,  James  W.  Noel 

IOWA. 

Commander,  A.  T.  Wilson. 


Past  Division  Commanders,  J ^ewis  A.  Dilley. 

'  i  A.  Li.  Sorter. . .  . 

Delegate-at-Large,  B.  C.  Weintgarter*  

fW.  W.  Bisby  

Delegates,  <H.  C.  Ring  

(Henry  Speelmanf  


KANSAS. 

Commander,  W.  P.  Feder  

Past  Division  Commander,  W.  Y.  Morgan. 
Alternate,  E.  E.  Beard  


KENTUCKY. 


Commander,  T.  Z.  Morrow,  Jr  

(  George  H.  Capito. 

Past  Division  Commanders,  \       ^'  Sg^n 

(-B.  F.  McClelland.'. 

Delegate-at-Large,  Thomas  T.  Fogle  

Alternate,  Joseph  F.  Biggs  


MAINE. 

Commander,  Arthur  M.  Soule  

Delegate,  George  W.  Gragg.  


MARYLAND. 

Commander,  Edward  K.  DePuy  

Past  Division  Commander,  E.  R.  Campbell. 

Delegate  at- Large,  W.  Harry  White  

Delegate,  Charles  S.  Davis  %  


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Commander,  Orange  H.  Cook  

Nathan  C.  Upham. . 
William  A.  Stevens. 

Past  Division  Commanders^ 

|  Fred  E.  Bolton  

[  Harry  D.  Sisfon  
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*  Substituted  for  James  E.  Whipple,    t  Substitute.    J  Substitute. 
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Massachusetts — Continued. 

Delegate-at-Large,  William  R.  Waterman  

(A.  A.  Tilden  

Delegates,  -  Thomas  J.  Harmon  

(O.  F.  O'Brien  

f  C.  D.  Rooney  

|  L.  C.  Couch  

Alternates,  \  H.  E.  Morse  

|  Benjamin  A.  Harris  

[Edward  H.  Lounsbury  

MICHIGAN. 

Commander,  H.  E.  Cowdin  

Delegate-at-Large,  George  E.  Cogshall  

Delegate,  H.  O.  Herrick  

Alternate,  C.  J.  Post  

MINNESOTA. 

Delegate  at-Large,  D.  W.  Bevers  

Delegate,  J.  E.  Haycraft  

MISSOURI. 
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Delegates, 
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*  Substitute. 
^Substitute. 
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MONDAY  — MORNING  SESSION. 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Sept.  12,  1898. 
The  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-iu- 
Chief,   Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  convened  in  Creighton  Hall  at 
11  o'clock  a.m.,  with  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  Cogshall  in 
command. 

ENCAMPMENT  CALLED   TO  ORDEK. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  officers  and  members  of  the 
Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Com mandery-in- Chief,  Sons 
of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  will  now  come  to  order. 

The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll  of  the  officers  of  this 
Encampment. 

ROLL-CALL  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  officers  and  the  following 
officers  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  answered  to  their  names  :  — 

Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  George  E.  Cogshall. 
Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  James  W.  Noel. 
Council-in-Chief ,  H.  H.  Hammer,  C.  Borin,  J.  E.  Haycraft. 
Adjutant-General,  Fred  E.  Bolton. 
Quartermaster-Genera],  R.  Loebenstein. 
Inspector-General,  J.  Frank  Durston. 
Judge  Advocate-General,  Edward  K.  Gould. 
Surgeon-General,  Dr.  Dau  S.  Gardner. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Thomas  J.  Hannon. 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  Fred  J.  San  ford. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  would  like  to 
explain  that  Major  Darling,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  organization, 
is  at  present  in  the  service  of  the  Government  with  his  regiment  at 
Porto  Rico,  and  is  unable  to  be  present  for  that  reason.  [Applause, 
and  three  cheers  for  Commander-in-Chief  Charles  K.  Darling.] 

That  concludes  the  roll-call  of  officers  of  the  Encampment. 

ROLL-CALL   OF  PAST  COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF,  ETC. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  now  call 
the  roll  of  Past  Commanders-in-Chief,  Past  Grand  Division  Commanders, 
and  Constitutional  Life  Members  of  the  Encampment. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  Past  Commanders-in- 
Chief,  Past  Grand  Division  Commanders,  and  Constitutional  Life 
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Members  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and  the  following  brothers 
answered  to  their  names  :  — 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  A.  P.  Davis,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  George  B.  Abbott,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  William  E.  Bund}',  Cincinnati,  0. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  William  H.  Russell,  LaCrosse,  Kan. 
Past  Grand  Division  Commander  R.  M.  J.  Peed,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  ACTING  CHAPLAIN-IN-CIIIEF. 

The  Adjutant-General:  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  have  to  report 
all  the  officers  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  present,  except  the  Chap- 
lain-in-Chief ,  Harry  L.  Veaze}'. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  The  Chair  will  appoint  Past  Com- 
mander William  G.  Dustin  of  the  Illinois  Division,  Acting  Chaplain-in- 
Chief.    Brother  Dustin  will  officiate  as  Chaplain-in-Chief . 

Brother  Dustin  took  the  station  and  assumed  the  duties  of  Chap- 
lain-in-Chief. 

The  Senior  Vice- Commander  :  Are  there  any  honorably  discharged 
soldiers,  sailors  or  marines  of  the  war  of  1861-65  present  who  have 
not  been  obligated?  If  so,  the  Inspector-General  will  conduct  them 
to  the  altar.  If  there  are  any  such  they  will  please  rise.  There 
appear  to  be  none. 

The  Encampment  was  then  opened  in  due  form. 

The  Senior  Vice- Commander  :  Now  by  Arirtue  of  the  power  and 
authorit}'  invested  in  me,  I  hereby  declare  the  Seventeenth  Annual  En- 
campment of  the  Commaudery-iu-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A., 
open  for  the  transaction  of  such  business  as  may  legally  and  properly 
come  before  it.  The  Camp  Guard  will  admit  all  brothers  qualified  to 
enter. 

I  am  reminded  that  I  have  neglected  something.  The  Inspector- 
General  will  please  take  up  the  password  and  countersign.  The  Sur- 
geon-General will  assist  the  Inspector  General. 

The  Inspector-General :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  upon  due  inves- 
tigation, I  find  that  all  present  are  entitled  to  remain. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Brothers,  the  next  thing  in  order  is 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  credentials.  The  Committee  on 
Credentials  will  be:  Adjutant-General,  Fred  E.  Bolton,  Chairman, 
ex  officio;  Commander  Wm.  T.  Church  of  Illinois,  E.  C.  Parkinson  of 
New  York,  H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio,  Past  Commander  George  E. 
Cox  of  Connecticut,  and  Asst.  Adjt.-Gen.  T.  J.  Hannon. 

What  is  the  further  pleasure  of  the  Encampment? 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  Encamp- 
ment now  take  recess  for  twenty  minutes,  in  order  to  give  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials  time  to  make  a  partial  report. 

F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  Commandeiy  took  recess. 
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12.30  o'clock  p.m. 

The  Senior  Vice- Commander  :  Brothers  will  please  come  to  order. 
The  Camp  Guard  will  close  the  door.  Inspector-General,  are  yon 
satisfied  that  all  present  are  entitled  to  remain? 

The  Inspector-General :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  all  present  are 
entitled  to  remain. 

PARTIAL  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Listen  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials. 

The  Adjutant-General  submitted  the  following  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials  :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief: 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  reports  that  the  Divisions  of  Min- 
nesota, West  Virginia,  the  Gulf  and  Oregon  are  not  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  this  bocty,  the}?  not  having  forwarded  reports  and  liquidated 
indebtedness  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief . 

Your  committee  respectfull}?-  reports  that  it  finds  present  and  en- 
titled to  seats  in  the  Encampment  one  hundred  and  fifteen  officers  and 
delegates. 

Your  committee  further  reports  that  the  Division  of  Minnesota,  of 
which  Brother  J.  E.  Haycraft,  of  the  Council-in-Chief,  is  a  member, 
has  not  reported  to  the  officers  of  the  Commandery-in- Chief  as  required 
by  the  laws  of  the  Order,  but  that  Brother  Haycraft  is  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  this  body  as  an  officer  of  the  same,  your  committee  having  been 
assured  that  he  is,  and  his  Camp  is,  in  good  standing. 

Your  committee  further  reports  that  at  the  Sixteenth  Anuual  En- 
campment of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  Brother  Geo.  E.  Cogshall 
was  elected  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Cliief  and  duly  commissioned 
as  such ;  that  since  the  issuance  of  that  commission  he  has  been  elected 
and  commissioned  Commander  of  the  Michigan  Division;  that  owing 
to  the  absence  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  it  has  become  necessary  for  the  Senior  Vice-Com- 
mauder-in-Chief  to  assume  command  of  this  body ;  that  Brother 
Cogshall  has  presented  to  the  Adjutant-General  his  resignation  as 
Commander  of  the  Michigan  Division,  with  the  request  that  it  be  imme- 
diately tendered  to  this  body  for  acceptance. 

Fred  E.  Bolton,  Chairman. 

W.  T.  Church. 

II.  V.  Speelman. 

Trios.  J.  Hannon. 

Geo.  E.  Cox.  • 

E.  C.  Parkinson. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Credentials.    What  is  your  pleasure  in  regard  to  it  ? 

Geo.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  move  the 
report  be  accepted. 

L.  W.  Friedman  of  Alabama :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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RESIGNATION  OF  COMMANDER  COGSHALL  OF  THE  MICHIGAN  DIVISION. 

The  Senior  Vice-Cornrnancler :  The  resignation  of  the  Commander 
of  the  Michigan  Division  will  be  read  by  the  AdjutaDt-General. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  resignation  of  Commander  Cogs- 
hall  of  the  Michigan  Division,  as  follows  :  — 

1  Omaha,  Sept.  12,  1898. 

To  the  Commander]/ -in-  Chief. 

Brothers  :  I  hereby  tender  my  resignation  as  Commander  of  the  Michigan 
Division,  to  take  effect  at  once. 

(Signed)    GEO.  E.  COGSHALL. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  move  that  the 
resignation  be  accepted. 

T.  C.  Harter  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES  DEFERRED. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brothers,  the  next  business  in  order 
is  the  appointment  of  committees.  Your  presiding  officer  has  not  had 
time  to  make  a  careful  selection  of  members  to  serve  on  the  various 
committees  as  yet,  and  would  like  a  little  further  time  before  announc- 
ing the  same.     What  is  your  further  pleasure? 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  move  we  now 
take  a  recess  until  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

L.  W.  Friedman  of  Alabama:  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  move 
as  an  amendment  to  that  motion  that  we  take  recess  until  three 
o'clock  P.M. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York:  Commander,  I  second  the  amend- 
ment. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio :  Commander,  with  the  consent  of  my 
second  I  will  accept  the  amendment  to  my  motion. 

F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin:  Commander,  as  the  supporter 
of  Brother  Archer's  motion  I  will  accept  the  amendment. 


PRELIMINARY  REPORT   FROM  COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  before 
that  motion  is  put  I  have  a  preliminary  report  from  the  Council-in-Chief 
which  I  am  instructed  to  present  at  this  time.  It  is  important  that  the 
report  should  be  heard  and  acted  upon  before  we  take  recess. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  motion  to  take  recess  until  3 
o'clock  has  been  seconded,  and  the  report  can  only  be  heard  by  unani- 
mous consent.  Is  consent  given?  The  Chair  hears  no  objection.  The 
Adjutant-General  will  read  the  report  of  the  Council-in-Chief. 


COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF  PRELIMINARY  REPORT. 
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The  Adjutant- General  read  the  preliminary  report  from  the  Coun- 
cil-in-Chief  as  follows  :  — 

Temporary  Headquarters,  ~\ 
Commander y-in- Chief  Sons  ok  Veterans,  U.S.A.  V 

Creighton  Hall,  J 
Omaha,  Neb.,  Sept.  12,  1898. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment,  Commandery- 
in- Chief  S.V.,  US  A. 

Brothers :  The  Council-in-Chief  herewith.  begs  leave  to  present  a  pre- 
liminary report  for  your  consideration  embodying  the  following  recommenda- 
tion which  we  report  favorably  for  your  action,  as  the  Conncil-in-Cliief 
adopted  the  same. 

That  beginning  with  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the 
Commaudery-in-Chief ,  and  those  Encampments  succeeding  or  following 
annually,  the  report  of  or  printed  minutes  or  Journal  of  Proceedings  of  said 
Encampments  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  ordered,  upon  the  adoption  of  this 
report,  to  be  printed  without  quoting  the  remarks  or  addresses  of  members  of 
the  Encampment  upon  any  question  or  motion. 

That  the  Journal  of  Proceedings  when  printed,  shall,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  contain  all  motions  and  action  thereon ;  Officers'  and  Committees' 
reports;  Encampment  roll,  and  all  Opinions,  Decisions,  and  action  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief . 

That  1,000  copies  of  the  Journal  of  Proceedings  be  printed  annually  and 
distributed  among  the  delegates  and  members  of  the  Encampment  and  to  the 
membership  of  the  Order  upon  receipt  of  the  proper  amount  of  postage. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  H.  Hammer, 
Jamics  W.  Noel, 
J.  E.  Haycraft, 

C  BORIN, 

Geo.  E.  Cogshall, 

Council-in-  Chief. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania:  Senior  Vice-Commander,  on  be- 
half of  the  Council-in-Chief  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  just  read. 

James  Ladders  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts :  Commander,  I  would  like  to  in- 
quire of  the  Council-in-Chief  when  this  order  recommended  in  this  report 
takes  effect? 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  it  is  the  intention 
that  it  shall  take  effect  at  this  meeting. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

roll  call; 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  rise  to 
a  question  of  inquiry.  Is  it  proper  for  us  to  proceed  with  the  transac- 
tion of  any  business  without  having  at  least  completed  our  first  roll  call? 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  I  think  that  is  really  a  question  of 
order.  The  roll  should  have  been  called  before.  The  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral will  call  the  roll  of  the  members  of  this  Encampment  as  constituted 
by  the  report  of  the  Credential  Committee. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  members  reported  entitled 
to  seats  and  votes  by  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

(For  those  members  answering  present  see  roll  call  No.  1.) 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Are  there  any  brothers  present  en- 
titled to  seats  aud  votes  in  this  Encampment  whose  names  have  not 
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been  called?  If  so,  they  will  report  to  the  Adjutant-General's  desk  and 
have  the  roll  corrected  by  the  addition  of  their  names. 

The  question  is  on  the  motion  to  take  recess  until  3  o'clock  p.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  LOCAL  COMMITTEE. 

F.  J.  Coates  of  Nebraska :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  merely 
want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  if  this  motion  prevails  the  trip  to 
the  Exposition  which  has  been  provided  for  your  entertainment  by  the 
Local  Committee  cannot  take  place  this  afternoon.  It  is  probably  not 
necessary  for  me  to  apologize  for  the  state  of  the  weather.  We  are 
not  at  all  responsible  for  the  rain  that  has  fallen  in  Omaha  for  the  last 
week.  You  have  no  doubt  been  disappointed  to  see  no  decorations 
here,  in  the  first  place.  It  has  been  a  disappointment  to  us  as  well  as 
to  you.  I  know  of  one  firm  in  this  city  alone  that  contracted  for  three 
hundred  dollars'  worth  of  bunting  and  flags  to  be  used  on  this  occasion, 
and  none  of  it  could  be  put  out  on  account  of  the  weather.  The  rain 
spoiled  our  picnic  yesterday,  and  will  likely  interfere  with  our  trip  to 
the  Exposition  this  afternoon,  but  tonight  at  8  o'clock  there  will  be  an 
initiation  at  the  Temple  of  the  Knights  of  Ak-Sar-Ben,  and  every 
member  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  is  invited  to  go  out  and  see  the 
candidates  initiated  into  that  order.  It  is  similar  to  the  Veiled 
Prophets  of  St.  Louis  ;  and  when  I  tell  you  that  the  largest  building 
in  the  city  of  Omaha  is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  use  of  this  order 
you  will  know  that  it  is  something  worth  seeing.  If  you  see  fit  to  ad- 
journ over  tomorrow,  or  any  other  time,  we  will  be  glad  to  take  }7ou 
out  to  the  Exposition  ;  but  if  you  want  to  stick  to  business,  the  Local 
Committee  does  not  wish  to  interfere  with  your  desires  in  that  particular. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  If  there  are  no  further  remarks,  the 
question  is  on  taking  recess  until  3  o'clock:  this  afternoon.  All  those 
in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the 
Order.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  agreed  to  and 
the  Encampment  takes  recess  until  3  o'clock  p.  m. 


MONDAY  —  AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

3  o'clock. 

The  Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brothers  will  please  come  to  order. 
The  Inspector-General  will  ascertain  if  all  present  are  entitled  to 
remain. 

The  Inspector-General  :  Commander,  all  present  are  entitled  to 
remain . 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  Senior  Vice- Commander :  Brothers,  the  first  business  this 
afternoon  will  be  the  appointment  of  the  various  committees.  The 
standing  committees  will  be  as  follows  :  — 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
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On  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

Edward  K.  Gould  of  Maine,  Chairman. 
Edward  H.  Archer  of  Ohio,  R  D  Houlihan  of  Illinois, 

W.  W.  Bisby  of  Iowa,  E.  W.  Estes  of  NeAV  York. 


Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Harlan  Thomas  of  Colorado,  Chairman. 
R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania,       Chas.  L.  Pierce  of  California, 
J.  O.  Damm  of  Missouri,  E.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin. 

Committee  on  Ritual. 

There  is  already  a  Committee  on  Ritual  which  has  been  in  existence 
for  a  year,  and  it  will  be  continued  as  heretofore  constituted.  It  con- 
sists of :  — 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts,  Chairman. 
W.  Y.  Morgan  of  Kansas,  C.  J.  Tisdel  of  Illinois. 

Press  Committee. 

I  will  appoint  as  a  Press  Committee  for  the  World-Herald  of  this 

city, 

John  Redmond  of  Kansas,  P.  A.  Barrows  of  Nebraska. 

And  for  the  Omaha  Bee, 

L.  W.  Eriedman  of  Alabama,  E.  P.  Corrick  of  Nebraska. 

Committee  on-  Officers'  Reports,  etc. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief,  George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois,  Chairman. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief,  Joseph  B.  Maccabe  of  Massachusetts, 
Past  Commander-in-Chief,  William  E.  Bimdy  of  Ohio, 
Past  Commander-in-Chief,  William  H.  Russell  of  Kansas. 

The  place  of  the  fifth  member  of  this  committee  I  will  leave  to  be 
filled  by  the  committee  itself  in  case  another  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
should  be  in  attendance  upon  the  Convention.  If  not,  the}?  can  fill  it 
with  whomever  the}7  may  select. 

What  is  the  further  pleasure  of  the  Encampment? 

COMMITTEE  TO   GREET   LADIES'   AID  SOCIETY. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  of  five  to  extend  the  greetings  of  the  Commandery-m-Chief 
to  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin:  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  I  will  appoint  the  followiug  brothers 
to  serve  on  that  committee  :  — 

II.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio,  Chairman. 
E.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin,    E.  R.  Campbell  of  Maryland, 
R.  Loebeustein  of  Missouri,  L.  W.  Kennedy  of  Colorado. 
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REPORT    OF  SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

If  there  is  nothing  further  of  a  preliminary  nature  to  come  up  at 
this  time,  we  will  proceed  with  the  reports  of  officers.  I  will  ask  the 
Adjutant-General  if  there  is  a  report  here  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief? 

The  Adjutant-General:  No,  Senior  Vice-Commander,  the  matters 
that  would  naturally  come  in  the  report  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  are 
incorporated  in  the  Adjutant-General's  report. 

REPORT  OF  SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Then  the  report  of  the  Senior  Vice- 
Commander-in- Chief  is  next  in  order. 

Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  George  E.  Cogshall  submitted 
and  read  the  following  report :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Brothers  :  One  year  ago  you  honored  me  by  placing  me  in  the  chair 
of  Senior  Vice-Corninander-in-Chief,  an  honor  which  I  appreciate  and 
which  I  shall  ever  remember. 

During  the  year  very  little  work  has  been  assigned  to  my  depart- 
ment, but  such  as  has  been  I  have  tried  to  perform  to  the  best  of  my 
ability.  I  was  ordered  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  inspect  the  Illinois 
Division,  which  work  I  performed.  In  Michigan  I  have  not  been  idle. 
When  war  was  declared,  Michigan  started  out  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
Sons  of  Veterans,  but  the  State  would  not  allow  us  to  put  in  so  many 
men  ;  but  on  first  call  allowed  us  one  company  which  was  mustered  in 
as  Co.  L,  33d  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  heard  from  before 
Santiago  de  Cuba  where  some  of  our  brave  brothers  fell  while  fighting 
for  this  grand  and  glorious  country  of  ours.  At  the  second  call  we 
were  again  asked  to  put  in  another  company  to  fill.  Michigan's  quota, 
which  we  did,  being  Co.  B,  35th  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry. 

In  connection  with  this  matter,  I  wish  to  call  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief's  attention  to  the  noble  and  heroic  work  of  our  brother,  Past  Col. 
Franklin  D.  Edcly.  He  was  not  able  to  go  himself  because  he  could  not 
pass  the  medical  examination.  Brother  Eddy  conceived  and  worked  out 
the  plans  of  raising  the  companies  ;  in  this  work  Brother  Eddy  gave  up  his 
own  business,  and  spent  three  weeks  of  his  time.  As  it  was  purely  a 
labor  of  love  for  the  Order  and  country,  and  no  reward  possible,  it 
would  please  Michigan  very  much  if  this  Encampment  should  see  fit  to 
vote  him  a  medal  of  honor  for  his  hard  work  and  for  the  splendid  way 
in  which  this  work  has  been  performed.  It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  be 
a  helpmate  to  Brother  Eddy  in  this  work,  but  to  him  belongs  the  credit. 

While  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  been  absent  doing  valiant  ser- 
vice for  his  country,  the  work  of  the  Commanclery-in-Chief  has  seemed 
to  move  on  without  a  hitch,  and  I  have  not  been  called  upon  for  any 
service. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me,  I  remain, 
Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

Geo.  E.  Cogshall, 
Senior  Vice-Commancler-in- Chief. 
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The  Senior  Vice- Couim and er :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  report 
of  the  Senior  Vice-Commander  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports,  under  the  rale.  Is  there  objection?  The  Chair 
hears  none,  and  it  will  be  so  referred.  The  next  in  order  is  the  report 
of  the  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

REPORT  OF    JUNIOR  VICE- COMMANDER- IN-CHIEF. 

Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana, 
submitted  and  read  the  following  report :  — 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual 
Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- Chief  Sons  of  Veterans, 
U.S.A. 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  report  as  Junior  Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Sods  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  as  follows:  — 

I  have  participated  in  the  work  of  the  Council- in-Chief  as  member 
ex  officio  thereof,  the  report  of  which  will  contain  all  the  work  done  by 
that  body. 

Beyond  the  participation  in  the  work  of  the  Council  the  duties  of 
my  office  have  not  been  laborious  and  have  consisted  oniy  of  such  inci- 
dental matters  pertaining  to  the  Order  and  its  welfare  as  have  made 
themselves  apparent  to  one  interested  in  its  prosperity. 

I  have  to  report  that  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  the  work  of 
the  Order  has  during  the  past  year  been  exceeding!}'  practical,  and  the 
brothers  have  heroically  and  unswervingly  offered  themselves  to  the 
service  of  their  country  which  our  fathers  preserved.  Large  numbers 
of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Order  were  mustered  into  the  volunteer  army 
of  the  United  States.  Many  more  offered  themselves  to  the  Govern- 
ors of  their  respective  States  and  earnestly  sought  admission  to  the 
ranks,  and  many  of  the  most  efficient  officers  of  the  volunteer  army  are 
men  who  received  their  first  military  knowledge  and  the  spirit  of  con- 
secration to  country  in  the  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans. 

The  Division  of  Indiana  was  alive  to  the  great  emergency  and  it 
was  my  pleasure  to  wait  upon  the  Governor  of  Indiana  in  company 
with  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Griffin,  Commander  Thompson,  and 
many  other  distinguished  Sons  of  Veterans  from  Indiana,  and  to  offer 
him,  in  the  name  of  the  Order,  twenty-one  full  companies  of  picked 
men,  sons  of  soldiers,  who  were  ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to  be  mus- 
tered into  service.  It  was  earnestly  insisted  that  a  full  regiment  be 
mustered  in  and  officered  as  a  Sons  of  Veterans  Regiment,  and  there 
was  much  local  and  State  enthusiasm  over  the  plan,  but  the  Governor 
could  not  find  it  possible  to  so  largely  represent  the  Order,  and  only 
six  of  the  companies  were  mustered  in  separately  and  without  a  regi- 
mental organization.  Many  Sous  of  Veterans  whose  companies  were 
unsuccessful  in  being  admitted,  joined  the  ranks  of  other  companies 
and  thus  secured  service  in  the  army. 

The  work  our  Order  has  done  in  the  inculcation  of  patriotism  has 
shown  itself  in  the  outburst  of  national  spirit  which  attended  the 
declaration  of  war  and  the  events  leading  up  thereto.  Camps  of  Sons 
of  Veterans  have  been  the  nucleus  of  many  companies  of  volunteer  sol- 
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diers  and  the  military  experience  acquired  in  the  work  of  the  Order  has 
qualified  many  men  for  official  positions  in  the  command  of  the  army. 
There  is  yet  great  work  for  the  Nation  to  accomplish  which  will  require 
the  loftiest  courage  and  most  earnest  patriotism.  We  are  entering  a 
new  career  of  national  energy  and  usefulness,  and  the  fact  of  our  na- 
tional prowess  should  not  permit  our  ardor  to  abate  the  work  for  which 
it  was  organized.  The  remnant  of  the  Grand  Army  is  still  with  us  and 
the  years  make  the  old  soldier  more  and  more  the  worthy  object  of  our 
generous  care.  Memorial  Day  has  taken  on  a  new  significance,  and  it 
becomes  more  and  more  our  duty  to  let  the  world  know  that  service  of 
country  is  glorious,  aud  that  sacrifice  at  the  altar  of  country  and 
humanity  is  never  forgotten.  Times  of  great  national  excitement  and 
the  course  of  events  may  modify  our  purposes  and  somewhat  change 
our  course,  but  the  mission  of  the  Order  will  grow  to  be  larger  and 
larger.  Fraternally  submitted, 

James  W.  Noel, 
Junior  Vice- Commander -in- Chief '. 

REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  report 
of  the  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Officers'  Reports.  The  Chair  hears  none,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 
Next  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  Adjutant-General. 

Adjutant-General  Fred  E.  Bolton  of  Massachusetts,  submitted 
and  read  the  following  report :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  Animal  Encampment, 

Commandery-in- Chief ,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

In  presenting  for  your  consideration  my  report  as  Adjutant-General, 
I  am  mindful  of  the  fact  that  certain  matters  touched  upon,  deal  with  a 
portion  of  the  work  of  the  administration  that  is  usually  reviewed  b}' 
the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Nearly  all  of  the  brothers  here  assembled  are  aware  of  the  fact 
that  our  Commander-in-Chief,  Major  Charles  K.  Darling,  responded 
to  the  first  call  for  volunteers  and  is  now  in  the  service  with  his  regi- 
ment, the  Sixth  Massachusetts.  At  the  time  of  preparing  this  report, 
Major  Darling  is  in  Porto  Rico,  and  I  am  advised  by  him  that  he  will 
be  uuable  to  attend  the  Encampment. 

Under  these  conditions  I  assume  it  to  be  proper  to  set  forth  in  a 
humble  way  a  brief  review  of  the  work  of  the  administration  ;  and  it  is 
with  a  full  appreciation  of  my  inability  to  deal  with  the  subject  as  bril- 
liantly as  it  would  be  handled  by  our  honored  leader,  that  I  assume 
this  work. 

This  Encampment  meets  at  a  most  auspicious  time.  The  nation 
is  rejoicing  in  the  deeds  of  devotion  and  the  heroic  valor  of  her  patriotic 
soldiers  and  sailors.  Great  victories  have  been  won,  and  new  honors 
achieved  for  the  republic.  Like  the  men  of  1861— '65,  the  boys  of  '98 
have  carried  our  flag  to  the  fore  of  battle,  have  preserved  its  folds  un- 
sullied, and  have  added  new  lustre  to  the  starry  banner  that  stands  for 
freedom  and  humanity. 
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Many  of  our  brother  members  share  in  the  honor  of  having  offered 
their  lives  in  the  service  of  the  country.  We  are  fortunate  in  meeting 
at  a  time  when  the  patriotism  of  the  people  is  so  thoroughly  awake. 
We  gather  together  from  all  sections  of  a  united  country,  a  country 
that,  if  it  ever  had  any  sectional  lines,  now  knows  no  North,  no  South, 
no  East,  no  West.  The  representatives  of  the  several  Divisions  from 
Maine  to  Washington  can  all  feel  with  a  just  pride  peculiar  satisfaction 
that  this  organization,  through  its  gallant  members,  has  proven  the 
value  of  the  patriotic  lessons  taught  in  the  Camp  room,  that  patriotism, 
and  love  of  country,  upon  which  are  so  firmly  imbedded  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  our  Order. 

While  sharing  in  common  with  all  of  the  loyal  people  the  joy  that 
our  government  has  been  so  victorious,  we  are  reminded  that  we  have 
also  assembled  to  contemplate  the  best  interests  of  the  Order,  to  legis- 
late for  its  advantaged,  to  extend  its  influence  and  its  prestige.  May 
the  results  of  our  deliberations  prove  our  allegiance  to  this  grand 
organization,  and  the  wisdom  of  our  actions  assure  a  bright  and 
prosperous  future. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

Headquarters  were  established  at  Room  947,  Tremont  Building, 
Boston,  Mass.,  soon  after  the  election  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  headquarters  furniture,  September  25,  the 
office  was  formally  opened  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

The  routine  work  has  received  prompt  attention,  and  was  con- 
ducted under  the  personal  attention  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  who 
visited  the  headquarters  each  day  until  he  entered  the  service. 

The  bond  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  filed  with  and  accepted 
by  the  Council-in-Chief.  The  bond  of  the  Adjutant-General  was  de- 
livered to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  various  books  of  records  have  received  proper  attention  and 
contain  all  of  the  facts  belonging  thereto. 

DECISIONS. 

The  Commander-in  Chief  has  rendered  twenty-eight  official  decis- 
ions, which  are  annexed  to  this  report. 

DIGEST.  OF  DECISIONS,  ETC. 

The  publication  of  a  Blue  Book,  containing  a  codification  of  De- 
cisions and  Opinions  of  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  and  Past  Judge 
Advocate-Generals,  for  various  reasons  having  been  deferred  from  time 
to  time,  has  made  much  unnecessary  work  for  the  officials  of  the  past 
few  j'ears,  and  some  authentic  source  of  information,  containing  the 
interpretation  of  the  law  of  the  Order  was,  as  it  has  been,  an  impera- 
tive need.  Judge  Advocate-General  Edward  K.  Gould  for  many  years 
has  been  a  careful  student  on  the  law  of  the  Order.  Possessed  of  a 
natural  ability,  combined  with  legal  training,  he  had  prepared  a  most 
excellent  tabulation  of  the  important  decisions  and  opinions  that  have 
been  rendered  by  past  officers  and  accepted  by  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief.    This  work  was  submitted  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  at 
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once  he  became  impressed  with  its  true  value.  Arrangements  were 
made  with  the  Judge  Advocate-General  for  publishing  his  "  Digest," 
and  bearing  the  indorsement  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  book  was 
placed  before  the  members  through  the  proper  channels.  The  work  of 
Brother  Gould  has  received  many  commendations  and  has  certainly 
proved  of  great  advantage  to  the  Order. 

In  my  opinion,  and  I  feel  I  speak  the  sentiments  of  many  brothers, 
including  the  Commander-in-Chief,  this  Encampment  should  take  such 
action  as  will  lead  to  the  official  adoption  of  the  "  Digest  of  Decisions 
and  Opinions." 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  Brother  Gould  has  performed  this 
important  service  without  expense  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief . 

CONSTITUTION,   RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

The  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  has  apparently  filled  all 
of  the  requirements  of  the  Order  since  its  adoption  in  1894.  Very  few, 
if  any,  changes  have  been  suggested  since  that  time,  and  those  of  a 
minor  nature. 

The  committee  authorized  by  the  last  Encampment  to  draft  a  new 
eligibility  clause  have  been  appointed  and  will  report  to  this  Encamp- 
ment. Along  the  line  of  the  suggestion  of  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
Rake,  the  insertion  of  a  brief  historical  sketch  of  the  Order  would  be 
an  appropriate  addition.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  committee 
be  designated  to  prepare  the  same,  to  serve  without  expense  to  the 
Commandery. 

RITUAL. 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  last  Encampment  a  committee 
of  three  was  appointed  to  "  revise  and  improve  our  ritual  so  that  it 
shall  possess  the  dramatic  action  and  force  of  which  it  is  now  devoid." 

This  committee  will  report  to  the  Encampment. 

DIVISIONS. 

The  standing  of  the  several  Divisions  as  a  whole  has  somewhat 
improved.  The  officers  as  a  rule  are  competent  and  display  an  interest 
in  their  work. 

As  in  the  past,  the  one  great  fault  is  the  dilatory  methods  pursued 
in  forwarding  the  quarterly  reports.  Camps  are  not  entirely  to  blame, 
if  the  Division  Commander  is  negligent  in  demanding  the  reports. 
Blanks  should  be  forwarded  to  Camps  at  least  two  weeks  before  the 
close  of  a  quarter,  and  the  reports  called  for  by  headquarters  promptly 
within  the  time  specified  by  the  C,  R.  and  R.  No  reasonable  excuse 
for  delay  could  then  exist.  In  some  few  cases  we  have  received  re- 
ports from  Divisions  three  months  after  the  close  of  the  quarter. 
Commanders  who  are  as  neglectful  as  this  are  not  competent  to 
command  their  Divisions. 

COURTS-MARTIAL. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  has  been  called  upon  to  decide  but  one 
courts-martial  case.    Two  other  instances  exist  where  blanks  have 
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reached  these  headquarters,  but  in  each  case  for  reasons  of  their  defect- 
iveness have  been  returned  to  be  properly  submitted. 

BONUS. 

The  bonds  of  Division  Commanders  have  been  submitted,  but 
because  of  a  misunderstanding  relative  to  affixing  the  required  revenue 
stamp  several  bonds  have  been  returned.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  a 
little  delay  for  compliance  with  the  law  before  all  bonds  will  be  on  file. 

The  question  of  bonds  is  an  important  one,  and  it  would  seem  that 
a  more  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  would  exist  if  the  Commandery 
provides  for  the  acceptance  of  surety  bonds,  the  costs  of  which  could 
consistently  be  borne  by  the  Commandery,  Division  or  Camp,  as  the 
case  may  be. 

COMMITTEES. 

The  several  special  committees  provided  for  by  the  last  Encamp- 
ment have  been  appointed.  Reports  will  undoubtedly  be  submitted  for 
the  information  of  the  delegates. 

RELATIONS   WITH  THE  G.A  K. 

Our  relations  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  have  been  of 
a  most  agreeable  nature.  The  Commander-in-Chief  has  been  privileged 
to  become  intimately  acquainted  with  Commander-in-Chief  J.  P.  S. 
Gobin,  and  has  been  in  company  with  that  gallant  soldier  on  a  number 
of  occasions,  notably  a  visit  with  him  to  the  city  of  Charleston,  S.C., 
where  he  was  shown  many  courtesies  by  the  Confederate  veterans,  and 
especial  kindnesses  at  the  hands  of  Commancler-in-Chief  Smyth  of  the 
Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans. 

General  Gobin  has  at  all  times  been  willing  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  our  organization  wherever  and  whenever  the  opportunity  was 
presented. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

During  the  past  37ear  we  have  endeavored  to  increase  the  member- 
ship of  the  Order,  and  have  received  excellent  support  from  a  majority 
of  the  Divisions,  the  work  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  Michigan 
being  especially  commendable. 

The  causes  that  have  led  to  the  fluctuations  in  gains  by  muster  and 
loss  by  suspension  in  our  membership,  have  been  the  cause  for  very 
serious  thought  on  the  part  of  all  who  have  a  deep  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Order. 

At  the  outset  the  administration  became  convinced  that  whatever 
the  causes,  there  was  but  one  reined}7  that  was  applicable,  and  that  was 
to  get  in  close  touch  with  Division  officers,  past  officers  and  influential 
members,  to  bespeak  their  cooperation,  to  arouse  interest  in  their  own 
and  neighboring  localities,  and  to  secure  their  individual  efforts  to  in- 
crease the  standing.  For  this  purpose  a  large  number  of  letters  were 
sent  out,  and  the  quarterly  reports  following  the  same  would  indicate 
that  satisfactory  responses  had  been  made.  Commencing  with  the  first 
quarterly  returns,  September,  1897,  it  was  found  that  reports  for  the 
previous  quarter  had  been  incorrect  in  many  cases,  made  so  by  changes 
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that  were  necessary  to  render  a  proper  accounting  of  membership  to 
both  National  and  Division  headquarters.  The  reports  up  to  and  in- 
cluding that  of  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1898,  resulted  in  a  net 
gain  of  3,009  members,  a  gain  a  trifle  less  than'  ten  per  cent.  This 
was  the  first  time  for  a  number  of  years  gains  were  shown  for  three 
successive  quarters,  and  was  very  encouraging. 

The  June  quarter  has  been  less  successful,  directly  due  to  two 
causes,  as  this  particular  quarter  has  invariably  been  one  of  the  best  of 
the  year. 

First,  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with  Spain  called  forth  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  most  interested  Camp  workers ;  it  occupied  the  mind  of  all 
members  ;  Camp  work  and  the  work  of  recruiting  took  the  more  proper 
form  of  recruiting  for  the  country.  It  should  be  mentioned  here  that 
from  advices  received  we  are  led  to  believe  that  in  every  Division  an 
effort  was  made  to  have  the  authorities  accept  the  services  of  a  Sons 
of  Veterans  regiment,  for  which  the  volunteers  were  ready  to  respond 
when  services  were  called  for. 

Secondly,  to  secure  reports  in  time  to  prepare  them  for  presenta- 
tion to  this  Encampment,  it  was  necessary  to  call  upon  the  Division 
Commanders  to  submit  the  same  at  an  earlier  date  than  on  any  pre- 
vious quarter.  A  needless  amount  of  neglect  shown  by  Camps  failing 
to  report  caused  unusually  large  suspensions,  but  we  are  assured  that 
the  current  quarter  will  find  these  Camps  and  members  leinstated.  The 
number  in  good  standing,  June  30,  1897,  was  1,178  Camps,  31,742 
members;  June  30,  1898,  1,135  Camps,  32,617  members.  A  net  gain 
for  the  year  of  875  members. 

The  future  may  bring  about  many  changes  in  the  lines  upon  which 
we  are  at  present  constituted.  There  are  many  who  think  that  changes 
are  necessary,  and  many  brothers  are  of  the  opinion  that  we  should 
become  more  of  a  historical  society,  dropping  our  semi-military  charac- 
teristics. Legislation  to  this  effect  will  probably  be  proposed  at  no 
distant  date,  but  whatever  changes  are  made,  to  keep  the  membership 
at  a  point  where  it  properly  belongs,  will  require,  as  it  has  in  the  past, 
the  selection  of  competent  Camp  officers,  for  in  the  Camps  is  the 
strength  of  our  Order,  and  upon  them  individually  rests  the  responsi- 
bility for  progress  or  retrogression. 

SONS  OF  VETERANS  VOLUNTEERS. 

True  to  the  teachings  of  the  Order,  the  Sons  of  Veterans  have 
played  no  inconspicuous  part  in  responding  to  the  call  for  volunteers 
in  the  war  with  Spain.  At  this  time  it  is  impossible  to  give  the  exact 
numbers'that  represent  our  organization,  but  it  can  be  safely  estimated 
that  there  will  be  found  a  larger  percentage  of  Sons  of  Veterans  in  the 
service,  than  any  other  organized  body  or  society.  It  would  be  unfair 
to  attempt  to  compare  the  Divisions  in  this  respect,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  at  an  early  date,  data  will  have  been  secured  from  each  Camp 
showing  the  number  of  enlistments  among  the  members. 

Three  companies  composed  exclusive^  of  Sons  of  Veterans  are 
known :  Co.  L,  33d  Michigan,  was  in  the  battle  at  Siboney  July  1  and 
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performed  gallant  service.  Michigan  also  raised  another  company  for 
the  35th  regiment  and  was  ready  for  service.  Minnesota  furnished 
Co.  L  of  the  12th  regiment,  composed  of  members  of  St.  Paul  Camp 
No.  1,  in  response  to  the  first  call.  This  company  has  been  encamped 
at  Chickamauga  since  that  time. 

As  has  been  stated  heretofore,  all  over  the  country  the  Order  was 
active,  and  had  a  third  or  fourth  call  been  made  it  is  probable  that  we 
should  have  been  honored  with  regiments  from  the  several  States,  but 
while  the  opportunity  was  lacking,  it  was  a  practical  demonstration 
that  the  Sons  of  Veterans  are  worthy  of  their  sires,  and  the  patriotic 
principles  of  the  Order  have  been  well  exemplified  in  the  loyalty  of  its 
members. 

It  is  no  injustice  to  those  who  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  have 
entered  the  service  to  mention  the  following  brothers  as  commissioned 
officers  of  volunteers  :  — 

Commander-in-Chief  Charles  K.  Darling,  Major  Sixth  Massachusetts. 
Past  Division  Commander  Charles  W.  Abbott,  Jr.,  Colonel  First  Rhode 
Island. 

Past  Division  Commander  Thomas  Z.  Morrow,  Jr.,  Captain  First 
Kentucky. 

Past  Division  Commander  Frank  L.  Greene,  Captain  First  Vermont. 
Past  Division  Commander  A.  L.  Sorter,  Jr.,  Captain  Fifty-second  Iowa. 
Past  Division  Commander  Mauley  Wren,  Captain  Fifth  Missouri. 
Past  Division  Commander  E  R.  Carter,  First  Lieutenaut  Sixth  Tennessee. 
Past  Inspector-General  Arthur  B.  Spink,  Lieutenant  First  Rhode  Island. 

There  are  undoubtedly  many  more  of  our  brothers  among  the  offi- 
cers, but  those  mentioned  above  have  been  made  known  to  headquarters, 
and  are  reported  to  this  Encampment  for  your  information. 

OFFICERS  AND  STAFF. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  has  been  associated  with  a  set  of  capa- 
ble officers,  and  has  expressed  to  me  his  satisfaction  in  this  respect. 
Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  George  E.  Cogshall,  Junior  Vice- 
Commauder-in-Chief  James  W.  Noel,  the  Council-in-Chief,  Brothers 
Hammer,  Borin  and  Haycraft,  have  at  all  times  rendered  whatever 
service  assigned  them  in  a  most  competent  manner. 

Quartermaster-General  Loebenstein  has  conducted  his  department, 
as  in  the  past,  with  the  same  high  degree  of  efficiency  that  has  rendered 
his  services  of  almost  inestimable  value  to  the  Order. 

Inspector-General  Durston,  Surgeon-General  Gardner  and  Chap- 
lain-in-Chief  Veazey  have  been  active,  and  have  faithfully  discharged 
all  of  the  duties  incumbent  upon  them. 

Judge  Advocate-General  Gould  has  rendered  conspicuous  service, 
and  has  proven  himself  to  be  the  equal  if  not  the  superior  of  any  of 
those  who  have  honored  his  position  in  previous  years. 

The  Adjutant-General  is  indebted  to  all  of  these  officers  for  in- 
numerable favors  and  deems  himself  fortunate  in  having  served  with 
them.  Asst.  Acljt.-Gen.  Thomas  J.  Hannon  has  loyally  given  his  time 
and  services,  and  the  value  thereof  has  been  fully  appreciated. 
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DECISIONS  —  COMMANDER-IK- CHIEF. 

Decision  I. —  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  I.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  28,  1897. 

Col.  Charles  L  Pierce, 

Commander  California  and  Hawaiian  Islands  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother ;  The  question  submitted  by  Past  Division  Com- 
mander Charles  C.  Houck  of  your  Division  relative  to  the  number  of  members 
in  good  standing  in  a  Camp  necessary  to  hold  its  charter  when  no  proposition 
for  surrender  of  the  same  is  made,  is  fully  answered  by  Opinion  I.  of  the 
Judge  Advocate-General,  forwarded  herewith.  I  concur  in  his  opinion  that  the 
charter  may  under  these  circumstances  be  held  by  a  quorum  (i.e.,  five  mem- 
bers), but  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  hope  that  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  it  may  be  limited,  and  that  in  this  particular  case,  the  Santa  Cruz  Camp 
will  realize  its  expectations  in  recruiting  soon  to  a  larger  membership. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Attest :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 

Decision  II. —  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  II.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  28,  1897. 

Col  Orange  H.  Cook, 

Commander  Mass.  Division,  S.  V.,  U-S.A. 
Melrose,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother :  I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  II.  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General  upon  the  appeal  of  Past  Captain  Charles  F.  Perkins  of  Camp 
No.  8,  Division  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  matter  of  his  trial  and  sentence  by 
courts-martial.  The  ground  of  the  appeal  aud  the  reasons  for  not  sustaining 
the  same  are  set  forth  at  length  in  the  Opinion,  in  which  I  fully  concur.  The 
appeal  is  therefore  dismissed;  the  record  and  proceedings  of  the  court  are 
declared  regular ;  your  decision  thereon  affirmed  and  you  will  take  such  further 
action  as  devolves  upon  you  to  carry  the  sentence  into  effect. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Attest :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  III.  — (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  III.) 

Col.  Orange  H.  Cook,  Boston,  Nov  1,  1897. 

Commander  Mass.  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Melrose,  Mass. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  III.  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General,  upon  the  question  submitted  by  Camp  37  of  your  Division, 
relative  to  the  manner  in  which  a  candidate  may,  after  having  received  the 
degrees  of  Friendship  and  Charity,  and  then  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  his 
Camp,  receive  the  degree  of  Loyalty  from  a  Camp  located  at  his  new  place  of 
residence.  The  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  holding  that  the  diffi- 
culty cannot  be  met  by  either  dispensation  or  transfer,  is  approved,  but  the 
Camp  may,  if  it  so  desires,  surrender  its  jurisdiction  over  the  recruit  according 
to  the  method  therein  indicated. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 
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Decision  IV.  —  (J.  A.-Gen.,  Op.  IV.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  8,  1897- 

Col.  Orange  H.  Cook, 

Commander  Massachusetts  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Melrose,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :  The  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  that  a 
brother  while  under  suspension  from  the  Order  by  sentence  of  courts-martial 
cannot,  during  such  period  of  suspension,  be  tried  for  another  offeuce,  is 
approved,  and  you  will  see  that  the  brothers  of  Camp  8,  by  whom  the  inquiry 
is  submitted,  are  so  informed. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-  Chief. 

Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjuta  nt-  General. 


Decision  V. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  26,  1897. 

Col.  Charles  C.  Townsend, 

Commander  Wisconsin  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Benton,  Wis. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  inquiry  with  copy  of  dis- 
charge of  Charles  Shead,  a  mechanic  in  the  employ  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  which  reads  as  follows  :  — 

"  This  is  to  certify  that  the  bearer,  Chas.  Shead,  has  been  employed  in 
the  Q.M.  Department  under  my  direction,  and  has  been  honorably  discharged 
this  31st  day  of  March,  1865. 

JOHN  GODFREY/ 

Capt.  &  A.  Q.M." 

In  view  of  several  previous  Decisions  and  Opinions,  notably  Opinion  V. 
of  Judge  Advocate-General  Weeks,  Journal  Tenth  Annual  Encampment,  page 
103,  I  am  constrained  to  hold  that  the  son  of  the  said  Charles  Shead  is  not 
eligible  to  membership  in  our  Order. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official:    '  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  VI. 

Albert  Sievirs,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  26,  1897. 

Yonkers,  N.Y. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Your  communication  forwarded  by  the  Captain  of 
George  B.  McClellan  Camp  No.  74,  and  bearing  also  the  endorsement  of  Com- 
mander Diven  of  the  New  York  Division,  submits  for  decision  the  following : 
"  Can  the  Colonel  of  this  Division  be  Captain  of  his  Camp  and  Colonel  of  this 
Division  at  the  same  time?"  Obviously  the  question  upon  which  a  ruling  is 
sought  is  the  one  many  times  decided:  "  Can  two  commissions  be  held  at  the 
same  time?  "  The  earliest  precedent,  to  the  effect  that  they  cannot,  is,  I  think, 
to  be  found  in  Opinion  XXX.,  Blue  Book,  page  27,  and  there  is  a  long  line  of 
subsequent  Decisions  sustaining  the  position  then  taken  by  Commander-in- 
Chief  Griffin.    My  decision  must  be  in  accord  therewith. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 

Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adju  ta  nt-  General. 
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Decision  VII.  —  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  V.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  29,  1897. 

Col  E.  E.  Schoening, 

Commander  Missouri  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

My  Dear  Commander :  The  appeal  of  Admiral  Porter  Camp  No.  47,  Divi- 
sion of  Missouri,  from  your  decision  that  members  can  be  suspended  only  by 
vote  of  a  Camp,  and  that  a  quarterly  report  showing  suspension  must,  in  any 
individual  case,  precede  a  report  wherein  the  member  appears  as  "dropped," 
is  sustained.  The  grounds  on  which  it  must  now  be  held,  that  members  whose 
dues  are  unpaid  become  "suspended"  or  "dropped,"  purely  by  operation  of 
law,  fully  appear  in  Opinion  V.  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General.  The  repeal  of 
the  legislation  which  rendered  necessary  Commander-in-Chief  Russell's  Deci- 
sions IX.  and  XXVI.  (which  repeal  was  on  his  own  recommendation),  may  be 
found  on  page  132,  Proceedings  Fifteenth  (Louisville)  Encampment. 

I  return  you  Exhibits  A-C  4  (13  enclosures),  and  have  retained  to  file 
with  the  papers  here  Exhibits  D  (the  appeal  of  the  Camp),  E  (the  letter  stating 
whereon  you  based  your  decision),  and  the  list  of  papers  forwarded. 

You  will  transmit  to  Capt.  J.  0.  Damm,  commanding  Camp  47,  the 
copies  of  this  Decision  and  Opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  handed 
you  herewith.  Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  E.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 

Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant-General. 


Decision  VIII.  —  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  VI.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  29,  1897. 

Col.  Charles  W.  Abbot,  Jr., 

Commander  Rhode  Island  Division,  8.  V.,  U.S.A. 
Providence,  R.I. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  concur  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General  that  the  case  submitted  by  you  for  decisiou,  relative  to  the  status  of  a 
Division  officer  whose  Camp  has  disbanded,  but  who  avails  himself  of  a  transfer 
card,  is  one  in  which  the  question  of  due  diligence  may  well  enter  to  determine 
whether  or  not  he  has  forfeited  his  official  position. 

It  would  appear  from  the  statement  of  facts  set  forth  in  your  letter  and 
incorporated  in  full  in  the  Opinion  (VI.),  that  laches  or  negligence  cannot  be 
imputed  to  him,  but  on  the  contrary,  he  seems  to  have  acted  with  zeal  to  make 
use  of  the  card  and  thus  retain  his  membership  in  the  Order.  In  the  abseuce, 
therefore,  of  evidence  tending  to  show  that  there  was  inexcusable  delay  in  so 
doing,  I  must  hold  that  the  office  is  not  vacated  and  that  he  has  lost  none  of 
his  rights  as  a  Division  officer. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant-General . 


Decision  IX.—  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  VII.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  13,  1898. 

Col  W.  P.  Feder, 

Commander  Kansas  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Great  Beud,  Kan. 

My  Dear  Commander:  Opinion  VII.  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  upon 
the  case  of  0.  M.  Lippert,  who  was  elected  Captain  of  Smith  Semple  Camp  of 
your  Division,  and  served  nearly  the  full  term  in  that  capacity,  or  until  his 
Camp  surrendered  its  charter  and  became  merged  into  Camp  223,  is  handed 
you  herewith. 
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I  agree  with  the,  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  that  he  is  not, 
upon  this  statement  of  facts,  entitled  to  the  honors  of  a  Past  Captain.  As 
pointed  out  in  the  opinion,  this  rule  may  and  does  doubtless  often  work  a  hard- 
ship upon  most  deserving  brothers,  but  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, Rules  and  Regulations  cannot  be  set  aside  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Yours  fraternally, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  X.—  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  VIII.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  12,  1898. 

Col.  Charles  C.  Townsend, 

Commander  Wisconsin  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Benton,  Wis. 

My  Dear  Commander :  Returning  you  herewith' copy  of  the  courts-martial 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  Brother  Adolph  Derusha  of  George  D.  Stanton 
Camp,  No.  25,  your  Division,  I  am  obliged  to  disapprove  the  findings  and 
sentence  because  of  the  irregularities  noted  in  Opinion  VIII.  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General,  a  transcript  of  which  I  also  hand  you. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-  Chief. 

Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XI. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  12,  1898. 

Col.  Jesse  R.  Dungan, 

Commander  New  Jersey  Division,  S.  V.,  U.S.A. 
Sornerville,  N.J. 

My  Dear  Commander:  In  the  matter  of  the  eligibility  to  membership  of 
Fremont  Tietze,  which  comes  before  me  for  rehearing  on  the  petition  of  the 
Commauder  of  the  New  Jersey  Division  : 

This  case  was  passed  upon  by  Commander-in-Chief  Rake  in  his  Decision 
V.,  wherein  it  was  held  that  Fremont  Tietze  had  been  illegally  mustered  into 
the  Order,  and  consequently  that  his  said  muster  was  null  and  void.  Upon 
appeal,  this  decision  was  sustained  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief .  With  this  as 
the  record  of  the  case  I  should  ordinarily  refrain  from  acting  upon  the  petition 
for  a  rehearing  in  manner  other  than  to  grant  the  same,  and  then  refer  to  the 
next  Commandery-in-Chief  such  new  evidence  as  was  produced,  together  with 
a  recommendation  thereon,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a  careful  examination 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  leads  me  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  case,  when  before  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  turned  largely 
upon  irregularity  in  the  appeal,  and  that  the  new  evidence  then  offered,  but 
which  Commander-in-Chief  Rake  had  not  at  hand  when  rendering  his  decision, 
was  not  considered.  But  having  granted  the  petition  for  a  rehearing,  I  find 
it  now  in  evidence  that  Emil  Tietze,  father  of  Fremont  Tietze,  enlisted  in 
Captain  James  M.  Bell's  Unattached  Independent  Cavalry  Company  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  mustered  into  the  ninety  clays  State  Militia  June  30,  1863,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  Aug.  9,  1863.  That  the  troops  served  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Nelson  A.  Miles  in  the  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 
commanded  by  Major-Geueral  Darius  N.  Couch,  both  of  these  officers  holding 
commissions  in  the  United  States  service.  The  members  of  this  Company 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  the  command  was  actually 
employed,  under  orders  of  Colonel  Miles  and  General  Couch,  in  resisting  the 
invasion  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  Lee's  army,  having  been  turned  over 
to  the  United  States  authorities  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  that 
purpose.    It  also  appears  that  this  Company  was  paid,  subsisted  and  clothed 
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by  the  United  States  Government.  Furthermore,  it  appears  in  evidence  that  a 
decision  has  been  rendered  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Array  of 
the  Republic  holding  that  the  men  composing  the  Independent  Troop  of  Cavalry, 
commanded  by  Captain  James  M.  Bell,  are  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  The  official  records  cited  have  been  carefully  examined 
and  found  to  contain  all  that  is  claimed  for  them. 

From  this  new  evidence  and  statement  of  facts,  T  am  satisfied  that  Emil 
Tietze,  father  of  Fremont  Tietze,  "  served  in  the  Union  Army,"  and  has  an 
honorable  discharge.  I  therefore  declare  Fremont  Tietze  eligible  to  member- 
ship iu  our  Order,  and  that  he  should  be  reinstated  with  his  past  rank. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  petitions,  abstract  of  new  evidence  and  copy  of 
argument,  there  are  retained  with  the  papers  iu  the  case  until  such  time  as  this 
decision  may  be  acted  upon  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  the  original  discharge  ; 
letter  from  Major-General  Nelson  A.  Miles,  U.S.A.,  dated  April  8,  1897;  two 
letters  from  Major  James  M.  Bell,  U.S.A.,  dated  Jan.  20  and  Nov.  7,  1897; 
letter  from  Commander  of  Lieutenant  S.  C.  Potts  Post,  No.  62,  Department  of 
Pennsylvania,  G.A.R.,  dated  Dec.  2,  1897,  aud  letter  of  Thomas  J.  Stewart, 
Adjutant-General  of  the  G.A.R.,  dated  Nov.  23,  1897. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 

Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XII.— (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  IX.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  26,  1898. 

Col.  Charles  C.  Townsend, 

Commander  Wisconsin  Division,  S.  V-,  U.S.A. 
Benton,  Wis. 

My  Dear  Commander :  The  request  of  George  D.  Stanton  Camp  No.  25, 
of  your  Division,  for  a  decision  upon  the  question  whether  the  crime  of  burg- 
lary committed  by  a  youth  of  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  for  Avhich  he  was 
sentenced  to  the  State  Reform  School,  constitutes  au  infamous  crime  withiu 
the  meaning  of  Section  1,  Article  V.,  C.  R.  and  R.,  has  been  received  and  referred 
to  the  Judge  Advocate-General.  I  hand  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of 
the  Judge  Advocate-General,  and  must  concur  in  his  conclusion,  that  burglary, 
committed  by  persons  of  whatever  age,  is  an  infamous  crime,  and  hence 
renders  one  convicted  thereof  ineligible  to  membership  in  our  Order. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant-General. 


Decision  XIII.--  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  X.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  26,  1898. 

Col.  James  M.  Mathews, 

Commander  New  Jersey  Division,  S.  V.,  U.S.A., 
Trenton,  N.  J. 

My  Dear  Commander :  A  question  referred  to  me  for  decision,  by  your 
predecessor,  relative  to  a  member  of  a  disbanded  Camp  being  entitled  to  a 
transfer  card,  is  fully  stated  in  Opinion  X.  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General. 
If  the  brother  therein  referred  to  was  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  the 
dissolution  of  the  Camp  to  which  he  formerly  belonged,  you  are  authorized  to 
issue  to  him  a  transfer  card,  which  if  deposited  in  the  Camp  to  which  he  now 
belongs  will  enable  him  to  retain  his  past  rank. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 
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Decision  XIV. —  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XI.) 

Boston,  Mass,,  April  2,  1898. 

Col.  Leonard  C.  Couch, 

Commander  Massachusetts  Division,  S.  V.,  U.S. A 
Taunton,  Mass. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  concur  in  Opinion  XI.  of  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  that  under  Section  2  of  Chapter  V., 
Article  VII.,  C  ,  R  and  R.,  a  Camp  may,  at  its  option,  require  of  the  members 
of  its  Camp  Council,  holding  funds  of  the  Camp,  either  a  bond  in  which  all 
members  of  the  Council  join,  or  a  bond  from  each  of  the  several  members  of 
the  Council.  In  other  words,  '-jointly  and  severally"  are  construed  to  mean 
"jointly  or  severally." 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant-General . 


Decision  XV.—  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XII.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  April  8,  1898. 

Col.  J.  M.  Divkn, 

Commander  New  York  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Elmira,  N.Y. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General  that  the  son  of  au  honorably  discharged  soldier  who  enlisted  under  an 
assumed  name  is  eligible  to  admission  into  our  Order,  providing  proof  of  the 
relation  of  father  and  son  is  furnished  and  the  reason  of  the  apparent  discrep- 
ancy in  names  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  application. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XVI.—  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XIII.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  April  9,  1898. 

Col.  W.  W.  Lapoint, 

Commander  Vermont  Division,  S.  F".,  U.S.A. 
Barre,  Vt. 

My  Dear  Commander :  Opinion  XIII.,  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  sent 
you  herewith,  states  fully  the  question  submitted  by  you  for  decision,  and 
meets  with  my  approval,  both  as  to  the  interpretation  of  Section  2,  Article  III., 
page  24,  C,  R.  and  R.,  and  the  manner  in  which,  because  of  alleged  error  in 
the  record  of  proceedings  of  the  Lyndonville  Encampment,  the  difficulty  may 
now  best  be  surmounted.  A  Division  Encampment  has  the  power  to  make  pro- 
vision for  its  next  meeting  and  failing  so  to  do  the  Division  Council  is  author- 
ized to  act.  The  record  of  the  Encampment  shows  (erroneously  it  is  claimed) 
that  such  provision  was  made,  by  leaving  the  selection  of  time  and  place  to  the 
incoming  Division  Commander,  Senior  Vice  and  Junior  Vice  Division  Com- 
manders. You  are,  under  the  circumstances,  authorized  to  have  these  three 
officers  select  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  and  submit  their  decision  to  the 
Division  Council  for  ratification. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander- in-  Chief. 

Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 
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Decision  XVII.  —  (J.A.-Gen.,  Op.  XIV.) 

Boston,  Mass  ,  April  23,  1S9S. 

Col.  Leonard  C.  Couch, 

Commander  Massachusetts  Division,  8.  V.,  U.S.A. 
Taunton,  Mass. 

My  Dear  Commander :  The  question  is  submitted  by  the  Captain  of  Lieut. - 
Col.  Henry  Merritt  Camp  No.  8  of  Salem,  whether  a  brother  suspended  by  - 
courts-martial  is  liable  for  his  dues  during  the  time  he  is  so  suspended.    I  hand 
you  herewith  Opinion  XIV.  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  holding  that  such 
suspended  brother  is  liable  for  dues  during  the  period  of  his  suspension. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official  :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XVIII.  —  (J.  A.-Gen.,  Op.  XV.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  April  23,  1898. 

Col.  C.  V.  Savidge, 

Commander  Washington  Division,  S-  V.,  U.S.A. 
\  Olympia,  Wash. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General,  that  a  Camp  officer  must  be  commissioned  in  the  position  to  "which  he 
has  been  elected.  If  a  Division  Encampment  has  established  a  fee  for  com- 
missions of  Camp  officers,  and  such  officers  decline  to  pay  the  same,  the 
Division  Commander  may,  after  notice  to  the  delinquent,  order  the  officer  next 
in  rank  (who  has  complied  with  the  requirements  fixed  by  the  Division 
Encampment)  to  assume  command  of  the  Camp. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official  :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XIX.  —  (J.  A.-Gen.,  Op.  XVI.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  31,  1898. 

Col.  L.  C  Couch, 

Commander  Massachusetts  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Taunton,  Mass. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General,  that  a  dropped  member  of  a  Camp  who  has  subsequently  paid  all 
arrearages,  together  with  muster  fee,  and  applies  for  an  honorable  discharge 
because  of  inability  to  be  present  at  any  meeting  for  muster,  cannot  be  granted 
an  honorable  discharge  until  he  has  been  remustered  as  a  member  of  the  Order. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XX.—  (J.  A.-Gen.,  Op.  XVII.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  6,  1898. 

Col.  J  W.  S.  Dillon, 

Commander  Missouri  Division,  S.Y.,  US  A. 
Grant  City,  Mo. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  XVII.  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General  upon  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Encampment  of  the 
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Missouri  Division,  and  fully  concur  in  his  conclusion  that  the  same  is 
unconstitutional.  Fraternally  yours, 

CHAELES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XXI.—  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XVIII.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  6,  1898. 

Col.  John  Redmond, 

Commander  Kansas  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
"Wichita,  Kansas. 

My  Dear  Commander  :  I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  XVIII.  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General  upon  the  various  questions  submitted  by  you  in  regard  to 
Camp  127  of  Leavenworth,  and  I  fully  concur  in  this  opinion. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Official:  CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 

Fred  E.  Bolton,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-General. 


Decision  XXII.—  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XIX.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  6,  1898. 

Col.  Leon  L.  Hall, 

Commander  Connecticut  Division,  S.  V.,  U.S.A. 
Walliugford,  Conn. 
My  Dear  Commander :    I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  XIX.  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General  upon  question  submitted  by  Captain  Arthur  T.  Bogne  of 
Griffin  A.  Stedman  Camp  of  Hartford. 

I  fully  concur  in  this  opinion,  the  obligation  of  membership  to.  be  the 
obligation  in  the  degree  of  Loyalty,  in  accordance'  therewith,  and  that  this 
obligation  is  the  only  one  required  to  be  administered  to  a  recruit  to  legally 
muster  him.  Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant-General. 

Decision  XXIII.—  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XX.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  12,  189S. 

Col.  Charles  L.  Pierce, 

Commander  Division  of  California  and  Hawaiian  Islands,  S.  V.,  U.S  A. 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Mi/ Dear  Commander:  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General,  which  is  handed  you  herewith,  that  a  Past  Captain  joining  a  Camp  by 
transfer,  takes  precedence  as  such  in  said  Camp  from  the  date  of  his  admis- 
sion, rather  than  from  the  date  when  he  acquired  his  past  honors. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Official:  CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 

Fred  E.  Bolton,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-General. 


Decision  XXIV.—  (J.  A.-Gen.,  Op.  XXI.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  25,  1898. 

Col.  J.  W.  S.  Dillon, 

Commander  Missouri  Division,  S.V.,  U.S- A. 
Grant  City,  Mo. 

My  Dear  Commander:  I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  XXI.  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General,  upon   a  resolution  passed  by   the   Encampment  of  the 
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Missouri  Division  substituting  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Encampment  for 
the  written  record,  and  I  concur  with  the  same  and  also  with  the  recommenda- 
tion in  regard  to  their  certification  by  the  Adjutant. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XXV.—  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XXII.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  16,  1898. 

Col.  Charles  L.  Pierce, 

Commander  Division  of  California  and  Hawaiian  Islands,  S.  V.,  U.S.A., 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  XXII.  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General  in  which  I  concur.  The  insignia  of  rank  of  the  Division 
Chaplain  and  Surgeon  is  that  provided  for  the  personal  staff  of  the  Division 
Commander,  the  rank  strap  with  oue  bar. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton,. 

Adjutant-  General. 


Decision  XXVI.—  (J.  A. -Gen.  Op.  XXIII.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  10,  1898. 

Col.  Charles  L.  Pierce, 

Commander  Division  of  California  and  Hawaiian  Islands,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  XXIII.  of  the 
Judge  Advocate-General  upon  the  question  of  precedence  of  a  Past  Captain 
Avho  rejoins  ou  transfer  from  another  Camp  the  one  in  which  he  attained  past 
honors.  I  concur  in  this  opinion  that  he  takes  precedence  from,  the  date  of 
his  admission  on  transfer,  and  not  from  the  date  on  which  he  became  a  Past 
Captain. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant-General. 


Decision  XXVII.  —  (J.  A. -Gen.  Op.  XXIV.) 

Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  16,  1898. 

Col.  E.  H.  Archer, 

Commander  Ohio  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Columbus,  0. 

My  Dear  Commander :  I  return  you  herewith  copy  of  the  court-martial 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  Brother  William  E.  Teetor  of  William  Meade  Camp 
No.  46,  your  Division.  I  am  obliged  to  disapprove  the  findings  and  sentence 
because  of  the  irregularities  noted  in  Opinion  XXIV.  of  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General,  a  transcript  of  which  I  also  hand  you. 

You  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  having  this  Camp  proceed  with  a  new 
trial  in  which  the  irregularities  noted  in  this  case  must  be  avoided. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 
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ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT. 

RECORDS. 

The  books  of  records  are  complete  with  the  facts,  that  have  been  a 
portion  thereof,  during  the  past  year. 

QUARTERLY  REPORTS. 

The  quarterly  reports  have  been  received  from  all  Divisions,  al- 
though much  time  and  effort  was  involved  in  securing  them  from  some 
Divisions.  The  collection  of  per  capita  tax,  particularly  the  proper 
amounts  for  reinstatements,  has  been  carefully  observed. 

I  concur  in  and  repeat  the  suggestion  of  my  immediate  predecessor 
that  a  decided  improvement  can  and  should  be  made  in  Form  No.  37, 
by  incorporating  therein  proper  columns  to  designate  the  number  of 
quarters  in  arrears  of  suspended  members  who  become  reinstated,  that 
the  tax  actually  due  headquarters  may  be  readily  determined.  When 
new  blanks  are  printed  this  addition  should  be  made. 

form  49. 

I  would  also  respectfully  concur  in  the  judgment  of  former  Adju- 
tant-General Hammer  relative  to  Form  49,  that  information  concerning 
the  appointive  Division  staff  officers  may  be  included  in  the  facts 
required  by  this  form. 

APPLICATIONS   AND  CHARTERS. 

Charter  applications  for  one  hundred  and  sixty-niue  Camps  have 
been  approved.  There  have  been  mustered  and  reported  to  these 
headquarters  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  Camps,  for  which  charters 
have  been  issued. 

COMMISSIONS,   ORDERS,  ETC. 

There  have  been  promulgated  five  General  Orders,  nine  Special 
Orders  and  three  circulars. 

A  total  of  seventy-five  commissions  has  been  issued  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Constitution,  Rules  aud  Regulations. 

Ancestors'  records  have  been  furnished  by  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  through  these  headquarters  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  applicants. 

By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  have  been  approved  for 
the  following  Divisions  :  Colorado,  Connecticut,  Maine,  Nebraska  aud 
New  Jersey. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

There  have  been  requested  and  issued  eleven  dispensations.  The 
practice  of  granting  a  general  dispensation,  with  especial  privileges 
connected  therewith,  is  a  poor  one.  To  grant  the  right  to  muster  camps 
without  the  application  for  charter  first  being  approved  by  the  Com- 
mandery  headquarters  has  been  a  general  practice.  We  have  not  cur- 
tailed that  right,  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  not  a  necessity,  nor  does  it 
in  any  way  prove  of  advantage  to  Divisions.  It  should  either  be  dis- 
continued, or  if  not,  and  it  is  considered  of  any  value  to  the  Divisions, 
a  nominal  fee  should  be  charged. 
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TABLES. 

Annexed  to  this  report  will  be  found  several  statements  in  tabu- 
lated form,  condensing  information  of  interest  to  the  Order. 

FINANCIAL  RELATIONS  WITH  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL. 

There  has  been  received  and  turned  over  to  the  Quartermaster- 
General  the  following  amounts  :  — 

For  Per  Capita  Tax  $5,452  52 

For  Charter  Fees   345  50 

Total  $5,798  02 

OLD  DOCUMENTS. 

Among  the  papers  turned  over  from  preceding  administrations, 
there  was  found  in  a  large  box,  the  contents  of  several  compartments 
of  the  filing  case.  These  were  unassorted  and  badly  mixed  together. 
An  examination  proved  the  bulk  of  these  papers  to  relate  to  inspec- 
tions, quarterly  reports,  mustering  officers'  reports,  old  rosters,  courts- 
martial,  etc.  They  have  been  resorted,  compiled  as  near  as  possible 
by  administrations,  and  packed  away  properly  labelled.  The  papers 
are  of  no  practical  value,  and  as  all  of  the  principal  facts  are  to  be 
found  either  in  the  records  or  printed  proceedings  of  the  National  En- 
campments, I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  succeeding  adminis- 
tration be  authorized  to  make  an  examination  of  the  same  and  destroy 
such  of  the  papers  as  are  of  no  value  for  preservation.  The  freight 
bills  on  this  mass  of  accumulated  data  of  the  past  is  a  needless  expense. 

OFFICIAL  VISITATIONS. 

In  company  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  I  had  the  honor  to 
attend  the  Encampments  of  the  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire 
Divisions,  and  a  great  many  camp-fires  and  public  gatherings. 

It  was  my  privilege,  with  Judge  Advocate-General  Gould,  to  rep- 
resent the  Commanclery  at  the  Encampment  of  the  Maine  Division. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  at  this  time  to  the  Division  Com- 
manders and  their  officers  with  whom  I  have  had  official  relations,  as 
well  as  to  the  Commandery  officers  and  my  associates  on  the  staff  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief.  I  am  indebted  to  all  for  many  courtesies, 
and  the  fact  that  the  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  marked  by  perfect 
harmony  is  a  matter  of  especial  pleasure  and  gratification.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  serve  the  Order  to  trie  best  of  my  ability,  and  while  cir- 
cumstances have  involved  considerably  more  responsibility  than  was 
anticipated,  I  trust  my  services  have  been  such  as  to  warrant  satis- 
faction on  the  part  of  the  delegates  who  honored  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  with  a  unanimous  election  one  year  ago,  and  will  have  proven  to 
merit  the  approval  of  Commander-in-Chief  Darling,  who,  in  response 
to  the  call  of  duty,  was  obliged  to  leave  for  the  past  few  months  the 
affairs  of  the  Order  in  less  experienced  hands  than  his  own. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

Fred  E.  Bolton,  Adjutant- General. 
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TABLE  No.  6. 


Roster  of  Division  Commanders.  1898-1899. 

Division.  Commander. 

Alabama  aud  Tennessee   H.  T.  Cooper. 

California  and  H.  I   Charles  L.  Pierce. 

Colorado   Paul  H.  Limbach. 

Connecticut   Leon  L.  Hall. 

Gulf   A.  M.  Buchmann. 

Illinois   William  T.  Church. 

Indiana   R.  S.  Thompson.  . 

Iowa    W.  W.  Bisby. 

Kansas   John  Redmond 

Kentucky   E.  H  Hansford. 

Maine     George  E.  Leighton. 

Maryland   William  B.  King. 

Massachusetts   Leonard  C.  Couch. 

Michigan   Geo.  E.  Cogshall. 

Minnesota   M.  L  Cormany. 

Missouri   J.  W.  S.  Dillon. 

Nebraska   A.  H.  Rawitzer. 

New  Hampshire   Henry  E.  Chamberlin. 

New  Jersey   James  M.  Mathews. 

New  York   E.  W.  Estes. 

Ohio   Edward  H.  Archer. 

Oregon   A   Q.  Desart. 

Pennsylvania   A.  S.  Moulthrop. 

Rhode  Island   Walter  R.  Williams. 

South  Dakota   W.  A.  Morris. 

Vermont   William  W.  Lapoint. 

Washington   W.  T.  Cavanaugh. 

West  Virginia   A.  R.  Jones. 

Wisconsin   R.  M.  Smith. 
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TABLE  No.  7. 


Date  and  Place  of  holding  Division  Encampments. 


Division. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee- 

California  and  H.I  

Colorado  

Connecticut   

Gulf   

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas   

Kentucky  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

Michigan  

Minnesota  

Missouri  

Nebraska   ••  

New  Hampshire  

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Ohio  

Oregon  

Pennsylvania   

Rhode  Island  

South  Dakota  

Vermont  

Washington  

West  Virginia  

Wisconsin  


Place  of  Meeting. 


Knoxville,  Tenn  . 
Nevada  City 
Cripple  Creek . . . 

New  Haven  

New  Orleans,  La 

Streator   

Columbus  

Sioux  City  

Wichita  

Louisville   

Pittsfield  

Hagerstown  .... 

Boston  

Port  Huron  

Sauk  Centre.  . . . 

Carthage  

Omaha  

Tilton  

Trenton   

Peekskill  

Columbus   

The  Dalles  

Phillipsburg  .... 

Providence   

Canton  

Barre  

Walla  Walla  

Huntington  

Appleton  


Date  of  Meeting. 


February  23-24. 
April  19-21 
June  15-17. 
February  11. 
July  5. 
May  10-11. 
May  17-19. 
June  15-16. 
April  20-22. 
May  10-11. 
June  8-9. 
June  15-16. 
Feb.  21-22. 
June  14-16. 
June  14-16. 
May  19-20. 
February  14. 
April  20-21. 
February  17. 
June  28-30. 
June  8-9. 
May  17. 
June  14-16. 
February  1. 
June  7-9. 
July  6-8. 
June  15-16. 
April  26-28. 
May  24-26. 
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TABLE  No.  8. 


Showing  Charter    Applications    Approved,  Number    of  Applicants, 
Charters  Issued,  Number  of  Members  Mustered. 


A  ppliCciMons 

Number 

Charters 

Number  of 

Division 

Approved. 

of 

Issued. 

Members 

No.  of  Camps. 

Applicants. 

No.  of  C  simps. 

Mustered. 

P*si  Hfnvni  si  mirl  1-T  T 

a 
u 

1 IP. 

ITU 

a 

u 

146 

I 

20 

1 

20 

Connecticut   

2 

52 

2 

49 

Gulf  

2 

34 

2 

35 

Illinois  

12 

334 

12 

277 

6 

142 

7 

167 

Iowa   

14 

265 

14 

275 

Kansas   

11 

28  6 

10 

271 

Kentucky   

1 

36 

3 

54 

2 

40 

2 

38 

2 

48 

2 

36 

Maryland   

5 

142 

5 

144 

Michigan   

19 

521 

17 

394 

Minnesota   

4 

106 

b 

54 

Missouri  

5 

110 

5 

108 

7 

133 

5  . 

111 

New  Hampshire   

4 

82 

4 

80 

New  Jersey  

2 

52 

2 

59 

New  York  

14 

385 

13 

324 

Ohio  

IS 

401 

16 

316 

Oregon   

3 

57 

5 

90 

Pennsylvania  

14 

324 

16 

335 

South  Dakota  

5 

98 

7 

112 

Vermont  

4 

68 

4 

68 

Washington  

4 

68 

4 

68 

West  Virginia  

1 

15 

1 

17 

AVisconsiu   

1 

35 

1 

17 

Totals  

160 

3  968 

169 

3.66S 
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HEADQUARTERS  COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, 
SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.S.A., 

Room  947,  Teemoxt  Building, 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  25,  1807. 

General  Orders,  \ 
No.  5.  } 

I.  Having  been  elected  and  installed  Command  er-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A.,  command  is  hereby  assumed  and  headquarters  established  at 
Room  947,  Tremont  Building,  Boston,  Mass. 

II.  The  following  officers  were  elected  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  at 
its  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  held  at  fndianapolis,  Ind.,  Sept.  9-11, 
1S97  :  — 

Commander-in-Chief,  Charles  K.  Darling,  Boston,  Mass.;  Senior  Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief ,  George  E.  Cogshall,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ;  Junior  Vicc- 
Commander-in-Chief,  James  W.  Noel,  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Council-in-Chicf, 
Horace  H.  Hammer,  Reading,  Pa.;  Columbus  Boriu,  Oberlin,  Kas.;  J.  E. 
Haycraft,  Madelia,  Minn. 

III.  By  vote  of  the  Commaudery  the  next  Encampment  will  be  held  at 
Omaha,  Neb  ,  the  date  to  be  fixed  by  the  Couucil-in-Chief . 

IV.  The  appointment  of  the  following  staff  officers  is  hereby  announced, 
and  they  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly  :  — 

Adjutant-General,  Fred  E  Bolton,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Inspector-General,  J. 
Frank  Durston,  Syracuse,  N.Y. ;  Judge  Advocate-General,  Edward  K.  Gould, 
Rockland,  Me.;  Surgeon-General,  Dan  S.  Gardner,  M.D.,  Massillon,  0  ; 
Chaplain-in-Chief,  Rev.  Harry  L.  Veazey,  Harriman,  Tenn. 

V.  All  communications  for  the  Commander-in-Chief  or  Adjutant-General 
should  be  addressed  to  these  Headquarters  While  it  is  intended  that  brothers 
of  the  Order  should  feel  free  at  all  times  to  commuuicate  direct  with  any  of 
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the  officers  of  the  Commanclery -in-Chief  upon  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of 
the  organization,  yet  correspondence  requiring  official  action  must  be  forwarded 
through  proper  channels.  Such  communications  from  camps  and  individual 
members  should  be  forwarded  through,  and  bear  the  endorsement  of,  their 
respective  Division  Commanders. 

Keports  must  be  sent  to  the  Adjutant-General,  and  remittances  for  per 
capita  tax  or  charter  fees  must  be  made  in  the  form  of  New  York  or  Boston 
exchange  and  made  payable  to  the  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  All 
orders  for  supplies  from  Division  Headquarters  must  be  made  to  R.  Loebensteiu, 
Quartermaster-General,  Room  7,  84  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago,  111.,  remittances  for 
the  same  to  be  in  the  form  of  New  York  or  Chicago  exchange,  payable  to  his 
order.  Express  or  postal  money  orders  will  be  received  by  both  offices.  Care 
should  however  be  taken  to  have  them  made  payable  to  the  proper  officer. 

VI.  The  following  chauges  in  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations 
were  made  by  the  Commanclery  and  are  now  of  full  force  and  effect :  — 

Chapter  I.,  Article  V. 

Eligibility  to  Membership. 

Section  1.  All  male  descendants,  not  less  than  eighteen 
years  of  age,  of  soldiers,  sailors  or  marines  who  served  in  the 
Union  army  or  navy  during  the  war  of  1861-65,  and  who  were 
in  the  service  at  the  close  of  said  war,  or  who,  by  reason  of 
death  or  honorable  discharge,  severed  their  connection  there- 
with before  the  close  of  said  war,  shall  be  eligible  to  member- 
ship ;  provided,  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  who  has  ever 
been  convicted  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  who  has,  or  whose 
father  has,  ever  borne  arms  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Chapter  V.,  Article  XX. 
Rituals,  etc. 

Section  2.  The  full  use  of  the  ritualistic  ceremonies  in 
the  muster  of  recruits  is  optional  with  Camps ;  but  the  obli- 
gation of  membership,  the  closing  instruction  by  the  captain 
in  the  degree  of  Loyalty,  in  presenting  the  insignia  of  the 
Order,  and  the  demonstration  of  the  secret  work  shall  never 
be  omitted. 

VII.  Inspector-General  J.  Frank  Durston  (address,  White  Mem.  Bldg., 
Syracuse,  N.Y.)  is  hereby  ordered  on  duty,  to  take  charge  of  the  annual 
inspections. 
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Division  Inspectors  are  directed  to  report  to  the  above  named  officer  for 
instructions. 

Owing  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  session  of  the  Encampment  to  the 
dates  specified  by  the  C.  R.  &  R.  for  the  annual  camp  inspections,  there  will  be 
no  important  changes  at  this  time  in  the  form  of  the  inspection  blank. 

VIII.  The  Encampment  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  number  of 
special  committees,  the  members  of  which  will  be  announced  in  later  orders. 

IX.  The  Commander-in-Chief,  in  beginning  his  term  of  service,  desires 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  whatever  the  ills  of  the  organization  are, 
however  great  tbe  losses  in  membership  have  been  in  the  past,  there  is  in  the 
hands  of  every  member  a  simple  remedy,  which,  once  properly  applied,  must 
have  its  effect. 

Our  fathers  fought  for  their  country  and  its  flag ;  they  instituted  and  have 
maintained  their  grand  fraternal  organization.  Discouragements  were  faced 
and  hardships  endured  before  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  attained  its 
growth  and  power.  The  Sons  of  Veterans  have  a  splendid  organization,  lofty 
in  purpose,  grand  in  its  principles.  We  have  gained  and  lost,  legislated  and 
experimented;  success  and  discouragements  have  been  experienced,  and  today 
we  must  face  the  simple  proposition  of  whether  we  shall  enlarge  our  member- 
ship or  allow  it  to  dwindle  away  so  that  each  year  our  ranks  become  smaller 
and  smaller. 

How  can  each  member  do  that  which  will  invigorate  and  give  new  life  to 
the  Order?  There  is  only  one  way  —  work!  Hard,  energetic,  unceasing,  loyal 
effort  to  induce  those  worthy  and  eligible,  to  join  with  us  in  the  duties  of 
Friendship,  Charity  and  Loyalty.  This  will  stop  the  losses  and  gain  the  head- 
way we  desire.  It  is  within  the  power  of  thousands  of  our  brothers  to  bring 
new  members  into  the  Order,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief  calls  upon  the  rank 
and  file,  from  the  brothers  who  have  achieved  the  highest  honors  to  the  newest 
recruits  in  the  several  Camps,  to  work  zealously  for  the  upbuilding  of  the 
Order. 

By  command  of 

'  CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 

Commander-in-  Chief. 

Official: 


\  Adjutant-General. 
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Since  last  publication  applications  for  charters  have  been  approved  as 

follows  :  — 


Date. 

No.  Camp. 

Location. 

Division. 

No. 
Applicants. 



July  1G 

47 

Plymouth 

Wisconsin 



28 

"  17 

Latrobe 

Pennsylvania 

28  i 

"  19 

Joliet 

Illin  ois 

16 

"  19 

12 

Belle  Fourche 

So.  Dakota  (Dis.) 

16 

"  19 

17 

Ford 

Kentucky 

15 

"  22 

6 

Black  River  Falls 

Wisconsin  (Dis.) 

25 

lL  26 

Webb  City 

Missouri 

16 

"  26 

Bolivar 

New  York 

22 

"  2G 

80 

Corydon 

Iowa  (Dis.) 

28 

"  2G 

90 

Osceola 

37 

"  27 

Berlin  Centre 

Ohio 

15 

"  27 

48 

River  Falls 

Wisconsin 

37 

"  29 

_i_J IcXiiv/litil  \_l 

TVTi  plii  p*n  ii 

±j -L 1  w  11 1  £L  <X>  LI 

19 

"  29 

289 

Finkneyville 

Illinois 

'  28 

"  29 

Everett 

Pennsylvania 

28 

"  30 

173 

Oregon 

Illinois 

39 

"  31 

171 

Farnam 

Nebraska  (Dis.) 

17 

Aug;,  4 

Dexter 

Maine 

15 

10 

20 

Vinita,  Ind.  Ter. 

Kansas 

28 

IG 

15 

Maquoketa 

Iowa  (Dis.) 

19 

"  17 

Northumberland 

Pennsylvania 

43 

"  19 

Dausville 

Kentucky 

16 

"  25 

East  St.  Louis 

Illinois 

21 

"  25 

Cedar  Springs 

Michigan 

IS 

"  28 

18 

Rocky  Ford 

Colorado  (Dis  ) 

15 

"  28 

8 

Parkland,  Okla. 

Kansas 

18 

"  31 

Errington 

Ohio 

28 

Sept.  16 

Horseheads 

New  York 

15 

20 

Bath 

40 

Total  number  of  Applications  for  camp  charters,  29;  total  number  of 
Applicants,  690. 
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HEADQUARTERS  COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, 
SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.S.A., 

Room  947,  Tremont  Building, 

Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  18,  1897. 


General  Orders,  \ 
No.  G.  / 

I.  The  following  details  and  assignments  as  Assistant  Inspectors-General 
have  been  made  by  Inspector-General  J.  Frank  Durston,  and  approved  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  Instructions  have  been  issued,  and  a  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duty  assigned  is  expected  from  each  brother. 


Division 


Alabama  &  Tennessee 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Gulf 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

( >hio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Dakota 

Vermont 

Washington 

W est  Virginia 

Wisconsin 


Asst. -Ins.  General 


Valentine  Gilb,  Jr. 
Frank  C.  Shipley 
Columbus  Borin 
W.  M.  P.  Bowen 
Josiah  Gross 
George  E.  Cogshall 
James  W.  Noel 
Charles  C.  Townsend 
Wm.  H.  Russell 
George  PI.  Capito 
William  A.  Stevens 
Wildun  Scott 
George  E.  Cox 
William  G.  Dustin 
Rev.  W.  J.  Patton 

E.  W.  Raymond 
James  D.  Rowen 
Robert  L.  Whitcomb 
Edward  R.  Campbell 
Arthur  B.  Spink 
Charles  J.  Deckman 
R.  J.  Courtney 

W.  Scott  Obeidorf 
Edward  T.  Monohan 
George  F.  Wolz 
Herbert  O.  Bixby 

F.  W.  Myers 
A.  T.  Wilson 


Rank. 


Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Council-in-Chief 
Past  Division  Commauder 
Past  Division  Commander 
Sen. -Vice  Commander-in-Chief 
Jun.-Vice  Commander-in-Chief 
Division  Commander 
Past  Commander-in-Chief 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Inspector-General 
Past  Division  Commander 
Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 
Past  Division  Commander 

Past  Division  Commander 
Division  Commander 


Address 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Oakland,  Cal. 
Oberlin,  Kan. 
Providence,  R.I. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Benton,  Wis. 
La  Crosse,  Kan. 
Louisville,  Ky. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Milton,  Pa. 
Hartford,  Conn. 
Dwight,  111. 
Marinette,  Wis. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Des  Moines,  la. 
Portland,  Me. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Providence,  R.I. 
Malvern,  O. 
Okobojo,  S.D. 
Dansville,  N.Y. 
Underbill,  Vt. 
Freemont,  Neb. 
Chelsea,  Vt. 

Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 
Cedar  Rapids,  la. 


II.  The  following  details  have  been  made  :  Thomas  J.  Hannon,  Dedham, 
Mass.,  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Fred  J.  Sanforcl,  Chicago,  111.,  as 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General. 
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III.  The  appointment  of  the  following  committees,  provided  for  by  the 
Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  is  hereby  an- 
nounced :  — 

Committee  on  Ritual,  Charles  D.  Rooney,  Carter  Building,  7  Water  St., 
Boston,  Mass. ;  W.  Y.  Morgan,  Hutchinson,  Kan. ;  Clark  J.  Tisdell,  Chicago,  111. 

Committee  on  School  Histories  and  Patriotic  Teaching,  to  act  in 'conjunc- 
tion with  a  similar  committee  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which 
Judge  Marsh  of  Indiana  is  Chairman;  Rev.  Somerville  Light,  Bluffton,  Ind. ; 
William  M.  P.  Bowen,  Providence,  R.I. ;  Rev.  W.  J.  Patton,  Marinette,  Wis. ; 
Fred  A  Godcharles,  Milton,  Pa.  ;  Henry  H.  Parker,  Gloversville,  N.Y. 

Committee  to  draft  new  eligibility  clause  for  the  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations,  William  H.  Russell,  La  Crosse,  Kas  ;  Charles  T.  Orner,  Bloom- 
ington,  111. 

Committee  to  visit  the  next  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  extend  the  greetings  of  our  Order  :  Hon.  J.  M  Thurston, 
Omaha,  Neb.  ;  Past  Commander-in-Chief  William  E.  Buudy,  Cincinnati,  0.  ; 
Past  Division  Commander  W.  H.  Armstrong,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  ;  Division 
Commander  A.  W.  Jones,  Youngstown,  0.;  Past  Division  Commander 
William  G.  Dustin,  Dwight,  111. 

Committee  on  Military  Reserve  :  E.  R.  Campbell,  Washington,  D.C. ;  Fred 
B.  Morse,  Elizabeth,  N.J.  ;  Walter  E.  Duncan,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Committee  to  investigate  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  Military  College 
as  a  memorial  to  the  soldiers  and  members  of  the  G.A  R  :  A.  L.  Sorter,  Jr., 
Mason  City,  la. ;  George  E.  Cox,  Hartford,  Conn.  ;  Mauley  Wren,  Bethany, 
Mo. ;  H.  0.  Bixby,  Chelsea,  Vt  ;  R.  M.  Buckley,  Louisville,  Ky. 

An  invitation  having  been  extended  for  us  to  join  with  the  Grand  Army. of 
the  Republic  in  an  effort  to  secure  National  legislation  furthering  the  interests 
of  military  instruction  in  the  public  schools,  the  Commander-in-Chief  has 
detailed  to  take  charge  of  the  matter,  Brother  Charles  A.  Stillings,  55  Sudbury. 
St.,  Boston.  It  is  desired  that  Division  Commanders  at  once  select  some  one 
in  their  respective  divisions  to  assist  in  this  work,  reporting  names  and 
addresses  to  the  above-named  brother,  and  also  to  Capt.  Edmund  L.  Zalinski, 
U.S.A.  (retired),  Century  Club,  New  York  City.  The  Encampment  endorsed, 
by  resolutions,  this  proposed  legislation,  and  while  a  committee  was  not 
expressly  authorized,  this  means  is  taken  to  further  the  success  of  the  project. 
It  is  hoped  that  brothers  interested  in  educational  or  military  matters,  or  both, 
may  be  chosen  for  this  service. 

IV.  Judge  Advocate-General  Edward  K.  Gould  has  been  authorized  and 
directed  to  prepare  for  the  use  of  the  Order  a  digest  of  such  decisions  of 
Commanders-in-Chief  and  opinions  of  Judge  Advocates-General  as  are  now  in 
force.  This  action  has  been  taken  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  publication  of 
the  Blue  Book  is  at  present  impossible,  while  the  imperative  demand  for  some 
guide  to  the  decisions  and  opinions  cannot  be  doubted.  It  will  be  ready  for 
distribution  through  the  Quartermaster-General's  Department  by  January  1, 
and  it  is  believed  will  be  found  all  that  could  be  desired  in  the  way  of  a  digest. 
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Copies  will  be  sold  at  a  low  price,  but  so  as  to  afford  both  the  Commandery-in 
Chief  and  Divisions  a  fair  margin  of  profit.  While  impossible  to  accurately 
gauge  the  edition,  it  would  certainly  aid  in  so  doing  if  Division  Commanders 
would  indicate  to  the  Quartermaster-General  the  number  of  copies  they  pro- 
pose to  order.  The  work  should  certainly  find  its  Avay  to  every  camp-room 
and  many  individual  members  will  find  it  of  great  value. 

V.    Division  Encampments  will  be  held  as  follows  : 


Division  Commanders  will  advise  these  headquarters  at  once  of  the  dates 
arranged  for  the  annual  encampments  of  their  respective  Divisions. 

VI.  The  time  has  come  when  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  radical  change  in 
the  manner  of  making  quarterly  returns  to  the  Commandery  Headquarters. 
Promptness  is  essential  and  it  rests  largely  with  the  camps  to  do  their  duty  in 
this  respect.  Division  Commanders  will  hereafter  cause  the  blanks  for  the 
quarterly  returns  to  be  forwarded  to  each  camp,  at  least  two  weeks  prior  to 
the  close  of  the  quarterly  term.  Captains  of  camps  will  cause  said  reports  to 
be  properly  executed  and  forwarded  to  Division  Headquarters,  immediately 
after  the  close  of  the  last  meeting  for  the  quarter.  Division  Commanders, 
upon  receiving  the  reports,  will  cause  them  to  be  consolidated  and  make 
returns  to  the  Commandery  Headquarters  within  the  time  specified  by  the 
Commandery  Rules  and  Regulations.  Unwarranted  tardiness  is  equivalent  to 
negligence  of  duty  and  cannot  be  tolerated.  Promptness  facilitates  the  work 
of  the  organization  and  is  commendable.  Commanders  must  see  to  it  that 
the  blank  reports  reach  the  camps  in  ample  time  to  make  returns,  thus  furnish- 
ing no  excuse  for  delay,  and  can  then  insist  upon  the  same  being  promptly 
made.  Captains  must  attend  to  that  part  of  their  duty  that  requires  them  to 
see  that  the  quarterly  reports  are  promptly  forwarded.  We  shall  expect  a 
great  improvement  to  be  shoAvn  for  the  quarter  ending  December  31. 

The  Commanders  of  the  several  Divisions  that  have  failed  to  report  for 
the  quarter  ending  September  30,  will  cause  reports  to  be  forwarded  without 
further  delay. 

VII.  The  Commander-in-Chief  has  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  many 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  as  well  as  of  our  oavii  Order,  at 
campfires  and  other  gatherings  during  the  past  few  weeks.  It  was  his  privi- 
lege to  represent  the  Sons  of  Veterans  at  the  reception  tendered  to  Commander- 
in-Chief  Gobin  and  Department  Commander  Shaw  by  Lafayette  Post  No.  140, 
G.A.R.,  in  New  York  City  on  the  evening  of  November  19.  On  all  occasions 
he  has  found  the  warmest  expressions  of  goodAvill  toward  our  Order,  and  is 
more  than  ever  impressed  with  the  belief  that  any  failure  to  come  up  to  the 
full  measure  of  our  possibilities  as  an  organization  will  be  properly  chargeable 
to  lack  of  effort  on  the  part  of  our  own  membership. 


Connecticut  at  New  Haven 
Massachusetts  at  Boston 


February  11,  1S98 
February  21-22,  1898 
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"While  unable  to  respond  in  person  to  all  of  the  invitations  which  come  to 
hand,  yet  it  is  his  intention  to  allow,  if  possible,  no  opportunity  to  pass  for 
making  better  known  the  principles  of  our  Order,  for  bringing  recruits  into 
its  ranks  and  strengthening  the  regard  in  which  it  is  already  held. 

Officers  and  members  can  aid  in  this  work  by  seeing  to  it  that  on  all  occa- 
sions, when  the  honor  of  an  invitation  is  given  for  representation  in  any 
capacity,  it  meets  with  a  prompt  and  favorable  response. 

VIII.  We  are  advised  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual 
Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  held  at  Indianapolis,  Sept.  9-11, 
1897,  have  been  edited  under  the  supervision  of  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
James  Lewis  Rake  and  Past  Adjutant-General  Horace  H.  Hammer,  and  are 
now  ready  for  promulgation. 

IX.  Upon  recommendation  of  the  Division  Commander,  the  charter  of 
Camps  11  and  13,  Kansas  Division,  has  been  revoked. 

X.  The  members  of  the  Order  are  warned  against  one  AVilliam  Crane, 
who  claims  to  be  a  member  of  the  Order,  and,  with  his  wife  and  child,  plays 
upon  the  sympathy  of  the  brothers.  This  same  party  was  published  in  General 
Orders  6,  series  1896.  He  has  traveled  east  and  west,  claiming  to  be  con- 
nected with  a  number  of  camps.  He  is  an  impostor  beyond  question,  and  when 
last  heard  from  was  headed  toward  Kansas. 

XI.  The  passing  of  the  current  month  reminds  us  that  we  are  on  the 
threshold  of  the  new  year,  and  at  this  time  we  wish  to  record  the  recognition 
and  thanks  of  the  Order  to  the  officers  and  members  that  have  rendered 
faithful  service  for  the  past  year.  "We  urge  those  about  to  retire  from  office 
not  to  forget  that  it  is  their  plain  duty  to  continue  their  work  for  the  success 
of  their  camp  and  division.  It  is  not  only  unbecoming,  but  a  poor  return 
for  honors  conferred,  for  past  officers  to  become  indolent  members.  United 
effort,  co-operation,  harmony  and  a  willingness  to  render  such  service  as  past 
experience  may  qualify  them  to  perform,  is  not  only  most  desirable,  but  the 
camp  and  division  have  a  right  to  expect  and  a  just  claim  to  the  services  of 
their  past  officers. ,  The  rank  and  file  is  the  bulwark  of  the  Order.  In  them  we 
find  hope  and  inspiration.  To  the  members  who  have  been  loyal  to  their  camps 
are  we  indebted  for  whatever  improvements  have  been  or  may  be  shown. 
"We  call  for  your  services;  we  request  your  support;  we  know  that  every 
member  can  do  something  for  the  advancement  of  the  Order.  Therefore,  let 
it  become  a  resolution  with  each  of  us  to  render  some  service  that  will 
prove  of  value.  Bring  into  our  ranks  new  recruits.  Nearly  every  member 
can  do  this,  and  if  all  are  awake  to  existing  opportunities,  we  shall  forge 
ahead  to  a  position  that  will  mark  the  cessation  of  losses,  and  establish 
the  advancement  that  will  bring  us  greater  strength  and  greater  influence 
as  an  Order.  Loyalty  is  one  of  our  grandest  principles,  and  loyalty  to  the 
camp  of  which  we  are  members,  is  one  of  the  most  practical  exemplifications 
of  this  principle.  We  have  good  reasons  to  look  to  the  future  with  pleasing 
hope  and  anticipation ;  along  the  line  there  comes  the  cheering  news  of 
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zealous  work  and  activity.  Much  has  been  done  toward  improvement,  and 
we  have  had  brought  to  our  notice,  and  hereby  desire  to  officially  commend 
many  camps  for  increases  in  membership  they  have  recently  made.  The 
work  of  Pennsylvania  in  this  respect  is  extraordinary;  because  of  this, 
and  to  demonstrate  to  our  members  what  can  be  done  when  the  spirit  of 
activity  is  shown  by  the  commander  of  a  division,  loyally  supported  by  its 
officers  and  members,  we  mention  with  gratification  the  praiseworthy  record 
of  the  following  camps  in  that  Division  :  — 

Camp  49,  Shenandoah,  147  recruits,  September  29  —  November  11. 
109  Wilkes-Barre,  100  recruits,  December  10. 
Camp  54,  Mahanoy  City,  98  recruits,  July  30. 
Philadelphia  consolidated,  77  recruits,  November  19. 
Camp  121,  Milton,  Pa.,  64  recruits,  June  24  —  December  2. 
Camp  34,  Mt.  Carmel,  20  recruits,  August  13. 

We  want  this  kind  of  work  in  every  section  of  the  country.  May  the  first 
of  the  year  mark  the  beginning  of  an  era  of  progress,  extending  for  a  period 
that  will  bring  into  our  ranks  the  thousands  who  are  eligible,  and  making  our 
Order  the  strongest  patriotic  body  in  the  land. 


P>y  command  of 


CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 

Commander -in- Chief. 


Official: 


Adjutant-General. 
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Since  last  publication  applications  for  charters  have  been  approved  as 

follOAVS  :  — 


No. 
Camp. 


11 

161 
49 

106 
80 


65 
73 
96 
310 


57 
75 


12 
11 
20 
21 


112 


231 


Location. 


Port  Jervis. . . . 
Jeil'erson,  Okla 

Mancelona  

Sisseton  

East  Palestine. 

Trufant  

Smyrna,  Del. . . 
Rock  Valley. . . 

Strahan  

Goodell  

"Washington  . . . 

Delhi  

Alba  

Erin  

Montrose  

Milton  

Ironton  

Nashua  

South  Standish 

Dawson  

Willmar  

Paintsville  

Spring  Mills  

Fairbury  

Millerton  

Cincinnati  

Bellefontaine. . 


Division. 


New  York  

Kansas  

Michigan  

South  Dakota... . 

Ohio  

Michigan  

Maryland  

Iowa  (Dis.)  

Pennsylvania — 

New  York  

Missouri  

New  York  

Michigan  

New  Hampshire. 

Ohio  

New  Hampshire. 

Maine  

Minnesota  (Dis.) 

Minnesota   

Kentucky   

Pennsylvania  

Nebraska  (DisJ . 

Pennsylvania  

Ohio  


Total  number  of  camps  .....  2G 
Total  number  of  applicants       .  .       .  080 

The  following  camps  have  been  mustered  and  issued  charters  since  last 
publication  :  — 


Oct. 

8 

237 

Oct. 

8 

253 

Oct. 

8 

315 

Oct. 

8 

174 

Oct. 

8 

50 

Oct. 

8 

70 

Oct. 

15 

50 

Oct. 

15 

73 

Oct. 

15 

65 

Oct. 

15 

90 

Oct. 

25 

512 

Oct. 

25 

33 

Nov. 

4 

161 

Nov. 

4 

SO 

Nov. 

12 

75 

Nov. 

12 

3 

Nov. 

10 

20 

Nov. 

17 

18 

Nov. 

20 

316 

Nov. 

27 

49 

Nov. 

29 

112 

Nov. 

29 

12 

Nov.  29 

57 

Dec. 

4 

11 

Dec. 

10 

100 

Dec. 

10 

11 

Camp 
No. 


Location 


Cedar  Springs  

Everett  

Northumberland  

East  St.  Louis  

Webb  City  

Horseheads   

Alexandria  

Strahan  (Dis.)  

Rock  Valley  (Dis.). . 

Goodell  (Dis.)  

Ervington  

"Wessington  Springs 

Mancelona  

Trufant   

Erin  

Milton  

Dawson  

Danville  

"Washington   

Sisseton  

Fairbury  

Nashua  

Alba  

Jefferson,  Okla  

East  Palestine  

South  Standish  


Division. 


Michigan   

Pennsylvania  ... 
Pennsylvania 

Illinois  

Missouri  

New  York  

South  Dakota  

Iowa  

Iowa  

Iowa   

Ohio  

South  Dakota  

Michigan   

Michigan  

New  York  

New  Hampshire. 
Minnesota  (Dis.). 

Kentucky   

Pennsylvania 

South  Dakota  

Nebraska  (Dis.) . . 
New  Hampshire. 

Missouri  

Kansas  

Ohio  

Maine  


Total  number  of  camps 
Total  number  mustered 


26 
524 
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HEADQUARTERS  COMMANDEKY-IN-CIIIEF, 
SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.S.A., 

Room  947,  Tremont  Building, 

Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  12,  18'JS. 

General  Orders  "I 
No.  1.  J 
Whole  Number 

Series  1S97-C. 

I.  Copies  of  the  Digest  of  Decisions  and  Opinions  prepared  by  Judge- 
Advocate  General  Edward  K.  Gould  are  iioav  in  the  hands  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General  ready  for  distribution.  It  is  believed  that  this  work  covers  in  a 
comprehensive  manner  very  important  matters  concerning  the  interpretation 
of  our  organic  law,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the  Order. 
Division  Commanders  can  receive  full  information  on  this  subject  by  applica- 
tion to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

II.  Division  Commanders  are  requested  to  see  that  the  Surgeons'  reports 
of  their  respective  Divisions  are  forwarded  to  the  Surgeon-General,  Dr.  Dan  S. 
Gardner,  Massillon,  Ohio,  at  an  early  date  It  is  desired  to  secure  a  complete 
report  from  every  Division  without  any  unnecessary  delays. 

III.  The  f  ollowiug  additional  appointments  and  assignments  as  Assistant 
Inspectors-General  have  been  made  :  — 

Dr.  E.  Weldon  Young,  Past-Surgeon  General,  to  inspect  the  Washington 
Division.  George  F.  Wolz,  Past  Division  Commander,  to  inspect  the  Nebraska 
Division.  D.  S.  Printup,  Past  Division  Commander,  to  inspect  the  South 
Dakota  Division. 

Resignations  have  been  received  and  accepted  from  Past  Division  Com- 
mander James  D.  Ro  wen  as  Inspector  for  the  Nebraska  Division ;  Past  Divi- 
sion Commander  George  F.  Wolz,  as  Inspector  for  the  South  Dakota  Division. 

IV.  It  is  the  intention  that  Inspector-General  J.  Frank  Durston,  Syracuse, 
NY.  (24  White  Memorial  Building),  shall  prepare  a  new  set  of  inspection 
blanks  to  conform  to  the  present  needs  of  the  Order.  Those  interested  in  this 
matter  are  invited  to  offer  such  suggestions  as  they  deem  proper,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Inspector  General.  It  is  deemed  advisable  to  undertake  this 
work  now,  OAving  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  National  Encampment  to  the 
dates  of  inspections  and  the  consequent  inability  to  prepare  and  get  new 
blanks  into  channels  in  time  for  use. 

V.  In  connection  with  the  observance  of  Union  Defenders'  Day,  Memorial 
Day  and  similar  occasions,  attention  is  again  called  to  the  fact  that  at  the  Four- 
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teenth  National  Encampment  (Knoxville),  "  The  Banner  of  Beauty  and  Glory  " 
was  adopted  as  the  National  hymn  of  the  Order.  Copies  may  be  obtained  of 
Nash  &  Nash,  Tipton,  Ind.  The  Indiana  Division  has  secured  several  hundred 
copies  of  a  libretto  containing  this  and  other  songs  which  may  be  procured 
upon  application  to  George  W.  Krietenstein,  Quartermaster  Indiana  Division, 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.  Prices  will  be  furnished  for  single  copies,  or  a  larger  number 
upon  application  to  the  above-named  parties. 

VI.  All  brothers  wishing  to  make  suggestions  with  regard  to  the  revision 
of  the  Ritual  of  the  Order  are  requested  to  send  the  same  to  C.  D.  Rooney, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Revision  of  Ritual,  307  Carter  Building,  Boston,  Mass 
All  matter  to  be  considered  should  be  typewritten,  if  possible,  and  three  copies 
sent  in  each  case.  Division  Commanders  are  requested  to  forward  in  triplicate 
copies  of  resolutions  bearing  on  the  subject  which  may  be  adopted  by  their 
respective  Division  Encampments,  so  that  they  may  also  be  considered  in 
advance  of  being  presented  to  the  next  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  at  Omaha.  Commanders  of  Divisions  are  also  requested  to  embody  the 
substance  of  this  paragraph,  as  far  as  it  pertains  to  communications  from 
individuals,  in  their  next  orders. 

VII.  The  following  Encampment  dates  are  announced  :  — 

Alabama  and  Tennessee  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  February  23-24 

California  at  Nevada  City       ....  April  19-21 

Kansas  at  "Wichita   April  20-22 

Michigan  at  Port  Huron         ....  June  14-105 

Nebraska  at  Omaha        .....  February  14 

New  Jersey  at  Trenton  ....  February  17 

VIII.  The  Encampment  of  the  Rhode  Island  Division  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Providence,  February  1,  at  which  Walter  R.  Williams,  Woonsocket, 
was  elected  and  installed  as  Division  Commander. 

IX.  The  changes  from  the  totals  of  the  June  report,  in  the  column  "num- 
ber in  good  standing  at  date  of  last  report,"  in  the  Adjutant-General's  consoli- 
dation of  returns  for  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  have  been  rendered 
necessary  by  corrections  made  both  at  these  Headquarters  and  by  Division 
commanders,  subsequent  to  the  tabulation  by  the  preceding  Administration. 
Division  officers  must  exercise  greater  care  in,  and  a  closer  supervision  over, 
the  filling  out  of  these  report  blanks,  as  errors  are  not  infrequently  found  of  a 
nature  which  renders  it  downright  charity  to  assign  to  gross  negligence. 

X.  The  Commander-in-Chief  is  pleased  to  announce  that  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  Order  has  improved  and  that  the  prospects  for  further  improve- 
ments appear  to  be  most  excellent. 

In  the  matter  of  recruiting,  and,  in  several  Divisions,  in  organizing  new 
Camps,  a  step  has  been  taken  in  the  right  direction  and  a  continuance  can  but 
give  the  Order  greater  numerical  strength. 

Without  intending  to  overdo  the  urging  of  greater  activity  on  the  part  of 
our  members,  it  is  none  the  less  important  that  each  brother  should  feel  some- 
thing of  an  individual  responsibility  for  the  welfare  of  his  Camp,  which  means 
the  welfare  of  the  Order. 
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It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  greater  portion  of  our  members  can  do  more 
than  they  are  doing  to  build  up  the  membership,  and  we  trust  that  every 
brother  who  has  the  opportunity  to  induce  others  to  join  with  him  in  the  work 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  will  not  neglect  his  duty  in  this  respect. 

In  this  connection  we  are  reminded  that,  while  it  is  desirable  to  obtain 
new  members,  it  is  also  necessary  that  we  should  retain  those  already  affiliated. 
The  suspension  list  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  enormous,  unless  more 
attention  is  paid  to  dealing  with  this  vexing  and  often  discouraging  problem. 

Personal  attention  to  delinquents  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  Camps,  and 
a  thorough  understanding  of  the  causes  that  lead  to  delinquency,  should  first 
be  ascertained,  before  final  action  is  taken  an  1  names  added  to  the  suspension 
list.  It  is  well  not  to  permit  a  brother  to  impair  his  membership  without 
some  personal  and  direct  effort  by  the  proper  Camp  officers  to  prevent  him,  if 
possible,  from  incurring  snch  disability. 

The  season  of  the  year  that  has  heretofore  been  marked  by  active  work  is 
at  hand,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  year  will  prove  no  exception  to  the  rule,  unless 
it  be  in  the  abundance  of  its  good  results.  To  this  end  the  purpose  and  object 
of  each  member  should  be  to  give  some  practical  service,  that  will  tend  to 
enlarge  the  membership,  extend  the  influence  and  increase  the  prestige  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans. 

By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 

Commancler-in- Chief 

Official : 


j    Adjutant  General. 
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Quartermaster-General's  Department,  \ 
84  La  Salle  St.,  Boom  7,  J 

Charles  K.  Darling,  Chicago,  Feb.  1,  1898. 

Commander-in-Chief,  S.V.,  U.S.A., 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the 
period  Sept.  11  to  Dec.  31,  1897. 

BECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITUBES. 


Dr. 


Cash  on  hand,  as  per  last 

report   $  710  41 

Beceived  for  supplies    .    .  l',341  15 

"    P.C.  tax    .    .  1,139  57 

'•'    charter  fees  .  83  00 


$3,274  13 


LOSSES. 

General  Orders     ...  $   65  10 

Salaries   750  00 

Travelling  expenses  ...  23  25 

Office  expenses      ....  303  77 

General  expenses  ....  110  04 

Sixteenth  Nat.  Encampment  123  50 

Balance  (gain)      ....  07  16 


$1,442  82 


Cr. 

Paid  for  supplies  (including 

cost  of  shipping)    $  910  36 


"  office  expenses     .  303  77 

"     "  general  expenses  .  110  04 

"     "  travelling  expenses  23  25 

"  salaries    ....  750  00 
"     "  Sixteenth  National 

Encampment    .    .  123  50 

11  General  Orders     .  65  10 

"     "  Miscellaneous  .    .  •  2  85 

Cash  on  hand   985  26 


$3,274  13 
.  $1,428  45 


•  $  260  40 
21  90 
23  00 
5  17 

.     2,646  73 


$2,957  20 


GAINS. 

Charter  fees      ...        .  $   83  00 

P.C  tax   .    .    .        ...  1,139  57 

Supplies  ....        ...  220  25 


$1,442  82 

B.  LOEBENSTEIN, 

Quartermaster-General. 


Dec.  31,  1897,  supplies  on  hand,  as  per  inventory 


GENEBAL  ACCOUNT,  Dec  31,  1897. 


ASSETS . 

Furniture  .... 
Supplies  .... 

Cash  

Various  divisions  . 


$  535  50 
1,428  45 
985  26 
7  99 


,957  20 


LIABILITIES 

A.  P.  Davis  .... 
Cameron,  Amberg  &  Co 
P.  F.  Pettiboue  &  Co. 
Various  Divisions 
Surplus  ..... 


PBOFPT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT,  Dec.  31,  1S97. 
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Since  last  publication  applications 
follows :  — 


for  charters  have  been  approved 


Date. 


1897 

Dec.  16 
"  16 
"  16 
"  16 
"  16 
"  16 
"  18 
"  23 
"  27 
"  27 
"  30 
"  31 
1898 

Jan.  3 
4 
7 

' 1  7 
"  10 
"  10 
"  17 
"  17 
"  20 
"  22 
"  22 
"  26 
"  26 
"  26 
28 

"  31 
Feb.  1 
2 
4 

4 

5 


No.  Camp 


319 


13 
241 
240 
2 


242 


175 
42 
IS 
41 


32 
61 
125 


Location. 


Benton  

Bellaire  

Cloud  Chief,  Okla. . 

Wexford  , 

Bellaire  

Bedford   

Plymouth  

Clio  

Hilton  Head  (S.C.). 

Caro  

Hope  

Cazenovia  


Rochelle  (Dis.) . . . 

San  Jose  (Dis.)  

Neosho  Falls  

Bethany  

Northwood  

Glen  Cove  

Grand  Haven  

Glenmont  

Muskegon  

Galveston  (Texas) 

Boonville   

Nokornis  (Dis.)  — 

Chicago  (Dis.)  

Prescott  (bis.)  — 

Youngsville  

Brockton  

Sheffield  

Thompsonville  

Green  Castle  

Wilmington,  Del. . 

Long  Branch  

Gretna,  La  


Division. 


Pennsylvania. 

Ohio  

Kansas  

Michigan  


Indiana. . . 
Michigan. 


Maryland  . 
Michigan. . 

Indiana  

New  York. 


Illinois  

Cal.  and  H.I  

Kansas  

Illinois  

New  Hampshire. 

New  York  

Michigan  

Ohio   

Michigan  

Missouri  


Illinois. 


Iowa  

Pennsylvania.. 
Massachusetts 
Pennsylvania  . 
Connecticut. . . 

Missouri  

Maryland  

New  Jersey  — 
Gulf  


No. 
Applicants. 


24 
15 
16 
40 
20 
15 
32 
32 
27 
15 
23 
22 

33 
20 
32 
24 
19 
17 
25 
21 
52 
22 
26 
26 
17 
16 
15 
30 
21 
21 
21 
17 
37 
19 


Total  number  of  Camps  .  .  ...  34 
Total  number  of  applicants  812 

The  following  Camps  have  been  mustered  and  issued  charters  since  last 
publication  :  — 


Date. 


1897 

Dec  18 
"  20 
"  27 
"  28 
"  28 
1898 

Jan.  3 
3 
4 

"  12 
"  12 
"  12 
"  12 
"  19 
"  25 
"  26 
"  26 
"  26 
"  26 
"  26 


Location. 


Vinita,  Ind.  Ter. 
Smyrna,  Del  — 
Parkland,  Okla. 

Millerton  

Spring  Mill  


Rochelle  (Dis.). 

Will  mar  

San  Jose  (Dis.). 

Bellaire  

Wexford  

Clio  

Delhi  

Bedford   

Neosho  Falls. . . 

Bethany  

Nokornis  (Dis.). 
Chicago  (Dis.).  . 

Benton   

Prescott  (Dis.) . 


Division. 


Kansas  

Maryland  

Kansas  

Pennsylvania. 


Illinois 
Minnesota 
Cal.  and  H. 
Michigan... 


New  York. 
Indiana.. . . 

Kansas  

Illinois 


Pennsylvania 
Iowa   


No. 
Mustered. 


Total  number  of  Camps  19 

Total  number  mustered    ...        .    .  120 


38 
2'.) 
15 
IS 
l(i 

33 
21 
20 
17 
27 
26 
17 
16 
28 
21 
26 
17 
1!) 
Hi 


1 
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HEADQUARTERS  COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF 
SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.S.A., 
Room  947,  Tkemont  Building, 

Boston,  Mass.,  April  12,  189S. 

General  Orders  1 
No.  2.  J 

I.  By  vote  of  the  Coimcil-iii-Cliief,  the  date  of  holding  the  Seventeenth 
Annual  Encampment  of  the  Oommandery-in-Chief  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  has  been 
fixed  for  September  12,  13,  14  and  15. 

Further  information  relative  to  the  arrangements  for  said  Encampment  will 
be  announced  in  later  Orders. 

II.  The  following  is  published  for  the  general  information  of  the  Order  :  — 

DECISION  XI. 

"  In  the  matter  of  the  eligibility  to  membership  of  Fremont  TieUe,  which 
comes  before  me  for  rehearing  on  the  petition  of  the  Commander  of  the  New 
Jersey  Division :  — 

"This  case  was  passed  upon  by  Commander-in-Chief  Rake  in  his  Decision 
V.,  wherein  it  was  held  that  Fremont  Tietze  had  been  illegally  mustered  into 
the  Order,  and  consequently  that  his  said  muster  was  null  and  void.  Upon 
appeal  this  decision  was  sustained  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief .  With  this 
as  the  record  of  the  case  I  should  ordinarily  refrain  from'  acting  upon  the 
petition  for  a  rehearing  in  manner  other  than  to  grant  the  same,  and  then  refer 
to  the  next  Commandery-in-Chief  such  new  evidence  as  was  produced,  together 
with  a  recommendation  thereon,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a  careful  exam- 
ination of  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  leads  me  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  case,  when  before  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  turned  largely 
upon  irregularity  in  the  appeal,  and  that  the  new  evidence  then  offered,  but 
which  Commander-in-Chief  Rake  had  not  at  hand  when  rendering  his  decision, 
was  not  considered.  But  having  granted  the  petition  for  a  rehearing,  I  find 
it  now  in  evidence  that  Emil  Tietze,  father  of  Fremont  Tietze,  enlisted  in 
Capt.  James  M.  Bell's  Unattached  Independent  Cavalry  Company  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  mustered  into  the  ninety  days'  State  Militia,  June  30,  1863,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  Aug.  9,  1863.  That  the  troops  served  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Nelson  A.  Miles  in  the  "  Department  of  the  Susquehanna," 
commanded  by  Major-General  Darius  N.  Couch,  both  of  these  officers  holding 
commissions  in  the  United  States  service.  The  members  of  this  Company  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  and  the  command  was  actually 
employed,  under  orders  of  Colonel  Miles  and  General  Couch,  in  resisting  the 
invasion  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  Lee's  army,  having  been  turned  over 
to  the  United  States  authorities  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  that  pur- 
pose.   It  also  appears  that  this  Company  was  paid,  subsisted  and  clothed  by 
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the  United  States  government.  Furthermore,  it  appears  in  evidence  that  a 
decision  has  been  rendered  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  holding  that  the  men  composing  the  Independent  Troop  of  Cav- 
alry commanded  by  Capt.  James  M.  Bell,  are  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  The  official  records  cited  haA'e  been  carefully  examined 
and  found  to  contain  all  that  is  claimed  for  them. 

"From  this  new  evidence  and  statement  of  facts,  I  am  satisfied  that  Emil 
Tietze,  father  of  Eremont  Tietze,  '  served  in  the  Union  Army,'  and  has  an 
honorable  discharge.  I  therefore  declare  Fremont  Tietze  eligible  to  member- 
ship in  our  Order,  and  that  he  should  be  reinstated  with  his  past  rank. 

"  In  addition  to  the  formal  petition,  abstract  of  new  evidence  and  copy  of 
argument,  there  are  retained  with  the  papers  in  the  case  until  such  time  as  this 
decision  may  be  acted  upon  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  the  original  discharge ; 
letter  from  Maj.-Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  U.S.A.,  dated  April  8,  1897  ;  two  letters 
from  Maj.  James  M.  Bell,  U.S. A  ,  dated  January  20  and  Nov.  7,  1897  ;  letter 
from  Commander  of  Lieutenaut  S.  C.  Potts  Post,  No.  G2,  Department  of  Penn- 
sylvania, G.A.R .,  dated  Dec.  2,  1897,  and  letter  of  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  G.A.R. ,  dated  Nov.  23,  1897." 

III.  Attention  is  again  called  to  the  "  Sons  of  Veterans  Digest,"  prepared 
by  Judge-Advocate  Gen.  Edward  K.  Gould.  It  is  suggested  that  members  who 
have  not  yet  procured  copies  of  the  same,  should  do  so.  Information  of  great 
value  concerning  questions  that  constantly  arise  in  camp  meetings  is  contained 
therein.  The  Digest  may  be  secured  upon  proper  requisitions  to  Division 
Headquarters. 

IV.  Division  Commanders  have  been  elected  as  follows  :  — 

Alabama  and  Tennessee        .       .  II.  T.  Cooper,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Connecticut   Leon  L.  Hall,  Wallingford. 

Massachusetts       ....  Leonard  C.  Couch,  Taunton. 

Nebraska   A.  H.  Rawitzer,  Omaha. 

New  Jersey   James  N.  Mathews,  Trenton. 

V.  The  following  Encampment  dates  are  announced  :  — 


Colorado  at  Cripple  Creek  . 

June 

15-17 

Gulf  at  New  Orleans  . 

June 

Iowa  at  Sioux  City     .       .       .  . 

June 

15-16 

Illinois  at  Streator     .       .       .  . 

May 

10-12 

Kentucky  at  Louisville 

May 

3-4 

Maine  at  Pittsfield 

June 

8-9 

Maryland  at  Hagerstown  . 

June 

15-16 

Minnesota  at  Sauk  Centre  . 

June 

14-16 

Missouri  at  Carthage  .  . 

May 

19-20 

New  Hampshire  at  Tilton  . 

April 

20-21 

New  York  at  Peekskill 

June 

28-30 

South  Dakota  at  Canton 

June 

7-9 

Washington  at  "Walla  Walla 

June 
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Commanders  who  have  not  forwarded  to  these  Headquarters  the  dates  of 
the  Encampments  of  their  respective  Divisions,  will  do  so  without  delay. 

VI.  An  impostor  giving  the  names  of  George  K.  Willson,  F.  Nelson,  and 
other  aliases,  has  been  working  upon  the  sympathies  of  brothers  in  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Island,  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  He  tells  a  story  of  having 
lost  his  overcoat  containing  his  pocket  book,  and  seeks  the  loan  of  enough 
monejr  to  get  him  to  his  home,  which  is  usually  not  far  distant.  The  sums 
advanced,  he  has  invariably  promised  to  return,  with  profuse  thanks  for  the 
accommodation.  He  is  described  as  about  5  feet  8  or  10  inches  in  height, 
reddish  complexion,  dressed  neatly,  and  appears  respectable,  smooth  talker, 
and  has  some  considerable  knowledge  of  the  secret  work.  Members  are 
warned  against  such  a  party,  in  fact  are  generally  cautioned  to  become  thor-. 
oughly  convinced  of  the  reliability  of  all  persons  seeking  assistance,  as 
members  of  the  Order. 

■  VII.  Upon  recommendation  of  Division  Commanders  the  charters  of  the 
following  Camps  have  been  revoked  and  annulled.  Alabama  and  Tennessee  33. 
Kansas,  13,  15,  19,  25.  Missouri,  2,5,  11,  16, 18,  23,  24,  25,  2G,  29,  30,  33,  34,  39, 
41,  45,  50,  69,  72,  75,  7G,  77,  82,  97,  107,  121,  151,  153,  166,  179,  182,  192,  194, 
195,  196,  197,  199,  205,  211,  215,  229. 

VIII.  Division  Commanders  are  requested  to  cause  reports  for  the 
quarter  ending  March  31,  and  subsequent  quarters  to  be  forwarded  to  these 
headquarters  without  any  unnecessary  delay.  Most  of  the  Divisions  exercise 
dispatch  in  this  respect,  others  are  very  neglectful.  There  is  no  excuse  for 
Camps  that  delay  beyond  the  time  specified  by  the  C.R.  &  R.,  and  Commanders 
should  enforce  their  authority  in  this  respect. 

IX.  The  Commander-in-Chief  announces  with  deep  regret  the  death  of 
Past  Commander  Jesse  R.  Dnngan  of  the  New  Jersey  Division,  March  6. 
Brother  Dungan  became  a  member  of  the  Order  in  1888,  serving  in  various 
Camp  and  Division  offices,  to  the  Commandership  in  1897.  The  deceased  was 
a  member  of  the  National  Guard,  connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
stood  high  in  his  chosen  profession,  at  the  time  of  his  death  being  the  Assist- 
ant Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Somerset  County. 

X.  Reference  to  the  Adjutant-General's  consolidated  report  for  the 
quarter  ending  Dec.  31,  1897,  published  herewith,  will  show  that  the  Order  is 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  net  gain  in  membership.  For  the  first  time  in  a 
number  of  years,  a  substantial  gain  is  shown  for  this  particular  quarter;  in 
fact,  the  gain  is  the  largest  experienced  in  any  quarter  for  quite  a  period. 

It  is  very  agreeable  to  be  privileged  to  report  a  net  gain  of  1206  members, 
and  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  since  the  June  quarter  1897,  the  net  gain  is  1378 
members.  "While  these  figures  demonstrate  what  can  be  done  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  Order,  it  does  not  signify  that  we  should  rest  content  with  the 
result.  There  are  many  thousands  more  yet  to  be  enrolled  in  our  Order,  and 
the  Commander-in-Chief  bespeaks  the  earnest,  faithful  service  of  all  brothers 
in  the  interests  of  recruiting,  thus  assuring  increased  strength  and  advance- 
ment of  our  grand  organization. 
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Let  the  energies  of  Division  Commanders,  their  associates,  Camp  officers, 
and  the  rank  and  file  of  loyal  brothers  be  devoted  to  forging  the  membership 
ahead  to  thousands  more  than  it  is  at  present. 

XI.  The  war-cloud  which  has  hung  over  our  land  for  weeks  past,  turns 
our  thoughts  more  than  ever  to  the  true  meaning  of  service  for  country  and 
willingness  to  die  if  need  be  in  her  defense. 

Our  Order  is  founded  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  services  and  sacri- 
fices of  those  who,  now  over  a  third  of  a  century  ago,  engaged  in  the  struggle 
to  maintain  the  union  of  States  —  States  which  today  vie  with  each  other  in 
patriotism  and  loyalty  to  the  flag,  against  every  foe.  Noav,  of  all  times,  when 
national  pride  is  aroused  ;  when  a  spirit  of  earnest  devotion  to  principles  which 
have  made  us,  and  maintain  us,  as  a  free  people,  is  everywhere  apparent; 
when  for  the  first  time,  perhaps,  we  catch  something  of  the  deeper  sense  of 
responsibility  to  one's  country,  which  only  actual  service  amid  danger  can 
bring,  we  should,  with  the  coming  of  Memorial  Day,  pay  every  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  those  who,  having  fought  nobly  in  the  defense  of 
right,  have  gone  to  their  reward.  Let  this  year  find  every  Son  of  a  Veteran  in 
the  ranks  ready  to  do  the  bidding  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
assist  them  in  the  services  of  the  clay. 

XII.  The  Commander-in-Chief  has  received  abundant  evidence  of  the 
patriotic  spirit  of  the  Order,  and  has  sometime  since  communicated  by  letter 
with  the  Division  Commanders  relative  to  action  to  be  taken  in  the  event  of  the 
breaking  out  of  hostilities.  He  has  seen  no  reason  to  change  the  stand  taken 
at  the  outset,  that  we  should  not  over-protest  our  possession  of  what  we  pro- 
fess —  willingness  to  emulate  the  example  of  our  fathers  ;  nor  make  vain  tenders 
of  services  of  armed  bodies  when  they  are  not  in  existence ;  nor  seek  to 
control  individual  action  when  it  involves  a  question  of  one's  service  to  his 
country.  Companies,  regiments,  possibly  brigades,  would  spring  from  our 
organization  throughout  the  land,  should  the  call  be  made;  but  all  must  be 
duly  accepted  and  mustered  by  the  constituted  authorities  and  by  them  officered. 
Every  preparation  to  this  end  may  well  be  in  contemplation,  but  no  call  to  the 
field  can  emanate  from  these  Headquarters. 

It  is  fully  expected  that  our  members  will  perform  their  duty,  wherever 
the  path  of  that  duty  lies,  and  here  it  is  believed  the  matter  may  be  safely  left. 

By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 

Commancler-in- Chief. 

Official : 
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Since  last  publication  applications  for  charters  have  been  approved  as 

follows  :  — 


Date. 


No.  Camp. 


1898 

Feb.  9 

"  10 

"  11 

"  11 

"  11 

"  11 

"  15 

"  15 

"  16 

"  16 

"  21 

"  21 

«  94 

"  24 
"  25 
"  25 
"  25 
"  2S 
"  28 
"  28 
March  1 
2 
3 
7 

"  15 
«  17 

18 
•  21 
"  22 
"  22 
"  26 
"  26 
"  26 
"  28 
April  6 
"  9 
"  9 
9 


13 
1 

11G 

8 
22 
19 
19 


100 
322' 


244 


27 
50 


106 
138 
2 
245 
29 
22 
41 


135 


32 
6 
3 


Location. 


Kocliester  (Dis.) . . . 

Canaan   

Athens  

Monument  (Dis.)  . 

Americus  

Tonganoxie  

Wolfboro  

Grafton  

Tecuniseh  (Dis) 

Greenfield  

Franklin  Forks  . . . 

Leola  

Point  Marion  

Carleton  

Cygnet  

Kaio  (Dis.)  

Sioux  City  (Dis.) . . 

Cowan   

Gilboa  

Mirlliiiburg  

Carbondale  

Los  Angeles  (Dis.) 

Otisville   

Coffeyville  

Wayzata  (Dis.)  — 

Toledo  (Dis.)  

Shelby  

Fremont  

Moravia   

Rensselaer  

Gladstone  

Homestead,  Okla. 

Linton  

Goldendale  (Dis.). 
"Wilmington,  Del.. 

Sterling  

Cleveland  

Jefliersonville  


Division. 


New  York  

Indiana  

Michigan  

Colorado   

Kansas   

fC 

New  Hampshire 
West  Virginia  . 

Nebraska   

Ohio   

Pennsylvania  . . . 
South  Dakota.  . 
Pennsylvania .  . 

Michigan  

Ohio  

Iowa  

Indiana  

Ohio   

Pennsylvania  . . . 
Pennsylvania  . . 

Cal.  and  H.I  

Michigan  

Kansas  

Minnesota  

Iowa  

Nebraska   

Indiana  

New  York  

Michigan   

Kansas   

Indiana  

Washington  

Maryland  

Kansas  

Ohio  

Ohio  


Total  number  of  Camps   38 

Total  number  of  Applicants   939 
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The  following  Camps  have  been  mustered  and  issued  charters  since  last 
publication :  — 


1898 

Jan.  26 

231 

"  26 

355 

"  26 

513 

Feb.  11 

13 

"  11 

15 

"  11 

62 

"  11 

i-i 

"  11 

8 

"  11 

19 

"  11 

243 

"  12 

515 

"  16 

15 

"  16 

19 

"  16 

100 

"  16 

7 

"  16 

87 

ii  J7 

31 

"  28 

27 

"  28 

50 

"  28 

514 

"  28 

3 

"  2S 

228 

JYlaivli  .-> 

'J 

"  3 

40 

11  9 

19 

11  9 

239 

«  ]2 

17 

"  12 

17 

"  11 

40 

"  17 

22 

"  18 

58 

"  18 

60 

"  18 

41 

"  18 

1 

"  22 

22 

"  22 

106 

"  22 

13S 

"  22 

320 

"  22 

321 

"  22 

322 

"  23 

t  18 

"  23 

116 

"  23 

244 

"  23 

245 

"  30 

3 

"  30 

17 

April  6 

No.  Camp. 


Location. 


Bellefontaine  

Bellaire  

Toronto   

Rochester  (Dis.) . . 

Port  Jervis  

Bain   

Cazenovia   

Monument  (Dis. )  . 

Paintsville  

Grand  Haven  

Cincinnati  

Northwood   

Wolfboro  (Dis.). . . 
Tecum  sen  (Dis.)  . . 

Long  Branch   

Clen  Cove,  L.I.. . . 

Brockton  

Kalo  (Dis.)  

Sioux  City  (Dis.). . 

Glenmont  

Wilmington,  Del.. 

Caro  

Los  Angeles  (Dis.) 
Thonrpsonville  . . . 
Tonganoxie  .... 

Montrose   

Greenfield  

Ford  

Washh  urn  

Wayzata  (Dis.)  . . . 
Galveston,  Texas. 

Sticklerville  

Toledo  (Dis.)  

Canaan   

Americus  

MifHinburg  

Carbon  dale  

Sheffield   

Youngsville   

Franidin  Forks. . . 

Muskegon  

Athens   

Carleton  

Otisville  

Goldendale  (Dis.) 

Gretna,  La  

Point  Marion  


Division. 


Ohio   

New  York  

Colorado  , 

Kentucky   

Michigan  

Ohio  

New  Hampshire 

Nebraska   

New  Jersey  

New  York  

Massachusetts  . . 
Iowa  

Ohio  ....  

Maryland  

Michigan  

Cal.  and  H.  I. . . . 

Connecticut  

Kansas   

Michigan   

Ohio  

Kentucky  

So.  Dakota  

Minnesota  

Missouri  

Iowa  

Indiana  

Kansas  

Pennsylvania . . . 

it 

cs 
«( 

Michigan  

Washington  — 

Gulf   

Pennsylvania  . . . 


No. 
Mustered. 


23 
16 
24 
27 
30 
34 
22 
20 
20 
26 
21 
21 
16 
20 
32 
15 
17 
16 
49 
18 
17 
17 
48 
15 
17 
22 
18 
15 
15 
IK 
24 
26 
17 
20 
31 
18 
•  33 
22 
16 

16 
42 
19 
18 
23 
17 
20 
20 


Total  number  of  Camps 
Total  numbered  mustered 


47 
1051 
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HEADQUARTERS  COMMANDFJIY-IN-CIIIEF, 


SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.S.A., 


Room  047,  Tkemont  Building, 


Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  20,  1898. 


General  Orders \ 
No.  3.  j 


I.  The  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Ckief  is 
hereby  ordered  to  convene  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  at  ten  o'clock  a.m.,  Sept.  12,  1898. 

Sessions  of  the  Encampment  Avill  be  held  at  Creighton  Hall,  Fifteenth  and 
Harney  streets. 

Headquarters  will  be  established  at  the  New  Mercer  Hotel. 

The  members  of  the  Couucil-in-Chief  are  directed  to  report  at  eight  o'clock 
p.m.,  September  11. 

IE.  The  hotel  rates  are  announced  as  follows  :  New  Mercer  Hotel  (Head- 
quarters Commandery-in-Chief ) ,  $2.50  per  day,  American  plan.  Millard  and 
Paxton  hotels,  $8.00  per  day  and  upwards,  American  plan;  $1.50  per  clay  and 
upwards,  European  plan.  Dellone  hotel,  $2.50  per  day,  American  plan.  Hotel 
accommodations  may  bo  secured  by  addressing  Division  Commander  A.  H. 
Rawitzer,  402  New  York  Life  Building,  Omaha,  Neb. 

III.  The  local  committee  of  arrangements  have  announced  their  intention 
of  providing  for  the  entertainment  of  the  visiting  delegates,  many  interesting 
aud  attractive  features.  The  Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition 
will  be  of  especial  interest  aud  arrangements  will  be  made  for  a  "  Sons  of 
Veterans  Day  "  at  the  Exposition.  We  are  advised  of  a  portion  of  the  program 
as  now  arranged  : 

Sunday,  Sept.  11,  a.m.    Parade  (meeting  official  train). 

Sunday,  p.m.    Watermelon  picnic,  Riverview  Park. 

Monday,  Sept.  12,  a.m.    Session  of  Encampment. 

Monday,  p.m.    Visit  to  the  Exposition. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  13,  a.m.    Session'of  Encampment. 

Tuesday,  p.m.    Session  of  Encampment. 

Tuesday,  Evening,  Camp-fire. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  14,  a.m.    Session  of  Encampment. 
Wednesday,  p.m.    Session  of  Encampment. 
Wednesday,  Evening.    Theatre  Party. 

IV.  The  following  Transportation  Committee  has  been  appointed  : 

Quartermaster-Gen.  R.  Loebenstein,  Chairman,  84  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago. 
Asst.-Adjt.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Hannon,  947  Tremont  Bldg.,  Boston. 
Past  Grand  Division  Commander  R.  M.  J.  Reed,  32  N.  5th  St.,  Phila- 


delphia, Pa. 

Division  Commander  Charles  L.  Pierce,  13  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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The  report  of  the  chairman  of  the  Transportation  Committee  is  self 
explanatory  and  is  publisher!  for  the  information  of  the  Order  :  — 

Fred  E.  Bolton,  Chicago,  111.,  Aug.  5,  1898. 

Adjutant-General,  S.  P.,  U.S.A. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  rates  and 
arrangements  made  by  the  various  traffic  associations  on  account  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans  National  Encampment,  Omaha,  Neb.,  Sept.  12-15,  1898  :  — 

WESTERN  PASSENGER  ASSOCIATION. 

Points  "west  of  Chicago,  Peoria  and  St.  Louis  :  Rate,  one  fare,  plus  two 
dollars  for  the  round  trip,  except  that  from  points  within  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  of  Omaha,  the  rate  is  to  be  one  fare  for  the  round  trip.  Selling  dates  : 
September  10  and  1 1.    Return  limit :  September  21. 

CENTRAL  PASSENGER  ASSOCIATION. 

West  of  Buti'alo  and  Pittsburg,  and  east  of  Western  Passenger  Association 
Territory  :  Rate,  one  fare,  plus  four  dollars  for  the  round  trip.  Limitations 
conform  to  those  of  the  Western  Passenger  Association. 

TRUNK  LINE  ASSOCIATION. 

Points  east  of  Central  Passenger  Association  Territory,  excepting  New 
England  :  Rate  fare  and  one-third  for  round  trip.  Pay  full  fare  going,  and  be 
sure  to  secure  certificate  for  amount  paid. 

NEW  ENGLAND   PASSENGER  ASSOCIATION. 

Points  in  New  England :  Rate  conforms  with  that  of  Trunk  Line 
Association. 

SOUTIIK  ASTERN  PASSENGER  ASSOCIATION. 

Points  south  of  Ohio  River  :  No  rate  other  than  Exposition  rate,  which  is 
virtually  rate  of  fare  and  a  third  for  round  trip. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  Ayith  the  "  Burlington  Route"  to  run  a 
special  train  to  the  Encampment,  leaving  Chicago  on  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
September  10,  and  arriving  in  Omaha  early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th.  Those 
wishing  accommodations  reserved  on  this  train,  should  notify  the  undersigned 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Fraternally  yours, 

R.  LOEBENSTEIN, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Transportation. 


The  official  party  will  travel  from  Boston,  leaving  at  10.30  a.m.,  Sept.  9, 
via  the  Boston  and  Albany,  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  and  Michigan 
Central  Railroads  to  Chicago,  from  Chicago  to  Omaha,  via  the  "  Burlington 
Route."  Delegates  are  cordially  invited  to  join  en  route  where  convenient, 
and  especially  from  Chicago  to  Omaha. 


58 
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V.  Division  Encampments  not  announced  in  General  Orders  have  been 
lield  as  follows  :  — 


Indiana  at  Columbus   May  17-19 

Ohio  at  Columbus   June  8,  9 

Oregon  at  The  Dalles   May  17 

Pennsylvania  at  Philipsburg   June  14^1G 

Vermont  at  Barre   July  6-8 

West  Virginia  at  Huntington   April  26-28 

Wisconsin  at  Appleton   May  24-2G 


V  [.   Division  Commanders  elected  and  installed  since  last  announcement :  — 

California  and  H.  I   Charles  L.  Pierce  (re-elected), 

San  Francisco. 

Colorado   Paul  H.  Limbach,  Denver. 

Gulf   A.  M.  Buchmann,  New  Orleans. 

Illinois     .   William  T.  Church,  Chicago. 

Indiana   R.  S.  Thompson  (re-elected); 

Rising  Sun. 

Iowa   W.  W.  Bisby,  Des  Moines. 

Kansas  Iohn  Redmond,  Wichita. 

Kentucky   E.  H.  Hansford,  Somerset. 

Maine   George  E.  Leighton,  Skowhegan. 

Maryland   William  B.  King,  Hagerstown. 

Michigan   George  E.  Cogshall,  Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota   M.  L.  Cormany,  Minneapolis. 

Missouri   .    .  J.  W.  S.  Dillon,  Grant  City. 

New  Hampshire   Henry  E.  Chamberlin,  Concord. 

New  York   E.  W.  Estes,  Albany. 

Ohio   Edward  H.  Archer,  Columbus. 

Oregon   A.  0.  Desart,  Silverton. 

Pennsylvania   A.  S.  Moulthrop,  Du  Bois. 

South  Dakota   AV.  A.  Morris,  Redfield. 

Vermont   William  W.  Lapoint  (re-elected), 

Barre. 

Washington   W.  T.  CAArANAUGi-i,  Olympia. 

West  Virginia   A.  R.  Jones,  Elkins. 

Wisconsin   R.  M.  Smith,  Marinette. 


VII.  Division  Commanders  should  at  once  see  that  all  reports  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  proper  officers.  Attention  is  called  to  the  change  of  address 
of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  for  the  balance  of  his  term,  Rev.  Harry  L.  Veazey, 
Woodsville,  N.H. 

VIII.  Division  Commanders  who  have  not  filed  their  bond  as  required  by 
the  Commandery  Rules  and  Regulations,  are  directed  to  forward  the  same  at 
once. 
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IX.  Division  Commanders  are  requested  to  secure  from  the  Camps  in 
their  Divisions,  a  list  of  those  members  of  the  Order  serving  in  the  army  and 
navy  during  the  war  with  Spain.  It  is  proper  that  some  official  record  should 
be  preserved  to  show  the  practical  patriotism  of  our  members.  Name,  rank, 
company,  regiment  or  ship  are  the  facts  desired.  It  is  already  known  that 
sons  of  veterans  have  played  no  inconspicuous  part  in  furnishing  volunteers, 
and  whenever  an  opportunity  was  presented,  their  full  duty  has  been  performed. 
Division  Commanders  will  complete  the  record  of  service  as  soon  as  possible 
and  forward  a  duplicate  copy  thereof  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief. 

X.  This  being  the  last  General  Order  to  be  issued  by  the  present  adminis- 
tration, the  Commander-in-Chief  desires  to  return  to  the  members  of  the  Order 
at  large,  his  sincere  thanks  for  the  support  and  co-operation  they  have  given 
during  his  year  of  service.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  mar  the  perfect  harmony 
that  has  prevailed.  The  interests  of  the  Order  have  been  well  served  by  the 
general  work  of  its  members  throughout  the  country,  and  its  future  is  bright 
with  possibilities  for  greater  advancement. 

By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official : 
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Since  last  publication  applications  for  charters  have  been  approved  as 
follows :  — 


No.  Camp. 


324 
7 
61 
288 
3 
(i 
40 
(58 
18 


Location. 


14 

r>20 


6 

04 


4 
0 

98 


in 
8 
!) 
10 
38 
37 
67 
Ho 
100 
1SI 

•20 


ill 
If  15 
107 
4 
53 
98 
171) 
216 


10 

231 
100 
i) 
1 1 
11 
248 
325 


195 
98 
(13 
10 


10 
14 


Williniantic   

Sharon   

Salmon  City,  Id.  (Dis.) 

Spring  Bluff  

Lewisburg  

Beverly  

Orange  (Dis.)  

Sac  City  (Dis.)  

Odebolt  (Dis.)  

Omega,  La.  (Dis.)   

Baltimore  

Steele  City  (Dis.)  

Maclisonville  

Shawnee,  Okla  

Lusbton   

Mexico   

Hot  Springs  (Dis.)  

Afion  

Cowallis  ( Dis.)  

Eugene  (Dis.)  

Yoncalla  (Dis.)  

North  Cohocton  

Kennard   

Millers  Falls  

Stone  (Dis.)  

Halifax  (Dis.)  

Castleton  (Dis.)  

Newport  (1  )is.)  

Ausrusta,  Okla  

Salix  (Dis.)  

Klma  (Dis.)  

Norlhwood  (Dis.)  

Franklin  

Baraboo   

Montville  

Liberal   

Alpliena  

Dallas  Center  (Dis.) 

Stanton  

Paris   

Pioneer  

Urbaua  (Dis.)  

Anna  (Dis.)  

Mount  Morris  (Di-.)  .. 

Naperville  (Dis.)  

Hamilton   

Mount  Vernon  

Long  Point  (Dis.)  

Macon  (Dis.)  

Reed  City  

Fresno  (Dis.)   

Manila,  P.I.  (Dis.) 

Portsmouth  

Webberville  

Centre  Hall  

Truman^burg  

Fairfield  

Sheffield  (Dis.)  

Alma   

Columbus  (Dis.)  . .  .'. 

Stillwater    

(  olumbus  (Dis.)  

"San  Bernardino  (Dis  ) 


Division. 


Connecticut  

Pennsylvania  

Washington  

Missouri  

Pennsylvania  

New  Jersey  

California  and  H.I. 
Iowa  


Gulf   

Maryland  

Nebraska   

Ohio  

Kansas  

Nebraska   

New  York  

South  Dakota. 

New  York  

Oregon   


New  York  

Nebraska  

Massachusetts  . 
Vermont  


Kansas 
Iowa  . . . 


Pennsylvania 

Wisconsin  

Ohio   

Kausas   

Michigan  .... 

Iowa  

Michigan  

Illinois  

Ohio   

Illinois   


No. 
Applicants. 


31 
27 
16 
20 
34 
15 
18 
15 
15 
15 
50 
23 
20 
29 
18 
15 
10 
20 
21 
18 
18 
28 
16 
18 
15 
18 
1  it 
16 
30 
10 
15 
17 
29 
35 
18 
15 
17 
19 
41 
52 

90 


Ohio  ... 
Maine  . . 
Illinois 


Micbigan   

California  &  H.l. 


Ohio   

Michigan  

Pennsylvania  

New  York  

Illinois   

Iowa  

Michigan   

Ohio  

Minnesota  

Ohio   

California  &  H.I. 


29 
20 
'24 
22 
4'2 
23 
16 
20 
22 
28 
16 
17 
28 
19 
19 
51 
16 
28 
17 
20 
17 
16 


ToLal  number  of  Camps  . 
Total  miraber  of  Applicants 


63 
1,420 
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The  following  Camps  have  been  mustered  and  issued  charters  since  last 
publication :  — 


Date. 


No.  Camp. 


Location. 


1898 


April  9 
"  9 

1 

135 

"  11 

32 

"  11 

1  4 

ii  \\ 

48 

it  |4 

29 

"  14 

7 

"  20 

26 

"  21 

6 

"  22 

32 

"  25 

40 

"  25 

68 

"  25 

18 

"  25 

6 

"  26 

1 

"  2T 

518 

27 

519 

"  29 

91 

"  30 

14 

May  3 
"  5 

2 

361 

"  5 

3 

6 

S 

"  10 

2 

"  10 

4 

"  10 

6 

"  10 

s 

"  10 

23 

"  10 

288 

"  lfi 

61 

"  20 

8 

"  20 

9 

"  20 

10 

"  20 

38 

"  20 

324 

"  20 

247 

"  24 

67 

"  24 

95 

"  24 

100 

"  31 

94 

"  31 

97 

Jurie  3 

5 

"  9- 

6 

9 

10 

"  9 

91 

"  15 

9S 

"  22 

2 

"  22 

181 

"  29 

25 

' '  29 

53 

"  29 

520 

"  30 

98 

"  30 

176 

"  30 

216 

July  11 

"  13 

35 

231 

"  22 

107 

"  22 

9 

"  22 

11 

"  27 

20 

"  27 
"  29 

106 
98 

"  29 

92 

Aug.  2 

2 

10 

4 

4 

517 

"  9 

37 

9 

10 

"  15 

105 

"  15 

14 

"  lfi 

325 

Hilton  Head,  B.C. 

Fremont  ■.: 

Homestead,  ukla. . 

Shelby   

Leola  

Coffeyville  

Salmon  City,  Id.  (Dis.) 

Grafton  

Linton  

Columbus  

Sac  City  (His.)  

Odebolt  (His.)  

Omega,  La. (Dis.)  

Orange  (Dis.)  

Hope  

Cleveland  

Jeffersonville  

Rensselaer  

Steele  Ciiy  (Dis.)  

Wilmington,  Del  

Cowan   

Beverly  

Hot  Springs  (Dis.)  

Cowallis  (Dis. )  

Eugene  (Dis.)  

Yoncalla  (Dis  )  

Rlebama  

McMinnville  

Lewisburg  

Spring  Bluff  

Stone  (Dis.)  

Halifax  (Dis.)  

Castleton  (Dis.)  

Newport  (Dis.)  

Sharon   

Gladstone  

Salix  (Dis  )  

Elma  (Dis.)  

North  wood  (Dis.)  

Mexico   

Afton  

Baltimore  

Lushton  

Millers  Falls  

Dallas  Center  (Dis  ) . 

North  Cohoctou  

Willimautic  

Franulin  

Sterling   

Urbana  (Dis.)  

Madisonville  

Anna  (Dis.)  

Mount  Morris  (Dis.i.. 

Naperville  ( Dis.)  

Long  Point  (Dis.)  .... 

IUaeon  (Dis.)  

Paris  

Fresno  (Dis.)  

Manila,  P.I.  (Dis.)  .... 

Baraboo  

Peed  City  

Sheffield  (Dis.)  

Moravia  

Mount  Vernon  

Pioneer  

Gilboa  

Augusta,  Okla  

Columbus  ( Dis.)  

Stanton  

San  Bernardino  ^  Dis.) 
Centre  Hall  


Division. 


Maryland  

Indiana   . 

Kansas  

Nebraska   

So.  Dakota  

Kansas   

Washington  .  . 
West  Virginia. 
Indiana  


Iowa 


Gulf   

California  and  H.I. 

Indiana  

Ohio  


New  York. . 
Nebraska  . . 
Maryland  . . 
Indiana  .... 
New  Jersey 
So.  Dakota. 
Oregon  


Pennsylvania 

Missouri  

Vermont  


Pennsylvania 

Michigan  

Iowa  


New  York . 


Maryland  

Nebraska   

Massachusetts 

Iowa  

New  York  

Connecticut. . . 
Pennsylvania  . 

Kansas  

Illinois  

Ohio  

Illinois  


California  and  H.l. 


Wisconsin 
Michigan  . 

Iowa  

New  York . 
HI  aine. . . . 
Ohio  


Kansas   

Ohio  

Michigan  

California  &  H.I. 
Pennsylvania  . . . 


No. 

MUSTEISEIJ. 


27 
17 
18 
20 
18 
20 
16 
17 
23 
45 
15 
15 
15 
18 
21 
21 
17 
27 
23 
31 
24 
27 
16 
21 
18 
18 
IS 
1.") 
29 
20 
15 
18 
19 
16 
29 
15 
16 
15 
17 
22 
20 
40 
27 
19 
19 
26 
34 
.30 
32 
29 
20 
20 
24 
22 
1(1 
20 
32 
2S 
1(5 
17 
19 

L6 
41 
is 
16 
lfi 
40 
17 
21 
lfi 
lfi 


Total  number  of  Camps 
Total  numbered  mustered 


71 
1,540 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS. 


Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  18,  1897. 

Special  Orders  No.  1. 

Past  Division  Commander  Henry  C.  Chatto,  of  Eockland,  Me.,  is 
hereby  detailed  to  install  Brother  Edward  K.  Gould,  as  Judge  Advocate- 
General  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  and  will  report  his  acts  in  this 
behalf  to  these  headquarters.  By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant-General . 


Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  30,  1897. 

Special  Orders  No.  2. 

As  it  will  be  impossible  to  publish  the  Blue  Book  this'present  term,  and 
as  there  is  an  imperative  demand  for  some  work  of  this  kind,  that  the  official 
decisions  and  opinions  may  be  iu  form  for  ready  reference,  Judge  Advocate- 
General  Edward  K.  Gould  is  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  prepare  for 
the  use  of  the  Order  a  digest  of  such  Decisions  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
Opinions  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  as  are  now  in  force,  and  to  print  and 
furnish  the  same  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  he  in  turn  to  issue  them,  on 
requisition,  to  Divisions  at  such  price  as  to  afford  both  the  Commandery-iu 
Chief  and  Divisions  a  reasonable  profit  in  the  sale  of  the  work. 

By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Boston,  Mass.,  March  4,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  3. 

Leave  of  absence  for  six  Aveeks,  commencing  March  30,  1898,  with  per- 
mission to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  his  Division,  is  hereby  granted  to  the  follow- 
ing named  officer,  Avho  will,  at  the  expiration  thereof,  report  iu  writing  to  these 
headquarters:  Charles  C.  Townsend,  Commander  Wisconsin  Division. 

By  command  of  . 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Olficial :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Boston,  Mass.,  May  2,  1898. 

Special  .Orders  No.  4. 

Leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days  is  hereby  granted  to  the  following 
named  officer,  who  will,  at  the  expiration  thereof,  report  in  writing  to  these 
headquarters :  Richard  F.  Cross,  Senior  Vice-Commander,  New  Jersey 
Division.  By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 
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Boston,  Mass.,  May  27,  1898. 

Special,  Orders  No.  5. 

I.  The  resignation  of  M.  D.  Friedman  as  Junior  Vice-Division  Com- 
mander of  the.  Alabama  and  Tennessee  Division,  tendered  May  23,  is  hereby 
accepted. 

II.  H.  T.  Cooper,  Commander  Alabama  and  Tennessee  Division,  is  hereby 
ordered  to  convene  the  Division  Council  of  said  Division,  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  the  vacancy. 

H.  T.  Cooper,  Division  Commander,  is  hereby  authorized  to  install  the 
officer-elect  and  report  his  acts  in  this  behalf  to  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 


Boston,  Mass.,  June  2,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  6. 

The  leave  of  absence  granted  Richard  F.  Cross,  Senior  Vice-Commander 
of  the  New  Jersey  Division,  in  Special  Orders  No.  4,  C.S.,  is  hereby  extended 
sixty  days.  By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official:  .  Commander-in-Chief. 

Feed  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General . 


Boston,  Mass.,  June  27,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  7. 

Leave  of  absence  for  three  months,  "with  permission  to  go  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  Divisiou,  is  hereby  granted  to  the  following  named  officer,  who 
will,  at  the  expiration  thereof,  report  in  writing  to  these  headquarters  :  M.  P. 
O'Flaherty,  Junior  Vice-Commander  Rhode  Island  Division. 

By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant-General. 


Boston,  Mass.,  July  12,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  8. 

Leave  of  absence  for  two  months,  with  permission  to  go  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  Division,  is  hereby  granted  to  the  following  named  officer,  who 
will,  at  the  expiration  thereof,  report  in  writing  to  these  headquarters  :  S.  A. 
Crane,  Senior  Vice-Commander,  Michigan  Division. 

By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant-  Ge  neral. 


Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  2,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  9. 

Leonard  C.  Couch,  Commauder  Massachusetts- Division,  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  convene  the  Division  Council  of  said  Division  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
a  special  election  to  fill  the  vacancy  existing  in  the  office  of  Junior  Vice- 
Division  Commander.  By  command  of 

rr^r!  Charles  k.  darling, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
Fred_E.  Bolton, 

Adjutant- General. 
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CIRCULAR  LETTERS. 


HEADQUARTERS  C0MMANDERY-1N-CHIEF, 
SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.S.A., 
Department  ok  Chait,ain-in-Chik]<v 

Hakkiman,  Tknn.,  Jan.  8,  1898. 

Circular  No.  1. 

Brothers :  A  testing  time  of  patriotism  is  near  at  hand.  By  the  earnest- 
ness and  enthusiasm  of  our  observance  of  Union  Defenders'  Day,  the  real 
strength  of  the  Order  to  which  we  have  sworn  allegiance  is  gauged.  For  the 
birthday  of  the  greatest  American  makes  the  strongest  possible  appeal  to  all 
that  is  noblest  in  the  emotion  of  the  American  heart.  The  very  atmosphere 
of  the  twelfth  of  February  is  electric  with  forces  which  inspire  to  the  deepest 
devotion  to  duty,  to  the  completest  consecration  to  patriotic  principles,  to  the 
most  potent  passion  for  the  maintenance  of  the  national  honor,  and  to  the 
most  zealous  and  untiring  efforts  for  the  inculcation  of  "  the  doctrine  of  equal 
rights,  universal  liberty  and  justice  to  all."  It  also  offers  us  the  best  oppor 
tunity  of  all  the  year  for  holding  up  before  every  soul  in  America  the  ideal  of 
American  citizenship  and  manhood.  In  Abraham  Lincoln  exists  the  best 
expression  of  how  the  possibilities  which  America  affords  to  all  her  children 
may  be  realized.  Lincoln's  birthday  is  the  day  of  days  in  which  to  demon- 
strate the  eternal  righteousness  of  America's  ideal  for  human  society,  and  the 
supreme  wisdom  of  her  political  philosophy. 

In  the  Railsplitter  we  have  our  best  example  of  a  sane  and  sober  life,  and 
of  a  fearless  championship  of  righteous  principles.  In  him  we  behold  a 
"charity  for  all"  as  sweet  and  wise  as  his  "  firmness  in  the  right "  was 
straightforward  and  outspoken.  In  him  dwelt  the  wisdom  of  a  Solon,  the 
courage  of  a  Richard,  the  faith  of  a  Paul,  the  tender  love  and  forgiveness  of  a 
Christ.  His  divinely  compassionate  and  encouraging  appeal  to  the  South, 
when  it  was  lying  prostrate  beneath  the  black  and  bitter  shadow  of  defeat, 
was  made  in  these  words,  which  are  both  a  portrayal  of  his  soul  and  a  prophecy 
.  of  the  coraiug  peace:  "We  are  not  enemies,  but  friends.  Though  passion 
may  have  strained,  it  must  not  break,  the  bond  of  our  affection.  The  mystic 
chord  of  memory,  stretching  from  every  patriot  grave  to  every  heart  and 
hearthstone  all  over  this  broad  land,  will  yet  swell  the  chorus  of  the  Union, 
when  touched  again,  as  it  surely  will  be,  by  the  better  angels  of  our  nature." 
So  thoroughly  sincere  and  effective  was  he  in  this  forgiveness,  that  from  the 
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heart  of  the  South  has  come  the  response :  When  Lincoln's  speech  at  Gettys- 
burg is  engraved  on  the  tablet  to  be  erected  on  the  battlefield,  not  a  word  of  it 
will  jar  upon  the  Confederate  who  reads,  for  its  spirit  is  the  spirit  of  the 
peace-loving  statesman  whose  prayer  is  that  the  nation  may  be  preserved  with 
honor.  It  is  a  test  of  Lincoln's  greatness  that  he  wrote  in  that  spirit  of  gentle 
humanity  but  inflexible  devotion  to  country,  when  the  bitterness  of  war  was  at 
its  height." 

Brothers,  let  us  commemorate  most  sacredly,  on  February  twelfth,  the 
services  and  sacrifices  of  this  man.  Let  us  keep  holy  the  day  in  that  same  spirit 
by  which  his  whole  life  was  sanctified.  Let  us  not  only  call  to  mind  what 
he  did  and  said,  but  let  us  remember  the  men  who  rallied  to  his  call  by  the 
hundred  thousand,  —  our  fathers, — who  stayed  the  gray  waves  of  secession 
and  kept  this 

"  A  nation,  free  from  sea  to  sea,- 
In  union  blessed  forever." 

Let  us  remember,  too,  that  with  our  heritage  of  honor  and  noble  blood, 
Ave  are  endowed  with  corresponding  obligations.  America  expects  her 
veterans'  sons  to  guard  well  the  picket  line  even  in  these  days  of  peace.  Our 
fathers  have  saved  the  nation.  We  must  keep  it  safe.  AVe  must,  by  the 
heartiness  of  our  observance  of  this  day,  keep  the  great  army  of  America's 
citizens  awake  to  the  responsibility  and  sanctity  of  citizenship.  Tor  the  great 
danger  Avhich  threatens  a  commonwealth  in  peaceful  days  is  a  lack  of  moral 
earnestness  in  the  discharge  of  civic  duties.  The  Sons  of  Veterans  can  be, 
ought  to  be  and  must  be,  "  the  salt  of  the  earth"  for  America.  To  this  end 
let  Union  Defenders'  Day  be  ctrlebrated  with  stirring  song  and  inspiring  ora- 
tion. Let  every  member  of  every  Camp  pay  to  Lincoln  and  to  Lincoln's  men, 
the  merited  tribute  of  hard  work,  earnest  thought  and  quickened  emotion, 
upon  this  occasion. 

Let  every  Camp  arrange  a  program  at  once.  Let  us,  by  the  quality  of  our 
exercises,  prove  our  fitness  for  the  name  which  the  valor  of  our  sires  permits 
us  to  bear. 

The  Chaplaiu-in-Chief  takes  this  opportune  occasion  to  endorse  and  recom- 
mend the  suggestion  made  by  Commander  Lapoint  of  the  Vermont  Division, 
that,  in  addition  to  the  exercises  of  Union  Defenders'  Day,  on  the  following 
Sunday  a  patriotic  religious  service  be  held,  in  which  every  patriotic  clergy- 
man and  layman  organization  and  individual  may  be  invited  to  participate. 
The  pulpits  of  America  were  eloquent  with  loyalty  in  '61;  let  us  help  them  to 
be  equally  so  in  '98. 

Like  Lincoln:  "  With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,  with  firm- 
ness in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the 
work  Ave  are  in ;  to  bind  up  the  nation's  Avounds ;  to  care  for  him  Avho  shall 
haAre  borne  the  battle,  and  for  his  widow  and  nis  orphan ;  to  do  all  which 
may  achieAre  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among  ourselves  and  Avith 
all  nations." 

Let  us  Jo  these  things  in  Friendship,  in  Charity,  in  Loyalty. 

HARRY  LAWRENCE  VEAZEY, 

Chaplain-in- Chief. 
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Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A., 
Room  947,  Tremont  Building. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  10,  1898. 
The  foregoing  is  hereby  approved  and  promulgated,  with  the  hope  that 
Camps  throughout  the  Order  may  arrange  such  exercises  as  seem  to  them  best 
calculated  to  insure  a  fitting  observance  of  the  day. 

By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 

Commander-in-  Chief. 

Official  : 


Adjutant- General. 


CIB  C  ULAR  LE  TTE  US. 


67 


HEADQUARTERS  COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, 
SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.S.A., 

Room  947,  Tkkmont  Building, 

Boston,  Jan.  10,  1808. 

Circular  No.  2. 

At  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandei  y-in-Chief ,  held  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  in  1895,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Hon.  Webster  Davis, 
Missouri;  W.  Scott  Oberdorf,  New  York  ;  Josiah  Gross,  Gulf;  George  F.  Wolz, 
Nebraska,  and  Edward  R.  Campbell,  Maryland,  were  appointed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  erecting  monuments  on  the  battlefields  of  Gettysburg,  Shiloh  and 
Chickamauga,  and  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A., 
uniting  with  the  Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans  in  erecting  peace  monuments 
upon  said  battlefields.  This  committee  rendered  a  partial  report  to  the  Fif- 
teenth Annual  Encampment  in  1896.  The  committee  was  continued  and  sub- 
mitted a  report  at  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment,  which  is  given  herewith 

Repokt  ok  Committee  on  Battlefield  Monuments. 

"  With  a  view  to  carrying  this  work  to  completion,  we  have  the  honor  to 
recommend  the  following  to  be  adopted  by  this  Encampment:  — 

TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN. 

This  is  to  certify  :  That  we,  whose  names  are  hereunto  signed,  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  a  part  of  whom  are  residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
are  desirous  of  forming  an  organization  under  Section  No.  345  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  follows  :  — 

First.  The  name  of  this  society  shall  be  The  National  Sons  of  Veterans 
Battlefield  Park  Monument  Association. 

Second.  This  Association  to  continue  as  an  incorporate  body  for  the 
pe-riod  of  twenty  years. 

Tlii/rd.  Its  objects  are :  First,  the  erection  on  the  battlefield  parks  of  Get- 
tysburg, Shiloh  and  Chickamauga,  suitable  monuments  to  the  private  soldiers 
who  lost  their  lives  thereon  in  defense  of  the  nation's  honor  during  the  War  of 
Secession.  Second,  to  erect  peace  monuments  on  said  battlefield  parks  r.s 
fitting  remembrances  of  a  reunited  country. 
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Fourth.  The  number  of  directors  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of 
members  selected  from  the  incorporators  or  from  members  of  the  First  Class. 

Fifth.  The  membership  of  this  Association  shall  be  of  five  classes,  as  fol- 
Ioavs,  viz.  :  — 

Class  1.  The  members  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Knoxville 
Encampment  and  all  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Class  2.  Past  Division  Commanders  of  the  Order,  who  shall  be  eligible  to 
office,  and  upon  their  being  elected  thereto  shall  become  members  of  the  First 
Class. 

Class  3.    Any  son  of  a  Union  soldier. 
Class  4.    Any  son  of  a  Confederate  soldier. 
Class  5.    Any  person. 

Fees  and  dues,  by-laws  and  regulations  to  be  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

Fraternally, 

E.  R.  CAMPBELL, 

Chairman  Battlefield  Park  Monument  Committee." 

By  vote  of  the  Encampment  the  present  administration  was  instructed  to 
publish  the  report,  promulgating  the  same  to  the  various  Divisions,  that  they 
may  instruct  their  delegates  for  action  thereon  at  the  next  Encampment. 

It  is  requested  that  each  Division  Encampment  shall  consider  the  propo- 
sition and  report  of  the  said  committee,  and  instruct  their  representatives  to 
the  next  Encampmeut  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  vote  on  the  question 
as  the  Division  Encampment  may  decide. 

By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 

Commander-in- Chief. 

Official. 


Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, 
SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.S. A  , 
Department  of  Chaplain-in-Chief, 

Harriman,  Tenn.,  April  28,  1898. 


Circular  No.  3. 

Brothers:  America's  holiest  clay  draws  near.  This  nation  in  mingled  sad- 
ness and  gratitude  -will  call  to  reverent  remembrance  the  valor  and  unselfish 
sacrifice  of  her  defenders  who  have  been  transferred  from  the  armies  of  earth 
to  the  legions  of  that  mysterious  world  beyond  the  grave.  The  most  beautiful 
and  fragrant  gifts  of  the  God  who  dwelleth  in  nature  will  be  laid  upon  the 
long  low  mounds  which  rise  above  the  noiseless  but  eloquent  dust  which  in  the 
vigor  and  suppleness  of  life  protected  the  heart  of  the  nation.  One  by  one 
those  mounds  increase.  Day  by  day  with  quickening  cadence  the  "Grand 
Army"  marches  into  the  invisible.  With  its  passing,  comes  a  larger  responsi- 
bility to  those  upon  whom  falls  its  mantle  of  honorable  heritage. 

Memorial  Day  belongs  to  the  veteran.  No  other  hand  can  so  tenderly 
strew  the  blossoming  emblems  of  God's  undying  love  for  men.  No  other  voice 
can  so  touchingly  utter  the  word  of  grateful  and  glorified  memory.  No  other 
heart  can  be  so  solemnly  impressed  with  the  sacredness  of  the  occasion,  or  so 
thoroughly  appreciate  its  spirit  and  meaning.  But  this  makes  not  less  the 
duty  and  privilege  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  upon  this  day.  For  us,  and  for 
the  nation  of  which  we  are  a  part,  these  heroes,  both  living  and  dead,  freely 
offered  even  their  lives  in  order  that  we,  and  all  men,  might  enjoy  the  inestimable 
blessings  of  personal  liberty  and  national  unity. 

For  the  proper  observance  of  this  day  we  are  banded  together.  So  let 
every  influence  be  exerted  to  check  the  growing  tendency  toward  making  this 
a  day  of  thoughtless  sport  and  vulgar  amusement.  Let  us  emphatically,  even 
sternly,  insist  that  this  day  shall  be  religiously  observed  in  memory  of  the 
patriots  and  heroes  of  '61.  Let  the  busy  marts  of  trade  be  closed.  Let  the 
hum  of  industry  cease.  Let  the  amusement  halls  be  vacant,  and  in  the  peaceful 
cities  of  the  dead  let  us  gather  to  pay  tribute  to  the  spirit  which  is  above  all 
selfishness  and  love  of  gain.  May  the  whole  American  people  stand  in  the 
hushed  presence  of  the  God  of  nations  and  the  spirits  of  the  hero-dead,  and 
reconsecrate  this  country  to  principles  made  sacred  by  the  blood  of  martyrs 
and  the  blessing  of  the  Absolute. 

Memorial  Sunday,  falling  this  year  on  May  29,  should  be  more  generally 
observed  than  ever  before.  This  nation  is  again  involved  in  a  righteous  war. 
For  the  sake  of  suffering  humanity,  and  in  behalf  of  those  eternal  principles  of 
right  upon  which  our  nation  Is  founded,  the  United  States  have  declared  the 
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people  of  Cuba  free  and  independent,  and  now  stand,  as  the  champions  of 
liberty,  with  unsheathed  swords,  ready  to  assist  the  liberty  loving  people  of 
Cuba  in  maintaining  their  independence.  In  the  midst  of  such  conditions  the 
invocation  of  the  guidance  and  blessing  of  the  God  of  Righteousness  and 
Equity  is  a  peculiarly  appropriate  privilege.  Let  the  ranks  be  filled,  the 
worship  sincere;  "  the  event  is  in  the  hands  of  God." 

Camp  Chaplains  are  reminded  of  their  duty  to  report  the  observance  of 
Memorial  Day  immediately  thereafter  to  their  respective  Division  Chaplains. 

Division  Chaplains  are  urged  to  be  prompt  in  securing  and  consolidating 
the  reports  of  Camp  Chaplains,  and  in  forwarding  consolidated  reports,  to  this 
Department. 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

HARRY  LAWRENCE  VEAZEY, 
Chaplain-in- Chief. 


Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  ,\ 

Room  947,  Tremont  Building,  J 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  4,  1898. 

The  foregoing  is  hereby  approved  and  promulgated.  It  is  earnestly  hoped 
the  day  may  be  appropriately  observed  by  every  member  of  the  Order. 

By  command  of 

CHARLES  K.  DARLING, 

Commander-in-  Chief. 

Official : 


Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Commandery-jn-C'iiief,  \ 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  j 

Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  26,  1897. 
Bear  Sir  and  Brother:    A  careful  study  of  the  condition  of  the  Order, 
leads  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  believe  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  materially  in- 
creasing the  numerical  strength,  social  standing  and  public  influence  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans. 

Encouraging  reports  of  an  awakening  interest  along  the  line  are  daily 
coming  to  these  headquarters  and  it  is  with  a  knowledge  of  your  able  and 
faithful  services  in  the  past  that  we  call  upon  you  to  again  put  your  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  and  give  the  weight  of  your  energetic  co-operation  to  a  concerted 
movement  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Order. 

There  must  be  in  your  Division  and  the  immediate  section  in  Avhich  you 
reside,  a  large  number  of  recruits  who  can  be  induced  to  join  with  us  in  the 
duties  of  the  Order;  there  must  be  many  sons  of  the  soldiei'S  who  sacrificed 
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so  much  for  the  nation  and  its  flag,  proud  of  their  ancestry,  animated  by  filial 
love  and  devotion,  who  would  gladly  affiliate  with  an  organization  that  stands 
on  the  broad  and  patriotic  platform  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  It  is  believed 
that  if  their  peculiar  heritage  and  the  distinctive  characteristics  of  our  Order 
are  properly  explained,  they  will  appreciate  their  privileges,  enlist  in  the  work, 
and  loyally  serve  this  grand  body,  in  which  you  have  given  so  much  of  time 
and  service. 

We  desire  to  inaugurate  a  movement  that  will  check  the  losses  we  have 
sustained  in  the  past;  that  will  turn  the  tide  of  retrogression  to  a  substantial 
movement  to  the  front;  with  a  steady  gain  in  power,  and  an  advancement  to 
something  like  the  membership  we  should  possess.  To  do  this,  and  to  assure 
success,  we  ask  you  to  give  your  personal  assistance.  You  can  do  much  that 
will  prove  beneficial  in  your  locality;  you  can  enlist  able  workers  whom  you 
know  better  than  we,  whose  influence  will  be  advantageous.  All  this  we  ask 
you  to  do  with  a  spirit  of  determination  to  build  up  the  membership.  What 
has  been  stated  above  is  merely  to  convey  the  objects  and  intentions  of  this 
appeal  for  your  personal  services.  The  best  methods  to  employ  are  left  to 
your  good  judgment  and  discretion.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  have  called  upon 
the  Past  Division  Commanders  of  every  Division,  together  with  other  active 
officials  and  able  workers  throughout  the  Order,  to  render  similar  service. 
From  this  force  of  faithful  brothers,  all  working  with  one  object  in  view,  we 
should  accomplish  what  is  needed  and  so  desirable  at  this  time.  In  conclusion, 
we  bespeak  your  loyal  co-operation,  for  "in  unity  there  is  strength,"  and  no 
failure  can  result  if  all  will  do  their  part. 

Fraternally  yours, 

FRED  E.  BOLTON, 

Adjutant-General. 

The  Senior  Viee-Commander :  If  there  be  no  objections  the  report 
of  the  Adjutant-General  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Reports,  under  the  rule.    Is  there  objection? 

BROTHERS  HOLDING  COMMISSIONS  IN  THE  U.S.  ARMY. 

W.  H.  Adams  of  Minnesota:  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  desire 
to  move  at  this  time  that  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  append 
to  the  list  in  his  report  of  the  brothers  who  are  now  holding  commis- 
sions in  the  United  States  Army,  the  names  of  all  other  brothers, 
members  of  the  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  who  are  now  holding  com- 
missions and  serving  at  this  time  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  that 
may  be  furnished  him  by  the  several  Divisions.  There  are  several 
members  of  the  Order  in  the  Division  of  Minnesota  who  are  now  hold- 
ing commissions  and  serving  in  the  army  at  the  front,  whose  names 
don't  appear  in  the  Adjutant-General's  list,  and  I  have  no  doubt  there 
are  many  in  other  Divisions  of  the  Order.  I  therefore  move  that  the 
Adjutant- General  append  to  his  list  such  other  names  as  the  members 
present  may  be  able  to  give  him,  of  members  of  the  Order,  in  all  the 
States,  who  hold  commissions  and  are  serving  their  country  in  the 
volunteer  army. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  suggest 
that  probably  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  Committee  on  Credentials 
make  a  supplemental  report  at  this  time.  I  do  it  out  of  deference  to 
our  record.  With  all  due  respect  to  our  friend  from  Minnesota,  I  un- 
derstood from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  already 
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made,  that  the  Division  of  Minnesota  had  not  yet  been  granted  the 
privileges  of  this  floor,  and  it  would  look  peculiar  in  our  record  if  we 
received  motions  from  delegates  who  have  not  been  granted  the  privi- 
lege of  the  floor.  I  understand  that  the  matter  has  been  fixed  up  and 
they  are  now  entitled  to  representation  in  this  Encampment,  but  until 
the  Committee  on  Credentials  makes  a  further  report,  our  record  does 
not  show  that  fact,  and  under  those  circumstances  it  is  hardly  in  proper 
form  to  receive  this  motion.  I  would  ask  if  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials has  not  a  supplemental  report  to  give  us  on  this  matter. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Has  the  Committee  on  Credentials 
a  supplemental  report  to  make? 

The  Adjutant-General :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  will  state  that 
while  I  was  reading  my  report  the  figuring  up  of  the  financial  obliga- 
tion of  the  Minnesota  Division  was  going  on,  and  I  understand  they 
have  settled  everything.  The  credentials  of  certain  delegates  of  the 
Minnesota  Division  have  been  presented,  as  well  as  those  from  several 
other  Divisions,  which  will  make  it  necessary  for  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  to  make  a  further  report.  If  my  associates  have  no  ob- 
jection I  can  state  now  as  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials 
that  eleven  other  brothers  have  presented  their  credentials  and  been 
accredited  as  members  of  the  Encampment. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander ;  If  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee have  no  objection  the  Adjutant-General  will  acid  those  names  to 
the  roll.  Is  there  objection?  The  Chair  hears  none,  and  they  will  be 
so  added,  and  we  will  consider  the  statement  by  the  Adjutant-General 
as  a  report  from  the  committee.  That  being  so,  the  motion  of  Brother 
Adams  is  in  order. 

■  George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois:  Commander,  it  is  proper  that  this 
supplemental  report  should  be  passed  upon  by  the  Encampment. 

'The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Brothers,  the  supplemental  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  is  before  you.    What  is  your  pleasure? 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  the  supplemental  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  question  is  now  on  the  motion 
of  Brother  Adams  of  Minnesota.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Those  opposed,  the 
same  sign.    The  motion  is  agreed  to. 


REPORT  OF   QUARTERMASTER- GENERAL. 

Next  in  order  is  the  report  of  Quartermaster-General  Loebenstein. 
Quartermaster-General  Loebenstein  submitted  and  read  the  follow- 
ing report :  — 
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To  Charles  K.  Darling,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  business  of  the 
Quartermaster- General's  Department  for  the  term  ending  Aug.  31, 
1898. 

Report  Supplemental  to  Report  to  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment- 

Cash  on  hand,  as  shown  by  report  .$1,159  91 

Received  for  per  capita  tax  

"        "  charter  fees  


Paid  for  supplies  

"    "    office  expenses  

"    "    general  expenses  

"    "  salaries  

"    "    expenses  Sixteenth  Animal  Encampment 


360  62 
12  00 

8  77 
52  71 
36  00 
125  00 
599  64 


Balance  cash  on  hand  at  beginning  administration 


51,532  53 


822  12 
6710  41 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  from  Sept.  13,  1897,  to  Aug.  31,  1S9S. 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash  on  hand    $710  41 

Cash  received  for  supplies  $5,118  07 

"         "        "   per  capita  tax   5,356  45 

"        '•        "   charter  fees    333  50 

  $10,808  02 

Total  cash  receipts  $11,518  43 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment in  addition  to  those  paid  by  preceding 
administration :  — 

W.  S.  Garber,  stenographer   

Proceedings   

Postage  on  proceedings  

Freight  on  proceedings  

Drayage,  express,  etc.  (Iuclpls.)  .... 

Traveling  expenses  : 

Commander-in-Chief  

Adjutant-General   

Quartermaster-General  

Chaplain-in-Chief  


$81  70 
680  95 
18  20 
12  75 
10  85 


1119  01 
88  36 
11  68 
15  00 


$804  45 


234  05 


Supplies  : 
Badges  and  decorations 
Camp  and  Division  supplies 
Cost  of  shipping       .    .  . 
Wrapping  paper,  twine,  etc. 
Insurance   


J2.871  10 
1,163  28 
160  32 
16  93 
23  80 


Office  expenses  : 

Rent,  Commandery  

"     Quartermaster-Ceneral      .  . 
Light  and  toilet  supplies.  Commandery 
r'      "       "        "       Q-M. -General 
Telegrams  and  express,  Commanded 
"         "         "       Q.M.- General 

Amount  carried  forward  .... 


4,235  43 


1255  00 

360  00 

25  33 

20  76 

27  22 

18  69 


$707  00 
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Amount  brought  forward   $707  00 

Postage,  Commander}'   105  73 

"    Q.M. -General   36  88 

Stationery,  all  National  officers      ....         55  00 

"  Commandery   26  80 

"  QM.-General   1  57 

Miscellaneous   10  94 

  943  92 

General  expenses : 

Moving  Commandery  Headquarters  ...  59  49 
Insurance  Commandery  furniture   ....  4  80 

Expenses.  Inspector-General   41  30 

Password  and  countersign   5  55 

Blanks  furnished  free  to  Divisions     ...         26  25 

Commandery,  ribbon   16  00 

Records    9  25 

Miscellaneous    15  75 

  178  39 

Salaries   .  2,750^00 

General  Orders   353*47 

Seventeenth  Anuual  Encampment    3  27 

Tax  refunded  to  Divisions   9  02 

Miscellaneous    19  84 

Total  expenditures  9,531  84 

Balance  cash  on  hand  $1,986  59 

Supplies  on  hand,  inventoried  at  cost   1,342  72 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Cominanclery-in-Chief  on  Sept.  13, 
1897,  was  as  follows  :  — 

General  Account,  Sept.  13,  1S97. 

ASSETS.  LIABILITIES. 

Dr.  Or. 

Furniture   $535  50     Due  to  Divisions  ....        $3  00 

Supplies   1,329  50     Surplus  •     2,579  57 

Cash   710  41 

Due  from  Divisions  ...  7  16 

$2,582  57  $2,582  57 


The  finaucial  condition  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  at  the  close  of 
business  Aug.  31,  1898,  is  as  follows:  — 

General  Account,  Aug.  31,  1S98. 

ASSETS.  LIABILITIES. 

Dr.  Cr. 

Furniture   $481  95     Due  to  Divisions   ....      $19  62 

Supplies   1.342  72     Surplus  3,821  60 

Cash   1,986  59 

Due  from  Divisions  ...  29  96 

$3,841  22  $3,841  22 


The  account  of  Profit  and  Loss  from  Sept.  1,  1897,  to  Aug.  31, 
1898,  is  as  follows  :  — 
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Profit  and  Loss,  Sept.  1,  1897,  to  Aug.  31,  1898. 


LOSSES. 
Dr. 

Furniture,  (10%  redaction), 

Supplies  

Salaries  

General  Orders  .  . 
Traveling  expenses  . 
Office  expenses  .  . 
General  expenses  .  . 
Sixteenth  Ann'l  Encampm't, 
Seventeenth  "  " 
Balance  (net  gain)     .    .  . 


$53  55 
41  21 

2,875  00 
853  47 
234  05 
996  63 
214  39 

1,404  09 
3  27 
790  93 

56,966  59 


GAINS. 

Or. 


Charter  fees 
Per  Capita  tax 
Supplies  .  . 


$345  50 
5,706  45 
914  64 


!,966  59 


Comparative  Table  of  Receipts. 

1895-96.  1896-97.  1897-98. 

"Received  from  predecessor                             $211  95  $687  12  $710  41 

"       for  supplies                                      5,509  45  4,660  93  5,118  07 

"  per  capita  tax                              6,072  29  4,909  07  5,356  45 

"  charter  fees                                  475  00  357  26  333  50 

"        "  miscellaneous                              507  20  5  62 

Totals  $12,775  89  $10,620  00  $11,518  43 


Comparative  Table  q, 

Debts  of  preceding  administration  (A) 

Expenses  of  preceding  annual  meeting,  in 
addition  to  those  paid  by  preceding 
administration  

Traveling  expenses  of  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  Staff  

Supplies : 

Badges  and  decorations  

Camp  and  Division  supplies  .... 

Cost  of  shipment  (B)  

Wrapping  paper,  insurance,  etc. 

Furniture  

General  Orders   

Salaries  

Office  expenses  : 

Rent  

Telegrams,  postage  and  stationery  (C), 

Miscellaneous  

General  expenses : 

Transfer  Commandery  Headquarters  . 

Records   

Miscellaneous  

Stationery  

Telegraphing  

Postage  

Cost  of  shipping  supplies  and  other  ex- 
press charges   

Other  items  

Totals  


Expenditures. 


1895-96. 

1896-97. 

1897-98. 

51,072 

86 

$ 

660 

43 

594 

48 

804 

45 

146 

40 

228 

03 

234 

05 

2,695 

60 

2,681 

60 

2,871 

10 

1  313 

24 

768 

GO 

1,163 

28 

39 

94 

37 

21 

40 

73 

23 

75 

7 

30 

2S1 

90 

249 

4S 

353 

47 

2,750 

00 

2,875 

00 

2,750 

00 

445 

00 

690 

00 

615 

00 

81 

09 

70 

80 

57 

03 

185 

34 

114 

11 

59 

49 

20 

85 

21 

43 

9 

25 

479 

62 

435 

26 

109 

65 

118 

38 

190 

22 

88 

37 

73 

23 

38 

12 

45 

!)1 

228 

45 

275 

59 

142 

61 

199 

59 

134 

59 

160 

32 

532 

90 

48 

27 

32 

13 

$11,348  57      $9,460  09      $9,531  84 


(A)  Includes  the  amount  paid  on  account  of  "  Kowley  Claim 

(B)  Included  in  express  item. 

(C)  Included  in  telegraph,  postage  and  stationery  items. 
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The  amount  of  cash  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration was  $710.41,  and  the  surplus  account  had  a  credit  of 
$2,579.57.  We  had  ou  hand,  at  the  close  of  business  on  Aug.  31, 
1898,  $1,986.59,  and  a  surplus  of  $3,821.60.  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
financial  complications,  which  one  year  ago  seemed  imminent,  have 
not  confronted  us,  and  that  increased  revenues  from  per  capita  tax  and 
profits  on  supplies  enable  us  to  make  the  satisfactory  showing  above 
indicated.  Commander-in-Chief  Darling  and  Adjutant-General  Bolton 
have  labored  unceasingly  to  increase  our  revenues  and  to  curtail  our 
expenditures,  and  their  success  in  both  directions  is  plainly  shown  by 
the  satisfactory  condition  of  our  finances  above  reported. 

The  last  Encampment  ordered  that  a  condensed  history  of  the 
Order  be  incorporated  in  the  next  edition  of  the  Constitution,  Rules 
and  Regulations  to  be  printed.  A  sketch  was  prepared,  but  as  there 
appears  to  be  some  controversy  regarding  certain  facts  pertaining  to  the 
earlier  history  of  the  Order,  it  was  deemed  best  to  defer  publication  of 
such  sketch  until  after  action  could  be  taken  thereon  by  a  committee  of 
this  Encampment. 

Divisions  are  indebted  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  as  follows: 
Oregon,  $0.22;  West  Virginia,  $0.20;  Gulf,  $4.61. 

The  following  Divisions  have  balances  due  them :  Colorado, 
$2.55;  Connecticut,  $0.32;  Illinois,  $0.02;  Indiana,  $0.56;  Kansas, 
$0.73;  Maine,  $0.25;  Nebraska,  $0.85;  New  Hampshire,  $0.16; 
Pennsylvania,  $12.59;  Rhode  Island,  $0.13;  South  Dakota,  $0.66 ; 
Vermont,  $0.20;  Wisconsin,  $0.60. 

The  following  Divisions  are,  at  the  elate  of  this  report,  in  arrears 
for  per  capita,  tax  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1898  :  Oregon, 
West  Virginia  and  Gulf. 

I  have  received  the  bonds,  duly  approved  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  of  the  Commanders  of  the  Divisions  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee, 
Colorado,  Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
Missouri,  Michigan,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode 
Island,  South  Dakota  aucl  West  Virginia.  The  Commanders  of  Cal- 
ifornia, Indiana  and  Vermont,  having  been  re-elected,  filed  no  new 
bond. 

In  concluding  this,  my  final  report  as  Quartermaster-General,  I 
wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  various  Division  officers  with  whom 
I  have  had  official  relations,  for  the  uniform  courtesy  which  has  marked 
their  intercourse  with  my  department.  To  Past  Commanders-in-Chief 
Hall,  Maccabe,  Bundy,  Russell  and  Rake,  and  their  respective  Adju- 
tant-Generals, I  beg  to  again  extend  my  warmest  thanks  for  very  man}' 
acts  of  kindness.  And  to  Commander-in-Chief  Darling  and  Adjutant- 
General  Bolton  I  can  but  say  that  the  warm  personal  friendship  of  the 
past  years  has  been  more  firmly  cemented  by  the  official  relations 
of  the  year  now  closing.  May  God  grant  a  safe  return  to  our  midst  of 
our  gallant  Commander-in-Chief,  now  in  the  service  of  our  country,  and 
may  health  and  success  attend  the  patriotic  soldier  at  the  front  and  his 
efficient  Adjutant-General,  whose  patriotic  devotion  to  our  Order  has 
brought  him  the  affectionate  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 
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May  the  Great  Commander  bless  and  prosper  the  Order  that  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  serve  for  six  years  past,  and  enable  me  to  be  of 
some  service  to. the  Order  we  all  love. 

Fraternally  yours, 

R.  LOEBENSTEIN, 

Quartermaster-General . 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  report  of 
the  Quartermaster-General  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Reports,  under  the  rule.  Is  there  objection?  The  Chair  hears  none 
and  the  report  is  so  referred. 

Next  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  Inspector-General. 

REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 

Inspector-General  J.  Frank  Durston  of  New  York,  submitted  and 
read  the  following  report :  — 

Fred  E.  Bolton,  Adjutant- Gene  red, 

Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  as  In- 
spector-General during  the  past  year. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  it  is  incomplete,  as  a  special  effort  was 
made  to  secure  an  accurate  account  of  the  standing  of  the  entire  Order. 

All  Division  Headquarters  were  inspected  and  the  general  result 
was  very  gratifying.  The  following  consolidation  will  convey  an  idea 
as  to  the  condition  in  which  the  Assistant  Inspectors-General  found 
the  various  Headquarters  to  which  they  were  assigned  :  — 

1.  Every  Division  has  a  charter. 

2.  Every  Division  has  a  regularly  adopted  set  of  By-Laws  con- 
forming with  the  present  C,  R.  &  R.,  except  Nebraska,  Oregon, 
Colorado  and  the  Gulf. 

3.  .  (a)  All  Divisions  keep  a  record  of  their  Division  proceedings, 
and  all  possess  the  minutes  of  their  Division  Council  meetings  except 
Washington. 

3.     (6)  All  Divisions  keep  a  register  of  members. 

3.     (c )   A  Roster  of  officers  is  kept  by  all  Divisions. 

3.     (d)  All  Divisions  keep  a  record  of  commissions. 

3.  (e)  Colorado,  Wisconsin  and  West  Virginia  do  not  keep  a 
record  of  dispensations  ;  the  rest  do. 

3-  (/)  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Connecticut  and  Vermont  are  the 
only  Divisions  who  do  not  possess  a  Black  Book  properly  kept. 

3.     (g)  An  Adjutant's  Cash  Book  is  kept  by  all  Divisions. 

3.     (h)  All  Division  Quartermasters  keep  a  Cash  Book. 

3.  (i)  All  Divisions  except  Wisconsin  and  Massachusetts  keep  a 
Ledger. 

4.  All  Divisions  keep  an  accurate  account  with  each  Camp  except 
Colorado. 

5.  At  the  time  of  this  inspection  all  reports  had  been  forwarded 
and  duplicates  were  on  file  at  Division  Headquarters. 
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■  6.  Division  accounts  are  properly  kept  in  all  Divisions  except 
Colorado. 

7.  The  Divisions  reported  in  debt  are  Iowa,  Kansas,  Missouri, 
Indiana  and  the  G-ulf ;  Iowa  owing  the  least,  $30.00,  and  Kansas  the 
most,  $350.00,  the  total  indebtedness  being  $736.78. 

8.  All  Divisions  except  one  have  money  in  their  treasury,  the 
total  cash  balance  being  $3,439.99,  a  decrease  from  last  year  of 
$318.25,  and  a.n  average  of  $118.62.  Massachusetts  leads  with  the 
largest  amount,  $850.00,  Pennsylvania  follows  with  $441.00,  and  New 
York  is  third  with  $406.46. 

The  smallest  cash  balance  is  shown  by  Maryland,  who  possesses 
$13.10,  while  the  Gulf  reports  a  deficit  of  $85.00. 

9.  All  Divisions  but  Indiana  have  supplies  on  hand,  the  total 
value  being  $1,519.00,  an  average  of  $52.38. 

10.  All  supplies  in  use  are  furnished  by  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  and  are  of  current  issue. 

11.  All  Division  Commanders  have  filed  their  bond  with  the 
Commander  in-Chief,  the  average  figure  being  $2,000.00. 

12.  Oregon,  West  Virginia,  Illinois  and  the  Gulf  are  not  secured 
by  bond  from  their  Division  Quartermasters  ;  all  other  Divisions  have 
bonds  averaging  $1,000.00  each. 

13.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  difference  of  opinion  regarding  the 
value  of  the  services  of  the  Division  Adjutants  and  Quartermasters. 
Five  Divisions  pay  no  salaries  and  the  remainder  give  compensation 
ranging  from  $1.00  each  in  Kentucky  and  California,  to  the  Division 
of  Pennsylvania,  whose  salary  list  amounts  to  $1,100.00,  while  Ohio 
allows  its  Adjutant  twenty  per  cent  of  the  dues  collected,  and  its 
Quartermaster  receives  ten  per  cent  of  all  supplies  sold. 

14.  Pennsylvania  has  the  honor  of  having  the  largest  member- 
ship, viz.,  5,947,  and  South  Dakota  reports  85  members  in  good 
standing,  although  the  Division  Inspector  accounts  for  151.  Why  this 
difference  occurs,  I  am  unable  to  say  ;  the  total  membership  amounting 
to  32,377,  an  average  of  1,116. 

15.  1,211  Camps  were  reported  in  good  standing,  an  average  of 
42  to  each  Division. 

16.  17,  18,  19.  The  total  number  of  Camps  organized  is  4,936, 
the  total  number  disbanded,  3,007  ;  the  total  suspended  and  not  re- 
instated, 869.  Total  number  of  Camps  suspended  during  the  last  year, 
418.  Owing  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  records  of  several  Divisions, 
these  figures  are  approximate. 

20.  Twenty-six  Divisions  rendered  the  G.A.R.  service  the  past 
3'ear  and  three  did  not. 

21.  Seven  Divisions  held  Field  Days  and  twenty-two  did  not. 

22.  '  According  to  the  reports  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors-General, 
all  correspondence  is  promptly  and  thoroughly  attended  to. 

23.  All  General  Orders  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  are  promptly 
forwarded  from  all  Division  Headquarters  to  their  respective  Camps. 

24.  All  Camp  requisitions  are  promptly  filled  by  tLe  Division 
Quartermasters. 
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25.  (a,  &,  c,  d)  All  Division  Commanders,  Adjutants,  Inspectors 
and  Mustering  Officers  are  familiar  with  the  secret  work. 

26.  Twenty-seven  Division  Commanders  issue  circulars  to,  and 
correspond  with  the  G.A.R.  Posts  relative  to  the  organization  of  new 
Camps,  and  two  do  not. 

27.  On  the  whole,  the  G-.A.R.  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  our 
Order,  although  a  few  exceptions  were  reported. 

28.  29.  The  L.A.S.  is  established  in  all  but  7  Divisions,  and  has 
proved  itself  to  be  of  great  benefit  in  many  ways. 

30.  In  15  Divisions  the  social  feature  predominates;  5  are  more 
inclined  to  be  military,  while  in  6  Divisions  the  sentiment  is  about 
equally  divided. 

31,  32.  Two  Divisions  charge  $12.00  for  a  charter,  15  secure 
$15.00,  one  asks  $18.00,  nine  demand  $20.00,  and  one  obtains  $22.00. 
A  charter  and  all  Camp  supplies  are  furnished  and  some  Divisions  in- 
clude a  Camp  seal  and  the  expenses  of  the  Mustering  Officer. 

33.  The  total  cost  of  the  inspection  of  29  Division  Headquarters 
amounted  to  $372.05,  an  increase  over  last  year  of  $93.08,  and  an 
average  of  $12.83  to  each  Division. 

After  a  careful  study  of  the  results  obtained,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  practice  of  sendiug  an  Inspector  from  an  outside  Division  is  a 
useless  expenditure  of  money,  and  believe  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Division  Council,  who  visits  his  Division  Headquarters  at  least  once 
each  year,  is  perfectly  competent  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  an 
Assistant  Inspector-General  and  recommend  that  my  successor  make  a 
test  of  this  method  of  inspection. 

It  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  inspect  the  Headquarters  of  the 
Adjutant  and  Quartermaster-General,  as  this  Department  was  fully 
aware  of  the  splendid  condition  of  these  two  offices. 

The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  my  Assistant  Inspectors-General, 
to  whom  I  desire  to  extend  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  prompt  and 
intelligent  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 


Division. 

Asst.  Inspectors- General. 

Address. 

Alabama  and  Tennessee 

.    V.  Glib,  Jr  

Birmingham,  Ala. 

California  and  H.I. 

.    F.  P.  Shipley  .    .    .  . 

Oakland,  Cal. 

Oberlin,  Kan. 

Connecticut  .... 

.    W.  M.  P.  Bowen     .  . 

Providence,  R.I. 

Gulf  

.    Josiah  Gross  .    .    .  . 

New  Orleans,  La. 

.    Geo.  E.  Cogshall    .  . 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

.    James  W.  Noel  .    .  . 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Iowa  ...... 

.    Charles  Townsend  .  . 

Benton,  Wis. 

William  H.  Russell 

LaCrosse,  Kan. 

Kentucky   

George  H.  Capito    .  . 

Louisville,  Ky. 

,    Fred  E.  Bolton  .    .  . 

Boston,  Mass. 

Wildun  Scott      .    .  . 

Milton,  Pa. 

Massachusetts     .    .  . 

George  E.  Cox  . 

Hartford,  Conn. 

.    William  G  Dnstiu  .  . 

D wight,  111. 

Minuesota  .... 

.    W.  J.  Patton  .    .    .  . 

Marinette,  Wis. 

Missouri  

.    E.  W.  Raymond      .  . 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

.    George  F.  Wolz  .    .  . 

Fremont,  Neb. 

New  Hampshire  .    .  . 

.    R.  L.  Whitcomb     .  . 

Portland,  Me. 

New  Jersey  .... 

.    E.  R.  Campbell  .    .  . 

Washington,  D.C. 
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Division. 


Asst.  Inspectors-General 


Address. 


Pennsylvania  . 
Rhode  Island  . 
South  Dakota 
Vermont    .  . 


Washington  . 
West  Virginia 
Wisconsin 


New  York 
Ohio  .  . 
Oregon  . 


Arthur  B.  Spink 

C.  J.  Deckman   .  . 

R.  J.  Courtney   .  . 

W.  S.  Oberdorf  .  . 
Edward.  T.  Monahan 

C.  B.  Cook     .    .  . 

H.  0.  Bixby   .    .  . 

E.  W.  Young     .  . 

E.  W.  Myers  .    .  . 

A.  T.  Wilson     .  . 


Providence,  R.I. 
Malvern,  0. 
Okobojo,  S.D. 
Dansville,  N.Y. 
Underbill,  Vt. 
Arlington,  S.D. 
Chelsea,  Vt. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 
Cedar  Rapids,  la. 


CAMP  INSPECTIONS. 


Every  Division  except  Ohio  submitted  reports  of  inspection,  and 
the  general  average  was  fair.  That  more  good  does  not  result  from 
our  Camp  iuspections  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  carelessness  and 
ignorance  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors.  If  they  performed  their  full  duty 
the  present  method  would  materially  strengthen  and  build  up  the  Order, 
instead  of  resolving  itself  into  a  farce,  as  is  the  case  in  many  instances. 

While  the  present  blank  is  far  from  satisfactory,  there  are  several 
reasons  why  no  substitute  is  submitted,  although  such  a  course  was 
contemplated  at  one  time,  and  a  request  made  in  General  Orders  No. 
1,  series  of  1898,  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  for  suggestions  upon  the 
subject. 

Although  this  notification  was  supposed  to  reach  every  member, 
no  responses  were  received,  and  the  only  inference  to  be  drawn  was 
that  the  membership  at  large  were  either  satisfied  with  the  present  blank 
or  indifferent  as  to  the  future  progress  of  our  Order. 

Under  our  present  C,  R.  &  R.,  a  Camp  may  be  military  or  social, 
they  may  work  the  degrees  or  not  just  as  they  see  fit ;  and  the  only 
way  to  properly  inspect  them  would  be  to  place  each  one  in  its  own 
class  and  mark  it  accordingly. 

Much  as  I  should  like  to  do  this  I  am  forced  to  admit  that  in  my 
opinion  such  a  method  is  far  beyond  the  comprehension  of  the  average 
Assistant  Inspector,  whose  mental  facilities  are  taxed  to  the  utmost  in 
order  to  fill  out  our  present  simple  blank  in  a  manner  that  can  be 
understood  by  his  superiors. 

The  reports  of  some  Division  Inspectors  were  models  of  neatness 
and  accuracy,  while  others  contained  much  room  for  improvement. 

Some  were  practically  of  no  value,  containing  many  errors  and 
omissions  and  causing  considerable  delay  and  annoyance,  as  it  was 
necessary  to  thoroughly  revise  and  correct  them  before  they  were  of  the 
slightest  use. 

The  first  Division  to  report  was  Rhode  Island.  The  papers  were 
received  on  Dec.  16,  1897,  and  the  Inspector,  William  P.  O'Flaherty, 
deserves  much  credit  for  his  promptness. 

In  three  Divisions,  Rhode  Island,  Colorado  and  Iowa,  every  Camp 
in  the  Division  Avas  inspected. 

Last  year  nine  Divisions  reported  every  Camp  as  having  been 
visited  by  the  Inspector  or  his  assistants. 

The  greatest  drawback  met  with  was  the  inaccuracy  of  the  Divisiou 
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Inspectors'  consolidated  reports,  fully  fifty  per  cent  of  them  containing 
errors  of  one  kind  or  another.  In  addition  to  this  two  reports  were  on 
old  forms  and  the  fact  that  the  questions  and  numbers  did  not  corre- 
spond, entailed  an  enormous  amount  of  labor  upon  this  department. 

A  comparative  statement  of  the  results  obtained  from  questions 
Nos.  1  to  20,  inclusive,  follows;  one  reason  for  the  poor  showing 
being  the  absence  of  Ohio  from  the  calculations. 

1.  434  Captains  received  a  mark  of  Excellent  on  this  question, 
a  loss  from  last  year  of  45  ;  197  were  marked  Good,  190  Fair  and  147 
Poor. 

2.  253  Captains  were  marked  Perfect  on  their  degree  work,  a 
gain  of  30  ;  179  secured  Good,  223  Fair  and  292  Poor. 

3.  323  First  Lieutenants  were  Perfect  in  their  ritualistic  work,  a 
gain  of  7  ;  163  were  Good,  267  Fair  and  214  Poor. 

4.  297  Second  Lieutenants  have  committed  their  work  to  memory, 
a  loss  of  2  ;  163  were  Good,  246  Fair  and  252  Poor. 

5.  264  Chaplains  were  Perfect,  a  loss  of  13;  184  were  Good, 
247  Fair  and  268  Poor. 

6.  342  Sergeants  of  the  Guard  have  memorized  their  parts,  a 
gain  of  9  ;  194  were  Good,  235  Fair  and  190  Poor. 

7.  But  436  officers  were  regular  in  their  attendance,  a  loss  of  37  ; 
308  were  Good,  163  Fair  and  64  Poor. 

8.  438  Camps  show  a  gain  in  membership  since  last  year,  a  loss 
of  6  ;  157  were  Good,  117  Fair  and  249  Poor. 

9.  745  Camp  Records  were  correctly  and  well  kept,  a  loss  of  67  ; 
142  were  Good,  60  Fair  and  30  Poor. 

10.  It  is  evident  that  the  Quartermaster  Sergeants  are  gaining 
the  confidence  of  their  superior  officers,  as  but  765  have  filed  bonds,  a 
decrease  of  73  ;  81  were  Good,  50  Fair  and  74  Poor. 

11.  516  Camp  officers  are  reported  as  uniformed,  a  loss  of  23; 
while  115  were  nearly  so,  101  in  part  and  231  have  none  at  all. 

12..  439  Camp  officers  wear  rank  straps  and  side-arms,  a  loss  of 
49  ;  176  received  a  rating  of  Good  on  this  question,  132  were  Fair  and 
213  possessed  none  at  all. 

13.  735  Camp  rooms  are  properly  equipped,  and  are  marked 
Excellent,  a  loss  of  68  ;  131  were  Good,  60  Fair  and  37  Poor. 

14.  497  Staff  officers  are  reported  as  being  provided  with  proper 
chevrons,  a  loss  of  517  ;  44  were  Good,  63  Fair  and  344  Poor. 

15.  472  Camps  were  reported  as  fully  uniformed,  a  loss  of  457  ; 
122  were  partly  uniformed,  116  made  a  Fair  showing  and  238  possess 
none  whatever. 

16.  891  Camps  always  present  their  recruits  with  a  badge,  a  loss 
of  87.  It  is  strange  that  oat  of  970  Camps  inspected,  79  should  con- 
fess that  they  make  no  attempt  to  perform  this  simple  yet  important 
dut}'.  14  Camps  present  badges  most  of  the  time,  12  do  it  occasionally 
and  58  omit  it  entirely. 

17.  General  Orders  are  read  and  filed  in  94  per  cent  of  the  Camps 
inspected,  33  Camps  read  them  generally,  16  only  occasionally,  and  in 
19  Camps  no  pretense  is  made  of  paying  the  slightest  attention  to  the 
commands  of  their  superior  officers. 
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18.  866  of  the  Camps  inspected  observed  Memorial  Day;  32 
were  marked  Good,  16  Fair  and  49  disregarded  the  day  entirely. 

19.  Reports  and  dues  are  forwarded  promptly  in  826  Camps  ;  32 
are  Good  in  this  respect,  34  Fair  and  30  Poor. 

20.  828  Camps  forwarded  their  Surgeons'  and  Chaplains'  reports 
promptly,  31  received  mark  of  Good,  28  were  Fair  and  38  Poor. 

The  following  information  is  gathered  from  the  replies  to  ques- 
tions Nos.  21  to  37,  and  may  be  of  interest  to  students  of  our  pro- 
gress :  — 

21 .  Total  number  of  members  in  good  standing,  30,429  ;  average 
1,049. 

22.  Number  of  members  dropped  during  the  last  year,  2,988; 
average,  103. 

23.  Number  of  special  meetings  held,  1,302  ;  average,  45. 

24.  Total  value  of  Camp  property,  $265,306.01  ;  average, 
$9,148.49. 

25.  Amount  of  funds  over  total  indebtedness,  $137,181.31  ; 
average,  $4,730.39. 

26.  Amount  charged  for  annual  dues,  $2,463.21 ;  average, 
$84.94. 

27.  Amount  charged  for  muster  fee,  $1,945.05  ;  average,  $67.07. 

28.  (a)  Number  of  members  relieved,  728  ;  average,  25. 

28.  (b)  Amount  expended,  $8,821.40  ;  average,  $304.19. 

29.  Money  expended  for  the  relief  of  veterans  and  their  families, 
$1,208.55;  average,  $41.67.  ' 

30.  Number  of  Camps  equipped,  661,  Cavalry,  23,  Artillery,  29, 
Infantry,  608,  Signal  Corps,  1,  Ambulance  Corps,  1. 

31.  Number  of  members  equipped  with  arms  and  accoutrements, 
9,122  ;  average,  315. 

32.  (a)  Number  of  Camps  who  engage  in  regular  company  drills, 
331 ;  average,  11. 

32.  (6)  Number  who  do  not,  599  ;  average,  21. 

33.  (a)  Number  of  Camps  who  have  aided  the  local  G.A.R.  or 
W.R.C.,  495;  average,  17. 

33.  (b)  Number  who  have  not,  663;  average,  16. 

34.  (a)  Number  of  Camps  having  a  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  265  ; 
average,  9. 

34.  (&)  Number  who  do  not,  671  ;  average,  23. 

35.  (a)  Number  of  Camps  where  local  G.A.R.  attend  meetings 
and  encourage  the  Camp,  710;  average,  24. 

35.  (&)  Number  who  do  not,  328  ;  average,  11. 

36.  (a)  Number  of  Camps  who  hold  social  gatherings,  726 ; 
average,  25. 

36.  (b)  Number  who  do  not,  309  ;  average,  11. 

37.  Total  cost  of  Camp  inspection,  $1,532.53  ;  average,  $52.85. 

Not  all  of  the  Division  Inspectors  availed  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunity of  expressing  their  opinions  relative  to  the  inspection ;  the 
remarks  of  those  who  saw  fit  to  do  so  are  worth  reproducing  here. 
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CALIFORNIA  AND  HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 

General  Average,  56  per  cent;  First-class  2,  Second-class  6,  Third-class  1. 

"As  far  as  I  have  seen,  this  Division  has  good  and  efficient  officers,  fully 
qualified  for  the  positions  which  they  hold.  I  find  that  some  of  the  Camps  are 
backward  in  paying  their  clues,  and  are  therefore  suspended,  which  handicaps 
us  greatly.  I  wish  to  commend  Camp  7  of  Pasadena,  which  is  the  best  in  the 
Division,  with  thirty-six  members.  They  performed  the  entire  work  withou, 
the  aid  of  a  ritual  and  obtained  a  marking  of  91  per  cent." 

F.  C.  HUNT,  Inspector. 

COLORADO. 

General  Average,  78  per  cent;  First-class  5,  Second-class  2,  Third-class  0. 

"  This  report  covers  the  inspection  of  every  Camp  in  the  Colorado  Division, 
to  which  the  assistant  inspectors  were  appointed,  and  the  general  average,  viz.  : 
78  per  cent,  is  therefore  the  general  average  of  the  entire  Division.  The  effi- 
ciency of  the  officers  of  the  Division  is  good.  Of  the  Camps,  some  are  good 
and  some  are  not.  The  Sons  of  Veterans  Order  here  is  not  booming.  The 
National  Guard  of  the  State  catches  all  those  who  are  fond  of  the  military  feat- 
ure. In  a  majority  of  cases  the  enthusiasm  dies  out  for  want  of  the  social 
feature  in  a  short  time  after  a  recruit  is  mustered.  In  my  judgment  there 
should  be  legislation  enacted  making  the  organization  a  strictly  military  one, 
making  it  compulsory  for  each  recruit  to  purchase  a  uniform,  of  whatever  arm 
the  organization  may  decide  upon,  before  he  is  mustered  in.  More  recruits 
would  be  secured,  and  better  material  than  we  now  have." 

HENRY  C  LUTHER,  Inspector. 

CONNECTICUT. 

General  Average,  85  per  cent ;  First-class  22,  Second-class  3,  Third-class  0. 
"  Was  unable  to  secure  an  inspection  of  Camps  18  and  49." 

W.  A.  CHASE,  Inspector. 

THE~GULF. 

General  Average,  28  per  cent;  First-class  0,  Second-class  4,  Third-class  0. 

11  The  camps  in  this  Division  are  scattered  and  isolated.  They  extend 
from  Florida  to  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  making  an  inspection  difficult.  The 
officers  are  zealous  and  faithful,  but  the  absence  of  coutact  with  brothers  of 
the  North  prevents  them  from  being  as  efficient  as  desirable.  The  Gulf  Di- 
vision is  really  a  missionary  field;  it  is  holding  its  own,  even  more,  it  is  grow- 
ing stronger,  but  slowly." 

WILLIAM  JEFFERSON,  Inspector. 

INDL\.NA. 

General  Average,  33  per  cent ;  First-class  34,  Second-class  28,  Third-class  0. 

"  All  officers  of  this  Division  are  working  hard  and  doing  all  they  can  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Order,  trying  to  get  the  weak  Camps  in  line  again.  Some 
are  coming  and  some  are  very  far  on  the  downward  course.  There  are  twenty- 
one  Camps  who  were  not  inspected,  the  reasons  being  "  that  they  did  not  wish 
to  bother  with  it,"  and  some  have  no  place  of  meeting  or  have  no  property,  and 
are  not  in  shape  to  be  inspected.  Some  of  these  twenty-one  Camps  are  so  far 
behind  with  their  per  capita  tax  that  it  is  doubtful  if  the}'  can  ever  be  rein- 
stated. All  efforts  to  get  them  back  seem  to  be  of  no  use.  All  has  been  done 
that  can  be  done,  and  forty- six  Camps  were  iuspected." 

W.  A.  SMITH,  Inspector. 

IOWA. 

General  Average,  74  per  cent;  First-class  34,  Second-class  2S,  Third-class  0. 

"  With  permission  from  Inspector  General,  dated  Oct.  26,  1897,  and  Dec. 
6,  1897,  the  Division  Inspector  was  given  power  to  appoint  assistant  inspectors 
to  inspect  their  own  Camps  where  such  a  course  was  deemed  absolutely  neces- 
sary." 

A.  B.  HANCOCK,  Inspector. 
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KENTUCKY. 

General  Average,  82  per  cent;  First-class  11,  Second-class  2,  Third-class  0. 

"  The  Division  has  increased  in  Camps  and  I  believe  in  numbers  also. 
The  general  work  performed  by  the  Camps  is  very  much  better  and  more  en- 
thusiastic than  on  inspection  nights.  The  complaint  in  this  Division  is  the 
long  time  consumed  by  the  ritual,  even  for  general  business;  "too  much  talk" 
in  the  general  order  of  business,  there  being  eighteen  orders  of  business  "while 
in  other  orders  seven  or  eight  are  considered  ample.  The  degree  work  is  so 
lengthy  that  no  Camp,  except  possibly  Camp  9,  works  the  three  degrees,  and 
few  even  the  first  degree ;  they  simply  obligate  the  new  member,  condense  the 
first  degree  and  immediately  obligate  in  the  other  two  degrees." 

CHARLES  GERMAN,  Inspector. 

MAINE. 

General  Average,  69  per  cent;  Eirst-class  25,  Second-class  19,  Third-class  2. 

"  The  results  of  the  inspection  of  the  Camps  of  this  Division  shows  that  we 
are  in  practically  the  same  condition  as  one  year  ago.  We  were  unable  to  in- 
spect four  of  our  Camps  so  that  the  general  average  was  kept  clown  to  about 
the  same  as  last  year.  As  a  whole,  the  Division  is  in  better  condition  than  one 
year  ago.  The  officers  take  more  pride  in  their  work,  and  a  larger  per  cent 
have  committed  the  work  than  on  any  previous  year.  The  brothers  of  the 
Maine  Division  are  loyal  to  the  interests  of  the  Order,  and  are  endeavoring  to 
increase  more  and  more  each  year  the  efficiency  and  influence  of  the  Division 
in  our  Commonwealth  as  well  as  in  the  National  Councils  of  our  Order." 

E.  N.  CORSON,  Inspector. 

MARYLAND. 

General  Average,  62  per  cent;  First-class  9,  Second-class  11,  Third-class  4. 
Camps  not  reporting  are  classified  in  the  third  class  and  are  marked  zero 
in  all  questions  except  nineteen  and  twenty,  which  ratings  were  secured  from 
Division  Headquarters." 

EDWARD  R.  FRENCH,  Inspector. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

General  Average,  85  per  cent;  First-class  110,  Second-class  20,  Third-class  4. 

"  The  Division  on  the  whole  is  in  better  condition  than  last  year.  There 
has  been  a  gain  in  membership,  and  fewer  brothers  dropped.  The  value  of  the 
property  has  increased  $11,690.  There  have  been  fewer  calls  for  relief,  both 
from  veterans  and  brothers,  consequently  not  so  large  an  amount  has  been  ex- 
pended in  that  direction.  The  officers  on  the  whole  appear  to  understand  their 
several  duties,  and  are  active  and  efficient." 

FRED  E.  WARNER,  Inspector. 

MICHIGAN. 

General  Average,  61  per  cent;  First-class  30,  Second-class  15,  Third-class  3. 

"The  comparatively  poor  showing  in  ritualistic  work  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  many  of  our  camps  are  new  ones.  The  membership  of  the  Division  has 
more  than  doubled  during  the  past  year." 

GEORGE  W.  DAVIS,  Inspector. 

MINNESOTA. 

General  Average,  33  per  cent;  First-class  8,  Second-class  12,  Third-class  5. 

"  On  January  1,  1898,  there  were  fifty  Camps  in  the  Minnesota  Divisiou, 
thirty-two  of  which  were  in  good  standing  and  eighteen  were  in  arrears.  The 
thirty-two  Camps  in  good  standing  reported  a  total  membership  of  804.  The 
inspection  shows  that  the  Minnesota  Division  is  in  a  very  poor  condition. 
Very  few  Camps  are  strong,  either  numerically  or  financial^,  and  there  is  a 
general  lack  of  interest  and  enthusiasm  that  will  be  the  undoing  of  the  Division. 
An  earnest  effort  was  made  to  have  every  Camp  inspected.  Where  Camps  could 
not  afford  the  expense,  the  Division  Commander  appointed  a  local  member  as 
an  assistant  inspector,  but  even  under  this  arrangement  it  was  found  that  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  camps  were  too  dead  to  even  attempt  to  hold  an  inspection." 

MILTON  S.  MEAD,  Inspector. 
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MISSOURI. 

General  Average,  78  per  cent;  First-class  18,  Second-class  14,  Third-class  2. 

"Three  of  the  seven  camps  not  inspected  were  not  subject  to  inspection. 
My  first  report  was  received  on  October  20,  1897,  and  the  last  on  February 
26,  1898." 

L.  B.  PHILO,  Inspector. 

NEBRASKA. 

General  Average,  70  per  cent;  First-class  8,  Second-class  11,  Third-class  1. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  as  Inspector  of  the  Ne- 
braska Division.  I  cannot  say  that  this  is  an  A  No.  1  Division.  The  inspec- 
tion does  not  show  it.  We  are  second-class  good  and  strong  however.  We 
have  some  especially  strong  Camps,  and  some  too  poor  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
an  inspection.  One  Camp  reports  itself  $1.85  in  debt,  another  $.10  on  hand, 
etc.  That  the  Assistant  Inspectors  have  had  compassion  on  these  Camps  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  it  cost  but  $11.85  to  inspect  the  entire  Division. 
Camp  12  at  Wahoo  stands  highest  with  96  per  cent,  Camp  5,  Fremont,  is 
second  with  95  per  cent,  while  Camp  72,  South  Omaha,  is  third,  with  90  per 
cent.  The  "  booby"  Camp  of  the  State  is  No.  3,  located  at  Fairmount,  having 
but  47  per  cent.  This,  however,  is  a  new  Camp,  which  may  excuse  it  some- 
what, although  at  the  time  of  its  inspection  it  had  been  in  existence  some 
eight  months.  It  seemed  hard  for  its  officers  to  get  properly  onto  the  ropes 
and  get  things  moving  smoothly.  This  is  the  only  third-class  Camp  in  the 
Division. 

"  Some  Camps  may  consider  their  marking  too  low,  but  each  had  what  it 
seemed  to  deserve.  These  are  not  padded  returns.  The  work  has  been  done  on 
the  presumption  that  the  exact  condition  of  each  Camp  was  wanted.  As  to  the 
officers,  I  can  say  but  little.  Much  good  work  has  been  done  by  the  Com- 
mander in  organizing  new  Camps.  The  Division,  I  understand,  is  out  of  debt, 
and  may  now  be  said  to  have  its  head  above  water,  ready  to  do  some  effective 
work." 

R.  M.  TYSON,  Inspector. 

NEW  YORK. 

General  Average,  83  per  cent ;  First-class  76,  Secoud-class  26,  Third-class  2. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed  as  my  report  of  the  inspection 
of  the  New  York  Division.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Ave  are  on  the  increase,  and 
are  gaining  ground  every  day.  The  Division  officers  are  competent  and  faith- 
ful, and  deserve  much  praise  for  the  splendid  condition  of  the  Order  in  this 
State.  Many  neAv  Camps  have  been  organized  during  the  past  year,  and  a  large 
number  of  suspended  ones  reinstated.  Some  of  the  Camps  inspected  were  not 
in  good  standing.  This  policy  was  adopted  for  the  reason  that  it  Avould  tend 
to  strengthen  and  encourage  them,  and  the  results  fully  sustained  the  belief. 
The  ritualistic  work  and  military  features  show  a  marked  improvement  over 
last  year." 

FRANK  K.  MAPLES,  Inspector. 

OREGON. 

General  Average,  52  per  cent;  First-class  1,  Second-class  3,  Third-class  1. 

"  In  making  this  report  of  the  Division  inspection,  I  find  that  no  P.  W.  or 
C.  S.  has  been  issued  since  January,  1897.  That  U.  S.  Grant  Camp  No  9  lost 
its  entire  Camp  equipage  by  fire  Dec.  3,  1897.  That  the  G.A.R.  Posts  interest 
themselves  only  in  one  Camp  in  the  entire  Division.  That  the  Division  officers 
generally  are  efficient  and  work  hard  and  zealously  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  Order.  That  only  through  the  assistance  of  the  Division  Commander  is  it 
possible  to  make  this  report,  as  all  inspections  have  been  made  under  the 
personal  supervision  of  the  Commander  or  a  member  of  his  staff." 

CHARLES  P>.  ORAI,  Inspector. 

P 1CNNSYI/VANIA . 

General  Average,  69  per  cent;  First-class  101,  Second-class  13,  Third-class  0. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  hereAvith  my  consolidated  report  of  the  annual 
inspection  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division,  giving  the  total  average  and  percentage 
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of  all  Camps  inspected  on  each  question.  I  also  include  tables,  giving  the  Camps 
with  a  percentage  of  ninety-seven  or  over;  the  Camps  with  a  valuation  of  $100u 
or  over;  the  Camps  with  a  membership  of  100  or  over;  and  a  list  of  the  Camps 
iu  good  standing  that  were  not  inspected. 

"  I  regret  to  have  to  record  the  fact  that  a  number  of  the  brothers  detailed 
as  assistant  inspectors  were  careless  and  negligent  in  their  work,  while  the 
instructions  were  ample  and  explicit,  many  of  the  assistant  inspectors  appear 
i  o  have  given  but  little  attention  to  them,  as  they  filled  out  the  reports  according 
to  their  own  ideas,  and  this  necessitated  much  additional  labor  upon  this 
department.  Some  of  the  assistant  inspectors  failed  entirely  to  perform  the 
duties  assigned  to  them.  In  marking  the  .Camps  I  have  beeu  as  lenient  as  pos- 
sible, consistent  with  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  of  my  office.  Our 
main  point  of  weakness  is  in  the  first  six  questions  relating  to  the  ritualistic 
work.  The  low  percentage  obtained  by  many  of  the  Camps  and  the  general 
average  of  the  Division,  are  materially  affected  by  the  negligence  or  indifference 
of  the  five  principle  officers  of  the  Camp.  This  ought  not  to  be,  and  we  hope 
that  the  present  year  will  show  a  decided  improvement  in  this  feature  of  in- 
spection. I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  present  ritual  is  not  regarded  with 
favor  throughout  the  Division,  especially  by  the  Camps  with  a  low  percentage 
in  the  first  six  questions,  but  the  importance  of  securing  a  good  record  for  the 
Camps  and  Division  at  the  annual  inspection  should  be  sufficient  incentive  for 
vigorous  work  in  this  direction.  I  have  uo  particular  recommendations  to  make 
in  regard  to  the  ritual,  the  work  in  it  is  grand  and  beautiful,  and  it  is  not  be- 
yond the  abilities  of  the  average  Camp  to  render.  As  I  said  above,  our  main 
weakness  is  not  in  the  ritual,  but  is  in  the  first  six  questions,  and  when  our 
Camps  overcome  this  obstacle,  success  will  be  ours.  We  deem  further  comment 
upon  the  report  unnecessary.  In  addition  to  the  compilation  of  this  report  I 
personally  inspected  three  Camps;  made  twenty  official  visits,  and  conducted  a 
very  large  correspondence.  In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  to  the  Division 
Commander  and  staff  and  to  the  assistant  inspectors  my  appreciation  of  cour- 
tesies received  and  assistance  rendered  iu  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  my 
office." 

FOREST  W.  BRIGGS,  Inspector. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

General  Average,  83  per  cent ;  First-class  li,  Second-class  0,  Third-class  0. 

"  The  Division  is  in  good  condition  considering  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  has  labored  during  the  past  year,  although  there  is  some  lack  of 
enthusiasm  among  a  few  Camp  officers.  Appeals  have  been  made  to  the  various 
G  A.R.  Posts  to  aid  and  assist  the  Camps  with  the  results  as  shown  in  this  report. 
The  Division  Commander  and  staff,  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  increase 
the  membership  and  welfare  of  the  Division." 

MICHAEL  P.  O'FLAHERTY,  Inspector. 

VERMONT. 

General  Average,  64  per  cent ;  First-class  20,  Second-class  12,  Third-class  G. 

"The  Division  is  once  more  ou  the  gain,  not  only  in  numbers,  but  in 
enthusiasm  for  the  Order.  .  The  hospitality  and  hearty  goodwill  of  the  brothers 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  nearly  every  Camp  in  good  standing  entertained  the 
inspecting  officer  at  its  own  expense.  It  is  very  noticeable  that  where  the 
Grand  Army  assist  and  encourage  the  brothers  by  their  presence  at  the  meetings, 
there  our  best  Camps  exist,  and  the  downfall  of  many  Camps  is  traceable  to 
the  lack  of  this  support." 

IRA  E.  MORSE,  Inspector. 

WISCONSIN. 

General  Average,  68  per  cent ;  First-class  17,  Second-class  10,  Third-class  0. 

lX  The  Camps  in  this  Division  are  widely  scattered,  and  are  suffering  from 
the  depression  of  the  times.  Our  best  Camps  are  those  in  the  small  cities  .and 
villages,  aud  those  iu  the  large  cities  are  in  very  poor  shape.  Three  of  the 
Camps  inspected  are  suspended  and  practically  dead,  and  have  been  so  for 
some  time." 

A.  G.   HALL,  Inspector. 
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The  general  average  and  classification  of  the  Divisions  not  included 
in  the  foregoing  are  as  follows  :  — 


State.  General  Average.   First-class.    Second-class.  Third-class. 

Alabama  and  Tennessee  .  33  per  cent  2               6  1 

Illinois   36  per  cent  15               27  4 

Kansas   48  per  cent  31               10  0 

New  Hampshire     ...  83  per  cent  1530 

New  Jersey   85  per  cent  93                3  0 

Ohio   No  report 

South  Dakota    ....  34  per  cent  640 

Washington   77  per  cent  17                2  0 

West  Virginia   ....  28  per  cent  041 


In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  uniform 
courtesy  which  I  have  met  witb,  and  to  extend  my  thanks  to  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Darling,  Adjutant-General  Bolton  and  Quartermaster- 
General  Loebenstein  for  many  favors  extended.  Attached  to  this 
report  will  be  found  "  Exhibit  A  and  B,"  the  first  containing  totals  of 
the  first  twenty  questions  and  the  second  showing  the  percentages. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

J.  FRANK  DURSTON, 

Inspector- General  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 
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REPORT  OF  JUDGE  ADVOCATE-GENERAL. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Next  in  the  order  is  the  report  of 
the  Jndge  Advocate-General. 

Judge  Advocate-General  Edward  K.  Gould  of  Maine,  submitted 
and  read  the  following  report :  — 

To  Charles  K.  Darling,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  as  Judge  Advocate- 
General  for  the  present  term. 

Upon  assuming  the  duties  of  this  office  my  attention  was  early 
called  to  the  urgent  demand  for  a  codification  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Commanders-in-Chief  and  the  opinions  of  the  Judge  Advocates-General. 
Scattered  as  they  are  through  many  volumes  of  proceedings,  some  of 
which  are  out  of  print  and  difficult  of  access  to  Camp  officers,  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  find  precedents  to  guide  in  forming  correct  con- 
clusions in  regard  to  the  innumerable  questions  that  constantly  arise  in 
the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Order. 

SONS   OF  VETERANS'  DIGEST. 

The  condition  of  the  finances  had  not  permitted  the  publication  of 
the  Blue  Book,  and  to  provide  a  substitute  that  would  be  compact  and 
within  the  means  of  the  Order,  and  at  the  same  time  meet  this  urgent 
demand  for  a  book  of  decisions,  became  the  first  duty  of  this  Depart- 
ment. During  seven  years'  continuous  service  as  Judge-Advocate  of 
the  Maine  Division,  I  had  from  time  to  time  annotated  and  kept  up  in 
the  form  of  an  index-digest  the  official  decisions  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  as  they  appeared  in  the  published  proceedings. 

1  found  this  arrangement  most  convenient  for  ready  reference,  and 
in  its  completed  state  it  has  the  value  of  being  the  result  of  years  of 
experience  and  constant  use.  By  the  orderly  and  logical  subdivision 
of  topics  such  as  is  used  in  this  digest,  it  is  easy  to  find  any  and  all 
decisions  bearing  upon  a  particular  subject. 

During  the  latter  part  of  October  I  submitted  a  proposition  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  take  upon  myself  the  task  of  preparing  a  digest 
of  decisions  for  the  use  of  the  Order.  The  proposal  at  once  met  with 
favor  at  the  hands  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  who  issued  the  neces- 
sary authority  for  the  preparation  of  the  work  in  Special  Order  No.  2. 

I  entered  upon  my  task  with  zeal,  and  after  two  months  of  labor 
produced  the  digest  now  in  use.  In  its  preparation  the  greatest  care 
was  taken  to  eliminate  obsolete  and  overruled  decisions,  so  that  those 
embodied  in  the  work  can  be  relied  upon  as  authority.  While  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  topics  the  work  follows  the  form  and  combines  all 
the  good  qualities  of  an  index-digest,  it  is  something  more  than  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  necessity  of  referring  to  the  original  decision  is  ob- 
viated by  the  full  and  complete'  statement  in  the  digest  of  each  point 
decided. 

I  have  endeavored-,  however,  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the 
value  of  a  digest  depends  upon  the  succinct  and  accurate  statement  of 
the  exact  point  decided  in  each  case.  As  one  of  the  results  of  this 
purpose  there  has  been  compressed  into  seventy-two  pages  an  amount 
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of  matter  which,  if  printed  in  full,  would,  I  believe,  cover  between 
three  hundred  and  four  hundred  pages  of  the  same  size  and  style  of 
type  as  that  in  the  digest. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  work  I  was  very  materially  aided  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief  and  Quartermaster  General  Loebenstein.  From 
the  first  the  Commander-in-Chief  manifested  the  greatest  interest  in  the 
work,  and  the  proof  sheets  were  sent  him  and  the  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral as  fast  as  received  from  the  printer.  These  he  critically  examined 
and  carefully  revised,  his  rare  legal  training  and  experience  as  compiler 
of  the  early  laws  of  Massachusetts  makiug  his  assistance  invaluable. 
The  suggestions  of  the  Quartermaster-General  were  always  timely  and 
I  considered  myself  fortunate  in  having  the  aid  of  an  officer  of  such 
ability  and  experience  in  the  affairs  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief . 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Decisions  I.  to 
IX.  and  Opinions  I.  to  VII.  of  the  present  Commander-in-Chief  and 
Judge  Advocate-General  were  included  in  the  digest  as  an  appendix. 

The  book  was  printed  under  my  direct  supervision,  and  such  a 
number  of  copies  as  were  needed  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  Order, 
were  turned  over  in  bulk  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  who  in  turn 
supplied  the  Divisions  on  requisition.  That  the  work  is  proving  of 
value  to  the  Order  I  have  abundant  evidence,  and  that  it  will  bear  the 
test  of  time  and  constant  use  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt. 

OFFICIAL  OPINIONS. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  has  required  of  me  twenty-four  opinions 
upon  various  subjects,  all  of  which  have  been  submitted  to  and  ap- 
proved by  him  and  are  herewith  subjoined.  Each  opinion  has  been 
prepared  with  a  syllabus  and  digest  of  its  contents,  which  I  believe 
will  meet  with  such  favor  with  the  Order  that  opinions  hereafter  drawn 
will  conform  to  the  practice  established  this  present  term. 

COURTS-MARTIAL. 

But  three  cases  of  courts-martial  have  been  passed  upon  since  my 
appointment,  and  of  this  number  one  was  approved  and  two  disap- 
proved. The  many  errors  and  irregularities  in  the  records  of  courts- 
martial  are  due  to  the  carelessness  of  Judge  Advocates  in  preparing 
them  and  could  readily  be  avoided  by  a  little  care. 

While  technicalities  should  never  be  permitted  to  interfere  with 
the  speedy  conviction  and  punishment  of  offenders  against  our  laws, 
there  are  certain  rules  that  must  be  observed  in  order  to  insure  the  im- 
partial administration  of  justice.  \A  departure  from  any  one  of  them 
is  fatal  to  any  case.  In  at  least  two  respects  the  faulty  condition  of 
the  blanks  used  in  courts-martial  is  responsible  for  errors,  and  the  first 
of  these  that  comes  to  my  attention  is  the  blank  order  convening  the 
court  and  appointing  its  members.  In  this,  blank  spaces  for  the  de- 
tailing of  eight  brothers  are  provided,  when  but  five  are  authorized  by 
the  General  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  the  appointing  of  a  larger 
number  is  fatal  to  the  case. 

One  other  serious  defect  in  the  blanks  for  courts-martial  is  the 
ambiguity  in  the  instructions  as  to  the  method  of  procedure  when  the 
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accused  is  absent.  To  this  cause  may  be  assigned  the  very  common 
and  inconsistent  error  of  reporting  the  accused  absent  and  also  that  he 
was  arraigned  and  pleaded  not  guilty.  I  am.  of  the  opinion  that  the 
blanks  for  courts-martial  should  be  subjected  to  a  thorough  revision 
that  the  irregularities  and  inconsistencies  in  the  record  clue  to  faulty 
'construction  may  be  eliminated. 

I  have  been  called  upon  in  several  instances  to  render  informal 
opinions  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  have  done  so  in  each  case. 
Questions  have  also  come  to  me  through  irregular  channels,  and  in 
every  instance  I  have  replied,  giving  instructions  as  to  the  proper 
course  to  pursue,  or  to  save  delay  and  for  the  general  good  of  the 
Order,  an  informal  opinion  has  been  forwarded. 

OFFICIAL  VISITATIONS. 

It  has  been  my  pleasant  duty,  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  to  be  present  at  the  reception  tendered  him  by 
Shepley  Camp  No.  4,  of  Portland,  Me.,  and  to  also  be  in  attendance 
upon  him-during  his  official  visits  to  the  Encampments  of  |/he  Massachu- 
setts Division  and  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Societies,  at  Boston,  February 
22.  Together  with  Adjutant-General  Bolton,  I  attended  the  annual 
Encampment  of  the  Maine  Division  , at  Pittsfield,  June  8  and  9,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  being  absent  at  the  time  with  his  regiment  in  the 
held,  rendering  honorable  service  to  his  country  in  the  conflict  with 
Spain. 

ELIGIBILITY  CLAUSE. 

I  believe  it  to  be  proper  to  call  attention  to  the  importance  of  so 
framing  the  terms  of  the  eligibility  clause,  as  to  remove  all  doubt  that 
it  embraces  every  person  whose  father  is  eligible  to  membership  in  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  There  should  also  be  such  a  clear  and 
explicit  limitation  of  the  term,  "  The  Civil  War  of  1861-1865,"  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  give  it  but  one  construction.  As  it  now  reads, 
legal  minds  can  widely  differ  in  regard  to  just  the  exact  point  of  time 
embraced  in  the  term. 

DUES   OF  VOLUNTEERS. 

Legislation  should  also  be  passed  authorizing  Camps  to  remit  the 
dues  of  members  serving  in  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States  in 
time  of  war,  and  relieving  Camps  from  per  capita  tax  upon  members 
whose  dues  are  thus  remitted. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  must  express  my  thanks  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief for  his  courtesy  and  consideration  at  all  times,  and  for 
the  very  pleasant  relations  we  have  sustained  as  Commander  and  sub- 
ordinate. To  Adjutant-General  Bolton  and  Quartermaster-General 
Loebenstein  I  am  under  obligations  for  many  favors,  and  I  beg  that 
they  will  accept  these  assurances  of  1113^  highest  regard. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
'  Judge  Advocate- General. 
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Opinion  L — (Decision  I.,  Commander-in-Chief). 
Charter  :  Minimum  number  of  members  in  good  standing  necessary  to 

hold. 

Quorum:  When  the  return  of  a  Camp  shows  a  less  number  than  a,  in 
good  standing,  the  Division  Commander  should  demand  the  surrender  of  its 
charter. 

Commander  Charles  L.  Pierce  of  the  Division  of  California  asks  relative 
to  the  number  of  members  in  good  standing  necessary  to  hold  the  charter  of  a 
Camp. 

If  a  Camp  has  a  sufficient  number  of  members  in  good  standing  to  make 
a  quorum,  and  complies  fully  with  the  law  in  regard  to  making  returns  and 
paying  per  capita  tax  to  the  Division,  its  charter  cannot  be  taken  from  it. 
But  should  the  returns  of  a  Camp  show  less  than  a  quorum  of  members  in  good 
standing,  then  I  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Division  Commander  to 
demand  the  surrender  of  its  charter,  and  all  books,  papers  and  property  in  its 
possession  belonging  to  the  Order. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  Sept.  23,  1897.  Judge  Advocate- General. 

Opinion  II. —  (Decision  II.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Courts-Martial  —  Past  Captain —  Original  jurisdiction  not  in  Com- 
mander-in-Chief to  convene  court  for  trial  of. 

Past  Officers  —  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  and  Past  Grand  Division 
Commanders  are  the  only,  over  which  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  original 
courts-martial  jurisdiction. 

Indecent  and  Unbecoming  Words,  although  not"  actionable  in  them- 
selves, when  addressed  to  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  make  the  user  subject  to 
courts-martial. 

Sentence — Cue  year's  suspension  from  membership  not  excessive,  for 
using  indecent  and  unbecoming  words  to  a  veteran. 

Veterans  —  Pule  of  conduct  that  should  govern  members  in  their  rela- 
tions to. 

In  the  matter  of  the  courts-martial  of  Past  Captain  Charles  P.  Perkins  of 
Camp  No.  8,  Division  of  Massachusetts. 

This  case  comes  up  on  appeal  by  the  accused  from  the  decision  of  the 
Commander  of  the  Massachusetts  Division,  modifying  the  sentence  of  the  court 
from  two  years'  suspension  from  membership  to  one  year. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  and  accompanying  papers  are  respectfully 
returned  with  the  following  memorandum  :  — 

The  chief  contention  of  the  accused  is  that  a  courts-martial  for  the  trial  of 
a  Past  Captain  can  only  be  ordered  by  the  Commander-in-Chief.  Chapter  V., 
Article  VI  ,  Section  3  of  the  Pules  and  Regulations,  reads  in  part:  "  Courts- 
martial  may  be  ordered  by  the  Captains  of  Camps,  Commanders  of  Divisions, 
or  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  for  the  trial  of  alleged  offenders  in  their  respec- 
tive jurisdictions.  The  Commander-in-Chief  shall,  whenever  charges  are 
preferred  against  any  past  officer,  order  a  Court  of  Inquiry  or  courts-martial, 
as  may  be  deemed  advisable,"  etc.  When  the  various  parts  of  this  section  are 
considered  together,  it  is  evident  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  control  for 
courts-martial  purposes  over  such  officers,  and  past  officers  only,  as  are  within  his 
jurisdiction.  This  would  embrace  the  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  and  the  Past 
Grand  Division  Commanders.  A  fair  and  liberal  construction  of  this  section 
cannot  give  him  original  courts-martial  jurisdiction  over  the  seven  thousand  or 
more  Past  Captains,  scattered  as  they  are  over  wide  territory.  To  do  this  would 
be  to  cause  grave  injustice  in  many  cases.  It  needs  but  a  cursory  comparison 
of  this  section  as  it  now  exists,  and  as  it  existed  prior  to  its  complete  revision 
by  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  to  note  the  intent  to  curtail  and  limit  the  courts- 
martial  jurisdiction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  10  enlarge  that  of  the 
Camp  Captain  and  the  Division  Commander. 

The  language  which  the  testimony  shows  the  appellant  used  toward  a 
Grand  Army  comrade  is  grossly  indecent,  and  unbecoming  a  member  of  our 
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Order,  whose  conduct  toward  the  veterans  of  the  late  war  should  at  all  times 
be  deferential  and  respectful.  The  words  themselves  would  not  be  actionable 
in  a  court  of  law,  nor  does  it  appear  in  evidence  that  they  were  used  in  a  public 
manner,  or  that  any  injury  to  the  party  addressed  followed  their  use.  Bat  this 
case  is  peculiar,  and  the  ordinary  rules  governing  such  matters  cannot  be  applied 
to  it.  A  soldier  in  the  service  addressing  such  language  to  an  officer  under  the 
same  circumstances  would  be  summarily  punished.  The  respect  and  deference 
paid  by  a  private  to  an  officer  in  the  service,  should  be  the  rule  of  conduct 
governing  members  of  our  Order  in  their  relations  to  the  veterans  of  the  Union. 
A.  member  of  our  Order,  when  he  takes  upon  himself  the  obligations  of  this 
organization,  engages  to  assume  toward  old  soldiers  an  attitude  of  reverence 
such  as  men  whose  memory  it  is  pur  sworn  duty  to  keep  green,  are  entitled  to 
have  shown  them.  Any  marked  deviation  from  this  rule  is  such  an  infraction 
of  discipline  as  to  call  for  punishment,  and  the  case  in  issue  is  a  flagrant  vio- 
lation of  this  rule.  The  sentence  of  the  court,  as  modified  by  the  Division 
Commander,  is  not  excessive  when  compared  with  the  nature  of  the  offence.  I 
am  constrained,  therefore,  to  recommend  that  the  appeal  be  dismissed,  that  the 
record  and  proceedings  of  the  court  be  declared  regular;  that  the  findings  of 
court  be  approved,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Division  Commander  in  modi- 
fying the  sentence  of  the  court  to  suspension  from  membership  for  one  year 
be  affirmed. 

EDWARD  K  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  Sept.  25,  1897.  Judge  Advocate-General. 


Opiuion  III. —  (Decision  III.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Dispensation  —  A  Division  Commander  has  no  power  to  grant,  to  one 
Camp  for  the  muster  of  a  recruit  of  another  Camp. 

Transfer — A  candidate  who  has  only  received  the  degrees  of  Friend- 
ship and  Charity  not  entitled  to  a. 

Jurisdiction  —  A  Camp  can  surrender,  over  a  recruit  who  has  only  re- 
ceived the  degrees  of  Friendship  and  Charity,  changes  his  residence  and  desires 
to  take  the  degree  of  Loyalty  in  another  Camp. 

Capt.  R.  B.  Howard  of  Camp  37,  Division  of  Massachusetts,  asks  through 
the  Commander  of  that  Division  for  information  on  the  following  subject: 
One  LeAvis  Cross  paid  the  muster  fees  and  received  the  first  and  second  degrees 
in  Camp  37  and  then  moved  to  Boston ;  now  he  wishes  to  know  if  he  can  take, 
his  third  degree  there,  and  then  get  a  transfer  from  this  Camp  and  join  there. 
I  fail  to  find  any  information  in  the  C  R.  &  R.,  and  thought  perhaps  we 
might  get  a  dispensation  to  have  the  third  degree  conferred  there. 

The  C.  R.  &  R  is  silent  upon  the  question  raised  here,  nor  are  there 
precedents  to  guide  in  forming  an  opinion.  It  would  seem  to  be  the  intent  of 
the  law  to  place  a  candidate  who  has  been  accepted  absolutely  and  solely  Avithin 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Camp  that  accepted  him,  and  that  Camp  alone  would 
have  the  right  to  confer  all  the  degrees  upon  him.  But  a  Camp  may  surrender 
its  jurisdiction  over  a  candidate  if  it  so  elects,  even  after  it  has  conferred  two 
degrees  upon  him.  The  case  under  consideration  cannot  be  reached  by  dis- 
pensation from  the  Division  Commander,  who  has  no  power  to  grant  one  in 
such  cases,  nor  can  it  be  facilitated  by  the  issue  of  a  transfer  card  by  the  Cap- 
tain of  Camp  37,  as  transfer  cards  can  only  be  granted  to  members  of  the 
Order,  aud  it  is  already  a  matter  of  decision  that  a  recruit  is  not  a  "  member  " 
until  he  has  received  three  degrees,  or,  under  the  recently  amended  article 
governing  this  matter  (Chapter  V.,  Article  XX.),  as  changed  by  the  Indian- 
apolis Encampment,  until  he  receives  the  obligation  of  membership,  etc.,  in 
the  degree  of  Loyalty.  The  only  course  for  Lewis  Cross  to  pursue,  if  he  can- 
not take  the  degree  of  Loyalty  in  Camp  37,  and  then  receive  his  transfer  card, 
is  to  make  application  for  membership  to  a  Boston  Camp,  accompanied  by  the 
written  statement  that  he  has  on  a  certain  date  or  dates  taken  in  due  form  the 
degrees  of  Friendship  and  Charity  in  Camp  37,  Massachusetts  Division,  but  has 
not  yet  received  the  degree  of  Loyalty.  The  Camp  to  which  he  makes  applica- 
tion should  by  vote  ask  Camp  37,  to  waive  jurisdiction,  and  on  receiving  the 
request  Camp  37,  may  on  formal  ballot  surrender  its  jurisdiction  over  this  can- 
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chelate  and  certify  its  action  under  the  hands  of  its  Captain  and  First  Sergeant 
and  the  seal  of  tbe  Camp,  to  the  Camp  preferring  the  request.  Then  the 
candidate  should  be  balloted  upon,  and  if  elected,  may  become  a  member  of 
the  Order  by  receiving  the  degree  of  Loyalty  in  tbe  Camp  to  which  his  last 
application  was  made.  It  is  enjoined  upon  Camp  37,  and  the  Camp  in  which 
Lewis  Cross  receives  the  Loyaltv  degree,  to  extend  at  large  upon  their  minutes 
all  documents  interchanged  with  reference  to  this  matter,  together  with  the 
action  taken  thereupon,  in  order  that  the  record  may  be  as  complete  as  possible. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  Oct.  23,  1897.  Judge  Advocate-General. 

Opinion  IV.  —  (Decision  IV.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Courts-Martial  —  A  brother  serving  a  sentence  of  suspension  cannot  be 
tried  on  another  charge  during  the  period  of  suspension. 

There  is  in  Camp  No.  S,  Division  of  Massachusetts,  a  case  as  follows  : 
A  brother  who  is  under  sentence  of  suspension,  which  will  expire  in  June, 
1898,  has  some  property  of  the  Camp  which  it  is  essential  for  the  Camp  to  have, 
and  immediately.  He  refuses  to  give  the  property  to  the  Camp  and  we  would 
like  to  know  if  the  brother  can  be  tried  for  this  later  offence  while  under 
sentence  of  former. 

I  answer  no.  See  Opinion  LXXVIL,  Blue  Book,  page  74.  If  all  friendly 
measures  have  been  exhausted  in  the  endeavor  to  recover  the  property,  perhaps 
legal  proceedings  could  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  obtain  possession. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 

Rockland,  Me.,  Nov.  2,  1S97.  Judge  Advocate- General. 

Opinion  V. —  (Decision  VII. ,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Suspended  Member —  When  he  becomes  so  by  operation  of  law. 
Dropped  Member  —  When  he  becomes  so  by  operation  of  law. 
Suspension  —  Vote  of  Camp  not  necessary  for. 

In  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  Camp  No.  47,  Division  of  Missouri,  from 
the  decision  of  the  Division  Commander,  holding  that  members  are  illegally 
suspended  when  no  vote  of  the  Camp  is  taken  thereupon,  and  that  brothers 
must  be  suspended  before  they  can  be  dropped,  I  would  say  : 

That  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  decision  of  the  Division  Commander  should 
be  reversed.  Decisions  IX.  and  XXVI.  of  Commander-in-Chief  Russell,  upon 
which  his  action  is  based,  passes  upon  legislation  that  was  repealed  at  the 
Louisville  Encampment,  consequently  they  cannot  now  be  accepted  as  pre- 
cedents upon  the  subject  of  suspension  of  members.  Under  Article  IV.,  Sec- 
tion 3,  page  53,  C  ,  R  &  R.,  as  it  now  reads,  a  brother  six  months  in  arrears  in 
the  payment  of  his  dues  is  a  suspended  member,  and  a  brother  one  year  in 
arrears  in  the  payment  of  said  dues  is  "  dropped."  The  fact  that  a  brother 
may  not  have  been  reported  suspended  or  dropped  in  the  quarterly  reports,  and 
his  name  does  not  appear  as  "suspended"  or  "dropped"  upou  the  Camp 
records  does  not  alter  the  case  whatever.  The  law  governing  this  matter  is 
mandatory.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  Camps  or  their  officers  to  control  the 
suspension  or  dropping  of  members.  If  a  brother  is  six  months  in  arrears 
in  the  payment  of  his  dues  he  is  suspended.  If  one  year  in  arrears  he  is 
dropped.  The  very  fact  of  his  arrearage  for  these  specified  periods  constitutes 
suspension  and  deposition  from  membership  within  the  meaning  of  the  law, 
and  the  neglect  of  Camp  officers  to  report  him  suspended  or  dropped,  and  to 
make  the  entry  upon  the  records  of  the  Camp,  does  not  affect  the  case.  In  the 
matter  under  consideration  seven  brothers  were  reported  suspended.  No  vote 
of  the  Camp  was  necessary  to  suspend  them.  Six  members  were  reported 
dropped  although  some  of  them  had  not  been  previously  reported  as  suspended. 
They  were  legally,  dropped  notwithstanding  this  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  Camp  officers.  Therefore,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  appeal  should  be 
sustained. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  Nov.  20,  1897.  Judge  Advocate- General . 
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Opinion  VI.  —  (Decision  VIII.,  Commancler-in-Chief.) 

Transfer  —  Issued  to  a  Division  officer  does  not  vacate  the  office  under 
certain  circumst  inces. 

A  member  of  a  disbanded  Camp  receives  a  transfer  card,  as  provided  for 
in  Section  4,  Article  III.,  C,  R.  &  R.  He  at  once  becomes  a  charter  member  of 
a  new  Camp.  When  his  former  Camp  disbanded  he  held  the  position  of,  say, 
Junior.  Vice-Commander.  Can  he,  during'  the  interim  between  the  disbandment 
of  the  old  and  formation  of  the  new,  retain  his  position  as  Junior  Vice-Com- 
mander, continuing  as  such  until  the  end  of  the  term? 

Under  the  above  statement  of  facts,  where  the  Camp  to  which  a  Division 
officer  belongs  disbands,  and  he,  being  in  good  standing,  is  granted  a  transfer 
card  and  uses  due  diligence  to  keep  in  good  standing  in  the  Order  by  forthwith 
depositing  it  in  another  Camp,  or  by  becoming  a  charter  member  of  a  new 
Camp.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Division  office  held  by  him  is  not  vacated. 


Opinion  VII.  —  (Decision  IX.,  Commancler-in-Chief.) 

Past  Captain — A  sitting  Captain  must  serve  to  the  end  of  his  term  to 
attain  past  rank. 

Commander  W.  P.  Feeler  of  the  Kansas  Division,  submits  the  case  of 
O.  M.  Lippert,  who  was  elected  Captain  of  Smith  Semple  Camp  of  that  Divisiou 
in  December,  1896,  and  served  until  the  early  part  of  the  following  December 
when  his  Camp  surrendered  its  charter.  He  received  a  transfer,  which  ac- 
knowledges him  as  sitting  Captain,  and  deposited  it  in  Camp  223,  of  the  same 
Division.    Is  he  entitled  to  honors  as  Past  Captain  ? 

I  am  constrained  to  answer  in  the  negative.  To  attain  the  rank  of  Past 
Captain  and  to  earn  the  right  to  the  Iron  Cross,  a  sitting  Captain  must  have 
served  a  full  term,  or  having  been  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy,  shall  have  served  to 
the  end  of  the  term.  Captain  Lippert's  term  did  not  expire  until  the  first  stated 
meeting  of  his  Camp  in  January,  and  the  surrender  of  its  charter  in  December 
prevented  him  from  completing  a  full  term  in  the  chair.  The  inequality  of  the 
law  relating  to  past  rank  is  made  painfully  manifest  in  this  case,  but  the  power 
to  remedy  it  does  not  lie  in  the  Commander-in-Chief.  His  duty,  and  that  of  his 
legal  adviser,  ends  when  the  law  as  it  exists  is  interpreted  according  to  its 
terms. 


Opinion  VIII. — (Decision  X.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Co  (juts-Martial — When  composed  of  seven  members,  proceedings  fatally 
defective. 

Ad.iouunmicnt  —  Without  notice  to  the  accused  irregular. 
Detail —  Caunot  be  changed  without  notice  to  the  accused. 

In  the  matter  of  the  courts-martial  of  Brother  Adolph  Derusha  of  Camp 
No.  25,  Division  of  Wisconsin. 

The  proceedings  are  respectfully  returned  with  the  following  memo- 
randum :  — 

1.  The  courts-martial  in  this  case  consisted  of  seven  members,  two  of 
whom  were  added  after  the  regular  detail  had  been  made  and  without  notice  to 
the  accused.  A  courts-martial  should  consist  of  just  five  members,  and  a 
change  in  the  detail  before  trial  cauuot  be  made  without  notice  to  the  accused. 

2.  It  appears  that  the  Court  "  adjourned  from  time  to  time  to  January  11, 
1S98,"  but  notice  of  the  adjournment  was  not  given  the  accused  aud  proof  there- 
of incorporated  in  the  record. 

I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  proceedings  are  fatally  defective, 
and  that  the  findings  and  sentence  caunot  be  approved. 


Rockland,  Me.,  Nov.  25,  1897. 


EDWARD  K  GOULD, 

Judge  Advocate- General. 


Rockland,  Me.,  Jan.  5,  1898. 


EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 

Judge  Advocate-General . 


Rockland,  Me.,  Feb.  5,  1898. 


EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 

Judge  Advocate- General. 
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Opinion  IX.  —  (Decision  XIL,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Infamous  Crime  —  Defined. 
Burglary  —  An  "infamous  crime." 

My  opiniot)  is  requested  on  the  following  question:  Is  the  crime  of  burg- 
lary committed  by  a  youth  of  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  for  which  he  was  sen- 
tenced and  committed  to  the  State  Reform  School,  under  a  law  that  offenders 
under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  be  committed  to  such  Reform  School  instead  of 
State  Prison,  an  infamous  crime  within  the  meaning  of  Section  1,  Article  V., 
of  C,  R.  &  R.  of  the  S.  of  V.? 

A  crime  punishable  by  imprisonment  in  the  State  Prison  or  penitentiary, 
whether  the  accused  is  or  is  not  sentenced  to  hard  labor,  is  an  infamous  crime ; 
and  in  determining  this,  the  question  is  whether  the  crime  is  one  for  which  the 
statute  authorizes  the  courts  to  award  an  infamous  punishment,  and  not 
whether  the  punishment  actually  imposed  is  an  infamous  one.  Burglary  is  an 
infamous  crime,  and  persons  of  whatever  age  convicted  of  it  are  not  eligible 
to  membership  in  our  Order. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  Feb.  18,  1898.  Judge  Advocate-General. 

Opinion  X. — (Decision  XIII.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Transfer  —  Member  of  a  disbanded  Camp  entitled  to,  if  in  good  stand- 
ing, even  if  he  has  entered  another  Camp  as  a  new  member. 

L.  Lewy  belonged  to  Logan  Camp  of  the  New  Jersey  Divisiou  and  at  the 
time  of  its  suspension  was  a  member  in  good  standing,  and  when  that  Camp 
surrendered  its  charter  and  the  majority  of  its  members  organized  McClellan 
Camp  No.  50,  there  were  no  transfer  cards  issued  by  the  Division  Commander. 
He  has  since  applied  to  me  for  such  transfer  and  claims  that  he  should  have 
been  granted  one  by  the  Division  Commander  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of 
the  charter  of  Logan  Camp.  Meanwhile  he  has  joined  VVoemer  Camp  No-  1,  as 
a  new  member,  but  says  if  transfer  is  granted  he  will  resign  and  join  on  such 
transfer.  He  makes  this  application  so  as  to  retain  his  rank  of  Past  Captain. 
Will  you  kindly  give  me  a  decision  as  to  the  legality  of  my  issuing  this  transfer  ? 

If  this  man  was  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  Logan 
Camp,  he  was  clearly  entitled  tu  a  transfer  card,  and  one  may  issue  to  him 
now,  which  if  deposited  in  Camp  No.  1,  will  entitle  him  to  past  honors. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Eockland.  Me.,  Eeb.  18,  1S98.  Judge  Advocate-General. 

Opinion  XI.  —  (Decision  XIV.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Bond  —  A  joint  bond,  or  a  bond  from  each  member  of  the  Camp  Council, 
may  be  required  in  the  discretion  of  the  Camp. 

"Jointly  and  Severally" — Meaning  of,  as  employed  in  Chapter  V., 
Article  VII.,  Section  2,  C.  R.  &  R. 

"  And  "  and  "  Ok"— Are  convertible  as  the  seuse  of  a  law  may  require. 

My  opinion  is  required  on  the  following  question  submitted  by  Com- 
mander L.  C  Couch  of  the  Massachusetts  Division  : 

Referring  to  Section  2,  Article  7,  Chapter  5  of  the  C  ,  R.  &  R.,  I  would  re- 
quest you  to  explain  the  following  to  me,  namely  :  "  members  of  the  Camp  Coun- 
cil holding  the  funds  of  their  Camp  shall  be  required  jointly  and  severally  to 
give  bond."  Does  this  mean  that  each  member  of  the  Camp  Council  shall  give 
a  bond,  or  that'the  three  members  jointly  shall  give  one  bond,  or,  that  they  shall 
give  a  joint  bond  and  also  an  individual  one  ? 

The  meaning  of  this  section  is  obscure  and  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the 
framer's  intent.  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion,  however,  that  the  well  settled 
rule  in  the  construction  of  statutes  that  the  words  "and"  and  "or"  are  con- 
vertible as  the  sense  of  a  statute  may  require,  should  be  applied  to  this  case,  so 
that  "jointly  and  severally"  shall  read  "jointly  or  severally."     Then  a  Camp 
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could,  if  it  desired,  require  all  the  members  to  join  iD  one  bond,  or  it  could  re- 
quire each  member  of  the  Council  to  give  a  bond,  as  in  its  discretion  seems  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  organization. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  March  28,  1898.  Judge  Advocate-General. 

Opinion  XII.  —  (Decision  XV.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 
Membership  —  When  father  enlists  under  assumed  name,  son  eligible  how. 

Commander  J.  M.  Diven  of  the  New  York  Division  asks  whether  a  man, 
whose  father  enlisted  and  was  lost  sight  of,  or  presumably  deserted,  but  after- 
wards re-enlisted  and  was  honorably  discharged  under  an  assumed  name,  was 
eligible  to  membership? 

Yes ;  the  applicant  should  sign  his  own  name,  give  his  father's  correct 
name,  and  also  his  alias,  with  an  explanation,  and  satisfactory  evidence  that  the 
applicant  is  tbe  son  of  the  soldier  referred  to.  See  Decision  XV.,  Commander- 
in-Chief  Russell,  page  46,  Digest. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  April  7,  1898.  Judge  Advocate- General. 


Opinion  XIII.  —  (Decision  XA^L,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Place  and  Time  of  Meeting  —  How  the  Division  Encampment  may 
legally  fix  same. 

Division  Council —  Can  fix  time  and  place  of  meeting  only  when  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  same. 

Division  Commander  —  May  by  vote  be  authorized  to  fix  place  or  time  of 
meeting. 

My  opinion  is  asked  on  the  following  matter  submitted  by  Commauder 
William  W.  Lapoint  of  the  Vermont  Division. 

At  the  last  Division  Encampment  of  the  Vermont  Division,  Sous  of  Vet- 
erans, held  at  Lyndomnlle  in  1897,  the  question  of  place  and  date  for  the  next 
Division  Encampment  was  disposed  of  as  follows  :  A  motion  was  made  that 
the  place  for  the  next  Encampment  be  left  to  the  next  Division  Commander, 
Senior  Vice  and  Junior  Vice  Division  Commanders.  A  brother  raised  the 
question  as  to  the  legality  of  such  action  when  the  C,R.  &  R.  provided  that 
in  case  the  Encampment  failed  to  act,  the  Division  Council  shall  select  place 
and  date.  The  motion  was  not  carried,  although  the  "minutes"  say  it  was. 
If  the  motion  had  been  passed,  would  the  three  officers  named  in  it  had  any 
power  to  select  place  or  dates  for  the  next  Encampment?  Is  it  not  a  matter 
that  rests  with  the  Division  Council?  Is  it  a  subject  that  can  be  taken  from 
the  hands  of  one  set  of  officers  and  given  to  another  without  a  repeal  of  the 
Constitution?  Would  the  placing  of  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Commander, 
Senior  Vice-Commander  and  Junior  Vice-Commander  be  such  action  by  the 
Encampment  as  takes  away  the  C,  R.  &  R.  provision  that  the  Division  Council 
shall  select  the  place?  Whether  that  motion  was  passed  or  not,  would  it  give 
any  other  officer  or  officers  of  the  Division  power  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Division  Council  as  provided  in  C.,R  &  R.  ?  Please  give  me  an  immediate  ruling 
on  this  point.  Under  the  circumstances  would  there  be  any  way  for  this  Divi- 
sion to  hold  its  annual  Encampment  this  year,  save  by  vote  of  the  elective 
members  of  the  Division  Council? 

This  matter  involves  the  construction  of  Section  2,  Article  III.,  page  24, 
C.,R.  &  R.  (Edition  of  1894)  which  is  as  follows  :  "  Section  2.  At  the  said  meeting 
provision  may  be  made  for  the  stated  yearly  meeting  of  the  succeeding  year, 

and  a  day  (between  the  above  named  dates) ,  place  and  hour  designated  In 

case  of  failure  of  the  Encampment  to  make  such  provision,  the  Division  Council 
is  authorized  to  act."  The  practice  has  become  universal  in  our  Order  for 
Division  Encampments  to  authorize  the  Division  Commander  to  fix  the  time  of 
meeting  of  the  succeeding  Division  Encampment,  and  to  designate  the  place. 
While  it  might  not  be  considered  wise  always  to  vest  this  power  in  the  first  three 
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Division  officers,  yet  I  can  see  no  legal  objection  to  its  being  clone.  Clearly 
the  Division  Encampment  has  under  this  section  the  power  to  make  such  pro- 
vision for  its  annual  meeting  as  in  its  wisdom  the  best  interests  of  the  Order 
demand.  It  may  fix  the  place,  day  and  hour  by  vote,  or  it  may  authorize  the 
Division  Commander  to  do  so.  It  can,  by  vote,  designate  the  place  of  meeting 
and  leave  with  the  Division  Commander  the  naming  of  the  day  and  hour.  Only 
in  case  of  failure  of  the  Encampment  to  designate  place,  clay  or  hour,  or  to 
direct  the  Division  Commander  to  do  so,  is  the  Division  Council  author- 
ized to  act. 

A  copy  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Lyndonville  Encampment  has 
not  been  submitted  to  me,  and  I  am  unable  to  judge  whether  or  not  they  have 
beeu  approved,  and  become  the  legal  record  of  that  meeting.  As  there  seems 
to  be  a  question  about  the  vote  authorizing  the  fixing  of  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting,  as  it  appears  of  record,  I  suggest  that  the  first  three  officers  decide 
upon  time  and  place,  and  submit  their  decision  to  the  Division  Council  for 
ratification.' 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  April  7,  1898.  Judge  Advocate-General . 

Opinion  XIV.  — (Decision  XVII.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Members  Suspended  —  By  courts-martial  liable  for  clues  during  period  of 
suspension. 

My  opinion  is  asked  on  the  folio  wins" :  — 

The  question  has  arisen  as  to  whether  a  brother  suspended  by  courts- 
martial  is  liable  for  his  clues  during  the  time  he  is  so  suspended.  Will  you 
kindly,  at  your  early  convenience,  give  me  your  opinion  on  the  question? 

Sect."  3,  Article  III.,  page  52,  C,  R.  &  R.  (Edition  of  1891),  reads: 
"  Sect.  3.  Each  Camp  shall  cause  to  be  paid  into  the  Camp  fund  by  each  and 
every  member,  such  sums  as  clues  as  the  Camp  shall  determine  upon."  A  brother 
serving  a  sentence  of  suspension  does  not  cease  to  be  a  member  of  the  Order, 
but  is  merely  precluded  from  participating  in  the  affairs  of  the  Order.  Under 
the  above  section  he  is  liable  for  clues  during  the  entire  period  of  his  suspension. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  April  1G,  1S98.  Judge  Advocate-General. 

Opinion  XV.  —  (Decision  XVIII. ,  Commander-in-Chief.) 
Commission  —  A  Camp  officer  not  legally  such  if  not  commissioned. 

Is  the  Captaiu  of  a  Camp  really  in  command  if  he  has  not  received  his 
commission,  aud  would  he  be  entitled  to  the  honors  of  a  Past  Captaiu  under  the 
same  circumstances?  My  reason  for  asking  is  that  this  Division  has  amended 
its  by-laws  so  as  to  fix  a  charge  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each  commission 
issued;  the  result  is  that  not  more  than  half  of  the  Camp  officers  Avill  pay  the 
fee,  but  serve  without  any  commission. 

A  Division  Commander  for  legal  cause  may  withhold  the  commission  of  a 
Camp  officer,  but  if  by  negligence  upon  the  part  of  a  Division  Commander  a 
commission  is  not  issued  to  a  Camp  officer,  such  officer  would  have  his  remedy 
aud  would  not  suffer  by  the  laches  of  his  superior.  It  has  already  beeu  decided 
that  a  Division  Encampment  has  the  power  to  establish  a  fee  for  the  commission 
of  a  Camp  officer  (see  Digest,  page  38),  and  that  a  Division  Commander  has 
power  to  withhold  the  commission  until  such  fee  is  paid.  I  am  of  the  opinion, 
however,  that  a  Camp  officer  cannot  legally  be  such  without  a  commission. 
That  is  his  authority  for  acting.  It  is  notice  to  him  and  to  the  Order  that  he 
has  been  legally  elected,  duly  installed  and  that  all  regulations  and  laws  relating 
to  his  election  a<td  induction  into  office,  have  been  complied  with.  If  the  Cap- 
tain-elect of  a  Camp  refuses  or  neglects  to  pay  the  fee  for  his  commission, 
established  by  the  Division  Encampment,  the  Division  Commander,  after  notice 
to  the  delinquent,  should  decline  to  recognize  him  as  Camp  Captain,  and  if  he 
still  refuses  or  neglects  to  pay,  he  becomes  a  subject  for  discipline 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD. 

Rockland,  Me.,  April  16,  1898.  Judge  Advocate-General. 
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Opinion  XVI. — (Decision  XIX.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 
Dropped  Members  —  Cannot  be  honorably  discharged  when. 

My  opinion  is  asked  on  the  following  matter  submitted  by  Commander 
Couch  of  the  Massachusetts  Division. 

A  brother  was  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  a  Camp  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
but  subsequently  paid  all  arrearages  in  full,  together  with  the  muster  fee,  and 
wished  to  be  again  mustered  in.  He  now  finds  that  he  is  about  to  leave  the  city 
and  is  unable  to  be  at  any  of  the  meetings  of  the  Camp  to  be  mustered,  therefore 
he  desires  an  honorable  discharge,  as  he  has  paid  all  money  due  the  Camp.  Can 
the  Camp  Oaplain  legally  grant  him  one  without  his  being  remustered? 

I  must  answer  this  question  in  the  negative.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
law  of  uur  Order  that  would  authorize  the  issue  of  an  honorable  discharge  by  a 
Captain  of  a  Camp  to  a  brother  who  has  been  dropped,  under  the  facts  as 
stated  above. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  May  20,  1898.  Judge  Advocate-General. 

Opinion  XVII.  —  (Decision  XX.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Volunteers  —  Per  Capita  Tax  —  Dues  —  Cannot  be  remitted. 

Division  Commander  Dillon  of  Missouri  submits,  and  you  refer,  for  an 
opinion,  a  resolve  adopted  by  the  Encampment  of  that  Division  exempting 
from  per  capita  tax  and  recommending  that  Camps  remit  the  clues  of  all  mem- 
bers iu  good  standing,  now  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States.  I  regret 
to  be  compelled  to  give  an  opinion  declaring  this  resolution  unconstitutional, 
but  such  it  undoubtedly  is.  Chapter  V.,  Article ;IV\,  Section  3,  C,  R.  &  R.,  pre- 
scribes the  only  conditions  under  which  a  Camp  is  authorized  to  remit  the 
dues  of  any  of  its  members.  (See  Opinion  V.  of  Judge  Advocate-General 
Russell,  page  10,  S.  V.  Digest.)  Nor  is  power  given  Divisions  to  remit  per 
capita  tax  (see  Decision  XXV.,  Commander-in- Chief  Maccabe,  page  59,  S.  V. 
Digest).  To  honor  our  brave  soldier  members  in  the  manner  sought  by  this 
resolve,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  supreme  legislative  body  of  the  Order. 

EDWARD  K  GOULD, 
Rocklaud,  Me.,  July  5,  1898.  Judge  Advocate-General. 

Opinion  XVIII.  —  (Decision  XXL,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Captain  —  Cannot  remove  permanently  Camp  records  and  property  from 
chartered  location  of  Camp. 

Leave  of  Absence  —  Should  be  granted  to  Camp  officers  now  in  the 
army  or  navy  by  the  Division  Commander  without  formal  application. 

Suspended  Members  —  How  reinstated  when  all  the  Camp  officers  are 
absent  from  the  jurisdiction. 

My  opinion  is  asked  on  the  following  questions  :  — 

Has  the  Captain  the  right  to  take  the  charter  and  other  records  and  Camp 
property  out  of  the  State  ? 
No. 

Are  the  officers  and  members  of  a  Camp  composed  of  soldiers  of  the  reg- 
ular army  now  in  Cuba,  engaged  in  the  war  with  Spain,  absent  without  leave? 

The  Division  Commander  should  grant  a  leave  of  absence  to  all  officers 
absent  under  such  circumstances,  and  local  Camps  should  extend  the  same  fa- 
vor to  members  serving  in  the  army  or  navy. 

How  can  we  get  the  records  of  a  Camp  composed  of  sdldiers  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  now  at  the  front,  with  the  Camp  records  in  their  possession,  pro- 
vided we  are  entitled  to  them  ? 

The  records  should  not  be  removed  from  the  chartered  location  of  the 
Camp.  The  Division  Commander  should  demand  the  return  of  the  records, 
designating  some  brother  to  receive  them. 

Is  there  any  method  by  which  the  suspended  members  of  this  Camp,  now 
residing  in  the  city  which  is  the  chartered  location  of  the  Camp,  can  be  rein- 
stated ? 
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It  appears  by  the  statement  accompanying  these  questions  that  the  Camp 
referred  to  was  composed,  with  but  a  single  exception,  of  soldiers  of  the  reg- 
ular army,  aud  that  but  one  member  in  good  standing  remains  at  the  chartered 
location.  Several  suspended  members  desire  to  join  him  in  keeping  up  the 
Camp.  Under  such  circumstances  the  Division  Commander  can  authorize  this 
member  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  dues  of  the  suspended  members  until  a 
quorum  is  in  good  standing ;  then  a  meeting  can  be  held,  pro  tern.,  appointments 
to  the  various  offices  made,  and  the  active  work  of  the  Camp  resumed.  The 
person  designated  as  Acting  Captain  can  continue  as  such  until  the  return  of 
the  Captain,  or  the  expiration  of  the  term,  exercising  all  the  powers  and  per- 
forming all  the  duties  of  a  Camp  Commander,  as  defined  in  the  C,  R.  &  R. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 

Rockland,  Me.,  July  5,  1898.  Judge  Advocate- General . 

Opinion  XIX. —  (Decision  XXII.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 
Obligation  of  Membership  —  Is  the  obligation  in  the  degree  of  Loyalty. 

My  opinion  is  requested  on  the  following  questions  :  — 

How  many  of  the  obligations  in  the  preseut  Ritual  must  be  administered 
to  a  recruit  to  legally  muster  him  in  accordance  with  the  amendments  to 
Chapter  V.,  Article  XX.,  Section  2,  C,  R  &  R.,  adopted  by  the  16th  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Commanclery-in- Chief  ? 

As  amended  the  section  referred  to  reads  as  follows  :  "  Section  2.  The 
full  use  of  the  ritualistic  ceremonies  in  the  muster  of  recruits  is  optional  with 
Camps;  but  the  obligation  of  membership,  the  closing  instruction  by  the 
captain  in  the  degree  of  Loyalty,  in  presenting  the  insignia  of  the  Order,  and 
the  demonstration  of  the  secret  work  shall  never  be  omitted."  Under  this 
section  I  would  hold  that  but  one  obligation  need  be  taken  by  a  recruit  to 
legally  muster  him,  and  that  one  is  the  obligation  of  membership  —  or  to  be 
more  definite,  the  obligation  in  the  degree  of  Loyalty. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 

Rockland,  Me.,  July  5,  1898.  Judge  Advocate- General . 

Opinion  XX. —  (Decision  XXIII.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Fast  Captain  —  takes  precedence  in  Camp  he  joins  by  transfer  from  date 
of  his  admission. 

My  opinion  is  asked  on  the  following  question :  A  Past  Captain  whose 
commission  is  dated  in  1891  deposits  his  transfer  in  a  Camp  chartered  in  1895. 
Does  he  rank  as  a  Past  Captain  in  the  latter  Camp  from  the  date  he  attained  to 
past  honors,  or  from  the  date  of  his  admission  into  said  Camp  by  transfer? 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  takes  precedence  in  said  Camp  as  a  Past 
Captain  from  the  date  of  his  admission  on  transfer.  This  would  be  the  date  of 
his  membership  in  the  latter  Camp,  and  it  seems  equitable  that  he  take  pre- 
cedence as  a  Past  Captain  from  the  time  he  becomes  a  member  of  it,  rather 
than  from  the  time  he  acquired  past  honors  in  another  Camp. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 

Rockland,  Me.,  July  12,  1898.  Judge  Advocate-General. 

Opinion  XXI. —  (Decision  XXIV.,  Commander-in-Chief .) 

Division  Encampment  —  Printed  Proceedings  substituted  for  written 
record. 

Commander  J.  W.  S.  Dillon  of  the  Missouri  Division  requests  and  you 
ask  au  opinion  on  the  following  resolution  adopted  by  the  recent  Encampment 
of  the  Missouri  Division  :  That  a  printed  copy  of  the  Division  proceedings  be 
kept  on  file  at  Division  Headquarters,  same  to  be  bound  every  four  years  into  a 
volume,  instead  of  recopying  same  in  the  record  book. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  Division  Encampment  has  the  power  to  pass 
such  a  resolution  as  the  above,  but  hope  the  practice  thus  established  in  this 
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Division  will  not  become  universal.  Each  printed  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Division  Eucampnients  so  retained  for  filing  and  binding,  should  bear 
the  written  certificate  of  the  Adjutant,  or  other  officer  preparing  them  for 
publication,  under  the  seal  of  the  Division,  that  it  is  a  true  and  correct  record. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  July  23,  1898.  Judge  Advocate- General. 

Opinion  XXII.  —  (Decision  XXV.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

"  Personal  Staff."  —  Division  Chaplain  and  Surgeon  are  on  the  personal 
staff  of  Division  Commander. 

Insignia  of  Rank. — Division  Surgeon  and  Chaplain  wear  the  insignia 
designated  for  the  personal  staff  of  the  Division  Commander. 

My  opinion  is  asked  on  the  following  question  :  — 

Article  XIV.,  Section  1,  Page  69,  General  Rules  and  Regulations  pre- 
scribes that  the  insignia  of  rank  for  members  of  the  Personal  Staff  of  Di- 
vision Commander  is  a  miniature  rank  strap  with  one  bar;  am  I  to  understand 
that  is  the  insignia  intended  for  the  Division  Surgeon  and  Chaplain  ? 

As  the  Division  Surgeon  and  Chaplain  are  members  of  the  personal  start 
of  the  Divisiou  Commander,  and  as  no  special  provision  is  made  for  their  in- 
signia in  the  General  Rules  and  Regulations,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  they 
would  be  entitled  to  wear  the  insignia  provided  for  the  personal  start'  of  the 
Division  Commander,  i.e.,  the  miniature  rank  strap  with  oue  bar. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  Aug.  15,  1898.  Judge  Advocate-General . 

Opinion  XXIII.  —  (Decision  XXVI.,  Commander-in-Chief.) 

Past  Captain  —  Rejoining  his  old  Camp  from  another  on  transfer,  takes 
precedence  as  a  Past  Captain  from  the  date  of  his  acceptance  on  transfer. 

I  am  required  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  following  :  — 

A  Past  Captain  whose  commission  is  dated  1894,  transferred  from  the 
Camp  of  which  he  was  formerly  Captain  and  deposited  his  transfer  in  a  Camp 
in'the  Oregon  Divisiou.  Now  in  1898  he  returns  to  his  former  Camp  in  this  Di- 
Arision.  Does  he  take  precedence  in  same  Camp  as  if  he  had  continued  his  mem- 
bership there,  and  rank  as  a  Past  Captain  from  the  date  he  attained  his  past 
honors  ? 

The  qnestiou  of  precedence  of  a  Past  Captain  in  the  Camp  he  joins  on 
transfer  is  passed  upon  in  Opinion  XX.  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Gould. 
This  case  differs  from  the  one  stated  in  that  opinion  in  that  the  Past  Captain 
after  taking  out  a  transfer  from  the  Camp  in  which  he  acquired  his  past 
honors,  and  depositing  it  in  another,  of  which  he  continued  a  member  for 
some  years,  again  takes  out  a  transfer  and  rejoins  his  old  Camp.  I  am  inclined 
to  the  opinion  that  the  principle  lakl  down  in  Opinion  XX  holds  good  in  this 
case.  A  Past  Captain  who  takes  out  a  transfer  and  becomes  a  member  of 
another  Camp  loses  the  right  to  take  precedence  as  a  Past  Captain  from  the 
date  he  attained  his  past  honors,  even  though  be  may  rejoin  on  transfer  from 
another  Camp  the  Camp  in  which  he  acquired  the  rank  of  Past  Captain.  I  can 
conceive  of  but  one  exception  to  this  rule,  and  that  cannot  be  brought  into  this 
case  under  the  above  statement  of  facts. 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  Aug.  15,  1898.  Judge  Advocate-General . 

Opinion  XXIV. —  (Decision  XXVII.,  Commauder-iu-Chief. ) 

Courts -Martial- — Notice  to  Accused  —  dated  and  served  March  21, 
1898,  summoning  accused  to  appear  on  the  19th  day  of  the  preceding  February 
is  irregular. 

Membership  of  Court  —  Should  consist  of  five;  no  more,  no  less. 
Adjournment  —  If  absent  from   trial,   accused   must  have  notice  of 
adjournment. 
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Record  of  Court  —  Is  irregular  that  states  that  accused  was  absent,  yet 
he  was  arraigned- and  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Burglary  —  Courts  -  martial  has  no  jurisdiction  to  try  a  person  for  crime 
of  burglary.  It  can  pass  on  the  fact  that  he  has  been  convicted  aud  sentenced 
for  that  crime  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Specification  —  To  make  out  a  prima  facie  case  of  burglary  the  specifica- 
tion should  set  out  the  court  record  of  his  trial  and  conviction. 

Documents  —  In  the  record  of  a  court  must  be  marked  as  exhibits. 

Public  Records  —  How  proved  before  courts-martial. 

Courts -. Martial  proceedings  in  the  case  of  William  E.  Teetor  of  William 
Meade  Camp,  No.  46,  Division  of  Ohio,  are  herewith  returned. 

The  following  irregularities  appear  upon  the  face  thereof  :  — 

1.  The  copy  of  the  notice  to  the  accused  in  the  record  is  dated  March  21, 
1898,  and  cites  the  accused  to  appear  before  a  courts-martial  ordered  by  the 
"Ohio  Division"  to  be  held  for  his  trial  the  "  19th  clay  of  February"  pre- 
ceding the  date  of  the  summons.  This  notice  was  served  by  mail  March  21, 
1898. 

2.  The  court  consists  of  seven  members  :  The  C  ,  R.  &  R.  limits  the  num- 
ber of  members  to  five  and  no  more. 

3  The  court  met  April  5,  1898,  pursuant  to  the  order  convening  it. 
Whereupon  it  adjourned  to  June  18,  1898,  aud  at  that  time  found  the  accused 
guilty,  and  passed  sentence  upon  him  although  it  does  not  appear  by  the  record 
that  notice  of  the  adjournment  was  sent  the  accused. 

4.  The  record  states  that  the  accused  was  not  present  at  the  trial,  nor 
was  he  represented  by  counsel,  yet  according  to  the  record  he  "was  arraigned 
aud  pleaded  ''not  guilty  " 

5.  The  charge  is  :  "  The  commission  of  a  scauclalous  crime  against  the  laws 
of  the  land,"  and  the  specification  to  the  charge  sets  forth  that  the  said  brother 
did  break  into  aud  enter  the  dwelling-house  of  a  certain  person  named  therein 
at  a  certain  specified  time  and  place,  and  with  the  aid  of  an  accomplice,  stole 
certain  articles  Avhich  are  named  aud  the  value  given.  This  specification  is 
defective  in  that  it  sets  out  facts  that  constitute  a  crime  over  which  courts- 
martial  of  our  Order  have  no  jurisdiction,  and  to  assume  it  would  be  to  usurp 
the  functions  of  the  criminal  courts.  It  was  evidently  intended  to  make  out  a 
prima  facie  case  against  the  accused,  but  the  specification  fails  to  set  it  forth  in 
that  it  does  not  allege  that  the  accused  was  convicted  of  the  crime  of  burglary 
by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and  sentenced  to  a  term  of  imprisonment 
in  the  State  penitentiary. 

6.  The  only  evidence  that  appears  in  the  record  is  the  statement  that 
"  The  indictment  rendered  by  the  grand  jury  of  Hamilton  Co.,  State  of  Ohio, 
against  Bro.  Wm  A  Teetor  was  then  read."  Among  the  papers  submitted  is  a 
document  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  an  indictment  found  against  one  William 
A.  Teetor,  bearing  as  endorsements  what  purports  to  be  certain  docket  entries 
in  the  case.  It  is  not  authenticated  by  the  signature  and  seal  of  the  clerk 
having  the  custody  of  the  original,  nor  by  the  testimony  of  any  witness  who 
may  have  compared  it  with  the  court  records.  There  is  also  a  letter  submitted 
purporting  to  come  from  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  Hamilton  County.  Ohio, 
which  is  not  identified,  and  which  would  not  be  competent  evidence  in  a  case 
like  this  if  it  were.  There  are  three  ways  by  which  a  public  record  can  be 
proved  before  a  courts-martial:  First,  by  the  production  of  the  record  itself. 
Second,  by  a  copy  duly  certified  by  the  proper  officer.  Third,  by  an  examined 
copy  sworn  or  affirmed  to  by  an  unofficial  witness  who  made  the  examination. 
Because  lacking  in  one  of  these  essentials,  the  so-called  indictment  would  not 
be  competent  evidence  were  it  properly  made  a  part  of  the  record  of  the  court. 
Furthermore  there  is  no  evidence  before  the  court  that  identifies  the  accused  as 
the  person  charged  with  the  crime  of  burglary  in  this  document  purporting  to 
be  an  indictment.  For  these  reasons  the  evidence  is  not  sufficient  to  make  out 
a  prima  facie  case  against  the  accused. 

7.  Ou  the  specification  to  the  charge  the  accused  is  found  guilty,  but  a 
finding  is  not  recorded  on  the  charge.    The  accused  is  then  sentenced  to  lie 
dishonorably  discharged  and  dismissed  from  the  Sous  of  Veterans,  U.S. A 
Some  of  the  irregularities  in  this  record  could  perhaps  be  cured  by  reconvening 
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the  court;  others  cannot  be  reached  in  this  manner,  and  are  fatal  to  the  case, 
and  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence 
be  disapproved. 

As  this  court  was  improperly  constituted  in  that  it  consisted  of  more  than 
five  members,  and  all  its  proceedings  beiug  null  aud  void  ab  initio,  the  accused 
may  now  be  brought  before  a  proper  court  for  trial.  As  it  may  be  inferred 
from  the  record  that  the  accused  was  guilty  of  the  crime  charged  against  him, 
I  recommend  that  this  be  done 

EDWARD  K.  GOULD, 
Rockland,  Me.,  Aug.  15,  1898.  Judge  Advocate-General . 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  If  there  is  no  objections  the  report 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports.  Next  in  order 
is  the  report  of  the  Surgeon-General. 

REPORT  OF  SURGEON-GENERAL. 

Surgeon-General  Dan  S.  Gardner  of  Ohio,  submitted  and  read 
the  following  report :  — 

To  Chari.es  K.  Darling,  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Command- 
er y -in- Chief  . 

Brothers :  For  the  second  time  it  has  been  my  honor  to  supervise 
the  work  of  this  department  and  I  come  to  you  at  its  conclusion  with 
the  same  result  —  a  year  of  earnest  labor  rewarded  by  inaction  upon 
the  part  of  many  Division  officials,  gross  incompetency  with  some,  a 
condition  bordering  upon  the  discourteous  in  others,  and  with  some 
again  a  disregard  for  the  authority  of  the  department  and  seemingly 
no  fear  of  the  penalties  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

However,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  know,  as  a  compensating  feature, 
that  those  Divisions  which  constitute  the  numerical  bulk  of  the  Order  — 
who  are  the  indirect  financial  strength  of  this  Commandery  —  are  not 
only  well  officered  but,  in  addition  to  being  prompt  with  their  returns, 
present  reports  which  are  complete  in  statistical  accuracy,  and,  thereby, 
useful  for  whatever  purpose  the  Commandery-in-Chief  may  need  them. 

The  statistical  report  is  as  follows  :  — 


Number  of  members  mustered  (including  charter  members)  .       .       .  61.982 

Number  of  members  in  good  standing    .......  25,420 

Number  of  members  mustered  since  last  report     .....  4,984 

Number  in  State  Militia   975 

Number  in  U.S  Army      ..........  133 

Number  in  U.S.  Navy   18 

Number  of  G  A  R  members     .    962 

Total  number  of  drilled  men    .........  9,051 

N  umber  of  members  able  to  bear  arms    .......  23,330 

Number  of  members  over  4  5  years  of  age       ......  1,070 

Age  "f  oldest  member  (Mass.)        ..........  83 

Average  age  of  all  members   273 

Number  of  widowers       .       .   376 

Number  married  members        ......              .       .  11,776 

Number  of  unmarried  members   13,885 

Number  of  deaths  within  one  year  ........  126 

Number  of  cases  of  sickness  during  year        .              ....  1,099 

Number  of  injuries  during  year      ........  291 

Total  number  weeks  disability  (from  sickness)      .....  3,775 
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Total  number  weeks  disability  (from  injury)   896 

Number  Camps  paying  funeral  benefits   102 

Average  amount       ...........  $90.43 

Number  Camps  paying  sick  benefits        .......  204 

Average  amount       .       .       .       .       .              ...              .       .  $3.05 

Number  of  Camps  engaging  iu  regular  drill    .       .       .              .       .  256 

Number  members  foreign  born        .       .       .       .       .       .       .  147 

Number  of  clergymen   122 

Number  of  physicians      .       .       -       ...       .       .       .               .  190 

Number  of  dentists   69 

Number  of  attorneys       ..........  403 

Number  of  teachers   338 

Number. of  students   767 

Number  of  artists  and  draughtsmen   170 

Number  of  musicians   538 

Number  of  merchants      .       .       .       .       .       .       .       .       .  .1,591 

Number  of  salesmen   1,338 

Number  of  clerks  and  bookkeepers   2,599 

Number  of  electricians                                               ....  206 

Number  of  telegraph  operators   150 

Number  of  mechanics       ..........  3,487 

Number  of  engineers        ..........  462 

Number  of  R.R  conductoi-s     .   109 

Number  of  printers  ....              .              ....  510 

Number  of  sailors     ...........  69 

Number  of  farmers  ...........  3,659 

Number  of  miners                                                                          .  132 

Number  of  skilled  laborers      .........  1,798 

Number  of  laborers   3,926 

Miscellaneous    ............  1,665 

Number  of  Camps  in  Divisions   1,439 

Number  of  Camps  reporting    .........  895 

Number  of  Divisions        ..........  29 

Number  Divisions  reporting   23 


It  requires  but  a  superficial  analysis  of  the  above  to  uote  its  inac- 
curacies, which  is  in  large  part  clue  to  the  fact  that  it  coutaius  but  the 
reports  from  tweuty-three  Divisions,  out  of  twenty-nine  reported  to  be 
in  good,  standing.  At  the  time  of  making  this  report  the  following- 
Divisions  were  in  arrears  to  this  Department:  Colorado,  Gulf,  Indiana, 
Oregon,  West  Virginia  and  Wisconsin.  This  should  not  be  a  source 
for  censure  upon  this  department,  for  the  Surgeon-General  exerted 
every  known  means  by  which  to  secure  reports  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  only  a  small  per  cent  of  those  who  did  not  promptly  send  in 
their  returns,  paid  the  slightest  attention  to  numerous  letters  upon  the 
subject. 

In  this  connection  I  feel  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Commanclery-in- 
Chief  that  the  reports  to  its  several  departments  shall  be  of  statistical 
value.  To  what  purpose  is  not  clear,  but  the  fact  still  remains  that  it 
desires  them  made.  To  accomplish  this  wholly  it  will  be  necessary  that 
we  stipulate  our  wishes  and  attach  to  them  certain  penalties,  for  I  un- 
derstand it  to  be  a  general  precept  that  laws  are  intended  for  those  who 
break  them  and  that  a  law  without  a  penalty  is  without  force.  I  might 
add  in  propriety  that  a  penalty  not  executed  and  enforced  is  to  make 
the  law  ridiculous. 

A  time  limit  should  be  agreed  upon  when  the  reports  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  several  departments,  and  I  feel  that  a  common  date 
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would  suffice  for  all  departments  as  it  would  lead  to  less  confusion 
among  Camp  and  Division  officers. 

After  such  a  date  the  report  should  be  invalidated  and  the  Division 
debarred  from  the  deliberations  of  this  body. 

The  necessity  for  having  delinquent  reports  at  an  earlier  time  thau 
the  opening  day  of  the  Encampment  becomes  obvious  when  we  under- 
stand that  the  consolidated  reports  from  the  several  Commandery  de- 
partments need  to  be  received  by  the  Adjutant-General  at  least  thirty 
days  before  the  Commandery  convenes. 

At  least  thirty  days  should  be  allowed  the  various  staff  officers  in 
which  to  prepare  reports,  which  should  make  July  1  of  each  year  as 
the  last  day  when  reports  to  these  departments  should  be  accepted 
from  Division  officers. 

The  adoption  and  enforcement  of  a  measure  of  this  kind  would 
have  a  two-folcl  effect.  The  first  would  be  to  stop  Division  Command- 
ers or  Surgeons  who  are  delinquent  with  these  reports,  coming  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Commandery  with  it  in  his  pocket,  or  failing  to  come, 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  is  entirely  deprived  of  the  report. 

The  second  will  insure  the  insertion  of  the  report  in  the  consoli- 
dated returns,  a  thing  entirely  impossible  when  it  is  not  presented  until 
the  meeting  of  the  Encampment,  thereby  making  statistics  of  greater 
accuracy  and  value. 

In  leaving  the  subject  I  beg  to  present  as  my  one  recommendation 
the  following  resolution  :  — 

Bp.  it  resolved,  That  the  reports  to  tlie  departments  of  the  Inspector-Gen- 
eral, Surgeon-General,  and  Chaplain- in-Chief ,  shall  be  made  not  later  than  July 
1  of  each  year.  The  officers  of  these  departments  are  hereby  forbidden  to 
accept  reports  after  this  date  and  all  Divisions  failing  to  report  in  accordance 
with  this  resolution  shall  be  debarred  from  representation  at  the  following 
meeting  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

I  have  had  no  occasion  to  alter  the  conclusion  arrived  at  two  years 
ago  and  mentioned  in  my  previous  report,  viz.  :  added  benefits  both 
financial  and  numerical  would  be  derived  from  an  insurance  department, 
and  by  returning  to  the  military  order  we  would  secure  the  discipline 
so  necessary  to  effective  work.  I  have  no  disposition  to  intrude  these 
suggestions  upon  the  Commandery,  nor  to  keep  repeating  them,  yet  I 
know  that  the  conclusions  of  every  officer  are  the  results  of  careful  ob- 
servation in  his  department  and  their  deductions  should  be  given  a 
corresponding  value. 

As  heretofore  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  commendation  of  the  re- 
ports from  the  Divisions  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut,  Maine,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Minnesota  and 
Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  consolidated  report  that  Massachusetts 
leads  in  point  of  oldest  member,  the  age  being  83  years,  while  New 
Hampshire  holds  first  in  point  of  average  age,  29^  years. 

The  average  age  for  all  members  in  the  Order  is  27f  years,  an 
increase  of  \  year  over  the  report  of  two  years  ago. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  at  this  time  to  observe  that  of  the  25,420 
reported  in  good  standing,  23,330  are  able  to  bear  arms.    This  should 
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be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  Order  for  I  am  informed  through  the 
report  of  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States  Army  that  the 
constant  non-effective  list  numbers  34.49  per  thousand  men,  while  that 
of  our  organization  has  but  23.14.  From  the  same  source  I  learn  that 
non- efficiency  from  sickness  amounts  to  6.69,  as  against  our  4.7  per 
thousand  men. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  but  256  Camps  continue  in  regular  drill 
as  against  332  in  1897. 

There  is  a  material  addition  in  the  number  of  Camps  paying  death 
benefits  as  well  as  an  increase  in  the  amount  paid.  Especially  is  this 
noticeable  in  New  Jersey,  where  of  her  26  Camps,  18  pay  death  benefits, 
each  to  the  amount  of  $250.00.  New  York  has  22  Camps  who  pay  an 
average  of  $127.95.  Ohio  has  one  paying  $150.00.  Maryland  one 
which  pays  $250.00,  and  Pennsylvania  58  Camps  paying  an  average  of 
$180.00  each. 

Commander  Darling,  I  thank  you  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me. 
I  assure  you  that  it  will  be  in  lasting  remembrance  that  I  recall  our 
pleasant  relations  during  this  official  year  now  closed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DAN  S.  GARDNER,  M.D., 

Surg  eon- General. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  report 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports,  under  the  rule. 
I  hear  no  objection  and  it  will  be  so  referred. 

REPORT   OF  CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF. 

Next  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief .  Cha  plain- in- 
Chief  Veazey  is  not  oresent.  Is  there  any  report  from  the  Chaplain- 
in-Chief  ? 

The  Adjutant-General:  Commander,  I  am  advised  by  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  that  at  the  last  moment  he  found  it 
impossible  to  get  away,  and  therefore  he  is  not  with  us  at  this  Encamp- 
ment. The  letter  was  written  from  Woodsville,  N.H.,  and  he  forwards 
the  following  report :  — 

To  Charles  K.  Darling, 

Commander-in-Chief,  /Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother :  In  making  my  annual  report  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  our  Order,  of  which  record  has  been  made  in  every  depart- 
ment, I  do  so  with  sincere  regret  that  the  report  is  so  incomplete. 
Every  possible  endeavor  has  been  made  to  secure  reports  from  every 
Camp  in  the  Order,  but  in  spite  of  this  we  are  unable  to  form  any  idea 
that  even  approximates  exactness  of  the  observance  of  Memorial  and 
other  days,  for  the  proper  observance  of  which  our  Order  exists.  At 
this  date,  five  Divisions,  amongst  them  several  of  the  largest  in  the 
Order,  have  failed  to  report  to  me,  though  one  hundred  days  have 
passed  since  Memorial  Day. 

I  feel,  however,  that  the  majority  of  the  Division  Chaplains  have 
worked  harder  and  have  demonstrated  a  more  earnest  desire  to  make 
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our  Order  more  efficient  in  the  attainment  of  its  objects  than  ever  be- 
fore. Many  of  them  issued  circulars  in  addition  to  the  circulars  of  this 
department,  calling  attention  to  the  sacred  duties  of  Union  Defenders' 
and  Memorial  Days.  The  subjoined  statistical  table  will  show  to  whom 
most  honor  is  due  for  promptness  and  thoroughness  in  the  work  of 
gathering  and  submitting  reports. 

The  reports  evince  a  remarkable  indifference  to  the  especial  day  of 
our  Order  —  Union  Defenders'  Day.  It  is  a  record  in  which  we  can 
take  no  pride.  I  trust  that  this  fact  may  inspire  in  us  the  resolution  to 
make  next  year's  report  one  worthy  of  our  high  aims  and  heritage. 

The  Order  is  to  be  congratulated  in  the  increased  assistance  given 
ns  by  the  clergy  at  the  season  of  our  especial  public  exercises,  and  in 
the  fact  that  so  many  of  our  brothers  are  heard  in  words  of  loyalty 
upon  the  Nation's  holy  days. 

Besides  the  routine  work  of  this  department,  I  attended,  at  your 
request,  the  Encampment  of  the  Department  of  Georgia,  G-.A.R., 
where  I  made  two  addresses  in  behalf  of  our  Order. 

In  view  of  the  splendid  loyalty  and  the  unsurpassed  bravery  of  our 
brothers  who  fell  in  order  that  the  blessing  of  freedom  might  be  with 
the  people  of  Cuba,  I  would  suggest  that  in  our  future  observances  of 
Memorial  Day  their  memories  shall  be  formally  cherished  and  the  tokens 
of  our  love  manifested.  They  have  been  nobly  true  to  the  blood  of 
their  heritage,  and  have  demonstrated  the  usefulness  of  the  Order  we 
love. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  business  of  most  immediate  and  pressing 
importance  will  prevent  me  from  being  with  the  hosts  at  Omaha,  and 
wish  for  every  member  of  the  Order  there,  and  elsewhere,  the  fullest 
success  and  the  highest  happiness  possible  to  men. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

HARRY  L.  VEAZEY, 

Chaplain-in-  Chief. 
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The  Senior  -Vice- Commander  :  If  there  is  no  objection,  the  report 
of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Reports.  I  hear  no  objection,  and  it  will  be  so  referred.  Has  the 
Council-in-Chief  any  farther  report  to  submit? 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania  :  Not  at  this  time,  Commander. 


RECEPTION  AND  REFERENCE  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  FROM 
DIVISIONS. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Then  we  will  pass  the  report  of  the 
Council-in-Chief .  The  next  business  in  order  is  the  reception  and  ref- 
erence of  communications  from  Divisions,  to  be  called  in  alphabetical 
order.    The  Adjutant-General  will  callthe  roll  of  Divisions. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

E.  K.  Gould  of  Maine:  Commander,  the  Maine  Division  has  a 
resolution  it  would  like  to  offer,  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions,  bat  unfortunately  we  haven't  it  with  us,  and  we  would  like 
permission  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  later  on. 

The  Senior  Vice  -  Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  permis- 
sion is  granted  the  Maine  Division  to  present  their  communication 
later  on. 

E.  R.  Campbell  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  the  Division  of  Mary- 
land had  certain  matters  prepared  to  submit  to  this  Commandery,  but 
our  delegate-at-large,  who  has  charge  of  the  papers,  has  not  arrived, 
and  we  ask  permission  to  file  these  papers  later. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  They  may  be  submitted  tomorrow, 
or  at  some  future  meeting,  unless  there  is  objection.  The  Chair  hears 
none. 

W.  H.  Adams  of  Minnesota:  Senior  Vice-Commander,  on  behalf 
of  the  delegates  from  Minnesota  I  would  like  permission  to  report 
tomorrow. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commauder :  The  permission  is  granted,  unless 
there  is  objection. 

J.  O.  Darmn  of  Missouri :  Commander,  the  Division  of  Missouri 
has  a  resolution  which  they  would  like  permission  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Ritual. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Preseut  it  to  the  chairman  of  that 
Committee. 

E.  W.  Estes  of  New  York  :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  New  York 
has  a  resolution  which  we  desire  to  submit  to  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions later,  with  the  permission  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Permission  is  granted. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio:  Coonnandeiy  the  Ohio  Division  has  some 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  to  propose. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  They  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  of  which  the  brother  is 
a  member,  I  believe. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  with  your  permis- 
sion and  the  permission  of  the  Commandery  we  will  hand  our  resolu- 
tions to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 
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The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  resolutions  from  the  Division 
of  Pennsylvania  will  go  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  if  there  is  no 
objection.    The  Chair  hears  none. 

The  Adjutant-General  concluded  the  calling  of  the  roll  of  Divi- 
sions. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM  CAMPS  AND  INDIVIDUALS. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  reception  and  reference  of 
communications  from  Camps  and  individuals  is  the  next  order  of  busi- 
ness.   Are  there  any  communications  to  be  referred  under  this  head  ? 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  would  suggest 
that  permission  be  granted  Camps  and  individuals  to  submit  whatever 
they  have  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of 
Work,  without  calling  the  roll  here.  That  will  facilitate  our  work.  I 
make  that  as  a  motion. 

F.  E.  Ernst  of  Missouri :  Commander,  1  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SONS  OF  VETERANS  HOLDING  COMMISSIONS  IN  U.S.   ARM  1. 

Grant  W.  Harrington  of  Kansas:  Senior  Vice-Commander,  after 
the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  Adjutant-General,  there  was  a  motion 
passed  to  add  to  the  list  of  names  in  the  Adjutant-General's  report  of 
members  of  the  Order  who  had  enlisted  and  were  holding  commissions 
in  the  United  States  service,  the  names  of  any  other  members  of  the 
Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans  who  have  enlisted  in  the  army  and  are  hold- 
ing commissions  in  the  volunteer  service  at  the  front.  It  seems  to  me 
that  at  this  time  the  roll  of  Divisions  ought  to  be  called,  in  order  that 
Division  Commanders  may  report  to  the  Adjutant-General  the  names 
of  those  in  each  Division  who  have  enlisted  and  are  holding  commis- 
sions ;  or  a  list  might  be  prepared  by  the  Division  Commanders  and  sent 
to  the  Adjutant-General.  I  move  that  the  roll  of  Divisions  be  called, 
and  as  it  is  called,  each  Division  report  the  names  of  its  members  who 
hold  commissions  in  the  volunteer  service. 

M.  L.  Cormany  of  Minnesota :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  we  are 
not  ready  to  do  that  yet.  It  will  take  some  time  to  prepare  such  a  list. 
It  should  be  clone  with  care,  in  order  that  no  one  may  be  omitted. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Chair  understands  that  matter 
has  already  been  determined,  and  that  any  member  of  the  Order  who 
is  conversant  with  any  facts,  or  name  of  any  brother  who  is  holding  a 
commission,  will  report  the  name  of  such  brother  or  brothers  to  the 
Adjutant-General.  It  should  be  done  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 
It  may  be  done  at  once,  but  the  Chair  will  rule  that  they  may  be  sub- 
mitted in  writing  to  the  Adjutant-General  at  any  time  during  the  En- 
campment. The  Chair  understands  that  was  the  intention  of  the 
motion  and  will  rule  accordingly. 

P.  A.  Barrows  of  Nebraska  :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  is  this  list 
to  be  of  those  who  enlisted,  or  does  it  mean  just  those  who  hold 
commissions  ? 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  All  brothers  of  the  Order  who  hold 
commissions.  Captains  and  Lieutenants,  and  above  those  grades,  are 
commissioned  officers.    They  are  warrant  officers  below  that. 
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F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin :  Commander,  I  wish  to  say  it 
will  be  impossible  at  this  meeting  for  the  different  delegations  to  make 
a  full  report  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  who  have  been  commissioned  from 
the  various  States,  and  it  seems  to  me  unwise  that  only  a  portion  should 
be  reported  on  this  list ;  and  I  would  ask  that  some  action  be  had  either 
tomorrow  or  at  some  future  meeting  whereby  a  complete  list  from  the 
various  States  of  the  members  of  this  Order  who  have  received  com- 
missions may  be  submitted  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  The  Chair  will  hold  on  that  point 
that  the  names  of  brothers  who  are  holding  commissions  in  the  United 
States  army  may  be  sent  later  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois:  Commander,  I  now  move  that  we 
take  recess  until  9  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


TUESDAY —MORNING  SESSION. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  13,  1898,  10  o'clock  a.m. 
The  Eucampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Brothers,  you  will  come  to  order. 
The  Inspector-General  will  ascertain  if  all  present  are  entitled  to 
remain. 

The  Inspector-General :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  am  satisfied 
that  all  present  are  entitled  to  remain. 

PRESENTATION   OF  PORTRAIT  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  DARLING. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brothers,  there  is  a  very  pleasant 
surprise  for  the  Encampment  this  morning.  I  have  been  requested  by 
the  Massachusetts  delegation  to  bring  before  this  Commandery-in-Chief 
the  portrait  of  a  gentleman  whom  we  all  love  and  respect,  a  gentleman 
whom  we  cannot  see  in  fact,  but  whom  we  can  see  and  love  in  this  por- 
trait—  Major  Darling  [Applause].  The  Massachusetts  delegation 
presents  this  portrait  of  Major  Darling  to  the  Encampment. 

The  first  business  in  order  this  morning  is  the  report  of  commit- 
tees. Are  there  any  committees  ready  to  report  ?  I  will  not  call  for 
them  in  order,  but  if  any  are  ready  to  report,  let  the  chairman  so 
announce. 

REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

Harlan  Thomas  of  Colorado :  Commander,  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  had  a  meeting  last  evening  and  passed  upon  the  only  reso- 
lution, submitted  by  E.  R.  Campbell  of  the  Maryland  Division,  which 
has  been  thus  far  presented  to  that  committee.  The  resolution  is  in 
connection  with  the  National  Reunion  Monument  Association  and  the 
erection  of  a  monument  at  Washington,  D.C.,  in  honor  of  the  soldiers, 
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sailors  and  marines  of  the  war  of  1861—65.  The  resolution  is  as 
follows :  — 

Resolved,  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  in 
Encampment  assembled :  That  the  "National  Reunion  Monument  Associa- 
tion," composed  of  members  of  the  several  army  corps,  which  was  organized 
under  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  mon- 
ument in  the  Capitol  City  to  the  private  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  who  died 
fighting  for  the  preservation  of  the  government  established  by  their  forefathers, 
and  whose  valor  gives  to  us  the  honorable  title  we  are  permitted  to  assume ; 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  Order  is  delegated  the  same  scope,  power, 
limitation  and  authority  in  said  Association  as  is  given  an  army  corps,  and 
claiming  the  right  to  participate  in  the  honor,  and  to  share  the  expense  of  this 
great  work,  we  hereby  endorse  this  patriotic  enterprise,  and  pledge  ourselves 
to  assist  in  soliciting  funds  for  same;  and  that  this  resolution,  together  with 
the  accompanying  report,*  which  shows  the  status  of  said  association,  become 
a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Eucampment. 

The  committee  has  concurred  in  the  resolution,  and  I  move  its 
adoption. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 


*  report  of  the  national  reunion  monument  association. 

The  National  Reunion  Monument  Association.  \ 

Washington,  D.C.  J 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Comrade  :  At  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
held  at  Indianapolis  in  1893,  the  National  Reunion  Monument  Association  of 
Washington,  D.C,  was  recognized  and  charged  with  the  work  of  raisiug  the 
long-desired  monument  in  the  National  Capital  to  the  soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  the  committee  which  the  National 
Encampment  had  previously  authorized  for  that  purpose  was  discontinued. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  followed  up  this  indorsement  of  the  National  Reunion 
Monument  Association  by  a  General  Order,  commending  it  and  its  objects  to 
the  comrades  of  the  Order.  The  Association  weut  ahead  with  new  zeal  aud 
bright  prospects  of  success,  but  the  setting  in  of  the  financial  depression  of 
1893  made  hopeless  the  securing  of  any  considerable  contributions.  It  seemed 
that,  for  the  time,  the  most  urgent  duty  before  all  veterans  and  their  friends 
was  the  care  of  the  living  comrades,  rather  than  building  monuments  to  the 
dead. 

Consequently,  the  Association  suspended  active  efforts  until  the  outlook 
became  more  propitious.  This  seemed  to  be  the  case  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year.  The  Association  was  then  called  together,  and  addressed  itself  anew  to 
its  great  work.  Scarcely  had  it  gotten  itself  in  shape,  however,  when  the 
Spanish  war  became  imminent,  and  it  seemed  useless  to  appeal  to  the  people 
while  their  minds  were  so  thoroughly  engrossed  by  the  momentous  struggle. 

But  the  Association  has  employed  the  time  in  getting  ready  for  a  sustained, 
comprehensive,  far-reaching  effort,  whicL,  it  is  sanguine,  will  win  success.  It 
has  been  perfecting  plans  and  organizing  machinery  with  a  view  of  reaching, 
in  the  most  effective  way,  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  country,  and 
securing  his  or  her  interest  in  and  contribution  to  a  monument  which,  in 
grandeur  and  artistic  merit,  will  not  be  surpassed  by  anything  of  the  kind  in 
the  world's  history. 

The  Association  aims  at  somethiug  that,  in  expensiveness,  aesthetic  value 
and  artistic  beauty  will  be  far  superior  to  any  memorial  erection  now  found  in 
any  country.  It  conceives  somethiug  that  shall  be  a  work  of  genius  —  some- 
thing that  shall  be  so  notable  in  every  respect  that  the  greatest  artists  of  the 
world  shall  compete  for  the  honor  of  furnishing  the  design.  It  must  be  some- 
thing far  above  the  hackneyed  and  conventional,  so  that  when  erected  it  will  be 
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to  the  city  of  Washington  and  the  whole  American  nation  what  grand  cathe- 
drals, abbeys,  arches  and  columns,  and  other  triumphs  of  art  are  to  their 
respective  countries.  It  desires  something  which  will  attract  equal  attention 
for  its  commemorative  object  and  its  artistic  grandeur. 

Nothing  less  than  this  will  be  worthy  of  the  glorious  host  of  citizen 
soldiers  and  sailors  which  it  is  intended  to  commemorate;  nothing  less  will  be 
worthy  of  the  proud  nation  which  they  rescued  from  destruction  and  firmly 
started  anew  upon  its  splendid  career. 

It  must  be  a  monument  whose  magnificence  will  represent  the  offerings  of 
80,000,000  free,  happy,  prosperous,  grateful  people.  It  must  be  a  monument 
worthy,  as  far  as  stone  and  bronze  can  go,  of  2,500,000  young  heroes,  who  left 
a  half  million  dead  to  mark  the  way  of  duty,  honor  and  glory,  they  followed 
over  2,000  sanguinary  battlefields.  It  must  be  such  a  monument  as  wealth  and 
fame  can  stimulate  genius  to  conceive  and  create.  In  brief,  it  must  be  such  a 
monument  as  the  richest,  proudest,  greatest  nation  in  the  world  should  erect  to 
testify  to  all  ages  to  come,  her  appreciation  of  the  men  whose  valor  and  self- 
sacrifice  did  most  to  make  her  rich,  proud  and  great. 

The  erection  of  such  a  monument  is  possible,  if  gone  about  in  the  right 
way.  The  Association,  filled  with  high  conceptious  of  what  can  be  and  what 
should  be,  is  faithfully  striving  to  find  and  follow  that  right  way,  and  it 
earnestly  solicits  the  advice,  sympathy,  and  enthusiastic  support  of  the 
National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  carrying  forward 
these  conceptious  to  glorious  fulfilment. 

The  Association  is  preparing  for  its  work  by  the  formation  of  committees 
which  will  present  the  scheme  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Union 
Veteran  Legion,  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
the  "Woinau's  Relief  Corps,  the  Ladies  of  the  G.A.R.,  the  Daughters  of 
Veterans,  and  each  of  the  many  other  patriotic  societies  in  the  country,  to  the 
children  of  the  public  schools  in  every  State,  and  to  the  public  at  large  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Each  of  these  committees  will  work  the  field  alloted  to 
it  thoroughly,  and  endeavor  to  secure  the  fullest  cooperation  of  everybody  who 
can  help  in  the  least.  They  will  emulate  one  another  in  the  amounts  they  can 
secure  and  the  help  given  in  furtherance  of  the  enterprise.  In  the  end  we 
hope  that  no  possible  contributor  will  remain  unsolicited,  and  in  the  most 
effective  way. 

The  Association  has  secured,  in  addition  to  the  cordial  endorsement  of 
the  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  that  of  the 
National  Encampment  of  the  Union  Veteran  Legion.  It  hopes  to  secure  the 
same  from  the  National  Commandery  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion, 
the  National  Convention  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  the  Ladies  of  the 
G.A.R.,  and  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  other 
patriotic  organizations. 

Last  winter  the  Association  secured  the  passage  by  both  houses  of  Con- 
gress of  a  joint  resolution  recognizing  the  Association,  and  giving  it  the 
privilege  of  erecting  a  monument  upon  a  public  reservation  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  This  was  approved  by  President  McKinley,  and  is  now  part  of 
the  laws  of  the  land. 

The  Association  urgently  appeals  to  the  National  Encampment  to  take 
extraordinary  action  in  favor  of  this  great  enterprise.  If  we  are  ever  going  to 
build  a  monument  to  the  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  of  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, now  is  the  time  to  start  the  work  with  a  vim  and  unity  of  effort  that  will 
secure  its  completion  within  a  few  years,  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our 
comrades  may  rejoice  over  it  before  they  pass  from  earth.  It  seems  to  this 
Association  that  this  is  the  most  momentous  subject  that  can  come  before  the 
present  National  Encampment.  It  will  be  a  great  legacy  for  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  to  leave  to  posterity.  It  will  be  far  more  than  an  eternal  testi- 
monial to  the  valor,  patriotism  and  fortitude  of  the  men  of  1861-'65.  It  will 
be  a  temple  of  patriotism,  which  -will  teach  to  every  generation  that  is  to  come 
that  the  most  glorious  thing  in  the  world  is  to  be  a  true-hearted,  public-spirited, 
self-sacrificing  Americau  man,  ready  at  any  call  of  his  country  to  go  forth  and 
die,  if  need  be,  in  defence  of  our  laws  and  institutions.  Such  a  monument, 
pre-eminent  in  magnificence  and  beaut}'  among  the  stately  buildings  in  the 
capital  of  the  nation,  will  make  every  boy  and  girl  under  the  asgis  of  the  Star 
Spangled  Banner  a  better  American. 
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The  Association  earnestly  urges  the  National  Encampment  to  lay  this 
enterprise  deeply  to  heart,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  will  bring  it  before  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  whole  country,  as  the  strongest  wish  and 
desire  of  the  veterans  of  the  Republic.  Let  us  have  this  made  one  of  the  great 
objects  of  our  Order,  and  so  placed  before  the  people.  Let  the  Posts  in  every 
community  be  stimulated  to  work  for  it  among  their  fellow  citizens.  If  we  do 
this  with  zeal  and  unanimity  there  will  be  no  difficulty  about  collecting  funds 
enough  from  the  people  to  raise  the  finest  creation  that  the  sun  has  shone  on 
since  the  Parthenon  first  raised  its  peerless  columns. 

The  veterans  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  deserve  no  meaner  monument. 

Yours  in  F.,  G.  and  L., 

WM.  H.  MICHAEL, 
attest:  President. 
Israel  W.  Stone, 

Recording  Secretary. 

ACCEPTANCE   OF  PORTRAIT  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  DARLING. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  before  we  proceed  further 
I  think  it  would  be  in  order  at  this  time,  and  I  make  the  motion,  that 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  accept  the  splendid  portrait  of  Commander- 
in-Chief  Darling,  and  that  we  extend  the  thanks  of  this  Encampment 
to  the  Massachusetts  delegation  for  the  same. 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GREETING  TO   COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  DARLING. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  in  this  connection  I  make 
another  motion,  that  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  convey  the 
greetings  of  this  Encampment,  by  cablegram,  to  Commander-in-Chief 
Darling. 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  cablegram  was  forwarded  : 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Sept.  13,  1898. 

Darling, 

Sixth  Massachusetts,  Ponce,  Porto  Rico. 
Encampment's  greetings.  COGSHALL. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Is  the  Committee  on  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  ready  to  report  ?  Is  the  Committee  on  Ritual 
ready  to  report  ? 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  the  Committee  on 
Ritual  is  not  ready  to  report  yet,  but  will  be  shortly. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Is  the  Committee  on  Resolutions 
ready  to  report  further?  The  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and 
Distribution  of  Work? 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois :  Commander,  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work  reports  progress. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  What  is  the  further  pleasure  of  the 
Encampment? 

George  H.  Hurlbut  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  would  it  not  be  in 
order  for  the  Committee  on  Credentials  to  make  another  supplemental 
report?    One  of  our  delegates,  Past  Colonel  Orner,  has  arrived,  but  his 
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credentials  have  not  been  passed  upon  and  he  feels  that  until  that  is 
done  he  has  no  right  to  participate  1:1  the  proceedings  of  the  Encamp- 
ment. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Have  the  Committee  on  Credentials 
any  supplemental  report  to  make? 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Adjutant-General :  On  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials, 
I  would  report  that  the  credentials  of  ten  additional  brothers  have  been 
passed  upon  and  approved,  making  a  total  of  127  votes  in  the  Encamp- 
ment. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  statement  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  will  stand  as  a  supplemental  report  of  the  committee  unless 
there  is  objection.    The  Chair  hears  none,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  we  ought  to  know  who 
they  are,  their  names. 

The  Adjutant-General:  S.  C.  Tipton  and  H.  0.  P.  Klein  of  the 
Indiana  Division,  substitute  delegates;  H.  J.  Kline,  Past  Commander 
of  the  Missouri  Division,  James  D.  Rowen,  Past  Commander  of  the 
Iowa  Division,  J.  H.  Heine,  Delegate-at-Large,  Nebraska  Division,  R. 
Shaw  Van,  Alternate,  Iowa  Division,  J.  V.  Lyon,  Iowa  Division,  L.  F. 
Schultz,  Delegate,  Indiana  Division,  C.  T.  Orner,  Past  Commander, 
Illinois  Division,  F.  W.  Briggs,  Delegate,  Pennsylvania  Division. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  What  shall  be  done  with  the  sup- 
plemental report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials? 

Eugene  Kreider  of  Washington  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

IN   RELATION  TO  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LOEBENSTEIN. 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois:  Commander  and  brothers,  I  ask 
permission  to  occupy  the  floor  to  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to  our 
retiring  Quartermaster-General,  Brother  Loebenstein.  Those  of  us  who 
are  familiar  with  his  daily  work,  who  understand  and  appreciate  all 
that  he  has  done  for  this  organization,  desire  to  leave  on  record  some 
testimony  to  his  faithfulness  and  efficiency.  His  brothers  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Missouri  have  undertaken  to  prepare  some  memento  to  be  given 
him  as  a  token  of  the  high  regard  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  in  the 
organization.  It  has  been  contributed  to  quite  generously,  but  I  feel 
that  the  Order  at  large,  as  an  Order,  should  be  represented  in  that 
token,  and  for  that  purpose  I  will  ask  that  this  Commandery-in-Chief 
vote  him  the  gold  cross  of  the  Order,  and  I  will  ask,  as  a  special  mark 
of  distinction,  that  this  Commandery-in-Chief  contribute  some  amount 
to  this  end.  Of  course  this  is  not  usually  done,  but  I  ask  it  in  order 
that  this  gold  cross  couferred  upon  Brother  Loebenstein  may  have  some 
special  significance.  The  amount  that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  may 
appropriate  is  not  essential ;  but  I  will  move  that  the  gold  cross  of  the 
Order  be  conferred  upon  the  retiring  Quartermaster- General,  Brother 
Loebenstein,  and  that  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  drawn  from  the  treasury 
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of  the  Conirnandery-in-Chief  to  go  towards  paying  for  that  cross.  I 
make  the  motion  with  the  particular  understanding  that  the  motion  in 
respect  to  the  amount  is  subject  to  amendment.  1  mention  fifty  dollars 
because  it  is  an  easy  sum  to  mention,  and  because  it  is  not  an  excessive 
sum  to  contribute  from  our  treasury ;  but  if  brothers  should  see  fit  to 
reduce  it,  I  shall  take  no  exception.  As  I  say,  the  amount  of  the  con- 
tribution of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  is  immaterial.  I  am  only  desirous 
that  it  should  be  represented  in  some  sum  in  the  purchase  of  this  gold 
cross  for  Brother  Loebenstein. 

W.  H.  Adams  of  Minnesota :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  included  in  the  motion  the  reason  for  conferring 
the  gold  cross  ;  that  is,  for  faithful  service  performed  as  Quartermaster- 
General  for  six  years. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


SONS   OF  VETERANS  SERVING  IN   THE  U.S.  ARMY. 

W.  P.  Feder  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  if  it  be  in  order  at  this  time, 
1  would  like  to  suggest  a  change  in  the  resolution  adopted  yesterday. 
Brother  Bolton  in  his  report  as  Adjutant-General,  mentioned  the  names 
of  a  number  of  brothers  who  are  holding  commissions  in  the  volunteer 
army.  He  went  as  far  as  the  knowledge  at  hand  permitted  him.  He 
didn't  know  of  anybody  else.  Then  we  voted  that  the  names  of  all 
other  members  of  the  Order  who  held  commissions  should  be  added  to 
that  list.  1  propose  now  that  we  increase  that  list  a  little  bit,  and  not 
make  a  distinction  between  the  poor  fellow  who  went  as  a  private,  and 
the  fortunate  fellow  who  went  with  a  commission.  [Applause.] 

I  move  you,  Commander,  that,  following  the  line  suggested  in 
General  Darling's  order,  a  roster  of  the  members  of  this  organization 
participating  in  the  Spanish- American  war  be  compiled,  giving  the  rank 
the  brother  held  in  the  Order,  and  the  rank  he  holds  in  the  army.  We 
have  one  Camp<in  the  United  States  where  all  of  them  went.  We  don't 
know  who  were  the  officers  or  who  were  not,  but  the  entire  Camp,  with 
the  exception  of  one,  went  to  the  front.  I  believe  the  privates  ought 
to  have  this  recognition  as  well  as  the  officers. 

Charles  L.  Pierce  of  California  :  Commander,  I  second  that  motion. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  would  state  to 
Brother  Feder  that  this  matter  will  be  provided  for  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions,  and  I  would  suggest  to  him  that  he  with- 
draw his  motion,  or  let  it  lay  over  until  the  matter  comes  up  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

R.  Shaw  Van  of  Iowa :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
We  have  a  Committee  on  Resolutions,  and  this  matter  is  being  con- 
sidered by  that  committee  and  can  only  come  before  the  Encampment 
by  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  the 
point  of  order  is  not  well  taken. 

W.  P.  Feder  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  was  not  informed  that  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions  had  taken  the  subject  up.  Inasmuch  as  they 
are  considering  it,  and  as  I  don't  care  how  it  comes  before  the  Encamp- 
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ment,  so  that  it  is  considered,  with  the  consent  of  my  second,  I  will 
withdraw  my  motion. 

The  Senior  Vice- Commander :  I  hear  no  objection  and  the  motion 
is  withdrawn. 

STANDING   OF  THE  MINNESOTA  DIVISION. 

M.  L.  Cormany  of  Minnesota :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  ask  to 
be  heard  a  moment  in  relation  to  the  standing  of  the  Minnesota  Division. 
I  feel  I  would  be  derelict  in  my  duty  if  I  failed  to  state  and  explain  the 
reasons  why  the  Division  of  Minnesota  came  before  this  body  in  the 
shape  that  it  did.  Some  three  or  four  weeks  ago  our  report  was  sent 
to  the  Adjutant-General  and  it  was  sent  back  to  us  for  technical  reasons  ; 
and  not  knowing  how  to  cure  the  matter  by  correspondence,  I  left  it 
open  until  I  should  come  to  this  body,  and  we  were  here  a  little  late. 
Our  train  arrived  at  11-30.  We  made  all  possible  speed  to  this  room 
and  did  everything  we  could  to  put  ourselves  in  shape  for  representation 
on  this  floor,  and  I  believe  we  ought  to  have  the  record  put  in  shape. 
We  don't  want  to  be  put  on  record  as  being  in  arrears,  or  anything  of 
that  kind.  We  don't  want  the  records  of  this  Encampment  to  show  the 
Minnesota  Division  in  arrears  when  it  wasn't  so,  because  we  had  the 
money  in  our  possession  and  were  ready  to  pay  it,  and  had  sent  it  in, 
as  the  Adjutant-General  will  tell  you,  and  it  had  been  returned  to  us 
with  the  report  when  it  was  sent  back  to  us  for  correction. 

1  move  that  the  records  of  this  Encampment  show  that  the  Minne- 
sota Division  squared  itself  with  the  Commandery-in-Chief  upon  the 
arrival  of  its  delegation,  and  it  was  only  because  of  our  non-appearance 
upon  the  floor  of  the  Encampment  that  the  matter  got  in  the  shape  it 
was.  I  move  that  the  records  of  the  Encampment  show  that  the  report 
of  the  Minnesota  Division  was  filed  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
delegation  from  that  State,  and  the  reason  for  the  delay,  and  the  situa- 
tion as  it  was. 

James  D.  Rowen  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion 
After  discussion. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

George  W.  Wolz  of  Nebraska:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question. 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  I  also  second  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  previous  question  is  moved  by 
Brother  Speelman  of  Ohio,  and  seconded  by  brothers  from  the  Divisions 
of  Nebraska  and  Massachusetts.  The  question  is,  shall  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put  ?  Those  in  favor  will  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign 
of  the  Order.  Those  opposed,  the  same  sign.  The  previous  question 
is  orclered,  and  the  question  now  is  upon  the  motion  of  Brother  Cormany 
of  Minnesota.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  signify  the  same  by 
the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed, 
the  same  sign.  The  ayes  appear  to  have  it.  The  ayes  have  it,  and  the 
motion  is  agreed  to. 

What  is  the  further  pleasure  of  the  Convention? 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I 
desire  to  submit  a  further  report  from  the  Council-in-Chief . 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  The  Adjutant-General  will  read  the 
report  submitted  by  the  Council-in-Chief. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  report  as  follows :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  /Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Brothers:  The  Council-in-Chief  herewith  begs  leave  to  present 
its  report  of  the  proceedings  and  transactions  which  were  presented 
to  the  said  Council-in-Chief  during  the  past  year. 

At  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment,  held  at  Indianapolis  in 
1897,  the  Council  organized  by  the  election  of  H.  H.  Hammer  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Division,  as  Chairman,  and  C.  Borin  of  the  Kansas  Divi- 
sion, as  Secretary. 

The  bond  of  Commander-in-Chief  Charles  K.  Darling  was  fixed  to 
be  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  duly  approved  after  proper 
inquiry  and  investigation  as  to  the  sureties. 

We  carefully  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  and  Quartermaster-General,  which  we  found  correct  and  neatly 
kept. 

The  financial  management  and  accounts  of  the  Commandery-ih- 
Ctiief  were  administered  with  economy  and  ability,  and  are  deserving 
of  our  highest  commendation. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Commanclery-in-Chief  is  a  source  of 
great  gratification  and  we  congratulate  this  Encampment  and  the  Order 
at  large  upon  the  flattering  prospects  for  the  future.  The  excellent 
report  and  comparative  statements  made  by  the  Quartermaster-General 
are  sufficient  for  your  information  without  further  reference  herein. 

We  beg  leave  to  present  to  your  honorable  body  a  recommendation 
that  the  per  capita  tax  remain  as  it  now  is  —  four  (4)  cents  per  quarter. 

The  Division  of  Oregon  has  presented  to  us  a  request  that  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  inspection  of  the  Headquarters  of  that  Division 
be  paid  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief .  We  present  the  matter  to  yon 
in  the  shape  we  received  it  by  the  communications  hereto  attached 
bearing  on  the  subject.  The  proposition  in  our  opinion  is  of  such  im- 
portance as  to  warrant  the  disposition  of  the  case  by  the  Encampment 
and  not  by  the  Council-in-Chief,  unless  by  your  instruction  or  direction. 
Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

H.  H.  Hammer, 
Geo.  E.  Cogshall, 
C.  Borin, 
James  W.  Noel, 
J.  E.  Haycraft, 

Council-in-Chief. 

The  letters  referred  to  in  the  report  bearing  upon  the  expense  in- 
curred in  the  inspection  of  the  Oregon  Division  Headquarters  are  as 
follows  :  — 
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Corvallis,  Ore  ,  Sept.  7,  L898 

Charles  K.  Darling,  Commander-in-Chief, 
Omaha,  Neb. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother :  I  find  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be 
present  at  the  Encampment,  as  I  have  been  hoping  and  expecting  to  do. 

I  trust  you  will  have  the  matter  of  the  inspection  of  this  Division  brought 
up  and  settled  in  some  way.  I  have  had  some  correspondence  with  Brother 
Courtney,  the  Adjutant-General,  and  also  the  Inspector-General,  but  have  as 
yet  been  unahle  to  obtain  any  satisfaction  regarding  the  matter,  and  hope  it 
may  be  settled  at  the  present  session  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

I  shall  state  the  facts  in  the  case  for  the  benefit  of  the  officers  and 
brothers,  hoping  to  assist  in  an  immediate  adjustment. 

The  Division  of  Oregon  was  inspected  in  January  by  Brother  Courtney 
of  South  Dakota,  and  reference  to  his  report  will  show  that  there  were  then  about 
($24.00)  twenty-four  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  Quartermaster.  During  the 
stay  of  Brother  Courtney  in  this  place  we  made  a  requisition  for  supplies  for 
nearly  all  the  money  then  in  the  treasury,  supplies  which  were  very  much  needed. 

The  total  expense  of  the  inspection  was  about  one  hundred  and  five  dollars 
($105.00)  of  which  O.  L.  Clark  and  myself  paid  fifty  dollars,  leaving  Brother 
Courtney  to  bear  the  remainder. 

I  realize  that  the  C,  R.  &  R.  requires  the  expense  to  be  borne  by  the  Di- 
vision inspected,  but  since  our  treasury  was  without  funds  and  my  Adjutant 
and  myself  personally  advanced  nearly  half  of  the  expense;  and  also  since  such 
a  rash  thing  Avas  done  as  to  send  an  Inspector  nearly  half  way  across  the  con- 
tinent to  inspect  one  of  the  very  weakest  Divisions,  and  over  the  most  expen- 
sive part  of  the  country,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  anything  but  justice  to  expect 
individuals  to  bear  this  expense,  simply  because  they  happened  to  be  in  charge 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Division. 

I  would  simply  ask  that  the  Commandery-iu-Chief  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
Assistant  Inspector-General  for  this  Divisiou,  for  1898,  and  that  some  restric- 
tions be  made  regarding  such  expenses  in  the  future. 

With  the  \rery  best  wishes  for  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Com- 
manclery,  I  remain 

Yours  very  truly  in  F.,  C.  &  L., 

L.  W.  OREN,  Past  Commander, 

Oregon  Division 


Okobojo,  S.D.,  Sept.  8,  '98. 

Charles  K.  Darling,  Commander-in-Chief  Sons  of  Veterans, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother :  I  had  hoped  to  be  with  you  at  Omaha,  but  find  that 
I  will  be  unable  to  be  present. 

It  is  a  great  disappointment,  as  I  had  anticipated  a  good  time  at  the  En- 
campment, and  of  meeting  the  boys  whose  acquaintance  was  formed  a  year  ago 
at  Indianapolis. 

Trust  you  will  have  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  meeting  and  a  grand  good 
time  all  around. 

As  you  are  aware,  when  Inspector  Durston  was  making  up  his  list  of 
Assistant  Inspectors,  he  asked  me  to  inspect  the  Oregon  Division,  which  was 
acceptable  to  myself  and  agreeable  to  that  Division. 

The  Headquarters  of  the  Division  was  inspected  about  January  IS,  '98,  and 
was  satisfactory  to  Colonel  Oren  and  also  to  Durston.  When  it  came  to  settle 
for  my  expenses  it  was  found  that  there  was  not  enough  cash  on  hand  to  pay 
the  amount  in  full,  so  Colonel  Oren  paid  only  a  part  of  it. 

The  amount  of  the  bill  was  one  hundred  and  five  dollars,  of  which  Colonel 
Oren  paid  forty-five,  leaving  sixty  dollars  still  unpaid.  I  after  agreed  to  settle 
the  amount  still  clue  for  fifty  dollars.  The  Division  being  small  it  was  a  large 
bill  for  it  to  pay,  and  on  that  ground  I  agreed  to  reduce  the  bill.  In  the  deal  I 
am  out  of  pocket,  if  settled  at  $95.00,  about  $25.00. 
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The  distance  from  Okobojo,  S.  D.,  to  Corvallis,  Ore.,  is  nearly  2,000 
miles,  which  you  will  see  is  no  small  distance,  and  besides  board  and  lodging- 
is  no  small  item  on  such  a  long  trip. 

Had  I  been  aware  that  each  Division  pays  the  expense  of  its  inspection  and 
that  the  Oregon  Division  was  unable  to  meet  the  expenses  of  inspection,  would 
not  have  accepted  the  position.  As  it  was,  neither  Colonel  Oren  nor  myself  was 
able  to  say  whether  the  Division  or  the  Commandery  paid  the  expense.  It  was 
a  mistake  in  Durston's  sending  me  that  far,  and  is  very  much  as  you  said  at 
the  Massachusetts  Encampment,  that  "In  the  "West  it  is  a  magnificence  of  dis- 
tance." 

Trusting  that  you  will  bring  this  matter  before  your  Council,  and  that  the 
amount,  fifty  dollars,  still  due  me,  may  be  amicably  settled. 

With  best  wishes  to  you  and  regards  to  all  inquiring  friends,  I  am 

Fraternally, 

R.  J.  COURTNEY. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  re- 
port of  the  Council-in-Chief ;  what  will  you  do  with  it? 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio:  Commander,  the  question  presented  by  the 
report  of  the  Council-in- Chief  is  one  on  which  I,  as  a  member  of  the 
Encampment,  desire  the  opinion  of  the  Council-in-Chief .  Here  is  an 
item  of  expense  which  has  been  considered  by  the  Council-in-Chief,  and 
yet  they  give  us  no  recommendation.  They  don't  even  suggest  what 
ought  to  be  done.  I  think  this  Encampment  is  entitled  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Council-in-Chief  on  the  subject,  and  for  that  purpose  I  move  the 
report  be  recommitted  to  the  Council-in-Chief  with  instructions  that 
they  make  a  recommendation,  one  way  or  the  other,  upon  the  subject. 

E.  R.  Campbell  of  Maryland :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

C.  T.  Orner  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  as  an  amendment, 
that  the  report  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  ordei\ 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brother  Jones  will  state  his  point 
of  order. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio,:  Commander,  my  point  of  order  is  that  the 
amendment  is  not  germane  to  the  original  motion,  and  therefore  is  not 
in  order. 

C.  T.  Orner  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  it  as  a  substitute 
motion. 

Isaac  Cutter  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  pass  that  motion.  If  the  Commandery-in-Chief  want  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Council-in-Chief  on  this  question,  we  are  perfectly 
willing  to  make  one.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  refer  the 
report  of  the  Council-in-Chief  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  substitute  motion,  and  the 
motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  question  now  recurs  on  the 
original  motion,  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  Council-in-Chief,  with 
instructions  to  make  a  recommendation.  All  those  in  favor  of  the 
motion  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down 
hands.  Those  opposed,  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  carried  and  the 
report  recommitted. 

What  is  the  further  pleasure  of  the  Encampment? 
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REPOBT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MILITARY  RESERVE. 

E.  R.  Campbell  of  Maryland :  Commander,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Reserve  is  ready  to  report  and  the  report  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Ad  j  u  tant-  General . 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Adjutant  General  will  read  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Reserve. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Reserve  as  follows  :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of 
the  Commandery- in- Chief  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Brothers:  The  Committee  on  Military 
Reserve,  authorized  by  the  Sixteenth  Encampment  of  this  body  and 
aunounced  in  General  Order  No.  6,  Dec.  18,  1897,  has  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report :  — 

Pursuant  to  official  notice  of  appointment,  correspondence  was  had 
with  my  associates,  F.  B.  Morse  of  Elizabeth,  N.J.,  and  W.  E.  DunCan 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  the  committee  was  duly  organized.  Mr. 
Duncan  made  a  trip  to  Washington  and  rendered  valuable  assistance  in 
preparing  the  bill. 

Bills  having  been  introduced  in  the  fifty-fourth  and  first  session 
of  the  fifty-fifth  Congress  had  been  objected  to,  and  a  former  com- 
mittee had  reported,  and  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  under  which 
this  committee  was  established  delegated  to  it  the  "  power  to  draft  a 
new  bill,  or  to  take  other  action  to  secure  proper  legislation  in  this 
matter,"  the  following  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  Gen.  W.  W.  Grout  of  Vermont,  during  the  second  session  of  the 
fifty-fifth  Congress. 

55th  Congkess,  2d  Session.    H.  R.  9510. 

IN    THE    HOUSE    OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
March  26,  1898. 

Mr.  Grout  introduced  the  following  bill,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[A  BILL 

Authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  recognize  the  organizations  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans,  United  States  of  America,  as  part  of  the  military  provincial 
reserve  of  the  United  States  Army. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenlatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  upon  application,  made  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  prescribe,  any 
organization  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  United  States  of  America,  in  any  State 
or  Territory  or  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  be  inspected  by  an  officer 
or  officers  detailed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  a  part 
of  the  military  provincial  reserve  of  the  United  States  Army. 

Sect.  2.  That  any  organized  company  to  the  number  of  fifty  making 
application  as  hereinbefore  provided,  and  which  passes  satisfactory  inspection 
by  the  officer  or  officers  detailed  to  make  the  inspection,  shall,  under  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  determine  upon,  be  recognized  as 
a  part  of  the  military  provincial  reserve  of  the  United  States  Army. 
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Sect.  3.  That  after  any  organization  of  the  said  Sons  of  Veterans  has 
been  so  accepted  as  a  part  of  the  military  reserve,  said  organization  shall  be 
subject  to  all  rules,  regulations  and  discipline  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may 
prescribe. 

Sect.  4.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authorized  to  arm  and 
equip  any  organization,  after  said  organization  has  passed  the  required  inspec- 
tion, with  any  of  the  arms  of  the  Government  such  as  in  his  judgment  'will  be 
consistent  with  the  arming  and  equipment  of  a  military  reserve. 

Sect.  5.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  may,  in  his  annual  estimates  for 
appropriations,  include  appropriations  for  that  portion  of  the  military  pro- 
vincial reserve  of  the  United  States  Army  that  shall  have  been  created  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

Sect.  6.    That  this  Act  shall  take  effect  from  its  passage. 

In  view  of  the  declaration  of  war  by  this  Government  with  the 
Kingdom  of  Spain  and  events  of  subsequent  development,  no  report  on 
said  bill  was  made  by  the  House  Committee. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McCall 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militia,  while  that  presented  by 
General  Grout  went  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

It  is  recommended  that  before  further  action  shall  be  taken  looking 
to  an  authorized  military  rank  in  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  that  a  legal 
opinion  be  obtained  from  competent  authority  as  to  the  rights  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  such  a  measure,  and  that  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  be 
appropriated  to  cover  the  legislative  expense  incurred. 

My  most  grateful  thanks  are  extended  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
for  the  courtesy  and  distinguished  honor  conferred. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  R.  CAMPBELL, 

Chairman. 

James  R.  Neeley  of  Illinois:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  report 
be  accepted  and  the  committee  discharged. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  recommendations  contained  in 
the  report  are  now  before  you.  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Encamp- 
ment in  regard  to  them? 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  recom- 
mendation be  concurred  in. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  do  I  understand  that 
this  involves  an  appropriation  ? 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Chair  will  state  that  It  would 
so  understand  the  recommendation  ;  that  it  authorizes  the  obtaining  of 
a  legal  opinion  and  the  appropriation  of  a  sufficient  amount  to  pay  the 
expense  of  the  same.  I  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  if 
that  is  correct. 

E.  R.  Campbell  of  Maryland  :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  committee  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  some  compe- 
tent person  to  render  an  opinion  as  to  the  constitutional  right  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  such  a  measure.  If  that  can  be  handled  in  the  body  no 
expense  will  be  incurred ;  otherwise  it  will  be  necessary  to  pay  for  that 
opinion.    If  it  should  be  found  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  pass 
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such  a  measure,  an  appropriation  will  be  necessary  to  secure  proper 
legislation. 

Grant  W.  Harrington  of  Kansas :  Commander,  if  this  committee 
or  any  other  wants  legal  advice,  it  should  go  to  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General. 

E  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York :  Commander,  I  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  providing  that  it  shall 
be  done  without  expense  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

W.  H.  Adams  of  Minnesota  :  Commander,  as  a  substitute  motion 
I  move  you  that  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  report  be  laid 
upon  the  table  indefinitely. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CONGRATULATORY  TELEGRAMS. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  There  are  a  number  of  telegrams 
and  communications  that  the  Adjutant-General  has  received,  and  if 
there  is  no  objection  he  will  read  them  at  this  time.  Is  there  any 
objection?  The  Chair  hears  none  and  the  Adjutant-General  will 
proceed. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  following  communications  :  — 

Cincinnati,  0.,  Sept.  12,  1898. 

Gen.  Charles  K.  Darling, 

Care  of  8.  of  V.  Encampment. 
Accept  congratulations.    Am  sorry  could  not  come.    Regards  to  all. 

FRANK  0.  WILKINSON. 

Camp  Meade,  Pa.,  September  12. 

Adjutant-General, 

Sons  of  Veterans,  National  Convention, 
Omaha,  Neb. 

May  success  crown  your  deliberations.    Remember  me  to  all. 

ARTHUR  B.  SPINK, 
Lieut.  Co.       First  B.I.  U.S.  Vol. 

Lincoln,  Neb.,  Sept.  12,  1898. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  National  Encampment 
Assembled,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Will  you  kindly  accept  the  fraternal  greetings  of  a  resident  of  Nebraska, 
and  a  mother  of  a  Sou  of  a  Veteran  who  enlisted  at  his  country's  call  when  the 
first  appeal  to  arms  was  made  in  April  last. 

I  hope  for  you  a  pleasant  meeting  in  this  State  that  we  love  so  Avell, 
whose  sous  responded  so  promptly  to  the  call  that  meant  suffering  and  death 
for  many. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  you  under  the  flags  of  peace.  May  your  visit 
leave  nothing  but  pleasant  memories  in  the  years  to  come.  You  have  by  your 
actions  in  the  last  few  mouths  bravely  won  the  right  to  the  noble  name  you 
bear.  The  heroes  of  the  great  Civil  War  may  rest  assured  that  the  Republic 
they  fought  to  save  will  remain  safe  in  the  hands  of  their  sous  and  daughters, 
and  in  the  keeping  of  the  Eternal  God. 

May  peace  and  prosperity,  liberty  and  freedom,  abide  with  you  always  is 
my  earnest  prayer. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Mrs.  EMMA  B.  MANCHESTER. 
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George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  you  that  the 
Encampment  do  now  take  recess  until  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Harlan  Thomas  of  Colorado :  Commander,  before  that  question 
is  put,  I  move  that  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  return  to 
these  parties  who  have  sent  us  these  greetings,  the  greetings  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  —  especially  to  the  ladies. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois:   Now,  Commander,  I  renew  my 
motion  to  take  recess  until  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  Commandery  took  recess  until 
3  o'clock  p.m. 


TUESDAY  —  A'FTERNOON  SESSION. 

3  o'clock  p.m. 

The  Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Encampment  will  please  come 
to  order.  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll.  The  Encampment 
will  excuse  me  for  running  through  the  morning  session  without  a 
calliug  of  the  roll.    I  overlooked  this  number  in  the  order  of  business. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll. 

(Roll  Call  No.  2.) 

GREETING   FROM    COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  DARLING. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Adjutant-General  informs  me 
that  he.  has  a  cablegram  from  Commander-in-Chief  Darling,  which  you 
will  all  no  doubt  be  glad  to  hear  at  this  time. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  cablegram  from  Commander-in- 
Chief  Darling  as  follows  :  — 

Sons  of  Veterans,  .       Ponce,  Sept.  14,  1898. 

Omaha,  Neb. 

From  Mountains  Utnado,  Commander  sends  fraternal  greetings. 

DARLING. 

[Applause.] 

SUPPLEMENTAL   REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Commander,  there  has  been  presented  to 
the  Committee  on  Credentials  since  our  last  report,  the  credentials  of 
J.  C.  Eliot,  Past  Commander  of  the  Nebraska  Division. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  If  the  balance  of  the  committee 
have  no  objection,  the  statement  of  the  Adjutant- General  will  be  en- 
tered as  a  supplemental  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials.  I 
hear  no  objection  and  it  is  so  ordered. 
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I  believe  the  Council- in- Chief  have  a  further  report  to  submit,  and 
we  will  now  listen  to  that. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania:  Senior  Vice-Commander,  the 
Council-in-Chief ,  on  the  matter  recommitted  to  us  before  the  recess  this 
morning,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report. 

The  report  was  read  as  follows  :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  r 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

In  the  matter  of  the  request  of  the  Division  of  Oregon  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  payment  of  the  expense  of  inspection  of  Division  Head- 
quarters in  1898,  we  feel  that  the  small  membership,  limited  means  for 
recruiting,  and  general  conditions  in  the  said  Division,  warrant  our  len- 
iency. We  feel  that  the  Division  should  pay  a  reasonable  portion  of 
the  cost  of  its  inspection,  and  recommend  that  it  be  the  sum  of  $25.00. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  extend  a  credit 
on  account  of  per  capita  tax  to  the  Division  of  Oregon,  in  the  sum  of 
$25.00. 

We  do  not  desire  that  a  financial  hardship  should  be  inflicted  upon 
the  Assistant  Inspector-General,  who  acted  under  proper  authority  and 
according  to  orders,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $25.00 
be  appropriated  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  the  said  Assistant  In- 
spector-General, R.  J.  Courtney,  of  the  Division  of  Oregon  in  1898. 
This  sum  to  be  paid  on  condition  that  it  discharge  the  Division  of 
Oregon  from  any  further  liability  to  Assistant  Inspector  -  General 
Courtney  on  account  of  said  inspectiou,  and  that  no  further  request 
ever  be  made  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

The  Assistant  Inspector-General  detailed  for  this  work  should  not 
have  gone  so  great  a  distance  owing  to  the  expense  incident  to  travel 
being  so  large ;  and  for  the  same  reason  he  should  uot  have  been 
detailed  or  assigned  for  the  work. 

The  Assistant  Inspector-General  should  have  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  great  expense  this  assignment  for  inspection  would  involve ; 
the  Commander  of  the  Division  of  Oregon  also  should  have  advised  or 
informed  the  proper  authority  that  the  Division  was  not  in  condition  to 
have  such  an  expense  imposed  upon  it. 

The  assignment  of  the  Assistant  Inspector- General  was  an  error 
and  was  explained  by  the  Inspector-General,  which  in  oar  opinion  is 
the  cause  or  reason  that  the  recommendations  herein  presented  are  only 
considered  and  same  acted  upon. 

A  fair  solution  and  proper  disposition  of  the  case  would  in  our 
judgment  be  that  all  involved  should  be  held  responsible  which  we  be- 
lieve is  of  sufficient  extent  as  set  forth  herein. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  similar  case  in  the  future  we  recommend  that 
hereafter  no  Division  shall  be  required  to  pay,  and  no  Assistant  In- 
spector -General  shall  be  allowed  to  charge  for  expenses,  for  inspecting 
any  Division  Headquartei'S,  more  than  his  actual  expenses,  not  to  ex- 


BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  C,  B.  &  B. 


129 


ceed  $25.00,  and  that  this  action  be  promulgated  in  the  order  or  author- 
ity making  the  details  or  assignments  of  Assistant  Inspector-Generals. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

H.  H.  Hammer, 
C.  Borin, 
J.  E.  Haycraft, 
Geo.  E.  Cogshall, 
James  W.  Noel, 

Gouncil-in- Chief. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  This  is  a  supplemental  report  to  go 
with  the  report  submitted  by  the  Council-in-Chief  this  morning,  or 
rather,  it  is  in  lieu  of  the  portion  of  the  report  submitted  this  morning 
which  returned  to  the  Encampment  without  recommendation  communi- 
cations from  the  Oregon  Division  concerning  the  cost  of  inspection. 
Now  what  will  you  do  with  the  report?  The  question  is  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  Of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  report  as  submitted  by  the  Council-in-Chief. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON   C,  R.    AND  R. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Is  the  Committee  on  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  ready  to  report? 

Edward  K.  Gould,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations,  submitted  the  following  report:  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  : 
Your  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  beg  leave 

to  submit  the  following  report. 

Upon  the  resolutions  offered  by  Past  Division  Commander  Marsh 

of  the  Illinois  Division,  the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 

following  substitute  as  an  additional  section  to  Article  III.,  page  53, 

Rules  and  Regulations. 

Section  5.  The  clues  of  brothers  who  serve  in  the  army  and  navy  of 
the  United  States  in  time  of  war,  may  be  remitted  by  the  Camps  of  which  they 
are  members,  during  the  time  they  are  in  the  service,  and  Avhile  so  remitted, 
Camps  and  Divisions  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  per  capita  tax  on  such  mem- 
bers. The  names  of  all  brothers  whose  craes  are  remitted  shall  be  reported  in 
the  quarterly  returns,  together  with  the  time  said  remission  is  to  continue. 

The  resolution  offered  by  the  Surgeon-General  in  his  report,  con- 
cerning the  time  in  which  reports  to  the  Inspector-General,  Surgeon- 
General  and  Chaplain-in-Chief  must  be  presented,  and  the  penalty  for 
failing  to  comply  with  the  same,  is  returned  to  the  Encampment  without 
recommendation. 

We  recommend  that  the  changes  to  the  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations  proposed  by  the  Division  of  Ohio,  be  non-concurred  in. 
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We  recommend  that  Article  XXV.,  page  78  of  the  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  relative  to  the  Quartermaster-General  be  amended 
so  that  it  will  read  as  follows  :  — 

AKTICLE  XXV. 

Section  I.  The  Quartermaster-General's  department  shall  be  established 
and  be  made  permanent,  and  the  Quartermaster-General  be  made  directly 
accountable  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  indemnifying  the  Order  against  loss 
by  a  bond  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  there  shall  be  upon  said  bond  two  or 
more  sureties,  each  of  whom  shall  qualify  in  a  sum  not  less  than  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  in  the  aggregate  not  less  than  twice  the  sum  fixed  in  the  bond;  and 
the  Quartermaster-General  shall  be  elected  by  the  Conimandery-in-Chief ,  and 
his  annual  salary  fixed  at  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  He  shall  hold 
office  for  three  years. 

This  section  shall  take  effect  at  the  meeting  of  the  Commandery-hi-Chief 
in  the  year  1892. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  K.  Gould, 
Joseph  B.  Maccabe, 

W.  W.  BlSBY, 

R.  D.' Houlihan. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Brothers,  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  is  before  you.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  minor- 
ity report  from  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Brother  Archer  from  the  Committee 
on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  submits  a  minority  report  from 
that  committee.    It  will  be  read. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  read  the  minority  report  as  follows :  — 

MINORITY  REPORT. 

To  the  Commanclery-in- Chief : 

The  report  of  the  majority  is  concurred  in  except  as  to  the  recom- 
mendations therein  contained  upon  the  proposed  amendments  to  Con- 
stitution, submitted  by  the  Ohio  Division,  as  to  which  the  following 
minority  report  is  herewith  submitted  : 

Recognizing  the  present  condition  of  the  Order  as  evidenced  by 
the  official  reports  made  to  this  Comniandery-in-Chief,  of  the  failure  to 
comply  with  the  present  forms  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions of  the  Order,  and  a  manifested  disposition  to  conform  to  the  spirit 
of  the  amendment  made  at  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  to  the 
Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  believing  that  the  future  in- 
terests of  the  Order  require  a  further  extension  of  that  spirit  to  said 
Rules  and  Regulations,  the  following  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  are  herewith  recommended  :  — 

Adoption  of  Article  VI.,  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10. 

Adoption  of  Article  II.,-  Camp  Constitution,  Section  1,  and  repeal 
Sections  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7. 
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Adoption  of  Article  III.,  Camp  Constitution,  Section  1.  Articles 
III.  and  IV.,  Sections,  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5.    Repeal  Sections  1  and  2. 

Adopt  Article  IV.,  Sections  1  and  2. 

Repeal  Article  V.,  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5. 

Adopt  Article  V.,  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10. 

Adopt  Articles  VI.,  VII.,  VIII.,  IX.,  X.,  XI.,  XII.,  XIII.  and 
XIV. 

DIVISION  CONSTITUTION. 

Article  II.,  amend  Section  1,  parts  3  and  4,  Delegates.  Sections 
4  and  5  amend. 

Article  IV.,  Section  5,  strike. 
Article  V.,  Section  3,  part  3. 

COMMANDERY  CONSTITUTION. 

Article  I.,  Section  4,  amend. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Article  I.,  amend  Sections  1,  2,  3  and  4. 
Article  III.,  amend  Sections  1  and  2. 
Article  IV.,  amend  Sections  1,  2  and  4. 
Article  V.  ,  amend  Section  1. 
Article  VII.,  amend  Sections  3,  4  and  6. 
Article  VII.,  amend  Section  1. 

Article  IX.,  repeal  Section  2;  amend  Section  3  and  No.  2. 
Amend  4  to  3,  and  5  to  4. 

Article  VIII.,  amend  Section  1. 
Article  XIX.,  amend  Section  1. 

Article  XX.,  repeal  Section  1.    Amend  Section  2  to  1. 
Article  XXV.,  amend  Section  1. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  H.  ARCHER, 

Minority  Committee  C. ,  R.  and  R. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the 
minority  report  from  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations. 

W.  H.  Russell  of  Kansas :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of 
the  majority  report. 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  is  this  the  final 
report  from  this  committee? 

Edward  K.  Gould  of  Maine  :  I  will  say,  Commander,  we  have 
passed  on  all  matters  that  have  been  submitted  to  us. 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  understand  there 
are  some  other  matters  to  come  before  that  committee  that  have  not 
yet  been  submitted  to  the  committee. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  It  is  not  necessary  to  discharge  the 
committee  simply  because  they  have  made  this  report. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio :  Commander,  am  I  to  understand  that  the 
question  is  on  substituting  the  minority  report  for  the  majority  report, 
or  will  it  require  a  motion  of  that  kind? 


132 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  It  will  require  a  motion. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio :  Then,  Commander,  I  move  that  the  minor- 
ity report  be  substituted  for  the  majority  report  in  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  recommendations  from  the  Ohio  Division. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion;  and 
I  suggest  that  the  minority  report  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of  section 
by  section. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  question  is  on  the  motion  to 
substitute  the  minority  report  for  the  majority  report  in  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  recommendations  from  the  Division  of  Ohio.  If  there  is  no  ob- 
jection the  report  will  be  considered  section  by  section,  but  the  question 
is  now  on  the  substitution  of  the  minority  for  the  majority  report. 

James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana :  Commander,  if  Brother  Archer  will 
state  the  purport  and  effect  of  the  amendments  recommended  by  the 
Division  of  Ohio,  and  submitted  in  his  minority  report,  the  Encamp- 
ment would  be  able  to  vote  more  intelligently. 

The  Senior  Vice- Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  Brother 
Archer  will  be  heard  to  explain  the  purport  and  effect  of  the  amend- 
ments recommended  by  the  minority  report. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  the  first  article  is  a  provision 
for  acquiring  membership,  and  that  pVovision  is  similar  to  the  action  of 
the  Encampment  at  Indianapolis,  when  it  permitted  the  admission  of 
candidates  to  membership  in  the  Order  by  simply  giving  them  the  obli- 
gation and  presenting  the  badge.  That  is  to  simplify  the  form  under 
which  we  are  at  present  attempting  to  operate.  I  do  not  believe  that 
we  are  operating  under  it,  but  we  are  attempting  to  operate  under  it. 
It  is  to  authorize  the  Commander-in-Chief,  through  the  Division,  to  pre- 
sent a  candidate,  when  he  is  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Order  of 
Sons  of  Veterans,  a  diploma  of  membership,  so  that  he  may  have  some- 
thing to  show,  for  which  be  has  paid,  and  something  with  which  to 
preserve  a  record  to  himself  of  his  membership  in  the  Camp.  The 
same  formula  of  application  is  to  be  followed,  the  same  rule  as  to  refer- 
ence to  a  committee,  and  election  to  membership  must  be  had  at  a  regu- 
lar or  stated  meeting,  but  he  can  be  admitted  to  membership  by  orally 
assuming  the  obligation,  or  he  may  assume  the  obligation  by  subscrib- 
ing to  it  in  writing.  It  provides  that  membership  shall  not  be  less  than 
three  dollars,  and  the  annual  dues  not  less  than  one ;  and  when  he  pays 
his  dues  he  is  to  receive  a  membership  card,  and  I  might  say  in  this 
connection,  that  this  diploma  is  to  bear  a  number,  and  that  number  is 
to  stay  with  the  brother  so  long  as  he  lives  and  retains  his  membership. 
He  will  be  known  as  No.  1  or  No.  6  so  long  as  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Order. 

It  further  provides  that  the  present  membership  is  to  be  provided 
with  diplomas.  The  application  and  forms  are  to  be  provided  by  the 
Commandery-in-Chief ,  and  through  the  Divisions  they  are  to  be  fur- 
nished to  the  Camps,  and  the  Camps  shall  return  to  the  Divisions  the 
names  and  numbers  of  the  members  who  subscribed  to  these  applica- 
tion forms,  whereupon  the  Divisions  shall  issue  and  present  a  member- 
ship diploma;  for  which  it  is  recommended  that  a  fee  of  twenty-five 
cents  shall  be  charged. 
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Now  as  to  the  Camp  Constitution,  the  only  change  is  that  instead 
of  requiring  Camps  to  meet  monthly,  a  provision  is  made  that  there 
shall  be  one  annual  meeting,  and  at  that  annual  meeting  the  officers 
shall  be  elected  and  installed,  and  that  the  retiring  officer,  or  any  past 
officer,  is  authorized  to  install  the  new  officers  into  office,  without  wait- 
ing to  get  a  commission  from  the  Division  Commander.  Special  meet- 
ings may  be  called,  as  is  provided  for  at  the  present  time.  The  officers 
are  to  remain  the  same.  Their  duties  remain  the  same  and  the  only 
change  further  in  the  Constitution  is  in  the  First  Sergeant's  duties, 
and  that  is  that  he  shall  keep  a  record  in  which  shall  be  entered  these 
memberships  in  accordance  with  the  numbers  as  they  come  from  the 
Division. 

In  the  Division  Constitution,  in  Article  II.,  in  regard  to  member- 
ship, instead  of  using  the  words'"  Any  representative"  in  part  4  of 
Section  2,  it  is  intended  to  use  the  word  "  delegates,"  the  same  as  in 
Section  3.  For  vacancies  provision  is  made  that  the  representation  to 
a  Division  Encampment  can  be  filled  upon  giving  notice  of  twenty-four 
hours  in  writing,  and  calling  a  special  meeting ;  and  the  representation 
to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  shall  be  based  upon  the  number  of  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  at  the  annual  meeting  in  December.  Under  the 
head  of  Division  Officers  it  is  provided  that  the  Adjutant  shall  be  re- 
quired to  keep  his  record  of  membership,  maintaining  this  numerical 
order.  Under  Rules  ard  Regulations  the  provision  is  made  that  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  shall  issue  the  charter  upon  the  report  of  the 
Division  Commander,  or  the  mustering  officer  by  him  appointed,  and 
that  Division  Commanders  are  authorized  to  approve  and  muster  ? 
Camp  without  the  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Camp  charters  may  be  surrendered  by  a  Division  Commander  when 
the  membership  is  less  than  ten  and  in  his  judgment  the  best  interest  of 
the  Order  requires  it. 

Under  Article  VIII.,  Rules  and  Regulations,  Section  1,  Compensa- 
tion. .The  Adjutant-General  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars  and  the  Quartermaster-G-eneral  shall  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  said  salaries  to  be  paid  monthly  upon 
the  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Quartermaster-General's  department  shall  be  established  and 
fixed  permanently  for  three  years. 

These,  Senior  Vice-Commander,  are  in  substance  and  hurriedly, 
the  proposed  amendments  to  our  Constitution,  and  it  is  intended  that 
we  shall,  by  our  action  at  this  Commandery-in-Chief,  show  a  disposition 
to  authorize  the  doing  of  that  which  will  recognize  the  individual  mem- 
bers as  much  as  we  recognize  the  Captain,  the  Division  Commander,  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  or  any  other  elective  officer  in  any  of  the  Divi- 
sions or  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  It  is  to  present  to  him  a  memorial 
that  he  can  lay  up  and  treasure  and  preserve,  to  show  to  his  descend- 
ants an  evidence  that  he  was  once  a  member  of  an  Order  which  had 
courage  enough  to  preserve  the  record  of  his  father. 

Charles  S.  Davis  of  Maryland:  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
minority  report  of  this  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 
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James  D.  Rowen  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
and  that  is,  if  that  motion  prevails  it  carries  everything,  the  majority 
report  as  well,  to  the  table  with  it. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  That  is  undoubtedly  the  case.  The 
question  is  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  minority  report  on  the  table.  Are 
yon  ready  for  the  question? 

Charles  S.  Davis  of  Maryland  :  Then,  Commander,  with  the  con- 
sent of  my  second,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Does  the  seconder  of  the  motion 
consent  to  its  withdrawal?  [Cries  of  "  Consent,"  "  Consent."]  The 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  withdrawn. 

James  D.  Rowen  of  Iowa :  Commander,  I  move  as  a  substitute 
motion  that  the  majority  report,  so  far  as  there  is  no  objection  made 
to  it  in  the  committee,  be  taken  up  item  by  item  and  disposed  of;  and 
when  we  arrive  at  the  point  about  which  there  is  contention  in  the  com- 
mittee, all  the  other  matter  will  be  out  of  the  way,  and  then  this  En- 
campment can  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  that.  I  move  as  a 
substitute  that  we  take  up  the  majority  report  and  consider  it  section 
hy  section  until  we  come  to  the  report  with  reference  to  the  recommen- 
dations from  the  Division  of  Ohio. 

E.  II.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  we  are  already  doing  that. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  That  will  be  the  procedure  under 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair.  If  there  is  no  objection  the  first  thing  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  the  first  section  of  the  majority  report. 

James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  my  point  of  order  is  that 
the  original  motion  was  for  the  adoption  of  the  minority  report.  The 
succeeding  motion  was  that  the  majority  report  be  amended  by  the 
introduction  of  the  minority  report.  That  motion  is  now  before  us  and 
has  not  yet  been  voted  upon,  and  has  not  been  withdrawn.  Then  there 
was  a  motion  to  lay  that  motion  upon  the  table,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  withdrawn,  and  the  question 
now  before  the  house  is  upon  the  motion  to  adopt  the  minority  report. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  I  think  if  the  brothers  will  allow  this 
matter  to  proceed  in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  Chair,  the  Com- 
mandery  will  arrive  at  the  point  we  want  to  arrive  at  much  quicker 
than  in  any  other  way.  If  there  is  no  objection  I  will  rule  that  we 
take  up  the  majority  report  and  consider  it  section  by  section  until  we 
arrive  at  that  part  of  the  report  which  covers  the  recommendations 
from  the  Division  of  Ohio.  That  far  there  is  no  objection,  and  the 
minority  concurs  in  the  majority  report.  We  can  take  up  all  these 
matters  and  dispose  of  them,  and  then  consider  the  minority  report  on 
the  recommendations  from  the  Division  of  Ohio. 

James  D.  Rowen  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  I  move  if  there  be  no  ob- 
jection to  any  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  it  be  taken 
as  agreed  to,  without  a  vote  of  the  house. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commancler  :  It  is  so  ordered,  if  there  is  no  ob- 
jection. The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  will  proceed  with  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  section  by  section. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  C,  B.  &  B. 


135 


CONSIDERATION    OP  MAJORITY   REPORT    OP  COMMITTEE    ON  C,  R.   AND  R. 

Brother  Edward  K.  Gould,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  proceeded 
with  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  :  — 

"  Your  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report :  — 

"Upon  resolutions  offered  by  Past  Division  Commander  Marsh  of 
the  Illinois  Division,  the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing as  an  additional  section  to  Article  III.,  page  53,  of  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  :  — 

"  Section  5.  The  clues  of  brothers  who  serve  in  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States  in  time  of  war  may  be  remitted  by  the  Camps  of  which  they  are 
members  during  the  time  they  are  in  the  service,  and  while  so  remitted,  Camps 
and  Divisions  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  per  capita  tax  on  such  members. 
The  names  of  all  brothers  whose  dues  are  remitted  shall  be  reported  in  the 
quarterly  return,  together  with  the  time  during  which  said  remission  is  to 
continue.  " 

The  Senior'  Vice-Commander  :  Is  there  objection  to  this  section  of 
the  report  of  the  committee? 

Charles  L.  Pierce  of  California :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  as  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  that  came  before 
us,  I  want  to  ask,  does  that  go  back,  or  will  it  commence  with  the 
beginning  of  this  quarter? 

W.  A.  Personius  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  don't  know  how 
we  could  take  any  action  that  would  be  retroactive.  I  don't  believe 
we  could  make  an  amendment  that  would  take  effect  before  its  passage. 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts:  The  back  salary  legislation  in 
Congress  was  that  character.    Of  course  it  can  be  done. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Is  there  objection?  The  Chair 
hears  none.  If  there  is  no  objection  it  will  stand  adopted.  It  is  so 
adopted. 

Chairman  Gould  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  resolution  offered  by  the  Surgeon-General  in  his  report 
concerning  the  time  in  which  reports  to  the  Inspector-General,  Surgeon- 
General  and  Chaplain-in-Chief  must  be  presented,  and  the  penalty 
for  failing  to  comply  with  the  same,  is  returned  to  the  Encampment 
without  recommendation. 

"  I  will  read  the  resolution :  — 

"  Be  it  resolved,  That  the  reports  to  the  Departments  of  the  Inspector- 
General,  Surgeon-General  and  Chaplain- in-Chief  shall  be  made  not  later  than 
July  first  of  each  year.  The  officers  of  these  departments  are  hereby  forbidden 
to  accept  reports  after  this  date;  and  all  Divisions  failing  to  report  in  accord- 
ance with  this  resolution  shall  be  barred  from  representation  at  the  following 
meeting  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief . 

"  We  submit  this  without  recommendation." 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Brothers,  this  section  of  the  report 
is  before  you.    What  will  you  do  with  it? 

James  D.  Rowen  of  Iowa:  Commander,  under  the  report  of  the 
committee  there  is  nothing  before  us  on  that  matter. 
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W.  P.  Feeler  of  Kansas :  Commander,  I  suggest  that  the  date  be 
made  August  1,  for  this  reason:  The  Camp  Chaplain's  report  is  not 
due  until  the  30th  day  of  May ;  and  you  cannot  get  the  quarterly  re- 
ports of  Division  Quartermasters  in  much  less  than  thirty  or  forty  days  ; 
I  think  the  time  should  be  extended. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  There  is  no  motion  before  the  body.' 

W.  P.  Feder  of  Kansas :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  date  be 
made  August  1,  and  then  1  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  That  is  a  double  motion.  I  will 
have  to  rule  that  it  is  not  in  order  in  its  present  form,  as  it  embraces 
two  propositions.  With  your  consent,  I  will  divide  the  motion  and 
put  the  question  first  on  the  motion  to  change  the  date  from  July  1  to 
August  1.  .  Is  there  objection?    The  Chair  hears  none. 

W.  W.  Bisby  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  move  to  lay  this  motion  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  not  seconded. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  question  is  on  the  motion  to 
change  the  date  from  the  first  of  July  to  the  first  of  August.  All 
those  iu  favor  of  the  motion  will  sq  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of 
the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  same  sign.  [Cries  of 
"  Division,"  "  Division."]  A  division  is  called  for.  Those  in  favor 
of  the  motion  will  please  rise  and  stand  until  counted.  The  Adjutant- 
General  will  count.  Be  seated.  Those  opposed  will  please  rise.  The 
Adjutant-General  will  report. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Commander,  there  are  thirty-two  brothers 
voting  iu  the  affirmative  and  forty-five  in  the  negative. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  motion  is  lost,  thirty-two  vot- 
ing in  the  affirmative  and  forty-five  in  the  negative.  The  question  is 
now  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  Those  in  favor  of  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order. 
Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The  motion  is  not 
agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  is  not  adopted. 

Chairman  Gould  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows :  — 

"  We  recommend  that  the  changes  to  the  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations  proposed  by  the  Division  of  Ohio  be  non-concurred  in." 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Better  skip  that  for  the  present. 
Chairman  Gould  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  :  — 

"  We  recommend  that  Article  XXV.,  page  78,  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations, relative  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  be  amended  so  that  it 
will  read  as  follows  :  — 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

11  Section  1.  The  Quartermaster-General's  Department  shall  be  estab- 
lished and  be  made  permanent,  and  the  Quartermaster-General  be  made  directly 
accountable  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  indemnifying  the  Order  agaiust  loss  by 
a  bond  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  there  shall  be  upon  said  bond,  two  or  more 
sureties  each  of  whom  shall  qualify  in  a  sum  not  less  than  five  thousand  dol- 
lars and  in  the  aggregate  not  less  than  twice  the  sum  fixed  in  the  bond  ;  aDd 
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the  Quartermaster-General  shall  be  elected  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and 
his  annual  salary  fixed  at  $1,500  per  annum.  He  shall  hold  office  for  three 
years. 

"  This  section  shall  take  effect  at  the  meeting  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  in  the  year  1892." 

Right  here  I  might  remark  that  this  amendment  touches  simply  the 
bonds.  Under  the  old  clause  of  the  Constitution  it  is  fixed  arbitrarily 
that  there  shall  be  two  sureties  on  the  bond,  and  each  surety  shall  be 
worth  $20,000.  The  committee  considered  that  that  might  work  a 
hardship  on  some  brother,  and  we  have  given,  in  this  amendment,  the 
privilege  to  any  man  who  may  be  elected  and  chooses  to  have  more  than 
two  sureties,  the  aggregate  liability  of  all  shall  be  at  least  $20,000,  and 
the  responsibility  of  each  shall  be  at  least  $5,000. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Is  there  objection  to  this  section  of 
the  report  of  the  committee? 

F.  J.  Coates  of  Nebraska :  Commander,  I  would  move  to  amend 
that  bond  section  so  that  it  will  read,  "  A  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000 
to  be  given  by  a  Fidelity  Company  "  instead  of  individual  sureties. 

George  F.  Wolz  of  Nebraska:  Commander,  I  second  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  question  is  now  on  the  adop- 
tion of  Article  XXV.,  Section  1,  as  reported  by  the  committee  amended 
by  the  amendment  of  Brother  Coates.  All  those  in  favor  of  the 
motion  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Those 
opposed  the  same  sign.  The  ayes  have  it,  and  the  section  reported  by 
the  committee,  as  amended,  is  adopted. 

C.  D.  liooney  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  I  want  to  offer  a 
further  amendment  to  that  section,  and  that  is  that  the  premium  on  this 
bond  be  paid  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  for  the  Quartermaster- 
General. 

F.-J.  Coates  of  Nebraska:  Commander,  I  will  accept  that  as  a 
part  of  my  motion. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  That  will  have  to  be  made  as  an 
independent  motion. 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  make  that  as  an 
original  motion. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Gould :  That  concludes  the  majority  report.  It  is 
signed,  "  Respectfully  submitted,  Edward  K.  Gould,  Joseph  B.  Mac- 
cabe,  W.  W.  Bisby,  R.  D.  Houlihan." 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  That  disposes  of  the  majority  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations.  What 
shall  be  done  with  the  minority  report  of  Brother  Archer  of  Ohio? 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York :  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
minority  report  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York  :  Commander,  with  the  consent  of 
my  second  I  withdraw  the  motion  in  order  to  give  Brother  Archer  a 
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chance  to  put  the  recommendation  of  his  Division  before  the  Encamp- 
ment. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  is  withdrawn. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio :  Commander,  I  understood  that  upon  the 
conclusion  of  the  consideration  of  the  majority  report,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  section  in  reference  to  the  recommendations  from  the 
Division  of  Ohio,  the  minority  report  was  to  be  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered section  by  section. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  That  was  the  understanding  of  the 
Chair.  Brother  Archer  will  proceed  with  the  first  part  of  his  minority 
report. 

CONSIDERATION  MINORITY  REPORT,   C,    R.   AND  R. 

Brother  Archer  proceeded  with  the  minority  report  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  minority  report  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing :  — 

ARTICLE  VI. 

MEMBERSHIP,  HOW  ACQUIRED. 

"  Section  1.  Membership  in  the  Order  shall  be  acquired  by  making  appli- 
cation on  the  forms  provided  for  that  purpose  by  the  Commandery-in-Ohief  to 
a  Camp  at  a  stated  or  called  meeting  of  the  same.  Said  application  shall  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three  by  the  Captain  of  the  Camp.  Said  committee 
may  make  its  report  the  same  meeting,  and  a  ballot  may  be  had  at  that  or  any 
subsequent  meeting  of  the  Camp." 

R.  Shaw  Van  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
section  recommended. 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  I  object  to  the 
adoption  of  the  section  and  call  for  a  vote. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Objection  is  made  to  the  section  of 
the  report  read.  Brother  Shaw  Van  moves  its  adoption.  Is  there  any 
second  to  the  motion  ? 

W.  H.  Adams  of  Minnesota  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  My  point  of  order  is  that  the  question  is  not  upon  the  adoption 
of  this  report  article  by  article  and  section  by  section,  but  it  is  upon  the 
motion  to  adopt  the  majority  report,  which  was  a  substitute  motion 
offered  by  the  brother  over  there,  and  by  consent,  we  took  up  those 
portions  where  the  two  reports  did  not  conflict.  Now  the  question  be- 
fore this  house  is  upon  the  adoption  or  non-adoption  of  the  original 
report,  on  the  matter  covered  by  the  minority  report. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Chair  will  rule  that  the  point 
of  order  is  not  well  taken.  The  Chair  will  rule  that  it  is  in  order  to 
take  up  the  minority  report  section  by  section  and  consider  it  in  the 
same  way  that  the  majority  report  covering  these  matters  was  con- 
sidered. 

W.  H.  Adams  of  Minnesota:  And  the  Chair  rules  that  this  minor- 
ity report  is  before  the  house,  and  not  the  original  question,  not  the 
question  of  the  substitution  of  the  minority  report  for  the  majority 
report? 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  •  Chair  holds  that  we  must  take 
up  and  consider  both  of  them,  section  by  section,  clear  through.  We 
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considered  the  majority  report  with  the  exception  of  that  part  of  it 
which  referred  to  the  recommendations  from  the  Division  of  Ohio,  and 
this  minority  report  is  concerning  those  recommendations ;  and  the 
Chair  rules  that  its  consideration  is  now  in  order. 

W.  H.  Adams  of  Minnesota :  Then,  Commander,  I  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  decision  of  the  Chair  is  ap- 
pealed from.  Will  the  Junior  Vice- Commander  put  the  question  on  the 
appeal  ? 

W.  H.  Adams  of  Minnesota:  Commander,  I  withdraw  the  appeal. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio :  Commander  and  brothers,  if  you  will  allow 
these  sections  to  be  read,  and  then  if  you  want  to  discuss  them  all  right, 
and  if  you  want  to  adopt  them  all  right,  and  if  you  don't  want  to  adopt 
them,  all  right;  but  let  us  do  business  without  undertaking  to  rehearse 
all  the  parliamentary  law  and  usage  that  might  have  been  in  existence 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world  down  to  the  present  time.  [Cries  of 
-    "  Hear  them,"  "  Hear  them."] 

James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana:  Commander,  in  order  to  simplify  the 
question,  and  keep  the  majority  report  unentangled  from  the  minority 
report,  I  now  move  that  the  majority  report,  already  considered,  be 
now  adopted  as  a  whole. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
submit  that  you  can't  take  a  part  of  a  committee  report  in  that  way  and 
act  upon  it. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  point  of  order,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair,  is  well  taken.  The  motion  is  out  of  order.  The  question 
is  now  upon  the  section  of  the  majority  report  which  says  it  does  not 
concur  in  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Division  of  Ohio,  which 
was  passed  at  the  time  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair.  The  chairman 
of  the  committee  will  read  that  section  of  the  majority  report. 

Chairman  Gould  read  the  section  of  the  majority  report  referred  to 
as  follows  :  — 

"  We  recommend  that  the  changes  to  the  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations  proposed  by  the  Division  of  Ohio  be  non-concurred  in." 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio :  Commander,  the  Division  of  Ohio  will  en- 
deavor to  exist,  and  will  endeavor  to  retain  her  membership  in  her 
Camps,  notwithstanding  you  are  refusing  to  listen  to  our  suggestions. 
I  now  withdraw  the  recommendation  from  the  Division  of  Ohio,  and 
tell  you  to  do  what  you  please. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  object  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  recommendation  from  Ohio. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  If  there  is  objection,  the  withdrawal 
cannot  be  made. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  insist  that  this  matter  be 
decided  upon  its  merits. 

The  Senior  Vice- Com mander :  The  Chair  asked  for  the  reading  of 
that  portion  of  the  majority  report  which  bears  upon  this  question,  and 
it  has  been  read.    The  recommendation  of  the  majority  report  of  the 
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committee  is  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Division  of  Ohio  be  not 
concurred  in.  Do  I  hear  any  objection  to  tlje  adoption  of  this  section 
of  the  majority  report? 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio :  Commander,  I  object. 

James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of 
the  recommendation. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio :  Commander,  on  that  motion  I  demand  a 
call  of  the  roll. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  long  ago  a  motion  was  made 
to  substitute  the  minority  report  for  the  majority  report.  Pending  that 
motion,  by  unanimous  consent,  we  said  we  would  take  up  these  matters 
section  by  section. 

Quartermaster-General  Loebenstein  :  Commander,  Rule  of  Order 
No.  26  provides  for  this  case  exactly,  and  if  that  had  been  followed 
there  would  be  no  complications  here  at  all.  Rule  No.  26  says,  "  When 
a  majority  report  is  followed  by  a  report  from  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  former  shall  lay  upon  the  table  until  the  latter  is  presented, 
after  which  on  motion,  either  may  be  considered." 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  question  is  now  upon  the 
minority  report. 

W.  S.  Oberdorf  of  New  York :  Commander,  let  us  hear  the 
minority  report  of  the  committee. 

The  Senior  Vice- Commander :  The  motion  is  to  substitute  the 
minority  report,  and  Brother  Archer  will  proceed  with  the  reading  of 
the  minority  report. 

Brother  Archer  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  minority  report 
as  follows  :  — 

Sect.  2.  The  ballot  shall  be  with  white  and  black  balls,  and  a  clear 
ballot  required  for  election  to  membership.  Any.  application  which  may  be 
rejected  shall  not  be  again  received  until  the  expiration  of  six  months  there- 
after. 

Sect.  3.  After  the  election  to  membership  the  applicant  shall,  if  present, 
orally  assume,  .and  in  absence,  in  writing  subscribe  to  the  obligation  of  the 
Order ;  the  Captain  of  the  Camp  shall  forward  to  the  Division  Commander  a 
copy  of  the  application  with  a  certificate  of  the  election  to  membership  of  the 
applicant,  who  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  the  Record  of  Member- 
ship, which  shall  be  numbered  in  consecutive  order  received,  and  thereupon 
issue  and  return  to  the  Camp  a  diploma  of  membership  in  form  provided  by  the 
Commandery-in-Chief,  and  bearing  the  signature  and  seal  attested  by  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Commauder-in-Chief,  and  shall  be  conntersigued  by 
the  signature  aud  seal,  attested  by  the  Adjutant  of  the  Division  Commander. 

Sect.  4.  The  Membership  Fee  shall  be  $3.00,  and  aunual  dues  not  less 
than  one  dollar,  which  membership  fee  shall  accompany  the  application  and 
shall  entitle  the  applicant,  if  elected,  to  diploma  and  badge,  and  in  case  of 
rejection  of  applicant  the  fee  shall  be  returned  to  him. 

Sect.  5.  The  Captain  of  the  Camp  shall  forward  to  the  Division  Com- 
mander with  each  application  for  diploma  aud  badge,  $1  00. 

Sect.  6.  Applications  may  be  made  to  the  Division  Commander  direct, 
and  he  is  authorized  upon  satisfactory  investigation  to  issue  diploma  and 
membership  badges. 

Such  members  shall  be  known  as  "members  at  large"  and  shall  pay  the 
same  membership  fee  and  annual  dues  direct  to  the  Division  headquarters,  and 
upon  request  said  member  may  be  assigned  to  auy  Camp  in  the  Division  upon 
said  Camp  taking  action  the  same  as, in  cases  of  membership  on  transfer. 

Sect.  7.  Upon  application  of  any  member  in  good  standing  the  Captain 
shall  issue  a  transfer  card  of  membership. 
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Membership  may  be  acquired  on  transfer  by  making  application  to  a  Camp 
and  depositing  with  said  application  the  transfer  card  and  payment  of  one 
year's  dues. 

Sect.  8.  The  Division  Commander  may  issue  an  honorable  discharge  to 
any  member  of  a  Camp  in  good  standing,  and  members  of  Camps  who  were  in 
good  standing  at  the  time  of  dissolution  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from 
Division  Commander,  transfer  card  or  honorable  discharge. 

Sect.  9.  Dues  shall  be  paid  in  advance  from  date  of  admission  to  mem- 
bership ;  and  the  Captain  shall  cause  to  be  issued  to  each  member,  upon  payment 
of  dues,  a  membership  card  which  shall  be  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Coni- 
mandery-in-Chief,  and  bear  the  member's  number,  diploma  number,  and  past 
rank  by  him  held. 

Sect.  10.  The  present  membership  of  the  Order  shall  be  furnished 
diplomas  by  the  several  Divisions  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and  blanks  for  records  of  members  shall  be  for- 
warded to  Captains  of  each  Camp  who  shall  cause  each  member  to  sign  said 
application  form  and  return  same  to  Division  Headquarters.  The  numbers 
given  to  members  sha,ll  be  in  the  order  received  at  Division  Headquarters.  The 
fee  for  same  shall  be  twenty-five  cents  for  each  member. 

R.  Shaw  Van  of  Iowa  :  Senior  Vice-Commander,  I  now  move  the 
adoption  of  the  majority  report. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  motion  is  out  of  order.  The 
question  is  on  the  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  report  for  the  sec- 
tion of  the  majority  report  covering  the  recommendations  from  the 
Division  of  Ohio.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by 
the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Hands  down.  Those  opposed  the 
same- sign.  The  noes  seem  to  have  it.  The  noes  have  it,  and  the  mo- 
tion is  not  agreed  to.  The  question  now  recurs  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  majority  report  as  submitted.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will 
so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Hands  down.  Those 
opposed  the  same  sign.  The  ayes  seem  to  have  it.  The  ayes  have  it, 
and  the  majority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations  is  adopted. 

Next  in  order  will  be  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the 
last  Encampment  to  prepare  a  new  eligibility  clause  for  the  Constitu- 
tion. Brother  C.  T.  Orner  of  Illinois  is  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
Is  the  committee  ready  to  report? 

REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE  ON   ELIGIBILITY  CLAUSE. 

C.  T.  Orner  of  Illinois,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  to  draft  a  new  eligibility 
clause  for  the  Constitution,  submitted  the  following  report  :  — 

The  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  Sons 
oj  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

We,  your  committee,  appointed  by  authority  of  the  Sixteenth  An- 
nual Encampment  to  draft  a  new  eligibility  clause,  would  respectfully 
submit  the  following  as  our  report,  and  recommend  that  it  be  adopted 
in  lieu  of 

ARTICLE  V.    CHAPTER  I. 

Section  1.  All  male  descendants  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age,  of 
soldiers,  sailors  or  marines  who  served  in  the  Union  Army  or  Navy,  and  of  such 
State  troops  as  were  called  into  aclive  service  under  the  command  of  United 
States  officers,  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  who  were  in  the  service  at 
the  close  of  said  war,  or  who,  by  reason  of  death  or  honorable^  discharge, 
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severed  their  connection  therewith  before  the  close  of  said  war,  shall  be  eli- 
gible to  membership,  provided  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  who  has  ever  been 
convicted  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  who  has,  or  whose  father  has  ever  borne 
arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

C  T.  ORNER,  Chairman, 
W.  H.  RUSSELL. 

C  T.  Orner  of  Illinois :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of  this 
article. 

F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

J.  D.  Rowen  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  move  an  amendment  to  the 
article,  to  insert  immediately  after  the  words,  "  or  whose  father  has 
ever,"  the  word  "  willingly,"  so  that  the  sentence  will  read,  "  Or  whose 
father  has  ever  willingly  borne  arms  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America." 

C.  T.  Orner  of  Illinois :  Commander,  the  committee  will  modify 
the  wording  of  the  article  a  little,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  it  in  this 
form  :  — 

Section  1.  All  male  descendants,  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age,  of 
soldiers,  sailors  or  marines,  who  served  in  the  Union  Army  or  Navy,  and  of 
such  State  troops  as  served  under  the  command  of  United  States  general 
officers  during  the  Civil  War,  and  who  were  in  the  service  at  the  close  of  said 
war,  or  who  by  reason  of  death  or  honorable  discharge  severed  their  connection 
therewith  before  the  close  of  said  war,  shall  be  eligible  to  membership,  pro- 
vided that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  who  has  ever  been  convicted  of  any 
infamous  crime,  or  who  has,  or  whose  father  has  ever  willingly  borne  arms 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander,  I  move  to  amend 
the  wording  of  that  article  as  reported  by  the  committee,  by  striking 
out  the  words  "  male  descendants"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words,  "  sons  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age."  Strike  out  the 
words,  "  male  descendants  "  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  sons"  ; 
so  that  it  will  read,  "  All  sons  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age  of 
deceased  and  honorably  discharged  soldiers,"  etc.  ;  and  strike  out  the 
words  "  Union  Army"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  United  States  ser- 
vice," so  that  it  will  read,  "  In  the  United  States  service." 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Chair  hears  no  second  to  the 
amendments  moved  by  the  brother  from  Pennsylvania. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  submit 
the  following  amendment  to  the  committee :  To  strike  out  the  words, 
"  male  descendants  "  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  sons,"  so  as 
to  make  it  read,  "  All  sons  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age  of  de- 
ceased or  honorably  discharged  soldiers,  sailors  or  marines  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  during  the  Civil  War." 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  my  point  of  order  is  that  the 
rules  require  that  all  motions  and  amendments. shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  in  writing,  and  Brother  Hammer  is  not  conform- 
ing to  the  rule. 
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The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  There  is  such  a  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution, and  no  written  resolution  has  been  sent  in. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York:  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
motion  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Charles  L.  Pierce  of  California :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

W.  H.  Russell  of  Kansas :  Commander,  the  committee  have  now 
modified  the  clause  so  as  to  read :  — 

Section  1.  All  male  descendants  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age  of 
soldiers,  sailors  or  marines,  who  served  in  the  Union  Army  or  Navy,  and  of 
such  State  troops  as  served  under  the  command  of  United  States  officers  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War,  and  who  were  in  the  service  at  the  close  of  said  war,  or 
who  by  reason  of  death  or  honorable  discharge  severed  their  connection  there- 
with before  the  close  of  said  war,  shall  be  eligible  to  membership,  provided 
that  no  person  shall  be  eligible,  who  has  ever  been  convicted  of  any  infamous 
crime,  or  who  has,  or  whose  father  has  ever  borne  arms  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  America. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York  :  Commander,  by  consent  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  I  will  withdraw  my  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Charles  L.  Pierce  of  California :  Commander,  as  the  seconder  of 
that  motion  I  do  not  consent. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio :  Commander,  I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  so  as  to  make  it  read,  "  to  lay  this  matter  upon  the 
table  until  the  next  session  of  this  Encampment." 

Charles  L.  Pierce  of  California :  Commander,  I  am  willing  to 
accept  that  amendment. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  amendment  is  then  to  lay  this 
matter  over  until  tomorrow  mOrning.    Is  that  amendment  seconded? 

The  motion  was  not  seconded. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander,  I  move  to  amend 
the  section  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows  :  — 

"  All  male  descendants  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age  of  sol- 
diers, sailors  or  marines  who  were  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  such  State  troops  as  served  under  the  command  of  United  States 
officers." 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Is  there  a  second  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  Brother  Hammer?  The  Chair  hears  none.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  of 
the  motion  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  [Cries 
of  "  Division,"  "  Division."]  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so 
signify  by  rising  to  their  feet.  The  Adjutant-G-eneral  will  couut.  Be 
seated.  Those  opposed  to  the  motion  will  now  rise.  The  Adjutant- 
General  will  report. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Commander,  there  were  thirty-three  voting 
in  the  affirmative  and  fifty-seven  voting  in  the  negative. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is 
lost.    The  question  now  recurs  upon  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio :  And  on  that  question,  Commander,  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded  by  brothers 
from  two  other  Divisions. 
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The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  question  is,  shall  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by  the 
usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the 
same  sign.  The  previous  question  is  carried.  The  question  is  now 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  eligibility  clause  as  reported  by  the  committee. 
Those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign 
of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The  noes 
seem  to  have  it.  [Cries  of  "  Division,"  "  Division."]  A  division 
is  called  for.  Those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of-  the  eligibility  clause 
as  reported  by  the  committee,  will  rise  to  their  feet  and  stand  until 
counted.  The  Adjutant-General  will  count.  Be  seated.  Those  op- 
posed will  rise. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Commander,  there  are  fifty-one  voting  in 
the  affirmative  and  forty-three  voting  in  the  negative. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  clause  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee is  adopted. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  brother  will  state  his  point  of 
order. 

H;  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio :  Commander,  my  point  of  order  is  that 
the  Chair  is  in  error  in  pronouncing  the  eligibility  clause  as  reported 
by  the  committee  adopted.  It  is  a  constitutional  amendment,  and 
under  the  rules  requires  a  majority  of  the  aggregate  membership  of  the 
Encampment  to  adopt  it.  Fifty-one  is  not  a  majority  of  the  member- 
ship of  this  Encampment,  and  the  amendment  is  not  adopted. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Chair  must  rule  that  the  point 
of  order  is  well  taken,  and  the  Chair  Tvas  in  error.  Fifty-one  is  a  ma- 
jority of  those  voting,  but  is  not  a  majority  of  the  membership  of  the 
body,  such  as  is  .required  to  pass  a  Constitutional  amendment.  The 
section  is  not  adopted. 

E.  W.  Estes  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  Encamp- 
ment now  take  a  recess  until  9  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


WEDNESDAY  —  MORNING  SESSION. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  14,  1898,  9.30  o'clock  a.m. 

The  Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Encampment  will  please  come 
to  order.  If  there  are  any  brothers  present  who  have  not  yet  presented 
their  credentials  they  will  please  present  them  at  once  to  the  Adjutant- 
General,  in  order  that  they  may  be  passed  upon.  I  understand  that 
some  have  come  in  this  morning.  The  Adjutant- General  will  an- 
nounce the  names  of  brothers  whose  credentials  have  been  passed  upon 
by  the  committee  since  the  last  report ;  and  if  there  is  no  objection 
from  the  other  members  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  his  announce- 
ment will  be  taken  as  a  supplementary  report  of  that  committee. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Adjutant-General:  Commander,  the  credentials  of  Past  Com- 
mander W.  H.  Davis  of  the  Nebraska  Division,  Delegate  C.  E.  Sampson 
of  the  Nebraska  Division,  and  Alternate  H.  A.  Russell  of  the  Kansas 
Division  have  been  passed  upon  and  approved  by  the  Committee  on 
Credentials,  and  these  brothers  accordingly  are  entitled  to  seats  and 
votes  in  this  Encampment. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  brother's 
names  will  be  accredited  as  members  of  this  Encampment  and  placed 
upon  the  roll  call  this  morning. 

Before  proceeding  further  with  the  business  of  the  Encampment, 
the  Inspector-General  will  please  satisfy  himself  that  all  present  are 
entitled  to  remain. 

The  Inspector-General :  Commander,  all  present  are  entitled  to 
remain. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  I  am  informed  that  the  Adjutant- 
General's  book  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  we  will  defer  the  roll  call  for  a 
few  moments.    Are  there  any  committees  ready  to  report? 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois :  Commander,  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work  is  ready  to  report. 

FREE   ADMISSION   TO   THE   EXPOSITION  GROUNDS. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Before  taking  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  the  Chair  would  announce  that  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  whereby  all  members  of  this  Eucampmeut  who 
present  themselves,  wearing  the  badge  of  the  Order,  at  the  east  en- 
trance of  the  Exposition  grounds,  between  10  and  11  o'clock,  will  be 
admitted  to  the  Exposition  free  of  charge. 

PAST  HONORS   OF   COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  DARLING. 

There  is  one  more  matter  to  which  I  wish  to  allude.  It  has  come 
to  my  ears,  it  has  been  stated  to  me,  that  in  occupjung  this  Chair  as  the 
presiding  officer  of  this  Encampment,  I  am  taking  from  our  Comman- 
der-in-Chief his  past  rank.  I  wish  it  understood  positively  that  such 
is  not  the  case.  I  take  nothing  from  our  Commander-in-Chief  of  his 
past  honors  I  am  simply  acting  in.  his  place  and  for  him  during  this 
Encampment. 

We  will  now  proceed  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Reports. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  inasmuch  as  this  is  one  of 
the  most  important  reports  that  will  come  before  this  body,  1  think  it 
should  be  heard  by  the  entire  Encampment,  and  I  would  suggest  the 
probable  absence  of  a  quorum. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  Chair  will  rule  that  even  five 
members  of  the  Commandery  are  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness in  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  if  the  number  has  not  been  pre- 
scribed. I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  other  members  of  this  Encamp- 
ment should  not  be  present  at  this  time.  It  is  not  our  fault  if  they  are 
not  here. 

E.  W.  Estes  of  New  York :  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Section  5,  Article  III.,  page  38  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regu- 
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lations  says,  "  A  majority  of  all  the  officers  and  representatives  re- 
ported present  and  entitled  to  a  vote  in  the  Comnianclery-in-Chief,  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  all  business."  My  point  of 
order  is  that  there  is  not  a  quorum  present. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  submit  that  it  is  assumed 
that  there  is  a  quorum  present  until  a  roll  call  shows  that  there  is  not. 

GREETINGS   PROM  HIE  L.  A.  is. 

C.  T.  Orner  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  am  informed  that  a  com- 
mittee from  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  is  in  waiting  to  present  the  greet- 
ings of  that  body  to  our  Order. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Up  to  the  present  time  the  roll  call 
has  not  been  called,  and  there  is  no  proof  that  there  is  not  a  quorum 
present;  but  to  obviate  any  question  about  that  matter,  if  we  will  now 
receive  this  committee  from  the  Ladies'  Aid  there  will  probably  be  a 
quorum  present  when  we  are  ready  to  resume  business. 

C.  T.  Orner  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  Encampment 
take  a  recess  of  five  minutes  for  the  reception  of  the  committee  from 
the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  receive 
them . 

The  motion  was  secouded. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Chair  will  appoint  as  such 
committee  Brother  Orner  of  Illinois,  Brother  Goulding  of  Massachu- 
setts, Brother  Church  of  Illinois,  Brother  Haycraft  of  Minnesota  and 
the  Inspector-General.  The  committee  will  receive  the  ladies  and 
escort  them  to  the  platform. 

The  Encampment  now  takes  recess  for  five  minutes. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Commander  escorted  the  com- 
mittee from  the  Ladies'  Aid  to  the  platform. 

C.  T.  Orner  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  have  the  honor  of  intro- 
ducing to  this  Encampment  the  committee  from  the  Ladies'  Aid  So- 
ciety, who  have  come  here  to  give  us  their  annual  greeting. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  to  you  Miss  Freemans  of  Col- 
orado, Miss  Wallace  of  Indiana,  Miss  Russ  of  Iowa,  Miss  Kuhn  of 
Nebraska,  and  Miss  Fielding  of  Ohio. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Ladies,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  re- 
ceive 3'oa  at  ihis  time,  and  unquestionabty  the  Encampment  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  your  greeting. 

Miss  Freemans  :  Sons  of  Veterans,  Greetings.  We  are  a  committee 
to  bring  to  }'ou  the  greetings  of  your  Ladies'  Auxiliary.  For  your 
deeds  in  the  past  we  congratulate  you,  and  for  your  future  we  tender 
our  best  wishes.  Recent  tests  have  proven  that  with  the  freedom 
of  our  country  entrusted  to  our  Sons  of  Veterans,  "  our  flag  is  still 
there."  Our  hopes  for  your  Order  can  best  be  expressed  by  the  simple 
lines  : 

"  Yon  meet  asfain  iu  council,  your  labors  to  review, 
The  present  to  consider,  the  future  to  construe. 
May  wisdom  guide  you  iu  the  right,  in  all  you  do  and  say ; 
That  good  fruit  may  oft  be  reaped  from  seeds  sown  here  today." 

[Applause.] 
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The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Brothers,  I  fully  realize  my  inability 
to  respond  to  the  greeting  of  the  ladies  in  an  appropriate  manner.  I 
have  ordered  out  a  detail  to  search  for  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Mac- 
cabe  and  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Russell,  and  the  detail  has  not 
succeeded  in  bringing  them  in. 

I  will  say  to  the  ladies  on  behalf  of  the  Order  that  it  gives  us  great 
pleasure  at  this  time  to  receive  their  greetings.  We  know  full  well  the 
work  you  are  doing,  and  appreciate  the  assisting  hand  which  you  hold 
out  to  us  as  an  organization.  We  hope  that  the  future  of  your  organ- 
ization may  be  bright  and  prosperous,  and  that  the  help  and  assistance 
which  you  have  extended  to  us  in  the  past  may  ever  be  held  out  to  us. 
You  are  heartily  welcome.  [Applause.] 

The  committee  from  the  Ladies'  Aid  retired,  escorted  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Senior  Vice-Commander. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Encampment  will  now  come  to 
order.    The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll. 

(Roll  call  No.  3.) 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Commander,  the  Committee  on  Credentials 
have  to  report  that  they  have  passed  upon  the  additional  credentials 
presented  by  the  Division  of  Iowa  certifying  that  Brother  J.  H.  York 
has  been  appointed  substitute  for  delegate-at-large. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  report  will  be  received  and 
adopted  if  there  is  no  objection.  The  Chair  hears  none  and  it  is  so 
ordered . 

Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  Noel  will  take  the  station  of 
Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief ,  and  Brother  Parkinson  of  New  York 
will  act  as  Junior  Vice-Commander. 

The  next  business  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work.  We  will  hear  from  Brother 
Abbott,  chairman  of  that  committee. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  OFFICERS'  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Chairman  Abbott  submitted  and  read  the  following  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work. 

To  the  Officers  and  Brothers  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment 
of  the  Commander  y-in- Chief  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 
Your  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work 
respectfully  reports  as  follows  :  — 

At  the  request  of  the  Acting  Commander-in-Chief  we  increased 
the  membership  of  our  committee,  by  adding  to  its  membership,  Past 
Col.  H.  E.  Cowdin  of  Michigan.  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Maccabe 
was  relieved  by  the  Commander  from  serving  on  this  committee.  Much 
of  the  work  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  on  Constitution,  Rules 
and  Regulations  was  passed  directly  to  said  committees  without  passing 
through  the  hands  of  this  committee. 
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While  we  would  be  pleased  to  dwell  in  particular  upon  the  excel- 
lence of  the  report  of  each  officer  submitted  to  the  Commandery- in- 
Chief,  time  and  space  will  not  permit,  but  that  each  has  performed  his 
duty  faithfully  and  well  is  evident  from  the  good  shape  in  which  we 
find  the  Order,  and  the  Commandery-in-Chief  should  feel  grateful  for 
the  fidelity  and  assiduity  each  has  displayed  in  his  particular  field  of 
work. 

That  our  beloved  Commander-in-Chief  responded  early  to  his 
country's  call  and  is  now  away  serving  loyally  in  a  foreign  land,  is 
sufficient  commendation  of  his  work,  and  a  sublime  example  that  the 
teachings  of  our  Order  are  not  vain  words,  and  that  as  its  chief  repre- 
sentative he  has  placed  our  star  high  in  the  firmament  of  our  Nation's 
glory,  winning  our  sublime  admiration  and  applause.  [Applause.] 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  report 
of  this  committee  will  be  considered  under  the  rule  adopted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  reports  of  other  committees  of  this  Encampment,  that 
is,  section  by  sectiou.  You  have  heard  the  reading  of  the  report  thus 
far.  If  there  is  no  objection  it  will  be  taken  as  concurred  in.  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Abbott :  Taking  up  the  decisions  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  we  recommend  that  all  the  decisions  of  Commander-in-Chief 
Darling  be  approved,  with  the  exceptions  hereinafter  noted  :  : — 

Decision  XVIII.  This  decision  holds  that  if  a  Division  Encamp- 
ment fixes  upon  a  charge  to  be  made  for  the  issuance  of  commissions  to 
Camp  officers,  and  such  officers  decline  to  pay  such  charge,  that  the 
Division  Commander  may,  after  notice  to  the  delinquent,  order  the 
officer  next  in  rank  to  assume  command  of  the  Camp. 

Your  committee  cannot  concur  in  this  decision  for  the  reason  that 
in  our  opinion  when  a  brother  is  elected  and  duly  installed  in  his  office, 
his  commission  as  such  officer  cannot  be  withheld  for  any  reason  by  the 
authority  whose  duty  it  is  under  the  supreme  law  of  the  Order  to  issue 
such  commission,  but  that  the  law  requiring  the  issuance  of  a  commis- 
sion to  a  duly  elected  and  installed  officer  is  mandatory  and  admits  of 
no  further  contingencies. 

This  decision  is  reversed. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  this  sec- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  recommending  the  reversal  of  the 
decision,  No.  18,  of  Commander-in-Chief  Darling.  Is  there  any  objec- 
tion to  this  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee? 

Edward  K.  Gould  of  Maine  :  Commander,  I  wish  to  say  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  is  directly  in  opposition  to  the  action 
of  this  Encampment  taken  some  years  ago.  The  decision  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief is  right  in  line  with  the  precedents. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander:  There  being  objection,  the  question 
is  on  the  adoption  of  this  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  Those 
in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting 
sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The 
ayes  seem  to  have  it.  The  ayes  have  it,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
is  adopted. 
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Chairman  Abbott :  Decision  XXIII.  This  decision  holds  that  a 
Past  Captain  joining  a  Camp  by  transfer,  takes  precedence  as  such  in 
said  Camp  from  the  date  of  his  admission,  rather  than  from  the  date 
when  he  acquired  his  past  honors. 

Your  committee  does  not  believe  this  to  be  the  law,  but  would  hold 
that  such  Past  Captain  would  rank  in  seniority  from  the  date  of  his 
attaining  his  past  rank. 

The  decision  is  reversed. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander :  Is  there  any  objection  to  this  sec- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee?  If  not,  it  will  stand  as  adopted. 
The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Abbott :  Decision  XXVI.  This  decision  is  of  the  same 
tenor  as  Decision  XXIII.,  and  is  reversed  for  the  same  reason. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander :  Is  there  any  objection  ?  If  not  it 
will  stand  as  adopted.    The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and  it  is  adopted. 

Chairman  Abbott:  Decision  XI.  In  the  Fremont  Tietze  case, 
while  we  sustain  the  right  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  grant  a  rehear- 
ing in  this  case  upon  the  ground  of  newly  discovered  evidence,  we  must 
hold  that  his  action  in  trying  and  adjudicating  the  matter  was  unauthor- 
ized and  void,  and  that  such  hearing  should  have  been  referred  to  this 
Commandery.  However,  we  have  taken  jurisdiction  of  the  case  and 
having  duly  considered  all  the  evidence,  we  find  that  the  eligibility  of 
said  Fremont  Tietze  is  clearly  established.  In  view  of  such  conclu- 
sion we  recommend  that  said  Fremont  Tietze  be  permitted  to  make 
application  to  any  Camp  of  the  Order,  and  that  any  disabilities  existing 
on  account  of  any  previous  action  of  this  body  be  removed. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander:  Is  there  any  objection?  If  not,  it 
will  stand  adopted.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and  it  will  stand 
adopted. 

Chairman  Abbott :  The  special  orders  issued  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  have  been  reviewed  and  their  approval  recommeuded. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  this  section 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  approved.  The  Chair  hears  none 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Abbott :  In  the  matter  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Senior  Vice- Commander-in-Chief,  that  in  view  of  the  work  of  Adjutant 
Eddy  of  the  Michigan  Division,  he  be  given  a  medal  of  honor ;  while  we 
recognize  his  splendid  and  successful  work  in  the  raising  of  Companies 
"  L"  of  the  Thirty-third  and  "  B  "  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, many  others  have  also  done  similar  work,  and  it  would  not  be 
just  to  single  out  one  individual  upon  whom  to  confer  this  distinction. 
We  recommend  that  it  be  not  concurred  in. 

The  Junior  Vice- Commander  :  Is  there  any  objection  to  this  section 
of  the  report?  If  not,  it  will  stand  adopted.  The  Chair  hears  no 
objection  and  it  is  adopted. 

Chairman  Abbott :  In  the  matter  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Adjutant-General,  in  regard  to  Gould's  Digest.  We  consider  it  a 
creditable  compilation  of  the  opinions  and  decisions  heretofore  rendered 
by  Commanders-in-Chief  and  Judge  Advocates-General,  and  commend 
it  as  such  to  officers  and  members  of  the  Order. 
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The  Junior  Vice-Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  section 
will  stand  adopted.    The  Chair  hears  none  and  it  is  so  adopted. 

Chairman  Abbott :  In  reference  to  the  matter  of  bonds  —  that  is, 
the  question  of  giving  surety  bonds,  giving  Camps  and  Divisions  and 
Commander-in-Chief  authority  to  accept  surety  bonds  in  place  of  per- 
sonal bonds,  we  recommend  that  in  States  where  there  is  statutory  pro- 
vision for  surety  bonds,  that  Camps  or  Divisions  may  receive  the  same, 
and  the  paying  for  them  shall  be  optional,  or  shall  be  a  matter  of 
arrangement  between  the  parties  to  the  bond. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander  :  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  section  ? 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  understand  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  that  he  apprehends  that  in  some  States  a  surety 
company  bond  would  not  be  good.  I  confess  that  I  can't  understand 
that  situation.  I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that  in  many  of  the  States 
there  are  conditions  attached  to  official  bonds  in  this,  that  they  shall  be 
signed  by  freeholders,  etc.,  but  that  does  not  refer  to  this  Order. 
There  could  be  no  question  in  the  world  in  my  judgment  but  what  a 
surety  company's  bond  anywhere  in  the  United  States  is  a  good,  com- 
mon law  bond ;  and  therefore  I  see  no  purpose  in  discriminating  with 
reference  to  States,  if  it  make  the  distinction. 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  I  move  this  section 
lay  on  the  table.  As  I  understand,  this  matter  is  explicitly  covered  by 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

Chairman  Abbott :  In  that  case,  Commander,  it  may  be  considered 
as  withdrawn. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander :  Is  there  any  objection  from  any 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  to  the  withdrawing  of 
this  section  of  the  report?  If  not,  it  may  be  withdrawn.  The  Chair 
hears  none  and  this  section  is  withdrawn. 

Chairman  Abbott :  The  recommendation  of  the  Surgeon-General 
regarding  the  date  of  submitting  reports,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

The  Junior  Vice- Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  section 
read  is  concurred  in.    The  Chair  hears  none  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Abbott :  We  recommend  that  the  petition  of  Camp  No. 
9,  Division  of  Connecticut,  relative  to  a  Past  Division  Commander 
receiving  past  honors  or  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  be  denied,  on 
the  ground  that  we  have  no  constitutional  right  to  grant  the  same. 

Chairman  Abbott :  The  resolutions  referred  to  in  the  last  recom- 
mendation are  as  follows  :  They  are  in  the  form  of  resolutions,  but  it 
is  really  a  petition. 

Whereas,  Lucien  F.  Burpee  was  duly  elected  a  member  of  and  initiated 
iuto  Chatfleld  Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans,  of  Waterbury,  New  Haven  County, 

Connecticut,  in  1884,  and  continued  an  active  member  thereof  until  ,  wdien 

said  Camp  disbanded,  at  which  time,  at  his  request,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  our  Order,  holding  the  rank  of  Past  Colonel;  and 

Whereas,  SaidrLucien1  F.  Burpee  became  an  active  member  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  Camp  No.  9  in  1896,  July  13,  which  Camp  was  organized  in  1894, 
and  has  since  continued  to  be  and  still  is  an  active  member  thereof;  now, 
therefore 
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Be  it  resolved  By  tliis  Camp  that  it  is  our  firm  belief  and  claim  that  said 
Lucien  F.  Burpee  by  said  discharge  did  not  forfeit  his  said  honors,  and  that  if 
he  did  he  became  reinvested  with  them,  and  all  the  rights  and  privileges  inci- 
dent thereto,  upon  his  initiation  into  said  Camp  Abraham  Lincoln  No.  9, 
July  13,  1896;  and 

Beit  further  resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  properly  authenti- 
cated, be  presented  at  the  next  annual  Encampment  of  our  Order,  to  be  held  at 
New  Haven  on  the  11th  clay  of  February,  1898,  with  the  request  that  they  be 
adopted  and  forwarded  to  the  next  annual  Encampment  for  action  thereon. 

Dated  at  Waterbury,  this  7th  day  of  February,  A.D.  1898. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander  :  Yon  have  heard  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee.  It'  there  is  no  objection  to  this  section  of  the  report 
it  will  stand  as  adopted.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and  it  is  so 
adopted. 

Chairman  Abbott :  In  regard  to  the  eligibility  clause  recommended 
by  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  the  same  was  referred  to  the  special 
committee  on  that  subject. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  section 
of  the  report  read  will  be  adopted.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and 
it  is  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Abbott :  We  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  Brother 
Stillings  relative  to  military  instruction  in  public  schools. 

Chairman  Abbott :  The  recommendation  of  Brother  Stillings 
referred  to  by  the  committee  is  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  8,  1898. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  National  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Brothers:  Having  been  detailed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  in 
General  Orders  No.  6,  to  take  charge  of  matters  relating  to  the  securing 
of  national  legislation  furthering  the  interest  of  military  instruction  in 
public  schools,  I  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows :  — 

A  bill  was  introduced  in  the  Fifty-fifth  Congress ;  in  the  House  on 
Jan.  14,  1898,  by  Representative  Hull  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  ;  in  the  Senate  on  Jan.  25,  1898,  by  Senator  Bur- 
rows, which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  legislation  caused  by  the  late  war, 
it  was  deemed  inadvisable  to  press  this  matter,  as  the  main  object, 
which  was  the  detailing  of  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  ( both  com- 
missioned and  non-commissioned)  to  act  as  instructors  in  military  drill 
in  public  schools,  could  not  possibly  be  attained  during  this  period. 

Thus  practically  no  advancement  has  been  made,  though  the  pros- 
pect for  successful  work  during  the  coming  sessions  of  Congress  should 
be  very  good  indeed. 

I  received  communications  from  nearly  all  Division  Headquarters, 
detailing  brothers  for  duty  in  this  work,  but  have  not  issued  instructions 
for  the  reasons  previously  stated. 

All  papers  and  instructions  are  properly  filed  and  ready  for  the 
continuation  of  the  work. 
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In  conclusion  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  similar  detail 
be  made  Ity  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief,  as  the  opportunity  for 
advancement  in  this  direction  is  doubly  good ;  the  lessons  taught  by 
our  late  war  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

Respectfully  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

CHARLES  A.  STILLINGS. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander  :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  will  be  concurred  in.  The  Chair  hears  no 
objection  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Abbott :  Commander,  that  concludes  the  report.  It  is 
respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L.,  and  signed  "  George  B.  Abbott, 
Chairman,  William  E.  Bundy,  W.  II.  Russell,  and  H.  E.  Cowdin, 
Secretary." 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  as  a  whole. 

L.  E.  Merchant  of  Michigan:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  report  of  the  committee  adopted 
as  a  whole. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE   ON  C. ,  R.  AND  R. 

E.  K.  Gould  of  Maine :  Commander,  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution, Rules  and  Regulations  have  another  report  they  would  like  to 
make. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  (having  resumed  the  chair)  :  If  there 
is  no  objection  we  will  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules 
and  Regulations.    The  Chairman  will  proceed. 

Chairman  Gould  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations,  submitted  the  following  report :  — 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Officers  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  En- 
campment, Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  recommend 
the  following  amendment  to  Chapter  V.,  Article  VII.,  page  61,  of  the 
Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  as  follows :  — 

Section  8.  In  all  cases  where  bonds  are  required  to  be  furnished  by 
officers  of  Camps,  Divisions,  and  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  the  bond  of 
any  surety  company  authorized  to  do  business  in  the  State  iu  which  the  officer 
is  required  to  give  the  bond,  or  any  company  authorized  to  transact  business 
under  an  act  of  Congress  approved  August  13,  1894,  may  be  accepted  as  sole 
suretj  thereon ;  and  the  premium  on  the  bond  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  shall 
be  defrayed  from  the  funds  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  sup- 
plementary report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations. The  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the  report.  If  there  is  no 
objection  the  report  will  stand  as  adopted.  The  Chair  hears  none  and 
it  is  so  ordered.  The  report  will  stand  adopted  as  read.  What  is  the 
further  pleasure  of  the  Commandery? 


BE  POET  OF  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE. 
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Harlan  Thomas  of  Colorado :  Commander,  the  Committee  on  Res- 
olutions is  prepared  to  make  a  partial  report. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  We  will  hear  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Harlan  Thomas  of  Colorado,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions, submitted  the  following  report :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment, 

Commandery-in- Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions  submitted  to  the 

committee  by  Camp  No.  ,  Division  of  ,  Sons  of  Veterans, 

U.S.A.:  — 

Whereas,  Recognizing  the  true  patriotism,  self-sacrifice  and  prompt  obe- 
dience to  the  call  of  their  country  by  the  many  Sons  of  Veterans,  whether 
members  of  the  Order  or  not,  wish  to  record  our  appreciation,  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  names  of  members  of  this  Camp  who  are  now,  or  have 
been,  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  of  America  during  the  Spanish 
or  Cuban-American  War  of  1898,  be  transferred  to  a  roll  of  honor,  and  that 
they  be  relieved  from  payment  of  all  dues. 

That  Sons  of  Veterans,  not  now  members  of  the  Order,  who  served  in  the 
United  States  army  or  uavy  in  the  Spanish  or  Cuban-American  War  of  1898  be 
invited  to  become  members  of  the  Order  aud  this  Camp,  and  upon  favorable 
action  being  taken  upon  their  application  and  their  initiation,  their  uames  be 
entered  on  the  rolls  of  this  Camp  as  honorary  members,  and  they  be  relieved 
from  the  payment  of  all  dues. 

That  all  honorary  members  shall  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
active  members  (except  the  right  to  election  as  Captain,  Pirst  aud  Second 
Lieutenants,  and  members  of  the  Camp  Council) .  Provided,  however,  if  desiring 
to  enter  the  line  of  office  they  may  do  so  by  tendering  the  dues,  and  shall  there- 
after become  active  members  and  subject  to  all  dues. 

That  the  foregoing  does  in  no  way  relieve  the  Camps  from  per  capita  tax 
to  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  which  shall  be  the  same  as  now,  on  all  members 
in  good  standing  in  the  Camp. 

These  resolutions  are  not  signed  and  the  committee  does  not  recom- 
mend their  adoption. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  report  of 
the  committee  will  be  concurred  in.  1  hear  no  objection  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

Chairman  Thomas  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  rank  of  Past  Captain  be  conferred  upon  Johu  P.  Jenkins 
of  P.  C  Van  Wyck  Camp,  No.  101,  Division  of  New  York. 

This  resolution  is  offered  by  the  New  York  delegation  and  is  ac- 
companied by  the  following  statement  from  the  Commander  of  that 
Division,  and  James  R.  Swain,  Delegate-at-Large  :  — 

"  John  S.  Jenkins  served  as  Captain  of  Post  92  of  the  Post  System, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  New  York.  His  Camp  was  in  existence  a  number 
of  years  prior  to  the  consolidation  in  New  York.  Owing  to  dissension 
in  the  Post  it  was  permitted  to  die,  and  Jenkins  and  the  best  class  of 
the  members  of  the  Post  formed  a  Camp  in  Sing  Sing  which  is  now 
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pursuing  an  honorable  existence  in  the  New  York  Division.  Applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  New  York  Division  several 
years  ago  for  information  regarding  the  possibility  of  having  past 
honors  conferred  upon  Brother  Jenkins,  but  the  matter  has  never  been 
presented  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  until  now.  We  cordially  hope 
that  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  request  of  the  delegation  being 
granted.  If  the  committee  cares  to  have  any  further  information  we 
will  be  pleased  to  impart  it. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  resolution  be  concurred  in. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  No  objection  being  offered,  the 
section  will  stand  adopted  as  read.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and 
it  is  so  adopted. 

Chairman  Thomas  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  :  — 
The  following  resolution  and  recommendation  were  passed  by  the 
Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A.,  and  directed  to  be  presented  to  the  Seventeenth 
Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  :  — 

Headquarters  Gen.  Geo.  G.  Meade  Camp  No.  16,  \ 
S.  of  V.,  Pennsylvania  Division,  U.S.A.  ) 

Reading,  Pa.,  June  10,  1898. 

To  the  Colonel,  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Eighteenth  Division  En- 
campment, Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Brethren:  At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Camp,  held  on  Tuesday, 
May  31,  1898,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  :  — 

Whereas,  On  June,  1888,  this  Camp  did  court-martial  Brother  James 
Houser  for  conduct  unbecoming  a  member  in  his  relations  to  the  Order,  and 

Whereas,  Said  James  Houser  has  expressed  his  sincere  repentance  and  has 
made  a  written  request  to  be  again  allowed  to  become  a  member  of  this  Camp, 
therefore 

Besolved,  That  we,  the  brothers  of  Meade  Camp,  No.  16,  S.  of  V.,  do  re- 
spectfully petition  the  Eighteenth  Division  Encampment  to  instruct  the  dele- 
gates to  the  National  Encampment  to  endeavor  to  have  the  verdict  of  "Dishon- 
orable discharge"  of  said  court-martial  set  aside  and  said  James  Houser  rein- 
stated as  a  member  of  this  Camp. 

Respectfully  yours,  in  F.,  C.  and  L. , 


Attest  : 

H.  A.  Gable,  1st  Sergeant. 


George  F.  Eckert,  Captain. 
Ben  F.  Hollenback, 
L.  S.  Ramsey, 

Committee. 


Your  committee  recommends  favorable  action  by  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief  on  this  resolution. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  ;  is  there  any  objection?  If  there  is  no  objection 
it  will  stand  adopted  as  read.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and  it  is 
so  adopted. 
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Chairman  Thomas  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  :  — 

Phillipsburg,  Pa.,  June  14,  1898. 

Resolutions  presented  by  direction  of  Captain  Edgar  H.  Ruhl 

Camp  No.  33,  S.  of  V.,  U.S.A. 

Resolved,  That  this  Division  Encampment  instruct  its  delegates  to  Com- 
manclery-in-Chief  Encampment,  to  be  held  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  to  ask  that  the 
honors  and  rank  of  Past  Captain  be  restored  to  brothers  John  C.  Hoffman  and 
Robert  S.  Stable,  of  Camp  33,  York,  Pa. 

The  reasons  for  the  above  requests  are  hereunto  set  forth  in  Ex- 
hibits A  and  B. 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

Paul  Smyser,  Past  Captain. 
H.  G-.  Ligpitner,  Past  Captain. 
J.  C.  Cole,  Delegate. 
John  W.  Stahle,  Delegate. 
Edward  W.  Neuman,  Delegate. 

EXHIBIT  A. 

That  Brother  J.  C.  Hoffman  having  served  faithfully  and  honorably 
as  Captain  of  the  aforesaid  Camp,  was  through  and  by  the  careless- 
ness or  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  Quartermaster-Sergeant,  dropped 
from  the  roll  of  the  Camp. 

Brother  Hoffman  is  now  a  member  of  our  Camp  (for  the  past  five 
years)  and  was  the  first  Captain  of  our  Camp. 

EXHIBIT  B. 

Brother  R.  S.  Stahle  was  a  member  in  good  standing  and  was 
serving  his  second  term  as  Captain  when  he  was  shot  down  in  front  of 
the  Captain's  station  in  the  Camp  room,  by  a  member  whom  he  thought 
his  friend,  without  a  moment  s  warning.  His  life  hung  in  the  balance 
for  a  long  time  and  he  allowed  himself  to  be  dropped  owing  to  the  re- 
pugnance he  felt  to  visiting  the  scene  of  his  shooting. 

He  is  now  a  member  again  and  we  ask  the  restoration  of  his 
honors  for  the  good  of  Camp  33. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion? If  not,  it  will  stand  adopted.  The  Chair  hears  none  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

Chairman  Thomas  continued  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  :  — 

Philadelphia,  May,  1898. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  Eighteenth  Division  Encampment, 
Pennsylvania  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans. 

Understanding  that  Congress  is  authorizing  the  construction  of 
many  new  war  ships  for  the  United  States  Navy,  some  to  be  named 
after  States  and  Territories  and  others  after  distinguished  men ;  and 

Whereas,  Abraham  Lincoln,  whose  name  as  yet  has  not  been  honored 
in  the  selection  of  names  for  any  vessel  of  the  navy ;  who  in  life  was  one  of 
the  greatest  and  most  honest  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  true  to  the  trust 
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that  God  and  Ms  people  had  placed  upon  him ;  a  man  gentle  in  spirit  and 
charitable  to  all  men ;  having  no  selfish  aim  or  ambition  for  his  own  future 
welfare,  but  a  life  devoted  faithfully  in  love  to  the  uplifting  of  a  poor  and 
down-trodden  race,  that  they  might  be  free  to  share  and  enjoy  the  blessings 
that  their  Creator  had  given  them,  and  assured  in  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence that  all  men  were  created  "  free  and  equal,"  and  who  gave  his  life  as  a 
final  sacrifice,  that  we  might  have  a  united  country  under  one  flag,  redeemed 
from  slavery  into  liberty  with  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  "  that  a  government  of 
the  people,  for  the  people,  and  by  the  people,  should  not  perish  from  the  earth  " ; 
Therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
petition  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  held 
at  Omaha,  Neb.,  to  prepare  a  resolution  and  present  it  to  Congress,  asking 
them  to  make  an  exception  and  name  a  United  States  battleship  "Abraham 
Lincoln." 

(Signed)  EDEN  M.  BALLANTINE. 

Endorsed  : 

W.  B.  McNulty,  Quartermaster. 

The  committee  recommends  favorable  action  by  the  Comrnanclery- 
in-Chief  upon  the  resolution,  but  recommends  the  striking  out  of  the 
word  "  Abraham  "  in  the  proposed  name. 

The  Senior  Vice- Commander  :  Is  there  objection  to  this  resolution 
recommended  by  the  committee?  Objection  having  been  offered,  the 
question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

T/.  W .  Kennedy  of  Colorado  ;  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

C.  D.  Roouey  of  Massachusetts :  Commander,  I  would  suggest 
that  the  name  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  substituted  for  "  Con- 
gress ':  iu  the  resolution. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  put  the  question  on  the  motion  to 
adopt  the  resolution  as  recommended  by  the  committee,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Thomas  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report  as  follows  :  — 

Whereas,  The  events  of  the  past  year  in  our  national  life  have  demon- 
strated to  the  world  that  the  patriotic  teachings  of  our  Order  have  quickened 
into  action  that  love  of  country  and  glory  in  our  flag  which  is  the  heritage  of 
every  Son  of  a  Veteran  ;  aud 

Whereas,  When  the  call  to  arms  was  sounded  by  our  beloved  President 
that  Cuba  might  be  free,  there  came  from  Camp  and  Division  and  Commandery- 
in-Chief  a  quick  and  unanimous  response;  and 

Whereas,  In  nearlv  every  regiment  of  volunteers  and  iu  many  of  the 
ships  of  our  navy,  iu  this  war  with  Spaiu,  Avere  found  Sous  of  Veterans,  faith- 
fully and  valiautly  defeuding  the  flag  of  our  country,  eveu  unto  death ;  and 

Whereas,  Desirous  of  showing  its  appreciation  of  those  of  our  members 
whose  privilege  it  was  to  be  enrolled  in  the  army  and  navy  of  our  country  in 
the  Cuban  War,  and  to  take  part  in  the  conflict  for  human  liberty  and  progress ; 
it  is  hereby 

Besolved,  By  the  Commandery-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A., 
that  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Order  is  hereby  directed  to  have  prepared  for 
publication  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  a  roll  of 
honor  which  shall  contain  the  name,  number  of  Camp,  rank  in  Camp  and  rank 
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in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  every  member  of  the  Order  who 
volunteered  in  defence  of  our  country  in  the  late  war ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  Commanders  of  Divisious  are  hereby  ordered  to  have  rolls 
prepared  by  Commanders  of  Camps  forthwith,  which  shall  contain  this 
information,  and  to  have  such  rolls  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General,  within 
sixty  clays,  for  such  publication. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  If  there  is  no  objection  it  will  stand 
adopted.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and  it  is  so  adopted.  The 
question  is  now  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  as  a  whole. 

Paul  H.  Limbach  of  Colorado  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  report  as  a  whole. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORT   OP  COMMITTEE  ON  RITUAL. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  next  business  in  order  is  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Ritual.  Is  the  Committee  on  Ritual  ready 
to  report? 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  the  Committee  ou 
Ritual  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report:  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Seventeenth  National  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

The  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Ritual  begs  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report :  — 

This  committee  was  appointed  under  the  authority  of  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment. 

Pursuant  to  this  authority,  the  Commandei'-in-Chief ,  b}7  Paragraph 
3,  General  Orders  No.  6,  Series  1897,  announced  the  membership  as 
follows  :  — 

C  D.  Roone37,  Massachusetts,  William  Y.  Morgan,  Kansas,  and 
Clark  J.  Tisdel,  Illinois. 

The  first  act  of  the  committee  was  a  request  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  for  the  insertion  in  General  Orders  of  a  paragraph  asking  the 
co-operation  of  the  members  of  the  Order  generally,  and  of  the  Division 
Commanders  especially,  in  the  work  of  preparing  a  Ritual  that  would  be 
satisfactory  to  the  Order  at  large.  This  request  was  promptly  complied 
with,  and  in  General  Orders  No.  1,  Series  of  1898,  the  following  ap- 
peared :  — 

"  All  brothers  wishing  to  make  suggestions  with  regard  to  the 
revision  of  the  Ritual  of  the  Order  are  requested  to  send  the  same  to 
C.  D.  Rooney,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Ritual, 
307  Carter  Building,  Boston,  Mass.  All  matters  to  be  considered 
should  be  typewritten,  if  possible,  and  three  copies  sent  in  each  case. 
Division  Commanders  are  requested  to  forward  in  triplicate,  copies 
of  resolutions  bearing  on  this  subject,  which  may  be  adopted  by  the 
respective  Division  Encampments,  so  that  they  may  be  considered 
in  advance  of  being  presented  to  the  next  Encampment  of  the  Coni- 
mandery-in-Chief  at  Omaha.      Commanders  of  Divisions  are  also 
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requested  to  embody  the  substance  of  this  paragraph  as  far  as  it  pertains 
to  communications  from  Camps  and  individuals  in  their  next  order." 

So  much  having  been  done,  the  committee  awaited  results,  hoping 
that  it  would  secure  such  suggestions  and  advice  as  would  put  it  in 
touch  with  the  sentiment  of  the  Order  throughout  the  country  in  the 
matter  of  Ritual.  The  committee  regrets  to  have  to  report  that  its 
hopes  were  not  realized.  No  Division  Commander  seems  to  have  taken 
enough  interest  in  the  matter  to  eAren  republish,  as  requested,  the  para- 
graph which  appeared  in  the  General  Orders. 

Capt.  A.  T.  Bogue  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  deserves  special  mention 
in  this  particular,  he  having  issued  a  circular  in  behalf  of  his  Camp 
which  was  sent  to  every  Camp  in  the  Connecticut  Divison,  and  as  a 
result  of  this  effort  nearly  every  Camp  in  that  Division  adopted  special 
resolutions  expressive  of  their  desires  in  the  matter  of  Ritual,  and 
forwarded  them  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  A  few  scattered 
resolutions  were  received  from  Camps  in  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey,  and  one  individual  communication  each  from  Massa- 
chusetts and  Maryland,  but  other  than  this  there  was  silence  profound 
and  oppressive.  The  committee  has  no  comment  to  make,  except  to 
express  a  hope  that  if  its  report  be  adopted  and  the  changes  it  may  sug- 
gest be  put  in  force,  that  the  criticism  of  its  work  be  equally  silent. 

Although  somewhat  discouraged  b}'  the  lack  of  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  Camps  and  individuals,  the  committee  fostered  the  hope  that 
the  Commanders  of  the  several  Divisions  would  heed  the  request  and 
forward  copies  of  whatever  resolutions  might  be  adopted  by  their  Divi- 
sion Encampments  relative  to  the  Ritual  or  its  revision.  But  again 
has  hope  deferred  made  the  heart  of  the  committee  sick,  for  up  to  the 
date  of  this  Encampment  no  Division  Commander  has  been  heard  from 
along  this  line,  although  the  committee  has  personal  knowledge  that 
resolutions  were  adopted  and  changes  suggested  by  several  of  the  Divi- 
sion Encampments. 

As  a  result  of  all  this  indifference  the  committee  was  compelled  to 
go  to  work  according  to  their  own  ideas,  assisted  by  whatever  they 
could  glean  of  the  general  sentiment  of  the  Order  b}^  personal  contact 
with  representative  members,  and  from  expressions  of  that  sentiment 
heard  at  former  national  gatherings. 

At  the  outset  the  committee  realized  that  there  was  something- 
more  to  be  accomplished  than  mere  verbal  and  grammatical  revision  of 
the  present  Ritual.  There  was  a  deeper  question  involved.  It  is  sadly 
true  that  our  Order  has  not  made  progress  in  a  numerical  and  financial 
way  to  the  degree  naturally  to  be  expected.  While  the  committee  does 
not  feel  that  it  is  its  place  to  enter  into  a  lengthy  discussion  of  all  the 
causes  which  have  brought  about  this  state  of  affairs,  it  does  feel  that 
the  spirit  if  not  the  .letter  of  its  commission  makes  it  desirable  to  look 
carefully  at  the  question  whether  the  ritualistic  features  of  the  Order 
have  or  have  not  contributed  to  the  present  conditions. 

The  ritualistic  agitation  which  culminated  in  the  appointment  of 
this  committee  may  be  said  to  have  really  taken  definite  shape  about 
1890.  In  that  year  at  the  St.  Joseph  convention,  various  resolutions 
were  submitted.     Massachusetts,   at  its  Encampment  of  that  year, 
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appointed  a  cominiitee  whose  duty  was  to  revise  the  ritual  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Eighth  National  Encampment  held  in  1889,  and 
correct  the  grammatical  errors  therein.  This  committee  was  requested 
to  report  directly  to  the  delegates  of  the  Division  to  the  Ninth  National 
Encampment,  and  these  delegates  were  instructed  to  work  for  the 
changes  indicated  by  the  Division  committee.  Other  Divisions  agitated 
for  other  things  and  the  pressure  was  strong  enough  to  bring  about  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  on  Ritual  by  the  St.  Joseph  Encampment, 
to  meet  with  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations,  and  report  a  form  of  Ritual  which  should  be  harmonious, 
and  correspond  with,  the  new  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 
All  will  remember  the  work  of  that  committee;  how  it  reported  a  Ritual 
which  was  submitted  in  proof  sheets  to  the  Order  at  large,  and  which 
"  died  in  the  borning."  The  agitation  for  a  new  form  of  Ritual  did 
not  cease,  and  at  the  Cincinnati  Encampment  of  1893  it  was  decided 
that  all  difficulties  could  be  solved  and  solved  finally  by  the  adoption 
of  a  three  degree  Ritual.  Of  course,  there  was  objection  to  such  a 
Ritual,  but  at  Davenport  in  1894,  the  National  Encampment  adopted 
a  three  degree  Ritual  which  is  in  force  today.  It  is  this  the  present 
committee  was  appointed  to  revise. 

After  careful  consideration  of  all  the  points  involved,  the  committee 
was  obliged  to  conclude  that  a  universal  panacea  for  all  ills  was  not  to 
be  found  in  elaborate  ritualistic  ceremony.  As  at  present  organized, 
the  Order  at  large  is  not  ready  for  the  task  involved  in  the  proper  prep- 
aration of  long  ceremonial.  Many  Camps  are  too  small  to  carry  out 
the  task  as  it  should  be  carried  out,  and  nothing  is  more  of  a  disgusting 
farce  than  pretentious  ritualistic  work  poorly  done ;  other  Camps  do 
not  meet  often  enough  to  give  its  members  the  necessary  practice 
needed  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  ceremonies  ;  still  other  Camps  will 
not  perfect  themselves  in  the  degree  work,  and  are  content  to  use  the 
short  forms  and  in  some  cases  have  revised  the  Ritual  on  their  own 
account  to  suit  themselves.  This  action  brought  complaint  to  the  com- 
mittee from  one  Camp  which,  contrary  to  every  other  expression  of 
opinion  heard,  prayed  for  the  abolition  of  all  short  forms,  on  the 
ground  that  many  visitors  to  this  Camp,  which  always  used  the  full 
forms,  were  unable  to  understand  the  ceremonies  as  exemplified,  having 
never  before  seen  the  Ritual  fully  carried  out.  There  were  also  objec- 
tions raised  of  inability  to  procure,  on  account  of  lack  of  funds,  the 
necessary  paraphernalia  to  be  used  in  the  ceremonies  attendant  upon 
the  higher  degrees. 

Taking  all  things  into  consideration  it  was  evident  that  a  spirit  of 
discontent  was  abroad  in  the  land,  and  the  committee  was  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  necessary  that  a  radical  change  should  be  made, 
and  in  its  judgment  the  only  way  to  make  a  fair  and  successful  change 
was  to  haA'e  the  minority  yield  to  the  majority,  the  larger  Camps  to  the 
smaller  ones.  No  organization  is  stronger  than  the  weakest  of  its 
component  parts,  and  in  legislating  here  we  must  consider  the  need  of 
the  little  country  Camp  of  ten  members,  rather  than  the  great  city 
Camp  of  one  hundred  members.  We  must  have  a  Ritual  that  can  be 
used  at  every  meeting  in  its  entirety,  and  according  to  which  every 
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recruit  taken  into  the  Order,  no  matter  where,  can  be  mustered.  Our 
Ritual  must  be  one  with  which  every  officer  can  thoroughly  familiarize 
himself  by  a  fair  amount  of  application.  It  must  be  simple  and  direct ; 
compact  and  easily  intelligible  ;  clear  and  concise.  The  directions  must 
be  ample  and  so  minutely  set  forth  that  absolute  uniformity  shall  pre- 
vail.   Condensation  must  be  the  watchword. 

Formerly  the  cry  was  raised  that  this  Order  was  obliged  to  compete 
with  the  general  run  of  fraternal  and  social  orders,  and  that  to  do  so  it 
was  necessary  that  the  Ritual  of  the  Sons  of  V eterans  should  be  as 
elaborate  as  those  of  the  other  Orders.  That  argument  has  been  recog- 
nized and  its  fallacy  thoroughly  proven.  A  moment's  thought  will 
show  that  there  can  be  no  competition  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word 
between  the  Sous  of  Veterans  and  other  organizations.  We  are  a  close 
corporation,  so  to  speak ;  our  membership  is  restricted  to  one  class  of 
men  ;  while  that  of  other  Orders  is  limited  to  no  special  class  and  can 
draw  for  recruits  upon  the  wide  world  itself.  Our  Order  is  based  upon 
sentiment  primarily ;  the  others  upon  material  advantage.  The  condi- 
tions that  apply  to  them  can  never,  under  existing  circumstances,  apply 
to  us.  We  must  legislate  for  ourselves  and  must  learn  for  ourselves 
what  is  for  our  best  interests. 

The  committee  has  made  the  revision  of  the  Ritual  a  subject  for 
much  thought.  The  members  of  it  have  realized  that  it  is  a  question 
big  with  meaning  for  the  Order  and  its  material  prosperity. 

They  have  felt  that  the  subject  must  be  definitely  settled  at  once, 
and  that  the  various  opinions  of  members  of  the  Order  should  be  offi- 
cially made  known  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  the  end  that  the 
long  continued  agitation  might  be  brought  to  an  end,  and  has  endeav- 
ored to  place  plainly  before  the  body  in  a  coucise  manner  all  the  alter- 
native propositions  that  have  presented  themselves.  And  in  asking 
your  attention  to  the  result  of  its  labors  the  committee  begs  to  say  that 
it  has  endeavored  in  the  brief  form  of  Ritual  that  it  has  prepared,  to 
arrange  a  ceremonial  suitable  for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  Camps. 
It  hopes  for  a  full  and  free  discussion  of  the  matter  in  order  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  Order  we  all  hold  so  dear  may  be  not  only  safely 
guarded,  but  furthered  to  the  greatest  possible  extent. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

In  accordance  with  the  committee's  interpretation  of  the  expres- 
sions of  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  Order  in  various  sections 
of  the  country  it  begs  leave  to  offer  the  following  recommendations  :  — 

1 .  If  the  Commandery-in-Chief  shall  desire  that  the  three  degree 
Ritual  be  retained,  the  committee  recommends  the  retention  of  the  same 
Ritual  as  is  now  in  use,  subject,  however,  to  careful  editing  by  this  or 
some  other  committee,  without  expense  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

2.  If  the  Commandery-in-Chief  shall  desire  a  brief  Ritual  the 
committee  has  prepared  one  for  adoption,  which  is  a  condensation  of 
the  present  three  degree  Ritual  into  one  of  a  single  degree,  with  three 
short  changes  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Camp,  an  obligation 
by  the  Chaplain  and  the  presentation  of  the  badge  to  the  recruit  by  the 
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Captain  according  to  the  form  now  in  use.  This  Ritual  contains  an  in- 
struction that  at  a  suitable  point  in  the  muster-in  ceremony  a  sceue  or 
scenes  from  army  life  during  the  war  may  be  introduced  at  the  option 
of  the  Camp,  which  shall  illustrate  the  three  principles  of  the  Order. 
A  few  slight  changes  have  been  made  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Ritual, 
and  the  installation  of  officers  of  Camps  have  been  shortened  and  im- 
proved and  the  installing  officer  furnished  with  an  address  to  the  officers 
in  place  of  the  present  long  series  of  charges. 

3.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  exists  a  very  strong  feeling  that 
ours  is  not  a  ritualistic  Order,  and  that  instead  of  providing  for  the 
preparation  of  a  new  Ritual,  all  ritualistic  work  should  be  practically 
abolished,  which  would  virtually  mean  a  reorganization  of  the  workings 
of  the  Order,  this  question  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief,  if  it  desires  to  take  action  to  this  end. 

C.  D.  Rooney, 
W.  Y.  Morgan, 

C.    J.  TlSDEL, 

Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Ritual. 

Chairman  Rooney :  Commander,  I  might  state  that  the  committee 
presents  three  propositions,  the  adoption  of  any  one  of  which  settles 
the  matter.  The  committee  has  found  the  sentiment  very  strong  for 
each  of  these  propositions,  and  would  ask  that  they  be  considered  in 
order.  We  ask  that  you  consider  first  the  third  proposition,  whether 
the  total  abolition  of  Ritual  work  is  desirable. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
third  resolution,  the  total  abolition  of  all  Ritual  work  in  the  Order. 

J.  B.  Maccabe  of  Massachusetts :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  chairman  of  the  committee  will 
read  the  third  proposition. 

Chairman  Rooney  read  the  third  proposition  as  follows  :  — 

"  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  exists  a  very  strong  feeling  that 
ours  is  not  a  ritualistic  Order,  and  instead  of  providing  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  new  Ritual,  all  ritualistic  work  should  be  practically  abolished, 
which  would  virtually  mean  a  reorganization  of  the  Order,  this  question 
is  respectfully  referred  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  if  it  desires  to  take 
action  to  this  end." 

Edward  K.  Gould  of  Maine  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  motion 
to  adopt  the  third  proposition  in  the  committee's  report  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  what  is  the  second  propo- 
sition?   We  would  like  to  have  it  read  again. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  chairman  of  the  committee  will 
read  the  second  proposition  contained  in  the  report. 

Chairman  Rooney  read  the  second  proposition  as  follows  :  — 

"  If  the  Commandery-in-Chief  shall  desire  a  brief  Ritual,  the  com- 
mittee has  prepared  one  for  adoption,  which  is  a  condensation  of  the 
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present  three  degree  Ritual  into  oue  of  a  single  degree,  with  three  short 
charges  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Camp,  an  obligation  b}'  the 
Chaplain  and  the  presentation  of  the  badge  to  the  recruit  by  the  Captain 
according  to  the  form  now  in  use-  This  Ritual  contains  an  instruction 
that  at  a  suitable  point  in  the  muster-in  ceremony  a  scene  or  scenes 
from  army  life  during  the  war  may  be  introduced  at  the  option  of  the 
Camp,  which  shall  illustrate  the  three  principles  of  the  Order.  A  few 
slight  changes  have  been  made  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Ritual,  and  the 
installation  of  officers  of  Camps  has  been  shortened  and  improved  and 
the  installing  officer  furnished  with  an  address  to  the  officers  in  place 
of  the  present  long  series  of  charges." 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of 
proposition  No.  2. 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report,  and  that  is,  that  where  they  recommend  that  the 
Chaplain  administer  the  obligation  that  the  word  "Chaplain"  be 
stricken  out  and  the  word  "  Commander"  be  put  in. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Chair  hears  no  support  to  the 
amendment.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  second  propo- 
sition of  the  report.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by 
the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the 
same  sign.  The  ayes  seem  to  have  it.  The  ayes  have  it,  and  the  motion 
is  carried. 

Clark  J.  Tisdel  of  Illinois :  Commander,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  action  just  taken  by  this  Encampment  settles  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  move  you,  sir,  that  without  expense  to  the  Commaudery- in- 
Chief ,  the  same  be  continued  to  edit  the  proof  sheets  of  the  proposed 
Ritual. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commancler :  Brother  Tisdel's  motion  is  out  of 
order.  The  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  as  amended.  All 
those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee  as  amended 
will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Down  hands. 
Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The  ayes  appear  to  have  it.  The  ayes 
have  it,  and  the  motion  is  carried. 

Clark  J.  Tisdel  of  Illinois  :  Now,  Commander,  I  renew  my  motion. 
It  was  seconded. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Brothers,  you  have  heard  the  motion 
that  the  same  committee  be  continued  to  edit  the  proof  sheets  of  this 
Ritual.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All  in  favor  of  the  motion 
will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Those  opposed 
the  same  sign.  The  ayes  seem  to  have  it.  The  ayes  have  it,  and  the 
motion  is  carried. 

Clark  J.  Tisdel  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  it  is  necessary  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  the  printing  and  carrying  into  effect  of  this  Ritual. 
I  do  not  desire  to  make  any  motion  to  that  effect  as  I  am  ignorant  as 
to  how  many  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  printed,  and  the  expense,  but 
I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  an  appropriation  is  necessary. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  incoming 
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administration  be  empowered  to  promulgate  this  Ritual,  aud  that  it  take 
effect  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1899. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Quartermaster-General  Loebenstein  :  Commander,  about  furnishing 
these  Rituals  to  Camps,  what  Camps  shall  receive  them,  and  up  to 
what  time  shall  they  receive  them?  I  move  that  the  new  Ritual,  upon 
its  publication,  be  furnished  free  of  charge  to  such  Camps  only  as  may 
be  in  good  standing  at  the  close  of  the  quarter  preceding  the  date  of 
such  publication. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


MEDAL   FOR  SONS   OF  VETERANS   SERVING  IN  THE   U.S.  ARMY. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Are  there  any  other  committees  to 
report?    If  not,  what  is  the  further  pleasure  of  this  Encampment? 

Edward  K.  Gould  of  Maine:  Commander,  we  have  had  many 
brothers  who  have  honored  this  Order  by  their  service  for  their  country 
in  this  war,  and  we  have  seen  fit  to  honor  these  brothers  by  placing 
their  names  upon  the  roll  of  honor.  That  is  all  right,  but  I  believe  we 
should  go  further  than  that,  and  that  we  should  place  upon  the  breast 
of  each  of  these  brothers  a  badge  that  will  be  a  memento  of  their  ser- 
vice in  that  war ;  and  I  move  you  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  be 
authorized  to  have  prepared  a  medal  of  honor  to  be  placed  upon  the 
price  list  of  supplies  and  furnished  by  the  Divisions  to  the  soldiers  who 
have  served  in  the  United  States  Army,  and  the  sailors  who  have  served 
in  the  nav}?,  in  the  late  Spanish  War,  who  are  members  of  this  Order. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


CONGRATULATORY  TELEGRAMS   AND  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  What  is  the  further  pleasure  of  the 
Encampment?  If  there  is  nothing  to  come  up  at  this  time  the  Adjutant- 
General  has  some  telegrams  which  he  will  read. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  ihe  following  telegrams  and  communi- 
cations :  — 

Superior,  Sept.  12,  1S9S. 

To  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  National  Encampment  Assembled : 

The  Department  of  Nebraska,  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  extends  greetings  to 
your  organization,  fully  realizing  that  when  the  great  Order  to  which  we  stand 
auxiliary  shall  have  answered  to  the  last  roll  call,  and  its  mighty  phalanx  shall 
have  formed  on  the  other  shore,  upon  you  will  rest  the  responsibility  of 
perpetuating  and  honoring  the  memory  of  their  deeds. 

May  your  Encampment  prove  successful  in  every  particular  and  leave 
with  each  one  a  pleasant  memory  and  a  hope  for  future  intercourse. 

Yours  fraternally, 

ABBIE  A.  ADAMS, 
Department  President. 
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Hastings,  Sept.  15,  1898. 
To  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  in  National  Convention  Assembled. 

Greetings  :  On  behalf  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Graud  Army  of  the  Republic, 
I  tender  the  greetings  of  five  hundred  mothers,  wives  and  sisters  of  the 
Department  of  Nebraska,  and  bid  you  Godspeed  in  your  noble  work. 

Mrs.  ANNA  E.  MARSHALL, 
Dept.  Pres.  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Grand  Army. 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Sept.  14,  1898.  - 
To  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  National  Encampment  Assembled. 
Greetings  :    On  behalf  of  the  Garfield  Circle  of  Omaha. 

Mrs.  ELLITT,  President. 

*  'Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Sept.  14,  1898. 

Charles  K.  Darling,  Commander-in-Chief,  S.V.,  U.S.A., 
Omaha,  Neb. 

Very  important  business  prevents  my  coining.    Greetings  to  the  boys. 

NEWTON  J.  McGUIRE. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Sept.  13,  1898. 

Commander-in-Chief  Sons  of  Veterans. 

Lincoln  Camp  in  session  extends  greetings  to  Commandery  now  assembled. 

F.  W.  PHILO. 

Marinette,  Wis.,  Sept.  13,  1898. 
Commander-in-Chief  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A., 
Omaha,  Neb. 

Regret  very  much  circumstances  are  such  that  I  am  unable  to  be  with 
you.    Wishing  the  Order  much  success,  I  remain  yours, 

COL.  R.  M.  SMITH. 

Knoxvillb,  Tenn.,  Sept.  13,  1898. 
Fred.  E.  Bolton,  Adjutant- General,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Alabama  and  Teuuessee  Division  sends  fraternal  greetings.  Remember 
our  brothers  who  are  defending  the  flag. 

H.  T.  Cooper,  [Commander. 
E.  E.  Carter,  Adjutant. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Sept.  13,  1898. 
Charles  K.  Darling,  Commander,  S.V,  U.S.A. 

W.  P.  Sanders,  Camp  No.  3,  Division  Alabama  and  Tennessee  in  session 
sends  best  wishes  for  a  successful  Encampment. 

J.  T.  HENDERSON,  Captain. 

New  York,  Sept.  13,  1898. 
Gen.  Charles  K.  Darling,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  Encampment. 
Omaha,  Neb. 

Greetings :  Important  business  prevents  my  attending  this  National 
Encampment. 

M.  D.  FRIEDMAN. 
Milton,  Pa.,  via  Mt.  Carmel,  Sept.  14,  1898. 

Gen.  Charles  K.  Darling, 

Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  Encampment, 
Omaha,  Neb. 

Sincerely  regretting  inability  to  attend.   Congratulations  on  year's  success. 

^Wildun  Scott, 

Charles  L.  John,  [  Past  Commanders. 
'  John  Wightman, 
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James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana :  Commander,  under  the  head  of  Com- 
munications, Brother  Charles  A.  Bookwalter,  who  is  a  life  member  of 
this  Order,  asked  me  to  express  his  regret  at  not  being  present  at  this 
Encampment,  and  I  also  express  the  regrets  of  every  one  of  the  boys. 

SENATOR  JOHN   M.    THURSTON  ELECTED  TO   LIFE  MEMBERSHIP. 

F.  J.  Coates  of  Nebraska :  Commander,  under  the  head  of  New 
Business  I  move  that  Section  5,  Article  II, ,  page  36  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, Rules  and  Regulations,  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Thurston,  a  member  of  Camp  No.  1  of  this  State,  be  made  a  life  mem- 
ber of  the  Commanclery-in-Chief . 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  All  those  in  favor  of  constituting 
Hon.  John  M.  Thurston  a  life  member  of  this  body,  entitled  to  a  seat 
and  vote  in  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  will  please  rise  to  their  feet. 
Those  opposed  will  please  rise.    The  motion  is  agreed  to  unanimously. 

What  is  the  further  pleasure  of  the  Encampment? 

C.  D.  Rooney  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
Chair  appoint  a  committee,  and  that  Brother  Coates  be  chairman  of 
that  committee,  to  notify  Brother  Thurston  of  the  action  of  this  Com- 
manclery-in-Chief. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  Chair  will  appoint  Brother 
Coates,  chairman,  Colonel  Rawitzer,  and  Past  Commander  George 
Wolz,  all  of  Nebraska,  the  committee  for  that  purpose. 

What  is  the  further  pleasure  of  the  Encampment? 

L.  E.  Merchant  of  Michigan  :  Commander,  I  move  that  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  officers. 

[Cries  of  "  Regular  order,"  "  Regular  order."] 

DETROIT  NOMINATED   FOR  PLACE   OF  NEXT  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  The  election  and  installation  of 
officers  is  the  next  order  of  business.  No,  the  Chair  is  in  error.  The 
next  order  of  business  is  the  selection  of  a  place  for  holding  the  next 
Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

C.  T.  Orner  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  Comman- 
dery-in-Chief proceed  to  fix  the  place  for  holding  the  next  annual 
Encampment. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Nominations  for  place  of  holding 
the  next  Encampment  are  in  order.  Junior  Vice-Commander  Noel  will 
assume  command. 

Senior  Vice-Commander  Geo.  E.  Cogshall :  Commander,  when  I 
arrived  upon  the  scene  of  this  Encampment  I  had  no  idea  of  asking 
anything  at  your  hands  for  the  Division  of  Michigan.  Michigan  had 
all  she  wanted  at  that  time  and  asked  for  nothing ;  but  after  arriving 
upon  the  ground  I  was  approached  by  a  large  number  of  the  brothers 
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present,  stating  that  they  were  not  satisfied  with  ar^  of  the  places  that 
had  been  suggested  at  this  Encampment  for  holding  the  next  annual 
meeting.  I  proceeded  at  once  to  the  telegraph  office  and  wired  Michi- 
gan. I  have  got  the  responses  in  my  hands  at  this  time  from  the 
Wolverine  State,  and,  gentlemen  of  this  convention,  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  at  this  time  to  present  for  your  consideration  that  beautiful 
and  elegant  city  of  the  Wolverine  State,  Detroit,  for  the  next  annual 
Encampment  of  this  body. 

I  hold  here  a  telegram  from  a  friend  of  mine  in  Detroit,  who  is  a 
member  of  our  Camp.  He  telegraphs  me:  "  Detroit  will  take  the  con- 
vention for  next  year  and  will  give  it  a  hearty  reception."  That  is 
signed,  "  William  Winchester."  I  have  also  in  my  possession  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Convention  League  of  Detroit,  made  up  of  business  men, 
who  contribute  toward  a  fund,  which  is  kept  complete  all  the  time,  for 
the  purpose  of  entertaining  such  bodies  as  ours,  and  they  telegraph  me 
through  their  President:  lt  Detroit  asks  for  the  next  Convention  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans,  and  will  treat  them  royally." 

I  also  have  a  communication  from  the  Mayor  of  Detroit,  William 
C.  May  berry,  as  follows  :  "  George  E.  Cogshall,  care  of  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans Convention.  Detroit  will  be  pleased  to  entertain  Sons  of  Veterans 
iu  1899,  and  promises  a  royal  reception." 

I  also  have  a  communication  from  that  old  war  horse  of  ours  up 
there,  who  is  known  the  world  over,  sometimes  for  his  crankism,  but 
more  often  for  things  that  he  says  and  does  that  are  good,  Governor 
Pingree.  He  says  :  "  The  Commonwealth  of  Michigan  would  be  pleased 
to  entertain  the  Sons  of  Veterans  Encampment  at  our  metropolis, 
Detroit,  in  1899."    That  is  signed  "  H.  S.  Pingree,  Governor." 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  prolong  this 
matter  by  stating  to  you  the  advantages  which  would  attend  your 
going  to  Detroit.    You  all  know  and  appreciate  them. 

RECEPTION   OF  SENATOR  THURSTON. 

George  F.  Wolz  of  Nebraska:  Commander,  Your  committee  have 
the  honor  of  introducing  Hon.  John  M.  Thurston.  [Cheers.] 

The  Presiding  Officer  (Junior  Vice-Commander  Noel)  :  I  will  ap- 
point Past  Commander  Abbott  and  Brother  Kennedy  a  committee  to 
escort  Senator  Thurston  to  the  platform. 

Senator  Thurston  was  escorted  to  the  platform  by  the  committee. 

Senator  Thurston :  Commander  and  Brothers  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  I  thank  you  with  all  my  heart  for  this  cordial  greeting.  I 
am  delighted  to  see  you  gathered  here  in  the  city  of  my  residence.  I 
missed  a  great  many  of  you  last  night  at  the  camp-fire ;  I  judged, 
although  I  knew  nothing  about  it,  that  perhaps  the  K.O.C.,  of  which  I 
am  a  humble  member,  No.  309,  had  made  demands  upon  you  that  you 
could  not  resist.  [Laughter.]  I  take  this  opportunity,  just  for  a 
moment  or  two,  to  report  to  you  from  the  committee  that  was  appointed 
by  your  Commander  to  visit- the  Grand  Army  Encampment  at  Cincin- 
nati, and  extend  the  greetings  of  this  Order  to  them.  Your  committee 
was  most  kindly  received,  an  audience  given  us,  a  generous  welcome  ac- 
corded, and  as  chairman  of  the  committee  I  extended  your  greeting  and 
assured  those  old  dads  of  ours  that  the  boys  would  stay  by  them  for 
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everything  they  wanted  [applause]  ;  and  1  especially  assured  them  that 
as  long  as  their  sons  had  the  right  to  speak  and  vote  we  would  see  to 
it  that  their  memories  were  cherished  and  preserved ;  that  the  cause  for 
which  they  battled  would  never  be  lost  sight  of,  and  that  there  should 
be  no  injustice  done  to  them  by  the  legislation  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  or  by  the  action  of  any  department  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  [Applause.] 

They  responded  and  returned  to  you  their  kindest  greeting,  and 
wished  you  Godspeed  in  this  organization,  and  thanked  you  most  sin- 
cerely for  the  kindness  of  sending  to  them  a  committee  such  as  you  did, 
and  for  the  purpose  you  did.  1  was  delighted  to  be  at  Cincinnati.  It 
was  the  first  Grand  Army  National  Encampment  1  ever  attended,  [t 
was  the  first  grand  parade  of  the  old  veterans  1  ever  saw,  aud  if  any- 
thing had  been  needed  to  recall  the  love  and  adoration  for  the  heroic 
men  who  fought  the  battles  that  kept  the  flag  in  the  sky  and  gave  us  a 
country,  who  secured  for  us  the  inestimable  blessings  of  liberty,  equal 
rights  and  justice,  that  grand  spectacle  would  have  done  it.  [Ap- 
plause.] We  are  in  the  midst  of  heroic  times.  Once  again  the  old 
flag  has  gone  to  battle.  Once  again  the  American  citizen-soldier  has 
proved  his  valor  on  the  death-swept  field.  While  there  has  been  but  a 
short  war,  thank  God  !  the  boys  can  stand  up  today  and  say  to  the  old 
heroes  of  1861-65  that  their  glorious  example  has  not  been  lost,  and 
that  the  world  today  declares,  and  every  nation  of  the  world  declares, 
that  the  American  soldiers  are  the  bravest  soldiers  that  ever  carried 
muskets.  [Applause.] 

All  soldiers  have  been  brave  since  the  beginning  of  time,  and 
while  we  accord  our  meed  of  praise  to  valor  as  valor,  it  is  not  simply 
brave  deeds  that  we  reverence  and  respect  the  most.  All  soldiers  have 
been  brave,  especially  those  of  the  Caucasian  race.  They  have  fought 
with  valor  under  empires  and  kings,  for  conquest  and  dominion  ;  they 
have  fought  in  good  causes  and  bad  causes,  and  always,  history  attests, 
the}^  have  been  valorous  and  chivalrous,  and  distinguished  in  battle. 
But  our  soldiers,  through  the  whole  history  of  this  Republic,  have  been 
something  more.  At  the  beginning  they  threw  down  the  gage  of  battle 
to  the  reign  of  kings,  and  took  up  the  cause  of  independent  govern- 
ment, of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people."  [Applause.] 
And  again,  when  the  bugle  called  in  1861,  and  the  cry  went  ringing 
through  the  land  that  the  old  flag  had  been  fired  upon,  they  took  up 
another  holy  cause.  When  they  laid  down  their  arms  the  world  re- 
spected and  reverenced  them ;  not  alone  for  valor,  but  because  they 
had  fought  to  establish  the  liberty  of  man  in  this  grand  and  glorious 
country.  [Applause.]  And  again,  when  four  months'  war  had  swept 
two  great  navies  from  the  sea,  and  when  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  sol- 
diers in  arms  had  surrendered  to  a  little  army  of  the  American  Republic, 
and  the  world  stood  amazed  at  the  most  wonderful  spectacle  of  success- 
ful war  in  all  history,  again  civilization  has  applauded  the  American 
soldier,  not  for  bravery  alone,  but  because  he  carried  the  dear  old  flag 
to  battle  for  humanity's  sake,  uplifting  and  ennobling  the  race. 
[Applause.] 

So  today  you  and  I,  as  sons  of  the  heroes  of  1861-65,  as  brothers 
of  the  heroes  of  1898,  we  renew  that  faith  and  loyalty  to  the  flag,  with 


168 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


every  star  shining  there,  kept  there  by  the  muskets  of  the  brave  soldiers 
of  the  Republic  ;  we  renew  our  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  independent  gov- 
ernment by  the  people  ;  we  renew  our  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  human 
liberty,  and  thank  God  !  we  pledge  our  loyalty  for  all  time  to  come  to 
see  to  it  that  this  great  nation  of  the  western  hemisphere,  the  mother  of 
republics,  stands  for  the  humanity  and  the  uplifting  of  the  human 
race,  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  [Applause.]  Today  the  dear  old 
flag  means  more  than  it  ever  meant  before.  It  meant  independence  at 
Yorktown.  It  meant  liberty  at  Appomattox.  It  meant  humanity  at 
Santiago.  And  today  it  is  respected  as  it  never  was  respected  before. 
Throughout  the  world,  on  land  and  sea,  in  both  hemispheres,  sei'enely 
uplifted  through  the  empyrean  blue,  kissed  by  the  sun  of  day,  wooed 
by  the  stars  at  night,  feared  by  all  tyrants,  beloved  by  all  mankind,  it 
serenely  floats,  the  unconquered  flag  of  all  the  great  nations  of  the 
world. 

[Applause,  the  members  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  rising  and 
singing  "  America."] 

The  Presiding  Officer  (Junior  Vice-Commander  Noel)  ;  Senator 
Thurston,  on  behalf  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  I  have  the  high  privilege  of  saying  to  you  that  this  Comman- 
dery-in-Chief has  deemed  it  a  high  honor  to  confer  upon  you  life  mem- 
bership in  this  body.  [Applause.]  I  will  say  to  you  that  in  times  of 
National  emergency  this  Order  has  looked  to  you  in  public  service  as 
the  friend  of  the  flag ;  as  the  friend  of  independence,  and  of  liberty  and 
humanity.  We  have  looked  upon  you  within  the  last  year  as  the  able 
advocate  in  public  life  of  the  great  principles  for  which  this  Order  is 
founded.  I  will  say  to  you  that  we  expect  and  hope  that  we  will  see 
you  at  every  national  meeting,  that  there  you  may  sound  the  keynote 
of  American  patriotism  to  the  Order  that  is  devoted  to  loyalty  and  the 
principles  that  you  have  so  well  defended.  We  thank  you  for  your 
presence  and  courtesy  today.  [Applause.] 

Senator  Thurston  :  Brothers,  for  this  mark  of  your  confidence  and 
affection  I  sincerely  thank  you.  The  honor  you  have  conferred  upon 
me  I  will  wear  with  a  greater  pride  than  was  ever  worn  any  jewelled 
bauble,  the  gifts  of  kings.  [Applause.]  I  accept  your  invitation  to 
attend  every  National  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  will 
do  so  as  long  as  I  am  able  to  attend.  [Applause.]  I  pledge  to  you 
my  best  endeavors  in  every  possible  way  to  the  advancement  of  this 
Order  and  to  the  upholding  of  the  principles  that  this  Order  represents. 
[Applause.] 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  assumed  command. 

DENVER  NOMINATED   FOB  PLACE  OF  NEXT  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Are  there  any  other  nominations  for 
place  of  holding  the  next  Annual  Encampment? 

Harlan  Thomas  of  Colorado:  Brothers,  in  1893  it  was  my  privi- 
lege to  stand  on  the  floor  of  the  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  at  Cincinnati,  and  there  ask  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  come 
to  Denver  the  next  year.  I  now  ask  you  again  to  come  and  visit  us  in 
our  beautiful  city  of  Denver.  [Applause.] 
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Charles  L.  Pierce  of  California :  Commander,  I  second  the  nomi- 
nation of  Denver. 

."r^.The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Are  there  any  further  nominations? 
If  not  the  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll  of  Divisions.  Brother 
Kennedy  and  Brother  Speelman  will  act  as  tellers. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  Divisions  and  the  tellers 
announced  the  result  as  follows  :  — 


(Roll  call  No.  4.) 


Alabama  and  Tennessee 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Indiana  . 
Iowa 
Illinois  . 
Kansas  . 
Kentucky 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New  Jersey 
New  York 
Ohio 

Pennsylvania 
South  Dakota 
Vermont 
Washington  . 
Wisconsin 

Total  . 


Detroit. 
2 


16 

3 

11 


7 
15 


Denver. 

2 
5 


10 

3 


3 
7 
1  ] 


66 


1 
1 

61 


DETROIT  CHOSEN. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Detroit  having  received  a  majority 
of  the  votes  cast,  is  the  place  of  holding  the  next  Annual  Encampment 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief . 

LOCATION   OF   QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  move  you  that  we 
now  proceed  to  fix  the  location  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  depart- 
ment. 

J.  B.  Maccabe  of  Massachusetts :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion . 

W.  S.  Oberdorf  of  New  York:  Commander,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  My  point  of  order  is  that  we  already  have  headquarters  of  the 
Quartermaster-General's  department  located,  and  that  the  question  can- 
not come  before  the  house  in  this  way. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  The  point  of  order  is  overruled. 
The  Chair  will  hold  that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  fixed  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  Quartermaster-General's  department  in  their  present  location, 
and  has  power  to  change  it  if  they  see  fit. 


170 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


The  Senior  Vice- Commander  :  The  decision  of  the  Chair  is  annpaWl 
fronK  Wi  l  the  Junior  Vice-Commander  put  the  question  on  Lame" 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander:  Brothers,  the  question  is  Shall 
he  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained?  Those  in  favoi of  sustain^ 
the  decision  of  the  Chan-  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  o  the 
Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  rCries  of 
<<  ^vision,"  <<  Dmwon."]  Those  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  will  please  rise  and  stand  until  counted.  The  Adjutant 
General  will  count.  Be  seated.  Those  opposed  will  please  rise  The 
Adjutant-General  will  announce  the  result. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Commander,  the  result  of  the  vote  is  ser 
enty-three  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Ch"d  W 
nine  in  favor  of  the  appeal.  ^ 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander  :  Seventy-three  having  voted  in  favor 
of  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Chair  and  forty-mi  Sst  it  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  is  sustained.  *  g  '  the 

W.  S.  Oberdorf  of  New  York-.  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the 
Division  of  New  York,  I  ask  for  a  roll-call. 

The  Division  of  New  York  having  demanded  a  call  of  the  roll,  and 
the  demand  being  seconded  by  members  from  two  other  Divisions  "he 
roll-call  was  ordered,  and  the  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the 

of  thlrolf-calh1'  Vice-Commaude1' :  The  filers  will  announce  the  result 
The  tellers  announced  the  result  as  follows  :  — 


(Roll  call  No.  5.) 


Alabama  and  Tennessee 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut  . 
Illinois  . 
Indiana  . 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Maine  ". 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Miunesota 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New  Jersey  . 
New  York 
Ohio 

Pennsylvania 
South  Dakota 
Vermont 
Washington 
Wisconsin 

Total 


AYE. 

1 


16 
4 
4 


NO. 
1 

1 

5 


1 
10 
3 


3 
2 
11 


7 
15 
2 
1 


78 


7 
11 


49 
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The  Junior  Vice-Commander :  The  Chair  seems  to  be  sustained. 
The  Chair  is  sustained.    The  motion  is  in  order. 

The  Senior  Vice- Commander  :  The  motion  is  to  proceed  to  fix  the 
location  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  department.  All  in  favor  of 
the  motion  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Those 
opposed  the  same  sign.  The  motion  seems  to  be  carried.  The  motion 
is  carried.  Nominations  are  in  order.  The  Adjutant-General  will  call 
the  roll  of  Divisions  for  nominations. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

When  the  Division  of  Kansas  was  called  : 

C.  Borin  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  Kansas  presents  the  name  of 
Chicago. 

When  the  Division  of  Massachusetts  was  called  : 

Joseph  B.  Maccabe  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  the  Division 
of  Massachusetts  presents  the  name  of  Boston. 

When  the  Division  of  Minnesota  was  called : 

W.  H.  Adams  of  Minnesota :  Commander,  the  Division  of  Minne- 
sota seconds  the  nomination  of  Chicago. 

When  the  Division  of  New  York  was  called  : 

W.  S.  Oberdorf  of  New  York  :  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  New  York  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of  Chicago. 

The  Adjutant-General  concluded  the  calling  of  the  roll,  and  a  vote 
having  been  taken ,  the  tellers  announced  the  result  as  follows :  — 


(Roll  call  No.  6.) 


Alabama  and  Tennessee 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Illinois  . 
Indiana  . 
Iowa 
Kansas  . 
Kentucky 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New  Jersey 
New  York 
Ohio 

Pennsylvania 
South  Dakota 
Vermont 
Washington 
Wisconsin 


Chicago.  Boston. 

2 

1  1 
5 


1 
10 


7 
11 


o 

it; 

4 


2 

11 

3 


8 
15 
1 
1 


Total 


52 


75 
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BOSTON  CHOSEN. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Boston  having  received  a  majority 
of  all  the  votes  cast  at  this  Encampment,  will  hereafter  be  the  location 
of  the  Department  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

RESIGNATION   OF  DIVISION  COMMANDER  COG-SHALL  RETURNED. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  have  a  little  matter  I  desire 
to  present  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and  I  am  sure  every  brother 
here  will  say  that  i«t  is  right.  We  came  here  the  other  day,  and  we 
were  sorry  that  we  did  not  meet  our  Commander-in-Chief.  He  is  in- 
deed our  Darling,  and  will  be  for  years  to  come  ;  but  in  his  absence  we 
got  a  most  excellent  substitute  ;  we  have  had  a  grand  presiding  officer 
during  this  Encampment ;  but  somebody  thought  he  ought  to  lay  aside 
his  honor  as  Commander  of  the  Michigan  Division.  Manfully  he  laid 
his  resignation  upon  the  table  and  we  accepted  it.  Now  I  want  to 
move,  Junior  Vice-Commander,  that  the  motion  by  which  we  accepted 
that  resignation  be  reconsidered,  and  at  the  close  of  this  meeting  the 
resignation  be  returned  to  Commander  Cogshall. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  now  move  that  at  the  con- 
clusion of  this  meeting  the  resignation  of  George  E.  Cogshall  as 
Commander  of  the  Michigan  Division  be  returned  to  him  by  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

COMMITTEE  OF  GREETING  TO  THE  G.A.R. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York:  Commander,  I  now  move  that  a 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  incoming  administration,  in  the 
usual  manner,  to  greet  the  National  G.A.R.  Encampment  in  1899,  at 
Philadelphia,  when  they  meet  there  during  that  year. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  move  to  amend 
the  motion  to  the  effect  that  that  committee  pay  its  own  expenses. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York  :  With  the  consent  of  my  second  I 
will  accept  that  amendment. 

The  motion  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

ELECTION   OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Senior  Vice  Commander  :  The  next  business  in  order  is  the 
election  and  installation  of  officers.  Nominations  for  Commander-in- 
Chief  are  in  order. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  nominating 
speeches  be  limited  to  three  minutes,  and  the  seconding  speeches  to  one 
minute. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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The  Senior  Vice- Commander  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the 
roll  for  nominations  for  Commander-in-Chief. 

M.  L.  Cormany  of  Minnesota  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  Com- 
mandery  take  recess  until  3  o'clock  p.m. 

The  motion  was  not  seconded. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

When  the  Division  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee  was  called  : 

Valentine  Gilb,  Jr.,  Of  Alabama:  The  Division  of  Alabama  aud 
Tennessee  will  yield  its  place  to  the  Division  of  Illinois. 

Wm.  T.  Church  of  Illinois :  Commander,  the  prairie  State  of 
Illinois  in  her  vast  fields,  green  with  the  growing  food  supplies  of 
nations,  her  busy  centers  of  industry  and  marts  of  commerce,  has  bred 
bold  financiers,  sagacious  statesmen  and  invincible  soldiers.  She  pro- 
duces great  men  for  great  occasions.  In  that  crisis  of  the  nation, 
from  the  solution  of  which  our  Order  sprang,  she  gave  to  the  imperilled 
Government  its  matchless  chief  executive  of  State  and  its  unconquerable 
leader  of  armies. 

From  her  gently  rolling  prairies,  her  rich  plains  and  peaceful  rivers, 
there  springs  a  patriotism  as  true  as  the  yellow  product  of  Colorado's 
mines,  a  courage  as  rugged  as  New  England's  hills,  and  an  enterprise 
that  is  limited  only  by  the  capachy  of  man.  The  Illinois  Division  par- 
takes of  the  character  of  the  State  in  which  it  has  jurisdiction.  It  has 
ever  been  ready  to  meet  any  demand  for  workers  or  leaders ;  and  has 
always  maintained  a  safe  reserve  from  which  to  honor  any  draft  of 
emergency.  Not  the  least  memorable  in  the  records  of  the  Order  are 
the  names  and  achievements  of  men  of  this  Division. 

And  now  while  our  fighting  Commander-in-Chief  and  thousands  of 
our  brothers  are  serving  under  the  flag  our  fathers  made  glorious,  while 
the  nation's  pulse  throbs  with  wild  joy  for  liberty's  latest  victories ; 
while  the  batteries  of  the  Republic  salute  her  simultaneous  entrance  at 
the  east  and  west  doors  of  the  old  world  ;  the  Illinois  Division,  con- 
scious .of  the  proud  record  to  be  maintained,  hopeful  for  the  expanding 
future  of  the  Order,  believing  that  she  comprehends  the  needs  of  the 
present,  and  knowing  that  she  deeply  reveres  the  sacred  memories  of 
the  past, —  the  Illinois  Division  presents  to  yon  for  the  office  of  Comman- 
der-in-Chief one  of  her  sous,  who  like  the  great  men  of  his  State  and 
Division,  has  been  faithful  in  details,  more  than  efficient  in  subordinate 
offices,  and  who  is  broad  enough  to  meet  and  master  affairs  of  com- 
manding dignity  and  importance. 

From  his  earliest  manhood  in  Camp  and  Division  and  in  the  Com- 
mande^y-in-Chief ,  he  has  been  active  and  able  in  the  counsels  of  the 
Order.  From  a  cheerfully  conceded  leadership  in  her  own  Division, 
Illinois  desires  him  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
assured  by  his  enviable  record  and  his  pre-eminent  qualifications,  that 
as  he  has  won  for  her,  so  will  he  win  for  the  united  Divisions  a  larger 
place  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people. 

We  know  what  manner  of  man  he  is.  Fervent  loyalty  burns  in  his 
heart.  Fireless  energy  rules  his  brain.  He  has  been  immersed  in  that 
heroic  splendor  which  illuminates  the  departing  days  of  the  Grand  Arm}'- 
of  the  Republic,  and  is  consecrated  to  the  higher  duties  of  citizenship. 
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Under  his  command,  the  Sons  of  Veterans  will  this  year  enter  with  the 
Republic  upon  the  accomplishment  of  that  higher  destiny  which 
opportunity  uow  offers  to  both. 

In  behalf  of  my  Division,  I  have  the  honor  to  place  in  nomination, 
Col.  Frank  L.  Shepard,  the  Prairie  Chieftain  of  Illinois. 

When  the  Division  of  Missouri  was  called  : 

H.  J.  Kline  of  Missouri:  Commander,  Missouri  desires  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Frank  L.  Shepard  of  Illinois. 
When  the  Division  of  New  York  was  called. 

W.  S.  Oberdorf  of  New  York  :  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  New  York,  I  second  the  nomination  of  Frank  L.  Shepard. 


FRANK   L.    SHEPARD  ELECTED   COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  UNANIMOUSLY. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York :  Commander,  there  seems  to  be  but 
one  candidate  for  Commander-in-Chief ;  I  therefore  move  that  unless 
objection  is  made,  the  Adjutant-General  cast  one  vote  as  expressing 
the  sentiment  of  this  Commandery-in-Chief ,  for  Frank  L.  Shepard  as 
our  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing  year. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  motion  of  the  distinguished  comrade  from  New  York. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  motion  and  it  was  agreed  to 
unanimously. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Brothers,  in  accordance  with  the  motion,  I 
hereby  cast  the  entire  vote  of  this  Encampment  for  Frank  L.  Shepard 
of  Illinois,  for  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Frank  L.  Shepard  having  received 
the  vote  of  this  Encampment  for  Commander-in-Chief,  I  hereby  an- 
nounce him  duly  elected  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Order  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  next  business  in  order  will  be  a  roll-call  for  nominations  for 
the  office  of  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief . 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  of  three  to  escort  the  Commander-in-Chief  elect  to  the 
platform. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  I  will  appoint  upon  that  committee, 
Brother  Oberdorf,  Brother  Jones  and  Brother  Reed. 

The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll  for  nominations  for  Senior 
Vice- Commander-in-Chief . 


REMARKS   OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIFF  ELECT. 

W.  S.  Oberdorf  of  New  York:  Commander,  before  the  Adjutant 
proceeds  to  call  the  roll,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  to  you  our 
Commander-in-Chief  elect,  not  on\y  our  Commander-in-Chief  elect,  but 
a  brother  who  can  go  through  a  very  spirited  contest  and  come  out  of 
it  without  a  single  spot  upon  his  character,  one  who  is  a  thorough  gen- 
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tleman.  I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  Geu.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 
your  incoming  Commander-in-Chief. 

Commander-in-Chief  elect  Shepard  :  Senior  Vice-Commander-in- 
Chief  and  Brothers  of  this  Encampment,  it  is  with  a  mingling  of  grati- 
tude and  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility  and  care  that  I  receive  by  your 
generous  act  this  high  honor  —  the  office  of  Commander-in-Chief  of 
our  beloved  Order.  No  one  cau  accept  the  office  of  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  this  splendid  body  of  men,  and  from  these  patriotic  and  push- 
ing workers  of  the  Order,  these  tried  and  true  brothers,  without  feeling 
that  the  honor  carries  with  it  care  and  work,  as  well  as  pleasure  and 
comfort. 

The  work  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  work  of  our  Order, 
has  always  seemed  to  me  to  .be  eminently  practical  as  compared  with, 
or  distinguished  from,  the  sentimental  and  theoretical.  Brothers,  it  is 
the  work  of  building  up  the  Camps ;  it  is  the  work  of  making  out  and 
forwarding  reports ;  of  bringing  in  worthy  and  good  members  to  the 
Order,  and  of  retaining  the  old,  that  must  make  and  keep  our  Order  in 
the  front  rank ;  it  is  upon  these  details  that  our  success  depends. 

I  will  not  trespass  upon  your  time  at  this  hour  to  go  into  them  in 
detail,  in  fact,  I  could  not  perhaps  intelligently,  but  they  must,  with 
the  assistance  of  those  who  are  associated  with  me,  be  evolved  and 
promulgated  through  the  coming  year,  and  I  trust  our  efforts  will  be  to 
advance  and  encourage  the  work  for  the  Order.  As  we  pause  today,  in 
the  light  of  the  history  of  this  eventful  year,  we  must  all  feel  that  we 
are  confronted  with  a  peculiar  situation  in  reference  to  our  Order.  A 
situation,  however,  that  seems  to  me  to  be  of  advantage.  We  are 
organized  to  perpetuate  the  memories  and  principles  for  which  our 
fathers  fought.,  and  to  revere  and  commemorate  their  deeds,  to  uphold 
our  Order,  and  by  upholding  it,  become  better  and  more  intelligent 
citizens.  Since  our  last  meeting  another  war  has  been  declared  and 
has  been  fought,  and  we  may  safely  sa}*-  has  been  completely  won.  If 
it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  the  brothers  of  our  Order, —  and  we  can  refer 
to  those  here  present  as  well  as  those  who  are  absent  in  the  discharge 
of  duty, —  took  such  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  legislation  preceding  this 
war,  and  in  carrying  it  on,  we  might  feel  some  doubt  as  to  tlie  future 
of  our  Order ;  but  our  brothers,  true  to  the  traditions  of  our  fathers 
and  of  our  Order,  did  take  such  a  conspicuous  part  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  about  it.  They  followed  the  flag  of  their  county  ;  they  went 
to  a  strange  land,  to  a  strange  people,  and  carried  with  them  inspira- 
tion, hope  and  high  resolve ;  and  their  coming  back  to  join  with  us  in 
this  work  seems  to  me  an  inspiration.  They  have  added  lustre  to  the 
flag,  and  their  record  will  enable  us  to  do  better  work  for  the  Order, 
inspire  us  with  greater  confidence  in  its  principles,  with  a  more  fervent 
love  of  liberty  and  a  higher  sense  of  the  privilege  of  citizeuship  in  our 
country. 

I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  I  trust  oue  year  hence 
when  I  lay  down  the  office  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  that  I  will 
have  so  discharged  the  covenant  of  nry  obligation  that  I  will  have  the 
honor  of  receiving  from  you  then  the  assurance  that  I  have  kept  the 
faith.  [Applause.] 
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GEO.   E.    COX  ELECTED  SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the 
roll  of  Divisions  for  nominations  for  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief . 
The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

When  the  Division  of  Connecticut  was  called  : 

J.  D.  Hotchkiss  of  Connecticut:  Commander,  the  Division  of 
Connecticut  yields  to  the  Division  of  Maine. 

E.  K.  Gould  of  Maine  :  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the  Division  of 
Maine  I  desire  to  present  the  name  of  Brother  George  E.  Cox  of  Con- 
necticut, for  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Are  there  any  other  nominations? 
If  not,  nominations  will  be  closed. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commnnder,  I  move  that  the  Adjutant- 
General  be  instructed  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  Encampment  for  George  E. 
Cox  for  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

W.  P.  Feder  of  Kansas :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  put  the  question  on  the  motion,  and 
the  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brother  George  E.  Cox  of  Connect- 
icut having  received  the  vote  of  the  Encampment  for  Senior  Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief ,  I  hereby  declare  him  duly  elected  Senior 
Vice-Conimancler-in-Chief  of  the  Order  for  the  ensuing  year  Nomi 
nations  for  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  are  now  in  order.  The 
Adjutant  will  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 


Z.    C.    GREEN  ELECTED  JUNIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 
When  the  Division  of  Nebraska  was  called  : 

A.  H.  Rawitzer  of  Nebraska:  Commander,  the  Division  of 
Nebraska  desires  to  present  the  name  of  Past  Commander  F.  J.  Coates 
of  the  Nebraska  Division,  for  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief . 

When  the  Division  of  South  Dakota  was  called  : 

W.  A.  Morris  of  South  Dakota:  Commander,  the  Division  of 
South  Dakota  presents  the  name  of  Past  Division  Commander  Z.  C. 
Green  for  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Adjutant-General  concluded  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  There  being  no  other  nominations, 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  will  proceed  to  ballot. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  when  the  Division 
of  Nebraska  was  reached  : 

A.  H.  Rawitzer  of  Nebraska  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  withdraw 
the  name  of  Frank  J.  Coates,  and  cast  the  vote  of  the  Nebraska  dele- 
gation for  Colonel  Green  of  Dakota.    Eleven  votes  for  Green. 

The  Adjutant-General  concluded  the  calling  of  the  roll,  and  the 
tellers  announced  the  result  as  follows  :  — 
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(Roll  call  No.  7.) 

Coates.  Green. 

Alabama  and  Tennessee       ......  2 

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut   3 

Illinois  .   16 

Indiana  ..........  i 

Iowa      ..........  1  3 

Kansas   10 

Kentucky       .........  3 

Maine   3 

Maryland   2 

Massachusetts   11 

Michigan   2  1 

Minnesota      .........  2 

Missouri                                                                .  6 

Nebraska       .........  11 

New  Jersey    .       .  .  

New  York                                              ...  6 

Ohio   S 

Pennsylvania        ........  15 

South  Dakota   4 

Vermont       .........  1 

Washington  .........  1 

Wisconsin   1 

Total   20  06 


The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brother  Green  having  received 
ninety-six  votes,  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  this  Encampment,  he  is 
hereby  declared  duly  elected  Junior  Vice-Commancler-in-Chief,  for  the 
ensuing  year.  The  Adjutant-General  will  now  call  the  roll  of  Divisions 
for  nominations  for  Quartermaster-General. 


•    FRED   E.    BOLTON   ELECTED   QUARTER  MASTER- GENERAL. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 
When  the  Division  of  Kansas  was  called  : 

W.  Y.  Morgan  of  Kansas :  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the  Division 
of  Kansas  I  desire  to  present  the  name  of  Fred  E.  Bolton  of  Massa- 
chusetts, for  Quartermaster-General. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Division  I  desire  to  second  the  nomination  of  my 
esteemed  and  worthy  friend  from  Massachusetts,  Fred  E,  Bolton. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  Are  there  any  further  nominations 
for  Quartermaster-General?  If  not  the  Adjutant-General  will  call  the 
roll  and  Division  Commanders  will  annouuce  the  vote  in  their  Divisions. 

Win.  E.  Bnndy  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  and  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  be  directed  to  cast  the 
unanimous  vote  of  this  Encampment  for  Brother  Fred  E.  Bolton  for 
Quartermaster-General. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  put  the  question  on  the  motion,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 
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The  Assistant  Adjutant-General :  Brothers,  in  accordance  with 
the  vote  just  taken  I  now  cast  the  entire  vote  of  this  Encampment  for 
Brother  Fred  E.  Bolton  of  Massachusetts,  for  Quartermaster-General. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander :  Brother  Fred  E.  Bolton  having 
received  the  vote  of  this  Encampment  for  Quarter  master- General,  I 
hereby  declare  him  elected  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Order  for  the 
ensuing  term. 

The  next  business  in  order  is  nominations  for  Couucil-in-Chief . 
The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll. 

ELECTION   OF  COUNCIL- IN- CHIEF. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  Divisions,  and  the  fol- 
lowing brothers  were  placed  in  nomination  :  — 

C.  L.  Pierce  of  California. 

James  D.  Rowen  of  Iowa. 

J.  E.  Haycraft  of  Minnesota. 

W.  Y.  Morgan  of  Kansas. 

F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin. 

E.  H.  Hansford  of  Kentucky. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania. 

TV.  Y.  Morgan  of  Kansas:  Commander,  I  desire  to  withdraw  1113' 
name,  if  holding  a  commission  as  Camp  Captain  renders  me  ineligible 
as  a  member  of  the  Council-in-Chief . 

Geo.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  would  ask  for  a  ruling 
b}T  the  Chair  on  the  question  of  the  eligibility  of  candidates  who  are 
now  holding  commissions  in  their  Camps  or  Divisions,  whether  they 
can  also  hold,  at  the  same  time,  a  position  in  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  he 
cannot  hold  two  commissions.  I  would  have  to  hold  that  way,  in  the 
light  of  my  own  case,  which  has  been  before  you.  I  would  have  to  sa3' 
that  this  Commandery-in-Chief  has  ruled  that  holding  a  commission  in 
a  Camp  or  Division  would  render  a  brother  ineligible  to  hold  an  office 
in  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  1  think  the  quickest  way  out  of  this 
would  be  for  the  brothers  who  hold  commissions,  who  have  been  nomi- 
nated for  the  Council-in-Chief,  to  indicate  which  office  they  would 
prefer  to  hold. 

Geo.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois:  Commander,  simply  to  get  a  decision 
by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  on  this  question,  I  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  appeal  was  seconded. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  The  decision  of  the  Chair  is  appealed 
from.   The  Junior  Vice-Commander  will  put  the  question  on  the  appeal. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander  :  Brothers,  the  question  is,  shall  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained.  Those  in  favor  of  sustaining 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the 
Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  [Cries  of 
"  Division,"  "  Division."] 

Those  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Chair  will  please 
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rise  to  their  feet  and  stand  until  counted.  The  Adjutant-General  will 
count.    Be  seated.    Those  opposed  will  now  rise. 

The  Adjutant-General  reported  sixty  votes  in  favor  of  sustaining 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  fifty  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  appeal. 

x  The  Junior  Vice-Commander:  The  decision  of  the  Chair  is 
sustained. 

Chas.  L.  Pierce  of  California  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  withdraw 
my  name. 

E.  W.  Estes  of  New  York  :  Commander,  New  York  under  the 
existing  conditions,  desrres  to  withdraw  the  name  of  Colonel  Hansford 
of  Kentucky. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and  the  tellers 
reported  the  result  as  follows  :  — 


Roll  call  No.  8. 

3 

a 
p 

c 

.Tcra 

bfi 

r- 

o 

o; 

o 

o 

P3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Colorado  

5 

5 

5 

Connecticut  

3 

3 

3 

15 

15 

15 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

10 

10 

Kentucky  

3 

o 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Massachusetts  

10 

11 

1  1 

1 

3 

3 

Q 

4 

4 

4 

Missouri   

7 

7 

7 

11 

11 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

New  York  

7 

7 

t 

Ohio  

8 

S 

8 

Pennsylvania   

14 

14 

14 

4 

4 

4 

Vermont  

"Washington   

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  

114 

79 

105 

10 

58 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander:  Brothers  H.  H.  Hammer,  J.  E. 
Hay  craft  and  J.  D.  Rowen  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
the  Encampment,  are  hereby  declared  the  three  members  of  the  Council- 
in- Chief  for  the  ensuing  year. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

Harlan  Thomas  of  Colorado :  Commander,  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  has  a  couple  of  additional  resolutions  that  it  desires  to 
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report  at  this  time.  They  are  the  customary  resolutions  of  thanks  and 
are  as  follows  :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the 
Commaudery-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  are  hereby  tendered  to 
the  Division  of  Nebraska,  and  the  local  Camps  of  that  Division,  who  through 
their  committee  of  arrangements  have  contributed  to  the  comfort  of  its  mem- 
bers and  helped  to  expedite  the  business  of  this  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Commandery  are  hereby  tendered  to  the 
Press  of  Omaha,  the  Associated  Press,  the  railroads  entering  Omaha,  and  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  for  the  favors  granted  and  courtesies  extended  to 
this  Encampment. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  resolu- 
tion will  be  considered  adopted  as  read.  Is  there  objection?  The 
Chair  hears  none,  and  it  is  so  ordered.  What  is  the  further  pleasure 
of  the  Encampment? 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  we  proceed  to 
the  installation  of  officers. 

H.  J.  Kline  of  Missouri :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  :  T  will  ask  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
Bandy  of  Ohio  to  take  the  Chair  and  install  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
officers. 

PRESENTATION  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF'S  BADGE 

Installing  Officer,  Wm.  E.  Bundy  :  Commander,  I  will  ask  Brother 
Gould,  Judge  Advocate-General  on  the  staff  of  Commander-in-Chief 
Darling,  to  kindly  come  forward  and  receive  on  behalf  of  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief the  badge  that  is  always  presented.  It  will  be  presented 
by  Colonel  Kline  of  Missouri. 

H.  J.  Kline  of  Missouri:  Brother  Gould,  this  proceeding  is  a  little 
out  of  order,  but  it  is  due  to  the  demands  of  our  country,  and  we  will 
try  to  make  the  best  of  it.  As  you  are  all  aware  this  Encampment  has 
placed  on  record  a  vote  of  confidence  in  Commander-in-Chief  Darling, 
whose  term  expires  with  the  installation  now  about  to  begin.  It  was 
done  in  no  half-hearted  way.  I  am  confideut  that  it  was  an  honest  ex- 
pression. We  ask  you,  Brother  Gould,  to  say  to  Brother  Darling  that 
we  honor  him  as  much  for  his  loyalty  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  as  we  do 
for  the  loyalty  he  has  demonstrated  towards  his  country.  Say  to  him 
we  have  missed  his  kindly  presence,  and  we  hope  God's  providence 
will  spare  him  to  again  be  with  his  brothers  in  the  Order ;  and  say  to 
him  that  we  believe  that  this  Order  has  never  had  a  Commander-in- 
Chief  who  has  been  more  honest  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Give 
him  renewed  assurance  of  our  love  and  esteem,  and  this  beautiful  jewel, 
which  is  emblematic  of  his  past  rank. 

E.  K.  Gould  of  Maine:  Brother  Kline  and  brothers  of  the  En- 
campment, I  am  sure  you  share  with  me  the  profound  regret  that  the 
man  who  so  faithfully  and  so  intelligently  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
high  office  to  which  you  called  him  a  year  ago,  is  not  here  in  person  to 
receive  this  crowning  honor  at  your  hands.  I  am  sure  his  heart  goes 
out  to  us  on  this  occasion  with  yearning,  but  true  to  the  patriotic  prin- 
ciples for  which  this  Order  has  been  called  into  existence,  true  to  the 
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loyalty  that  had  been  taught  him  at  his  fireside  in  Vermont,  true  to  all 
the  instincts  of  humanity,  to  all  the  splendid  characteristics  that  go  to 
make  up  that  man  you  call  Charles  K.  Darling,  he  has  fulfilled  the 
duties  of  this  office  in  a  manner  that  has  received  the  commendation  of 
the  intelligent  members,  and  they  are  all  intelligent  in  this  supreme 
body  of  our  Order.  Gentlemen,  I  regret  that  one  so  humble  as  myself 
is  obliged  to  stand  in  the  shoes  of  Charles  K.  Darling,  and  respond  for 
the  gift  that  is  now  bestowed  upon  him.  A  loyal  man,  a  man  who  was 
willing  to  sacrifice  every  interest;  to  leave  personal  comfort  behind,  to 
leave  lucrative  employment,  that  the  grand  old  flag  of  his  father  might 
continue  to  wave  as  the  flag  of  liberty  aud  humanity.  We  honor  him 
today  as  the  representative  volunteer  soldier  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
We  honor  him  today  because  he  stands  for  that  great  body  of  sons  who 
have  shouldered  their  muskets  and  added  honor  and  glory  to  the  history 
of  this  countiy. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  sure  you  do  not  waut  to  be  detained  by  a  long 
speech.  Let  me  say  briefly  that  he  will  appreciate  this  gift;  his  hon- 
orable, generous  nature  will  respond  to  this  act  of  kindness  on  your 
part.  He  will  treasure  it  as  a  bright  oasis  in  the  desert  of  his  hard 
labor,  as  one  of  the  dearest  things  to  be  cherished  in  the  long  life  of 
usefulness  which  I  hope  is  before  him.  Gentlemen,  again  I  thank 
you,  in  his  behalf,  for  this  magnificent  gift. 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Installing  Officer  Bundy :  In  the  absence  of  the  Inspector-General, 
I  will  appoint  Brother  O'Brien  of  Nebraska  Inspector-General  pro  tern. 
The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll  of  the  officers  elect,  and  they 
will  present  themselves  at  the  altar. 

The  newly  elected  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  elect,  were  installed  in  due  form,  and  escorted  to  their  several 
stations. 

Installing  Officer  Bundy  :  The  Commander-in-Chief  elect  will  please 
announce  his  staff. 

Commander-in-Chief  elect  Shepard  :  The  staff  will  be  appointed 
and  the  names  promulgated  by  General  Order. 

Commander-in-Chief  elect  Shepard  was  then  duly  installed  and 
assumed  command. 

APPROVAL  OF  MINUTES. 

Geo.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  if  there  is  nothing  further 
before  the  Encampment,  I  move  that  we  approve  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  as  taken  down  by  the  stenographer, 
without  reading. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio :  Commander,  if  there  is  no  further  busi- 
ness, I  move  that  this  Encampment  do  now  adjourn  sine  die. 

A.  W.  Jones  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Encampment  was  closed  in  due 
form. 
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Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  17,  1898. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  record  and  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Comrnandeiy-in-Chief ,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A.,  held  in  Creighton  Hall,  Omaha,  Neb.,  Sept.  12,  13  and  14, 
A.D'  1898,  as  recorded  by  the  official  stenographer. 

GEORGE  E.  COGSHALL, 

Attest:  Past  Senior  Viee-Commander-in-Ghicj 

Ered  E.  Bolton, 

Past  Adjutant-General. 
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RECORD  OK  ROLL  CALLS 


Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment 

OF  THE 

COM  MAN  DERY- IN -CHIEF,  S.  V.,  U.S.A. 


The  following  shows  those  members  of  the  Encampment  answering  roll 
calls  :  — 

P,  present ;  —  A,  absent ;  —  *  Substitute  Delegates. 


COM  MAN  DERY -IN -CHIEF  OF11CEKS. 

Commander-in-Chief ,  Charles  K.  Darling  

Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  George  E.  Coyshal 
Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  James  W.  Noel... 

Adjutant-General,  Fred  E.  Bolton  

Quartermaster-General,  R.  Loebenstein  

Inspector-General,  J.  Frank  Durston   

Judge  Advocate-General,  Edward  K.  Gould  

Surgeon-General,  Dr.  Dan.  S.  Gardner  

Chaplain-in-Chief ,  Rev.  Harry  L.  Veazey  

(H.  H.  Hammer  
C.  Bonn  
J.  E  Haycraft  

PAST  COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 

A.  F.  Davis  

George  B.  Abbott  

Joseph  B.  Maccabe  

William  E.  Bnndy   

William  H.  Russell  

PAST  GRAND  DIVISION  COMMANDER. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  

ALABAMA  AND  TENNESSEE. 

i)    *  -r^-  •  ■     n  i       I  V,  Gill),  Jr  

Past  Division  Commanders,  jL  w  Prledman  

CALIFORNIA  AND  H.I. 

Commander,  Charles  L.  Fierce  

Delegate-at-Large,  E.  Z.  Brokan  

COLORADO- 

Commander,  Paul  H.  Limbach  

r»    *  -rk-  •  ■     n  i       I  L.  W.  Kennedy  

Past  Division  Commanders,  j  HarlM  ThomaJB  

Delegate-at-Large,  Joseph  Powell  

Alternate,  Samuel  Reiss  

CONNECTICUT. 

Past  Division  Commander,  George  E.  Cox  

Delegate-at-Large,  J.  D.  Hotchkiss  

Alternate,  George  W.  Fletcher  
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Past  Division  Commander,  E. 

R.  Campbell  

1 

P 

1 

Alternate,  Charles  S.  Davis- • 

P 

Jr 

I 

p 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Commander 

,  Leouard  C.  Conch  

P 

P 

P 

Past  Division  Commander,  D 

.  F.  Go  nlding  

P 

A 

P 

Delegate-at-Large,  George  N. 

Howard  

P 

P 

P 

f  Thomas  J.  Haunon  

P 

P 

P 

J.  H.  Fayerweather  

P 

P 

P 

|  B.  F.  Cook  

P 

P 

A 

Delegates, 

\  Tilton  S.  Bell  . . 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P.  L.  Parker  

P 

P 

P 

[John  F.  Hargraves  *  

P 

P 

P 

BE  COED  OF  BOLL  CALLS.  185 


MICHIGAN. 

Past  Division  Commander,  H.  E.  Cowdin. 
Delegate,  L.  E.  Merchant  


MINNESOTA. 

Commauder,  M.  L.  Cormauy  

Delegate-at-Large,  W.  1J.  Adams  *. . .  . 
Delegate,  C.  N.  Rawitzar  


MISSOURI. 

Commander,  J.  VV.  S.  Dillon  

Past  Division  Commanders,  j  ^Erast" 

Delegate-at-Large,  S.  G.  Denny  

„  ,      ,      f  J.  0.  Damm  

Delegates  '       R_  Bronson  


Past  Division  Commanders, 


NEBRASKA. 

Commander,  A.  H.  Rawitzer  

F.J.  Ooaies .... 
F.  P.  Corrick  .  . 
P.  A.  Barrows  ■ 
George  F.  Wolz 
F.  A.  Agnew.  . . 

J.  C.  Elliot  

M.P  O'Brien.  .  . 

Delegate-at-Large,  J.  Howard  Heine  

Delegate,  J.  A.  Beck  


NEW  JERSEY. 

Commander,  James  M.  Mathews  


NEW  YORK. 

Commander,  E.  W.  Estes  

Past  Division  Commander,  W.  S.  Oberdorf . 

Delegate-at-Large,  Joseph  R.  Swain   

E.  C.  Parkinson   

Delegates,  ■{  W.  A.  Personius  

H.  H.  Parker  


OHIO. 

Commander,  Edward  H.  Archer  

Past  Division  Commander,  A.  W.  Jones. 

Delegate-at-Large,  H.  V.  Speelman  

f  W.  E.  Baldwin  

A.  B.  Mayuard  

J.  S.  Tyler  *  

H.  A.  Green  *  


Delegates, 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Commander,  A.  S.  Moulthrop  

Past  Divisiou  Commander,  Robert  E.  Hopkins. 

Delegate-at-Large,  T.  C.  Harter  

fF.  W.  Briggs  

Walter  E.  Ross  *  

George  W.  Dubbs  *  

|  B.  E^  Hover*  

j  W.  E.  Fertig*  

John  Carl,  Jr  *  

J.  W.  Bailey  *  

B.  F.  Hollenbach  *  

Alternate,  A  R.  Rhodes  


Delegates, 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Commander,  W.  A.  Morris  

Past  Division  Commander,  Z  C.  Green  . 

Delegate-at-Large,  Miles  E.  North  

Delegate,  E.  0.  Ecldy  *  

VERMONT. 

Delegate,  C.  W.  Staples  

WASHINGTON. 

Delegate-at-Large,  E.  G.  Kreider  

WISCONSIN. 

Delegate-at-Large,  F.  H.  B.  McDowell  .  • 
Delegate,  0.  G.  Braband*  
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